a 





THE CON 


———— 


TI 


Turary-Sixta C 





ONGRESS, 2p Session. 









ermit the Treasury notes to be redeemed at the 
Freesary Department, at the time they respect- 
ively become due. But I do think, Mr. Chair- 
man, that it is wrong for us to issue stock in 
sums of $500, or of $50, as has even been pro- 
osed. | think it wrong to issue stock in these 


small sums, particularly when it is in exchange’ 


for Treasury notes, which are issued bearing 6 
ner cent. interest. This act provides for the issue 
of stocks bearing 6 per cent. interest. If your 
Treasury notes shall command a premium, they 
will necessarily pass into the hands of capitalists, 
and can be just as readily converted into stocks 
of the denomination of $1,000 as of $500. These 
are the reasons which induce me to offer the 
amendment. 

Mr SHERMAN. The only difference between 
the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri 
and the Senate bill, is this: by the Senate amend- 
ment, these Treasury notes are made, atany time, 
receivable in the payment of public dues, and also 
convertible into Government stocks, when any 
person having $500 of them chooses to convert 
them. It aythorizes any holder of $500 in Treas- 
ury notes to receive United States bonds for them. 
My own impression is, that it is better to have 
the smallest sum—the one named in the Senate 
amendment—so that the Treasury notes may be 
retired as soon as possible, and converted into a 
funded debt. I trust, therefore, the amendment 
of the gentleman from Missouri will not be adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have just been furnished 
with a printed bill which purports to contain the 
amendments of the Senate, but this amendment 
to section four is not in it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill which the gentle- 
man has is the bill printed in the Senate, and does 
not contain all the amendments. The bill, with 
all the amendments, will be here ina few minutes. 

Mr. PHELPS. I supposed that when the order 
was made to print, it was to print the bill with 
all the amendments adopted by the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly; but this is not 
that bill. This is the bill as printed by order of 
the Senate. 

Mr. PHELPS. Oh, I thought it was our bill. 

Mr. SICKLES. 1 think this isa good com- 
mentary on considering bills which have not been 
printed. The members of the Committee of Ways 
and Means cannot agree in their understanding 
of it. 

The question was taken on Mr. Pe .ps’s 
amendment to the amendment; and it “as dis- 
agreed to. 


The question recurred upon the amendment of 


the Senate. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I will endeavdt to 
offer an amendment to that amendment; but I do 
not know that I shall succeed in doing so. From 
the cursory reading I have given to it, I think it 
is defective in certain particulars. I move to add 
to it the following: 

Provided, That none of said notes shall be receivable for 
public customs. 

d have no argument to submit upon that point. 
I will submit merely a simple statement—one 
which has the authority of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. It is discovered, sir, now—it has been the 
fact for the last ten days—that quite one half of 
the public revenue of the country, receivable in 
customs, has been received in these Treasur 
notes, and Treasury notes that have been issued, 
and are not redeemable for many months. Hence 
itis true that, at a time when we are in great pecu- 
niary distress, in want of funds, and our exchequer 
atthe lowest ebb, this Government is engaged in 
paying debts not yetdué. Itis of greatimportance 
that we should have the full amount of our public 
imposts, in order to enable us to meet the expenses 
that are occurring from day to day; and if we pro- 
ceed at this rate, the Treasury Gepastaiont will, 
in the future, be in greater distress than it is at 

resent. I may refer to the income of the custom- 
ouse in New York. On the 2ist day of Febru- 
ary, at least two thirds of the customs received 
were received in Treasury notes not yet due. I 
present these facts to the House for its informa- 
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tion, in order that it may vote upon this proposi- 


tion with reference to our affairs hereafter, and 
that a proviso may be adopted that none of these 
Treasury notes shall be receivable for public cus- 
toms. 

Mr. SICKLES. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of my colleague by adding: 

And provided further, That the same shall not be receiv- 
able in payments for sales of the public lands. 

Mr. Chairman, I suppose that the chairman of 
the Committee of Waysand Means, in bringéng 
this bill before the House in manuscript, and in 
thus keeping the House ignorant of its contents, 
as far as possible, meant to put the House in a 
position as closely resembling Mr. Lincoln’s as 
possible; for he said at Pittsburg that he did not 
know anything about the tariff; and the gentle- 
man from Ohio wanted gentlemen’of ithe House 
of Representatives, at least, to have that much of 
resemblance to the President elect; namely, igno- 
rance of the subject. I cannot imagine any other 
reason why the chairman of the leading commit- 
tee of the House should thrust such a bill as this 
upon its consideration, and press its passage, 
while the House cannot know its contents. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair reminds the 
gentleman from New York that he must confine 
his remarks to the pending amendment. 

Mr. SICKLES. I will come to the point now. 
I must congratulate the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means upon the sagacious and 
enlarged statesmanship which has evidently pre- 
sided over the inception and elaboration of this 
measure. Ata moment like this, when the Con- 
federacy is menaced with dismemberment, and 
when all eyes are turned upon the policy which 
will control European States—whether it is to be 
the policy of non-interference, or the policy of 
recognition—the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means is offering the strongest prov- 
ocation to England to a precipitate recognition of 
the southern confederacy, by antagonizing with 
the free trade policy of England and France, and 
reinaugurating a protective policy. Is this to be 
the controlling policy of the northern, western, 
and eastern portions of the Confederacy? Sir, the 
gentleman and his party have for years, in all this 
anti-slavery crusade, been the mere instrument of 
England’s secret wish to dismember our Con- 
federac 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from New York that his remarks are 
out of order. 

Mr. SICKLES. I supposed they were quite 
germane to the subject. 

The CHAIRMAN. They are not. The gen- 
tleman moved to amend the amendment of his 
colleague, so as to exclude the use of Treasury 
notes in payment for public lands. He had a 
right to discuss that subject, as his colleague dis- 
cussed the propriety of his amendment; but cer- 
tainly the remarks which the gentleman was 
making were not in order under the rules of the 
House. 

Mr.SICKLES. Something may be allowed by 
way of introduction, I trust 

Mr. Sickies’s amendment was rejected. 

The amendment of Mr. Joun Cocurane was 
then disagreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of the 
Senate. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to strike out so much 
of the amendment under consideration as relates 
to the convertibility of the Treasury notes into 
stocks of the United States. . 

I submit the amendment pro forma. You may 
call me to order, sir, for I do not intend to address 
myself to it, but to appeal to the gentlemen upon 
the other side of the House to know if they will 
coerce us to vote upon these amendments without 
their being printed , and when we are unable to un- 
derstand them? What can we understand of the 
amendments from hearing them read at the Clerk’s 
desk? I desire to vote understandingly upon this 
question. I believed, from’ the representations 
made by the chairman of the committee of which 
I am a member that the amendments adopted by 
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the Senate would be before us, so that we could 


consider them and vote upon them understand- 


ingly. They are not here; and I say that it is not 


our duty at this time to vote in this manner. 


I know that there are gentlemen upon the other 


side who have said they will put this bill through 


to-day. That is a question to be tried in the fu- 
ture. It cannot be done. We cannot be forced 
to vote upon one hundred and fifty-six amend- 
ments, which have not been printed, and which 
none of us understand. I am willing to be one to 
prevent any legislation for the residue of this Con- 
gress, if itis the intention to force matters upon us 
in the manner threatened by some gentlemen upon 
the other side. I utter nothing by way of threat. 
I desire to vote understandingly on these amend- 
ments. [ would interpose no obstacle to their con- 
sideration, if they were printed and before us. I 
believed they would have been printed to-day. I 
relied on the statement made to us, that they would 
be ready before to-day’s session commenced, and 
in time for us to congider them to-day. All lask 
is that | may have mendments before me, so 
as to be able to vote understandingly. Ido not 
want to impede the progress of the bill in the least, 
nor to delay the pealis business. I have thus far 
during the session endeavored to expedite it. But 
I ask that we shail not be asked to vote without 
having the amendments before us. I therefore 
submit the motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to reply to the 
gentleman from Missouri. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to 
the committee that the Chair does not desire to be 
constantly arresting the debate when it is out of 
order, if gentlemen of the committee do not think 
proper to object. 

Mr. PHELPS. I acknowledge that my re- 
marks were not in order. I violated the rule, but 
without any intention to be disrespectful. 

Mr.SHERMAN. With due respect to the 
Chair, I think it is his duty to arrest improper 
debate. Now, in regard to the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Missouri. He proposes 
to strike out that portion of the Senate amend- 
ment which provides for retiring these Treasury 
notes. 

Mr.PHELPS. Forconverting them into stock. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It amounts to the same 
thing. Now, first, in regard to the printing of 
these amendments. Asa matter of course, I can- 
not control the printing of the House. These 
amendments were ordered to be printed last Thurs- 
day; and [ think it is an outrage that the business 
of the country should be interrupted for two days 
for a little matter like this. I might say, what 
has been told me, that the foreman of the printing 
office stated that he would not print them yester- 
day; that he was going to take a holiday any way. 
He does justas he pleases. Asa matter of course, 
I cannot go and set the types myself, for I do not 
not know one type from another, 

Mr. PHELPS. Does not the responsibility 
rest on the Printer of the House? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then the gentleman should 
not place it on the foreman. 

r. SHERMAN. Lunderstand that the Printer 
of the House has offered, over and over again, to 
resign, simply because the compensation allowed 
for the printing does not afford him any profit. 

Now, in regard to the amendment: is there any 
gentleman here so lacking in intelligence that he 
cannot, from the reading of the amendment, un- 
derstand its purpose? It seems to me that it is 
perfectly plain and obvious. It provides that, in 
case the 7 of the Treasury cannot sell the 
bonds provided for by the first se of this bill, 
he may refuse the offers made; and that, instead, 
he may issue Treasury notes of a certain charae- 
ter for the time being. It then provides that at 
any time, whenever the holder of $500 worth of 
these Treasury notes desires to retire them, or to 
convert them into convertible bonds, he. may pre- 
sent ve for that purpose and have them con- 
verted. 


Thisis a plain and simple proposition 1 know 
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it would be more satisfactory to have the printed 
ainendments before us. But 1 know very well 


that if we were to wait for these docaments to be | 


rinted, under the present organization of the 
ih the business of the country could not be 


finished by the 4thof March. Next Mondaf we | 


are to have special orders. Next Tuesday we are 


to have special orders; and so on to the close of | 


the session. There are several appropriations yet 


to be acted’ on—the Army bill, the Indian bill, and | 


the miscellaneous bill. So that, unless gentlemen 


are willing to vote on these amendments to-day, | 


Congress will adjourn without having provided 
the ordinary revenue for the Government. All 


the loan bills heretofore passed are simply for re- | 
have a | 


demption of outstanding indebtedness. 
table showing that the debts of the United States 


now amount to $100,000,000, including those that | 
are likely to be made this session—including the 


Washington and Oregon war debt, and debts of 
that character. We have got to provide for the 
payment of these debts. ‘They are not the debts 


of the incoming Administration. There is no Joan | 
proposed for the incoming Administration, except | 


the loan contained ie this tariff bill; and that is 
simply conditional. We know very well that 


whenever a new revenue measure is started there | 
is, for the time being, some suspension of the | 


ordinary trade. It is inevitable, therefore, that 
this tariff bill should provide that in case the rev- 
enue should fall short, for a little while, of the 
expenditures, $10,000,000 should be placed within 
the control of the President to make up for this 
deficiency. Not one of these loan bills, of which 
so much has been said, is for the incoming Ad- 
ministration. They are all to pay your debts, 
gentlemen. When your Adminstration came into 
power, there was less than $20,000,000 of indebt- 
edness. Now the indebtedness of the nation is 
nearly $100,000,000. Do vot charge that to us. 

Mr. PHELPS. What was the indebtedness at 
the commencement of this Administration ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. About $20,000,000, after 
deducting the balance on hand, which was nearly 
$17,000,000. 

Now, if the incoming Administration shall go 
out of power with such a record as that, | shall 
be very much disappointed. On the other hand, 
if, by means of this tariff bill, and if, by means of 
the economical administration of the Government, 
the national debt be not reduced during the in- 
coming Administration, then I probably will not 
be a supporter of it. 

That is just the position of affairs. We must, 
as a matter of public duty, pass this or some other 
revenue bill. [do not care what bill itis. If Con- 
gress will not pass this bill, let the tariff bill of 
1846, or any other measure, be introduced and 
passed. But this Congress should not adjourn 
without providing means to pay the ordinary ex- 
penses of the Government. This is nota favorite 
measure of mine, | had nothing to do with it. It 
was not framed by me. { am for a revenue tariff, 
with euch fair and reasonable incidental protec- 
tion to industry as may be derived from a rev- 
enue tariff. Lam in favor of specific duties in all 
cases. where they can be applied. I believe that 
this bill, with the Senate amendments, comes as 
near to being a correct revenue bill as we can pass 
at this session of Congress. It is always open 
for amendment. 

Mr. SICKLES. How much time has the gen- 
tleman left? 

The CHAIRMAN. A minute and a half. 

Mr. SICKLES. Then the Chairman’s watch 
and mine differ. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Well, | will sit down, and 
call fora vote on the amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. Because these amendments 
are not printed, and not for the purpose of delay, 
i move that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question was taken on Mr. Puetps’s amend- 
ment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. PHELPS. I now move, in good faith,as 
I did before, that the committee rise; and I call 
for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered ;and Messrs. Puers, and 
Srevens of Pennsylvania, were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 24, noes 80. 

No quorum voting, the roll wascalled ; and the fol- 
lowing members faijed to answer to their names; 
Messrs. Green Adams, Ajien, Thomas L. Anderson, 
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Ashley, Ashmore, Babbitt, Barksdate, Barr, Barret, nis: 

’ ; Boteler, Bouligny, Boyce, Branch, ter- 
field, Carey, Horace P. Clare, Chemens: Clopton, Cobb, 
Gonkling, Corwin, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Craw - 
ford, Curry, Davidson, H. Winter Davis. Reubeu Davis, 
Dawes, Engli-h, Farnsworth, Ferry, Foster, Fouke, Gar- 
nett, Gartrell, Hamilton, Hardeman, Haskin, Hawkins, 
Hindman, Holman, Houston, Jackson, Jones, Keitt, Wil- 
liam Kellogg, Lamar, Landrum, James M. Leach, Logan, 
Longneeker, Love, Maclay, Matiory, Charies D. Martin, 
Eibert 5. Martin, Maynard, MeClernand, McQueen. Mc- 
| Rae, Miles, Sydenham Moore, Noell, Pendleton, Pettit, 
| Peyton, Phelps, Potter, Pottle, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Rea- 
| gan, Jobn H. Reynolds, Rice, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, 
Rust, Scott, Scranton, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, William 
Smith, Somes, Stallworth, James A. Stewart, Stout, Tay- 
lor, Trimble, Underwood, V aliandigham, Vance, Vandever, 
Van Wyck, Walton, Wilson, Woodson, and Wright. 


Thecommittee rose; and Mr. Stevens, of Penn- 
sylvania, having taken the chair as Speaker pro 
tempore, Mr. Coirax repurted that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union had 
found itself without a quorum, and had directed 
| him to have the roll called, and the names of the 
| absentees reported to the House. 
| Daring the call of the roll, 
| Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky, stated that 
| his colleague,-Mr. Anams, was paired off with 
| Mr. Vance on the tariff bill; that the former would 
i 


have voted for it, and the latter against it. 

Mr. FRENCH stated that his colleagues, Mr. 
|| Copunn and Mr. Foster, were engaged in the 
| peace congress 
| Mr. MARTIN; of Ohio, stated that Mr. Mar- 

tin, of Virginia, had left the House on account 
of ill health. 
| Mr. STANTON stated that Mr. Trimsie was 


| 


absent through illness. 

A quorum of members having answered to their 
names, the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union resumed its session, (Mr. Cotrax 

| in the chair.) 


| 


The motion for the committee to rise was not 
agreed to. 
|| The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be 
|| upon the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. PHELPS moved pro forma to strike out 
the last two lines of the amendment under con- 
sideration. 

Mr. SICKLES. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Missouri, | move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to know for 

what purpose the gentleman wishes the commit- 

tee to rise? 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire the printed bill to be 
in possession of the House; and then I will not 
interfere with the passage of the bill. There are 

measures in this bill that are covered up. We 
cannot tel!, from the mere reading, when it is pro- 
posed to strike out an article from one schedule 
and insert it in another, what the effect of the 
amendment is. When it is proposed in a certain 
line to strike out ‘* 10’? and insert ‘* 20,’’ we 
eannot tell, without the printed bill before us, to 
what extent the amendment, which thus proposes 
to raise a Schedule of duties, goes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. With the permission of the 

gentleman from Missouri, I wish to submit this 
| question: I desire to know if it is notthe purpose 
of gentlemen on the other side of the House, by 
fillibusterism, to prevent the passage of this bill? 
Mr. PHELPS. We have been told that gen- 
tlemen upon the other side have said, “ this bill 
shall pass to-night.” 
them. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman has not 


In that we join issue with 


heard me use that language. I simply desire to 
know whether that is the intention of gentlemen 
on the other side of the House? 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman knows that we 
have been told this bill shall be passed to-night. 
If that be the intention, we join issue with them. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. I desire to know 
if this debate is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. It has been 
indulged in by unanimous consent. 

Mr.SH ERMAN . Gentlemen having indicated 
their purpose to defeat this bill by factious oppo- 
sition, I think it is right that the majority shall 
decide that question. As a matter of course, 
there is no cause for us to stay here and worry 
ourselves with this sort of proceeding, I hope 
the committee will rise 

The motion was agreed to. 

‘Fhe committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Ste- 
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vens, of Pennsylvania, having taken the chair “ 


Speaker pro tempore, M 
the Committee of the Whole on th 


r. Cotrax reported that 
; | € state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
nd particularly 


the tariff bill, and had come to no resolution 


thereon. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I move to discharge 

. = the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
from the further cousideration of the bij before 
the committee, with the purpose of callino the 
previous question on the adoption of the Senate 
amendments. I do not know whether the Motion 
isin order. If not, | move to suspend the rules 

Mr. SICKLES. 1 demand the yeas ang hays 
on the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE called for telje 
the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Goocy and 
Puevps appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
thirty-three in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to adjourn. 

Mr. SICKLES ealled for the yeas and nays on 
the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Puexps’s mo. 
tion, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 34, 
nays 109; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Avery, Brabson, Briggs, Brown, Bure), 
Burnett, John B. Clark, John Cochrane, Burton Craig. 
Joha G. Davis, Edmundson, John T. Harris, William How. 
ard, Hughes, Jenkins, Kunkel, Larrabee, James M. Leacly, 
Leake, Maclay, McClernand, Millson, Nibliack, Phelps, 
Pryor, Quaries, Ruffin, Rust, Sickles, Stevenson, Thomas, 
Whiteley, Winslow, and set 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Al. 
ley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Barr, Blair, Blake, Bray. 
ton, Bristow, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burntiam, Butterfield, 
Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Coltax, Conway, Dawes, 
Delano, Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, E01, 
Ely, Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, Fiorence, Frank, French, 
Gilmer, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Eale, Hall, J. Mor- 
rison Harris, Hatton, Helmick, Hindman, Hoard, Wiliam 
A. Howard, Humphrey, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Ke! 
logg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C, Leach, Lee, 
Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKean, McKenty, Me. 
Knight, McPherson, Millward, Montgomery, Laban T. 
Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. 
Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Porter, Pot- 
ter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, Riggs, Christopher Robin 
son, Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spauldiag, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes. 
Stout, Stratton, Tappan, Theaker, Tompkins, Train. Ver 
ree, Wade, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Webster, 
Wells, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff—109., 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. HUTCHINS said he had paired off for the 
day with his colieague, Mr. VaLLanpicuam, and 
did not feel at liberty to vote. He had, however, 
sent to be released from his pair whenever his 
vote w9e necessary for a quorum. 

Mr. “SRTIS stated that he bad paired with 
the genfleman from Kentucky, Mr. Simms, upon 
the tariff bill solely He had voted, not suppos- 
ing the motion to adjourn was involved in that 
bill; but believing that the motion had been made 
to defeat or delay the tariff bill, he would with- 
draw his vote. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Suea- 
MAN’s motion. dy 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to make a proposition 
to the gentleman from Ohio, and i hope it will be 
acceded to by the House. I propose that when 
the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to mec\s! 
ten o’clock on Monday, and that at one o'clock 
on that day the bill shall come out of committee 
in whatever condition it may be, and the House 
then proceed to vote on it under the previous 
question. We shall then have the printed bill 
before us, and those who are opposed to the bill 

ay indicate what amendments they desire s¢p- 
arate votes upon. ste o- 

Mr.SHERMAN. I hope that proposition wil! 
be acceded to. I think it will accomplish the pur 

ses of gentlemen upon both sides of the House. 

Mr. THOMAS. I object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will withdraw the mouor 
I have made to suspend the rules to discharge \\ 
committee from the further consideration of the 
tariff bill, and move to suspend the rules to su)- 
mit the proposition the gentleman from Missout! 
has indicated. 

The rales were suspended, (two thirds having 
voted therefor.) 

The motion suggested by Mr. Puees was thet 
submitted, and agreed to. 
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five per centum bonds of the State of Indiana, $7,009. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways , 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the : 
amendment. - é 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Eighteenth amendment: 6; 


For expenses attending the negotiation of the treaties of 
L9th June, 1858, with the Lower and Upper Sioux Indians, 


conference. 7 . 
to that bill be made the speciai order in committee 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 1 now move that the rules 
be suspended, and the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 






4 
= . awarded by the Senate to the Med-a-wa-Kan-ton and Wah- and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
INDIAN aides ae tg ‘Il pa-koo-ta bands of the Dacotah or Sioux Indians for their || amendment. t 
MAN. esire that the House wi reservation in the State of Minnesota, containing three | ‘ + F 
MO ai and dispose of the amend- |} tundied and twenty thousand acres, at thirty cents peracre, || ‘Lhe amendment was concurred in ae 
“_ of the Senate to the Indian appropriation $5,760. Seventeenth amendment: K 
a so that they may go before the committee of Theamendmenttothe amendment wasagreed to. For arrears of interest due 1st January, 1861, on $70,000, « 
bie 1 move that the Senate amendments The Senate amenement, as amended, was con- || t 
» 


curred in. 


Seventh amendment: 


For the expenses of concentrating the Indians in the | 
Territory of Utah ou reservations therein remote from em- 
igrantroutes, purchase of agricultural implements and stock 
cattle, and tor the erection of houses, &c., including the 
necessary traveling expenses of the superintendent of In- | 
dian affairs, agents, clerk hire, &c., $45,000. 
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So the rules were suspended; and the House The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways || P& tenth articles of said treaties, $50,805 76. TS 3 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole || and Means recommend a concurrence in that The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways by ae 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Courax in the || amendment. and Means recommend a non-concurrence in the cai, e 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration, as a The amendment was concurred in. amendment. t ae 
special order, of the Senate amendments to the | Eighth amendment: The amendment was non-concurred in. fen ig 
bill of the House (No. 865) making appropriations For salary of one superintending agent for the northern Nineteenth amendment: t * 
for the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
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dian department and for fulfilling treaty stipula- 
tions with various Indian tribes for the year ending 
June 30, 1862. 


First amendment: 
Page 19, line eight, after the word “ on,” strike out the 
words “investment of;?’ so that the paragraph as amended 
yill read ; 
. For interest on $221,257 86, at five per centum, for Mi- 
ami indians of Indiana, per Senate’s amendment to fourth 
article treaty Sth June, 1854, $11,052 89. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Second amendment: 

Page 25, line two, after the word “ the,’’ when it first 
occurs, strike out the word “ saine,’’ and insert the word 
“ shop ;?? so that the amendinent, as amended, shall read: 

For purchase ot iron and steel, and other necessaries for 
shop, during the pleasure of the President, per fourth arti- 
cle treaty 24th September, 1857, $500. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence in the amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Third aniendment: 


Page 28, line fifteen, insert, as follows : 

For reappropriation of this amount due the Pottawato- 
mies, the Pouawatomies of Indiana, the Pottawatomies of 
the Prairie, and the Pottawatomies of the Wabash, inciuded | 
in warrant No. 19 of the War Department, for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1847, being balances of appropria- 
tions to fulfill treaty stipulations tor payment of annuities 
carried to the surplus fund, viz: $42,905 06, to be paid to 
said Indians during the current fiscal year. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 
Page 47, line sixteen, strike out “ $500,” and insert | 


“81,500; so that the paragraph, as amended, will read: | 


or second of twenty installments for the pay ef each of 
the head chiefs of the Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend 
d’Oreilies tribes, per fifth article treaty 16th July, 1855, 
$1,500. 
The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. | 
| 
| 





The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fifth amendment: 

At the end of the bill add as follows: 

For payment to the Sisseeton and Wah-pa-ton bands of 
the Dakota or Sioux Indians, for their reservation on tae 
Minnesota river, in the State of Minnesota, containing five 
hundred and sixty-nine thousand six hundred acres, at thirty 
cents per acre, $170,880. 

The committee recommended that the amend- 


ment of the Senate be concurred in with an amend- 
ment, as follows: 

“Strike out the entire amendment, and insert, in lieu 
thereof, as follows: 

For the payment of interest for one year on $178,880, 
awarded by the Senate to the Sisseeton and Wali-pa-ton 
bands of the Dakota or Sioux Indians, for their reservation 
on the Minnesota river, in the State of Minnesota, contain- 
ing five hundred and sixty-nine thousand six hundred acres, 
at thirty cents per acre, $10,732 80. 

‘The amendment to theamendment wasagreed to. 

The ainendment, as amended, was concurred in. 

Sixth amendment: 

Add, as follows: 

For payment to the Med-a-wa-kan-ton and Wah-pa- 
koo ta bands of the Dakota or Sioux Indians, for their res- 
ervation on the Minnesota river, in the State of Minnesota, 
“onfatning three hundred and twenty thousand acres , at 
Uhirty cents per acre, $96,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended that the amendment of the Senate be con- 
curred in, with an amendment, as follows: 


Strike outthe entire x 
ef as follows: amendment, and insert in lieu there 


the payment of interest for one year on $96,000, 
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district of the fndian service in California from 2th of June, 
1860, when he entered on his duties, to 30th of June, 1861, 
per actof 19th of June, 1860, at $3,600 per annum, $3,629 67. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninth amendment: 


For salary of one superintending agent for the southern 
district of the Indian service in California from 19th Sep- 
tember, 1869, when he entered on his duties, to 30th June, 
1861, at $3,600 per annum, per act of 19th June, 1860, 
$2,512 08. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 


For salaries of five supervisors to the Indian reserva- 
tions in California to instruct the Indians in husbandry, at 
$1,800 per annuin each, for the half year ending 30th June, 
1861, per act of 19th June, 1850, $4,500. 


and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 


For compensation to twenty laborers for the five reserva- 
tions in California, at fifty dol'ars per month, for the half 
year ending 30th June, 1861, peract 19th June, 1860, $5,000. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in, 


Twelfth amendment: 


For salary for an additional agent for the Indian service 
in New Mexico from 22d August, 1860, when he executed 
his official bond, to 39th June, 1861, per act of 25th June, 
1860, at $1,500 per annum, $1,289 90. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a coneurrence in the 
amendment, 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Thirteenth amendment: 


For salary for an agent to the Ponca Indians from the 
2ist August, 1860, when he executed his official bond, to 
30th June, 1861, at $1,500 per annum, per act 25th June, 


1860, $1,296 19. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fourteenth amendment: 


For salary for an agent to the Pawnees, from 18th Octo- 
ber, 1860, when he executed his official bond, to 30th June, 
1861, at $1,500 per annum, per act of 25th June, 1860, 
$1,055 70. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifteenth amendment: 


For salary for an agent to the Yancton Sioux, for the fis- 
eal year ending the 30th June, 1851, per fifteenth article of 
treaty of 19th April, 1858, $1,590. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Sixteenth amendment: 

For payment for such permanent improvements as may 
have been made by claimants to land on the reserve named 


in the second article of treaty of 10th September, 1853, 


with the Rogue River Indians, per second and third articles 
of said treaty, $2,000. 


The CHAIRMAN. “The Committee of Ways 


The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways | 


For carrying into effect the eleventh article of the treaty 
with the Choctaw tribe of Indians, made the 22d day of 
June, 1855, and the award of the Senate made pursuant 
thereto on the 9th of March, 1859, the sum of $1,202,560 85, 
being the undisputed balance due them, so much thereof as 
the proper authorities of the tribe shall determine to be ne- 
cesgary for the payment of the claims which, by the twelfth 
article of the treaty, the Choctaws have assumed to pay, 
and of such other liabilities of the tribe as they may ascer- 
tain and determine to be just, shall be paid over on their 
requisition at such time and in such manner as they shall 
request; and the residue remaining after satisfying such 
claims and liabilities shall be held in trust for the benefit of 
the Choctaws, according to the provisions of the thirteenth 
article of said treaty. In lieu of making such payments in 
money, the Secretary of the Treasury may, at his discre- 
tion, issue to the Choetaws, on their requisition as afore- 
said, certificates of stock inthe naine of the United States, 
bearing interest at the rate of six per centum per annum, 
payable semi-annually atthe Treasury of the United States; 
said certificates to be redeemable in ten years or sooner, at 
the pleasure of the President of the United States, and to 
be transferable by the proper authorities of the Choctaw 
nation in such form as the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
prescribe: Provided, That the question whether the unde- 
termined balance not now appropriated. of $1,130,000 of 
the sum reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs as 
due to the Choctaws under the treaty and award aforesaid, 
is a legitimate charge against the Choctaws by the terms of 
the said award, be reserved for the future decision of the 
Senate. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of Ways 


| and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 


amendment. 


Mr.STEVENSON. I would like to hear from 


_the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


Means the grounds upon which anon-concurrence 
in that amendment is recommended. If I under- 
stand what plighted faith is, what the solemnity 
of a judicial award is, then I do not see how the 
Government of the United States can repudiate this 
debt. I should be glad to hear from the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means why that 
committee recommended a non-concurrence in 
this Senate amendment. 

It has been thoroughly investigated by every 
department of the Government; and this award is 
the result of a solemn treaty with those Indians, 
I hope the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means will explain its action. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The amendment involves 
over a million and a half dollars; and the first 
ground for recommending anon-concurrence was 
that this was not a proper amendment to be put 
upon one of the regular appropriation bills; that it 
should be no more put upon an appropriation bill 
than the Oregon war debt, or any other disputed 
matter growing out of the ordinary treaty stipula- 
tions of the Government. 

Thatis not alone the reason for the recommend- 
ation of the committee. This is,as my friend re- 
marks, ** an old soldier.’’ We had neither the time 
nor the patience to give it proper consideration. 
It ought to be reported on the Committee on 
Indian Affairs and acted o by the House fully 
and fairly, and at a time different from this. 

There were other reasons. The terms of the bill 
were objectionable. They refer the payment of 
the balances to the award simply of the Senate, 
so that under a simple resolution of the Senate 
more than $1,500,000 could be taken ont of the 
Treasury. If non-concurred in, the amendrhént 
will go to a committee of conference, which com- 
mittee will examine the subject more fully than 
we had any opportunity to do. 

Mr. STEVENSON, I have never made a fac - 
tious opposition to any measure, since I have been 
a member, and I will not now; but loansider when 
ony measure arises in this House, in which the 

t fame of a common country is involved, that 
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it is the duty of members to investigate and 
upon it. If l amright, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, during the present 
session, placed the appropriation for the purchase 
of the public printing office upon the ground that 
the faith of this Government was plighted by the 
action of Congress. Without indorsing the pro- 
priety of that purchase, or anything of that sort, 
they considered themselves bound by the previous 
action of Congress. What are the facts of this 
case? This appropriation of money is as justly 
due by the Government of the United States as 
any debt that itever created. We bought, in 1820, 
of these Indians, a part of their domain in the 
State of Mississippi. In consideration of that 
grant, the Government of the United States ceded 
absolutely to these Indians all the public domain 
west of the Arkansas river, running into New 
Mexico. 

In 1825 it became necessary to form the bound- 
aries of Arkansas, and these Indians were again 
required to cede as much land as was necessary 
for that purpose. In 1830 the Government of the 
United States wanted to purchase the remaining 
lands, and they entered into a treaty with that 
view. In 1845, the Indians being anxious to have 
their claims settled, the Government of the Uni- 
ted States entered into a solemn, specific, clear, 
unmistakable treaty with them, by which a mode 
was fixed fora settlement. That treaty is now 
before me. The question was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. In 1855 Mr. Many- 
penny, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, reported 
a plan of adjudication. The Senate of the Uni- 
ted States was made the arbitrator. It chose be- 
tween two plans, that is, whether it should pay 
the Indians the amount in money for which her 
Jands had been sold in Mississippi, or allow them 
$1 25 per acre for them, The Benete determined 
to pay $] 25. It was then referred to the Auditor 
of this Government, and he, after fully sifting it— 
after four years’ examination—brought in a just 
and undisputed claim in favor of the Indians of 
over three million dollars against this Govern- 
ment. Against this there was no set-off There 
were certain credits to go upon it, for moneys 
paid the Chickasaws, with which the Choctaws 
ought to be credited. They threw out all that, and 
there is no dispute that this sum of $1,202,560 85 
is due these Indians. There is not a man in the 
Senate or in the House of Representatives, no 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, no officer of the 
Government, who can lay his hand upon his heart 
and say that this mares is not due them, under 
the solemn award of the Senate of the United 
States, made in accordance with the treaty stipu- 
lation. | challenge any man in this House to say 
that this claim was ever disputed. Every undis- 
puted claim has been laid aside. 

These Indians have sent up a memorial to Con- 
ress representing that they are in a starving con- 
ition, in consequence of the drought of last au- 

tumn. This money has been due four years. 
The claim is undisputed; the award made in ac- 
cordance with a standard which the Government 
itself settled; and now we are told by the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means of the House of Rep- 
rsentatives that, while they feel themselves bound 
by a printed contract, yet they have not time to 
investigate this matter. I protest against it. I 
protest against it in the name of that fair fame, 
without which no Government has prospered, 
and no Government ought to prosper. 1 am as 
much in favor of economy as auy one; but, when 
1 think of those Indians, when I read this memo- 
rial, when | go to the Department and see the re- 
portof the Auditor, when | read, as | have, the 
appeals of these Indians, I cannot but hope that 
the House will conedr in this amendment, 

Sir, the Committee on Finance in the Senate 
first reported against this claim; but after inves- 
tigating it, “ took back their report. 1 appeal 
to them, and | appeal to the debate which took 
place when they took back their report, to show 
that this is a just claim. It is a claim which ap- 

is to our humanity as well as to our justice; 
and it is one which should not be put off. These 
Indians agree to take the bonds of the Govern- 


-ment; they do not ask money. They only ask 


that you shall issue your obligations for what 
your own Auditor, the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, and every officer of the Government, 
show has been due them for many years past. 
i have no interest in it; I know nothing about it. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the House will not 
adopt so Important an amendment as this y 
so little information. This amendment, un — 
tionably, is improperly put upon this bill. hie 
there, at least, in violation of the rules of a 
House. The case put by the gentleman frets 
Kentucky (Mr. Stevenson] is not a parallel} one 
That was a case where Congress directed the off. 
cers of Congress to purchase property, subject 
however, to the decision-of the committees of or), 
Houses. The committees of both Houses ase 
sented to the purchase; and we had nothing to go 
with the matter at all, except to appropriate the” 
money to carry into execution that purchase. 

It is not a parallel case to this. This is an ola 
claim. There are a thousand disputed facts con. 
nected with it. It was impossible for the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means to look into those 
facts. There have been reports for and againgt 
the claim. It is amatter which would require the 
attention of a good lawyer a long time. Indeed 
a Senator told me that if I was to sit down and 
carefully examine the papers, he thought in fifty 
hours I might begin to know something about ii. 
It was, therefore, impossible for the Committee 
of Ways and Means to consider the claim, | 
think it ought to stand upon its own merits, and 
ought not to be attached to an appropriation bill, 

If the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Erug- 
RIDGE,] the chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, will bring in a bill so that it may be con- 
sidered as the Oregon and Washington war debt 
bill was considered, and it passes, I have no ob. 
jection; but it seems to me that, to pass this im- 
portant amendment at this stage of the session, 
without further consideration, would be toassume 
a very grave eee 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. If this matter had not 
already been adjudicated, certainly the objection 
taken by the gentleman from Ohio could be well 
taken; but this matter has been referred and 
referred, and adjudicated over and over again; 
and if we were to bring in fifty bills, and ask the 
House to investigate the claim, it never would be 
investigated, and gentlemen would never be Let- 
ter prepared to vote upon it than they are now. 
I hold that where the matter has been adjudicated 
and the amount ascertained, and the treaty pro- 
vides that that adjudication shall be final, this 
House has no discretion but to pay the amount 
found to be due. 

Mr. STEVENSON. One word to my friend 
from Ohio, the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways anid Means. Let me say to him that this 
is an award. The Government of the United 
States agreed to refer the matter to the Senate of 
the United States, and to pay whatever the Sen- 
ate of the United States should award. Now, 
why should not we pay-it? We still have unad- 
justed claims with these Indians. [ admit that 
there are a good many disputed balances. But 
my friend cannot say that any part of the amount 
provided for here is dinpasal All the disputed 
items are thrown out. The award of the Senate 
amounts to over three million dollars, but this was 
agreed to be put in because there was no dispute 
about it. The Senate was the arbitrator. The 
Government of the United States made the follow- 
ing agreement in the treaty: 

“Arr. Il. The Government of the United States, not be- 
ing prepared to assent to the claim set up under the treaty of 
September 27, 1830, and so earnestly contended for by te 
Choctaws as a rule of settlement, but justly appreciating 
the sacrifices, faithtul services, and general good couduct 
of the Choctaw people, and being desirous that their rights 
and claims against the United States snall receive a just, 
fair, and liberal consideration, it is therefore stipulated that 
the following oo be submitted for adjudication to the 
Senate of the United States : 

‘< Pirst. Whether the Choctaws are entitled to, or shall be 
allowed, the proceeds of the sale of the lands ceded by them 
to the United States by the treaty of September 27, eo) 
deducting therefrom the cost of their survey and sale, 4” 
all just and proper expenditures and payments under the 
provisions of said treaty ; and if so, what price per acre shall 
be allowed to the Choctaws for the land remaining unsold, 
in order that a final settlement with them may be promptly 
effected ; or— 

“Second. Whether the Choctaws shall be allowed 3 
gross sum in further and full satisfaction of all their claims, 
national and individual, against the United States; 
so, how much ?” ? 
The twelfth article of the treaty contained this 
clause: a 

“ It being expressly understood that the adjudication 
decision of the Senute shai be ual” 

The Senate chose. They could say how !t 
should be paid. They coun pay either a gross 
























The only thing which appeals to me is, that itis 
a just claim, undisputed; and these poor, suffer- 
ing people should not be knocking fruitlessly at 
the door of this Government, which professes to 
be just. 

My friend says this claim does not properly 
belong to this bill. Now, the title of this bill is, | 
‘*A bill making appropriations for the current 
and a expenses of the Indian Depart- 
ment and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with 
various Indian tribes fur the year ending June 
30), 1862.”" Why should it not be paid now, and 
here? Ithas been due since 1855, when the treaty 
was entered into with these Indians, agreeing to 
settle and to pay. That settlement has been made. 
The United States took upon itself what it had no 
right to do—to settle all the terms, the mode and 
manner in which the settlement was to be made; 
and now, when the officers of the Government 
report that there is this amount due, without the 
least set-off, without the least drawback, and there 
is no dispute about it, we tell them we have not 
time to attend to it, although they are suffering 
and starving, and although we have had the land, 
and have put the money into our Treasury. 

1 appeal, Mr. Chairman, to this House, not to 
let this stigma rest upon the public credit of our 
Government. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I will say to the House 
that if this matter were allowed to go over, I doubt 
very much whether half a dozen members, not 
acquainted with the Indian department of the 
Government, would be any better informed in re- 
gard to the character of thisclaim. I will go into 
no details; but | ask the House not to put this 
amendment aside upon the objection that itought 
not to have been attached to this appropriation 
bill. There is no doubt of the justness of this 
claim; and the only reason the Committee on 
indian Affairs did not urge it last session was the 
condition of the Treasury. Now, however, we 
cannot be indifferent to the appeals which come 
to us from those Indians, in reference to their suf- 
fering condition. 

1 will not detain the House by going into any 
details of the claim. It is admitted, so far as the 
Government is concerned. It is res adjudicata, 
and itis just as binding upon the Government as 
any sentence that can be rendered by the judicial 
department of the Government, It has passed 
through all the forms of law. The Indians have 
not been represented. The Government have had 
it in their own hands. And now, at this time, 
when this amount is necessary to them for their 
very existence, | do hope the condition of the 
Treasury will not be urged as an objection to 
doing that which humanity, as well as law and 
justice, requires. If Congress intend ever to pa 
this debt, or any portion of it, certainly at this 
juncture of time, this reasonable amount, this un- 
disputed amount, ought to be paid, or some pro- 
vision made by which the Indians can realize it, 
or the proceeds thereof, to save their existence. 

I repeat, that if this claim goes over to the next 
Congress, or for ten years, yet the House will 
necessarily be compelled to rest upon the state- 
ments of gentlemen who have had time to examine 
it. It isacomplicated matter. It was referred 
to commissioners to award it, and this claim may 
be considered as unquestionable. Itmay be said 
to be a claim made by the Government against 
itself at a time when tbe Indians may be said not 
to have been represented atall. It was expressly 
provided in the treaty, that the award of the Sen- 
ate should be final. It is final; it is a judgment; 
and I appeal to the House to pay at least this por- 
tion of the debt which is clearly unquestionable. 

The amount of the claim is much larger than 
this; but this amendment provides for the pay- 
ment of $1,202,560 85. That item is not ques- 
tioned at all. The amendment of the Senate also 
provides that: 

“Tn lieu of making such payments in money, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury may, at his discretion, issue to the 
Choctaws, on their requisition as aforesaid, certificates of 
stock in the name of the United States, bearing interest at 
the rate of six per centum per annum, payable semi-an- 
nually at the Treasury of the United States; said certifi- 
cates to be redeemable in ten years or sooner, at the pleas- 
ure of the President of the United States, and to be trans- 
ferable by the i authorities of the Choctaw nation in 
such form as the Secretary ef the Treasury shall prescribe. 

It does not take a dollar out of the Treasury. 
It enables the Indians, however, to avail them- 
seives of the amount 
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sum or so much per acre. hey chose the latter. 
They had their auditors; the ndiens were not 
represented. The Government admits that this 
sum is due beyond all dispute. The Senate have 
closed the matter by saying, whatever we agree to 





| It is said, Mr. Speaker, that a permanent dis- 


| ruption of this Union will inevitably follow un- 


pay you must take as final; and now, when starv- | 


ation is staring them in the face, are we to refuse | 


to pay them? 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryla 


the Senate: 

«“ Provided, That the question whether the undetermined 
balance, not now appropriated, of $1,190,000 of the sum 
reported by the Committee on Indian Affairs as due the 
Choctaws under the treaty and award aforesaid, is a legit- 
imate charge against the Choctaws by the terms of the said 
award, be reserved for the future decision of the Senate.” 


rid, if the residue Of the amendment should be 
concurred in, of the recognition of the Senate as 
a binding authority to determine hereafter how 
rauch we are to pay to these Indians. That is 


my only purpose. 

Mr. PHE PS. Mr. Chairman, I am some- 
what unwell, and do not feel prepared to enter 
into the discussion of this question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest to the gentleman 
that he had better yield fora motion that the com- 
mittee rise. k 

Mr. PHELPS. I submit that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. : 

So the committee rose; and, the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Cotrax reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had under consideration 
the amendments of the Senate to the Indian ap- 
propriation bill, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

Mr. GURLEY. 
lution——. 

Mr. BURNETT 
now adjourn. 

Mr. GROW. Have you objection to having 
an evening session for the purpose of debate ? 

Mr. BURNETT. If there are any gentlemen 
who desire to speak this evening, | have no ob- 

jection. 

Mr.GROW. There are one or two gentlemen 
who wish to speak. 

Mr. BURNETT. I modify my motion, to meet 
the views of the gentleman. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House, ac- 
cordingly, (at five o’clock, p. m.,) took a recess 
until seven o’clock. 


I submit the following reso- 


I move that the House do 





EVENING SESSION. 

The House reassembled at seven o’clock, (Mr. 
Avpricu occupying the chair as Speaker pro tem- 
pore,) and resumed the consideration of the special 
order, being the report of the committee of thirty- 
three upon the present condition of the country. 

Mr. GOOCH addressed the House on the state 
of the Union. [His speech will be published in 
the ae 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. Speaker, I blush to see 
the record of our proceedings on this question 
which now agitates thecountry. They resemble 
the advertisements of patent medicines—cach man 
adjuring you to give his nostrums only a fair trial. 
GenUemen do not seem to reflect that the disease 
is of a character which only requires time, deiib- 
eration, and a firm but mild treatment with the 
medicines which the doctors of our Constitution 
and liberties advertised to the world three fourths 
of acentury ago; or it is one that all your pallia- 
tives will in vain exert their effects to restore heaith 
and vigor and soundness to the body-politic. 

The great founders of the nation formed our 
Constitution in the maxims of equality and jus- 
tice; and they adopted the scheme of determining 
political disputes; and the character of adminis- 
tration by popular majorities as the peculiar dis- 
unction of our free institutions, and the security 
of the freedom which they made the substratum 
of government... The danger now lurking in our 
pathway arises from a misapplication of the true 
democratic principles which are forever associ- 
ated with the illustrious framers of the Constitu- 
ton; and whenever the majority of the people 
shall be unfaithful to the precepts and genius of 
these principles, their danger is imminent, the 
os 18 great, and all true patriots will have cause 
or the deepest anxiety for the fate of civilization, 


social and political, in our once proud and boasted 
Union. 





| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
in point of time, and mischievous in principle, | 


less something is done, and done quickly; some 
compromise or some concession, on the part of the 
North, is made. I know, sir, that, in most coun- 
tries, the science of governing, to a great extent, 
is the practice of expedients: and it is true with 


|| us that there may be, and should be sometimes, 
I move to strike | 
out the following proviso to the amendment of |, 


a variance between the theories and practical ac- 
tion of legislators and rulers. But, I ask if any 
| gentleman can give me the assurance that, in 
poneeng aes by adopting some of these schemes, 

eyond we shall have living peace and the un- 
broken march of advancing freedom? Oh, no! 
| Your pledge would be deceptive, and all your 


|| promises ‘* turn to ashes on the lips’’ of the 
My purpose, Mr. Chairman, is simply to get | 


future. 

A just nation, Mr. Speaker, like a just man, 
must live by the landmarks of its faith, and the 
_ Virtues of early and constant uprightness. 
| But suppose, sir, in the case before us, which 
| threatens the existence of the Government, that 
| something should be done, and that something 
| could be done, not to fetter or circumscribe liberty 
| in the present, or in the ages hereafter; is it not 
| better—more in accordance with the spirit and 
| genius of our #fstitutions—to first establish the 


fathers in the spirit of liberty, and the Union of 
the States, cemented by their patriotism and blood, 
and the enforcement of the laws, instituted for the 
peaceful working and perpetuation of our institu- 
tions, are permanent and indestructible realities, 
except the people—the source of all power—un- 
der and within the forms prescribed in the Con- 
| stitution, decree a change? 

Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that a Govern- 
ment, or a Union, maintained by concession, in 
the face of rebellion and at its demand, suffers 
demoralization—soon losing the power to enforce 
itself; and in the end, as the varied pretexts arise, 
| must falla wreck to the mad schemes or open vio- 
| lence of faction, rebellion, or treason. e are 
| not left to conjecture as to what now confronts 
| us. Six States in open rebellion, in the spirit of 
| avowed enemies they have seized the public prop- 
| erty; they have contemptuously spurned the pub- 

lic authority; converted our Government defenses 
into blockades for the conspirators; they have 
| robbed our Treasury, plundered our mints, and 
| refused to pay over the public revenue. 
| Mr. Speaker, with treason in these contuma- 
cious States—treason, by men who are sworn to 
| support the Constitution, in the Executive Depart- 
ments of the Government and in the Halls of Con- 
gress, we talk about compromise. I do not hesi- 
tate in the course I shall pursue; and in this I 
shall disappoint no just expectation of those that 
sent me here. Sir, i cannot consent that slavery 
| shall receive any new or additional guarantees, I 
| would not purchase the allegiance of the South; 
| and especially would I not by the unconditional 
| or gradual surrender of all we fought for in the 
| last campaign. In other words, | will not con- 
| sent to the settlement of the present dispute on 
| terms which give slavery any better footing, or 
| greater security, than it has now. All that ithas, 
and all the guarantees that it is justly entitled to, 
| myself and the people I represent will faithfully 
observe; but no action of mine shall be directed 
against that political progress which the spirit of 
our system was intended to foster and promote, 
and which to-day, in the free North, is illustrated 
by the wealth, the intelligence, the industry and 
invention, the love of equal liberty and of equal 
laws, of her citizens. 

And yet, Mr. Speaker, I meet this alarming pos- 
ture of our national affairs in no spirit of bravado 
or intimidation, but with generousand conciliatory 
message and intent; and therefore, while opposing 
all the plans of adjustment and compromise that 
have been submitted to this House as misplaced 


have not thought it improper or unwise that del- 
egates from the people, elected upon the issues 
and questions that now disturb the peace of the 
country, should assemble in convention, in the 
mode prescribed in the Constitution; and then, 
if possible, compose and adjust our troubles. In 
this spirit, and with this end in view, I proposed 
a substitute (now before this House) for all the 
pending measures of the committee of thirty-three, 
as follows: 


Whereas the Constitution prescribes in article five that 
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| the members of this House in rega 
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“the Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall 
deen: it necessary, shall propose ayrendments to this Con- 


| stitution, or, on the application of the Legislatures of two 


thirds of the several States, shall call a convention for pro- 
posing amendments, which, iu either case, shall be valid, 
to all intents and purposes, as part of this Constitution, 
when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the 
several States, or by couvention in three fourths thereof,” 
and whereas varied and conflicting opinions prevail among 
to the causes which 
have produced the anhappy disturbances now afflicting our 
country, and in regard to the proper mode of quieting and 
adjusting these disturbances, and guarding against their 
future recurrence: Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That, in the judgment of this House, the proper 
tribunal to which all existing disturbing questions should 
be referred for deliberate consideration and finai settlement 
is a convention of delegates trom the several States of the 
Union, to be called in the mode prescribed in the Consti- 
tution. 

To this all can agree: those opposed to all com- 
promise or change, and those in favor; those from 
the border slave States, and those from the free 
States; and then, if, at last, we shall not agree to 
live in union and fraternity, as our fathers in- 
tended, and as all patriots now desire, the people 


| of the North, with the same stern and irresistible 


seg oF which has reared the civilization and 
ove of liberty of eighteen million freemen, can 
prepare for the alternatives of separation by peace- 


—to | ful negotiation, or union by the force of arms. 
great truth that the Constitution, framed by our || 


For me, the Constitution is sufficient as it is, and 
I would make no change in any of its sacred parts. 
Others may think differently; and will not all wait 
and see what the people say? 

Messrs. HASKIN, BLAIR, and KELLOGG 
of Michigan, next addressed the House. [Their 
speeches will be published in the Appendix.) 

And then, on motion of Mr. KELLOGG, of 
Michigan, ) atnine o’clock and thirty-five minutes, 
p. m.,) the House adjourned until Monday next, 
at ten o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, February 25, 1861 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guater. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of 
Saturday last. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. There isa spe- 
cial order for half past eleven o’clock to-day, and 
it will take a long time to read that Journal. I 
presume nobody !s attending to it. We are com- 
pelled to trust to the accuracy of the Secretary of 
the Senate and his officers to make up that record, 
and the Presiding Officer is compelled to examine 
it before he himself signs it, [ believe; and I there- 
fore suggest and move that the further reading of 
the Journal be dispensed with. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved to 
dispense with the further reading of the Journal. 
The Chair hears no objection. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, presented the 
credentials of Hon. Cuarzres B. Mitcuet, elected 
a Senator by the Legislature of the State of Ark- 
ansas, for the term of six years, commencing on 
the 4th day of March, 1861; which were read, and 
ordered to be filed. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill (No. 777) for the relief of William 
Haynie, administrator of Ann Haynie, was read 
twice by its tit]>, and referred to the Committes 
on Pensions. 

OREGON ‘VAR DEBT. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
bY Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
ouse had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 11 
to provide for the payment of expenses incurre 
by the Territories of Washington and Oregon in 
the suppression of Indian hostilities therein in the 
years 1855 and 1856, with amendments; in which 

the concurrence of the Senate was requested. 
‘ Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. r. Presi- 
ent—— 

Mr. LANE. Will the Senator allow me a mo- 
ment? J desire to know if action can now be taken 
on the bill which has just been returned from the 
House of Representatives. It is the Senate bill 
to provide for the payment of expenses incurred 
by the Territories of Washington and Oregon in 
the suppression of Indian hostilities therein in 
the years 1855 and 1856. The House of Repre- 
sentatives have struck out the Senate bill and in- 
serted an amendment. I should like to have some 
time fixed for its consideration, and that very 
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soon. If it is in order, I should like to make a | tee has any right to interfere with slavery 
|| ina Sta 


motion—-—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator from 
Arkonsas yields the floor to the Setiator from 
Oregon, he can make any motion he desires. 

Mr LANE. Then | move that some time be 


fixed when we can have action on the House | 
amendment to the Senate bili—say w-day at three | 


o'clock, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. -I hope there will be no 


time fixed parucularly to-day, because at twelve || 
o’clock I shall move to take up the civil appro- 


priation bill. 


o'clock to-morrow morning. 


i} 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and | 
seconded that the amendment of the House of | in the last election succeeded, by constitutiunal 
Representatives to the bill to provide for the pay- | 
ment of expenses incurred by the Territories of | 


Washington and Oregon in the suppression of | 


Indian hostilities therein in the years 1855 and 


morning at half-past eleven o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BIGLER presented a memorial of citizens | 


of Chester county, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
speedy adoption of such measures as are substan- 
tially embraced by the resolutions of Hon. Mr. 
Crittenpen; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


lie on the table. 


mise proposed by Hon, Mr. Critrenpen or the 
Representatives of the border States; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a series of resolutions, unan- 
imously adopted at the Democratic State conven- 
tion, held at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on the 
22d instant, deprecating the use of coercive meas- 


ures against any of the southern States, approv- | 
ing of the conciliatory overtures of the southern | 
border States, and declaring their hearty concur- | 
rence in all reasonable and constitutional meas- || 


ures for the preservation of the Union, consist- 
ently with the rights of all the States; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr SUMNER presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Haverhill, Massachusetts, representing 


that they are loyal to the Constitution of the Uni- || 
ted States, and in favor of the administration of | 


the Federal Government in accordance with con- 
stitutional provisions and the spirit and intentions 
of its framers; and believing that the Constitution 
should be obeyed rather than amended, they are 
opposed to all constitutional amendments or com- 
promises by which slavery sball receive new 
guarantees or be extended into territory now free, 
and petition Congress not to adopt any measures 
by which the system of American slavery shall 
be extended and protected in the Territories now 


belonging to, or that may hereafter be acquired | 
nited States; which was ordered to lie | 


by, the 
on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of the 
State of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 
passage of any act of Congress, or any amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States, 
which shall extend human servitude or give it new 
gvarantees—‘* what our fathers would not grant 
to their companions and fellow-sufferers, in the 
Revolution, we hope-their sons will not grant to 
the present holders of slaves;” which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have a memorial, also from 
citizens of Massachusetts, in which they call upon 
Congress to enact by law, that no person, black 
or white, male or female, shall be reduced to a 
condition of slavery or ered, servitude, ex- 
ceptas a punishment for crime, by the laws of 
any one of the States or Territories, belonging 
thereto, or by any person or persons residi 
therein; and that. all persons so held, be declare 
free and independent citizens. I offer this memo- 
rial, sir, because 1 deem it my duty to offer all 
memorials that are respectful in form, when sent 
to me; but in offe t, 1 take this occasion to 
declare most explicitly, that I do not think that 


‘ osal | hundred and fifty-two legal voters of the count 
He also presented a petition of citizens of West || y 6 y 


Alexander, Pennsylvania, in favor of the compro- || 





te. JI ask that the memorial lie on the 
| table. 


{t was so ordered. 


Mr. TEN EYCK presented a petition of citi- , . 
Weteiser: withoutdistinc- | _ The VICE PRESIDENT. If there 


| zensof Bordentown, 


adverse report? 


February 25, 


be permitted to withdraw his petition for a 
sion, and the papers accom anying the anes. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Has there bees an 


Mr. DURKEE. J think there has been. 
be unan. 


| tion of party, praying Congress to stand firm for || !Mous consent, then, the order will be made. 


the Union, the Constitution as it is, and the en- 
| lie on the table. 


Market, New Jersey, setting forth that it is not 


| only incompatible with honor and patriotism, but | 
Mr. LANE Then I propose half past eleven || cowardly and base, for Republicans to surrender, 


under the pressure of secession and secession 
threats; that they have done no wrong, but have 


means, by addressing the enlightened reason and 
conscience of the people, in view of long years of 
misrule and rapacity of a corrupt party and Ad- 


] | ministration; and that it is incumbent upon all 
1856, be made the special order for to-morrow | 


ood citizens to maintain the supremacy of the 
| onstitution and the laws. They recommend to 
| their Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
| and all others in authority, to stand by the Con- 
| stitution as it is and the Government of the coun- 
| try, and to make no compromise whatever. The 

petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

| Mr. GREEN presented a memorial of inhab- 


| itants of Dakota, praying Congress to grant them 


such a territorial organization as will, without 


ns al ‘| embodying the contested provisions ofthe Wilmot 
He also presented a petition of citizens of Jef- | ys | 


ferson county, Pennsylvania, praying for the | 
oie: of the compromise measures proposed | 
by Hon. Mr. Crirrenven; which was ordered to | 

| 


proviso, enable them to enjoy in peace the fruits 
of their labor, and to feel the protecting hand of | 
authority; which was ordered to lie on the table. | 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Ihave a petition of six | 
| 


of Laporte, in the State of Indiana, representing 
that strenuous efforts have been made in that 
county to procure a false representation of the 
sentiments of the people by circulating petitions 





| favorable to whatis generally knownas the Critten- 
den Brepoeniees. 


hese petitioners, six hundred 
and fifty-two in number, legal voters, represent 
that they are attached to the Constitution and the 
Union, and are willing to redeem all the pledges 
of American citizens for the enforcement of the 
laws, and opposed to any compromise with par- 
ties who are in hostility to the Government. I 
move that the petition be laid on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BIGLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
626) for the relief of Stephen F, Willis, reported 
it withont amendment. 

Mr. DURKEE. The Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 101) 
granting an invalid pension to John Purcell, have 
instructed me to report it without amendment, 


dollars a month; a very meritorious case, 

Mr. GRIMES. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie over. 

Mr. LANE, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the 

tition of Anne M. Smith, widow of General 

ersifer F. Smith, praying compensation for the 
collection and disbursement of public moneys by 
her late husband, while he was in command of 
the military division of the Pacific, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 569) for the 
relief of Mrs. Anne M. Smith, widow of General 
Persifer F. Smith. 

The bill was read, and passed toa second read- 
ing; and the report was ordered to be printed. 
a4 GWIN, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 896) for the relief of D. D. Har- 
rill, reported it without amendment, and recom- 
mended its passage. 


‘ POST ROUTE BILL. 


Mr.GWIN. Lask leave to present informal] 
an amendment which I shall submit to the amend- 
ment to the post route bill, offered by the Senator 
from New York (Mr. Sewarp] on Saturday last; 
and I ask that it may be printed, in order that, 
when it comes up, I may move it. 

The amendment was ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
Mr. DURKEE. I move that William J. Sears 


and ask its immediate passage. It is only four 





Mr. TRUMBULL. There ought to be some 


forcement of all the laws; which was ordered to || Te#80n given, if there is an adverse report, 


Mr. DURKEE. The reason he assigns is, that 


He also presented a petition of citizens of New || he has other testimony which he wants to add tg 


that which has been already submitted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objection: 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the rule ought yo, 
to allow papers to be withdrawn when there is an 
adverse report. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The rule does not: 
but it can be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not desire to inter. 
pe objection. I only call the attention of the 

nate to it, 

Leave was granted. 

Mr. LANE. I desire permission to withdray 
the papers of John Carter applying fora pension 
His papers were sent to the Committee on Pen- 
sions at the last session. His papersare import. 
antto him. He has lost an arm in the servicg. 
he is unable to work, and the papers are of cop. 
sequence tonobodv else. In fact, the letters from 
his commanding officers were very handsome. He 
now desires to withdraw the papers, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob. 
jection, the order willbe made The Chair hears 
no objection. 

BILL BECOME A LAW. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. GLossprenner, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President approved and signed, 
on the 23d instant, a bill (S. No. 345) for the re- 
lief of Mary Walbach, widow of the late brevet 
Brigadier General John DeB. Walbach, of the 
United States Army. 


DES MOINES GRANT. 


Mr. LANE. I desire to withdraw the motion 
I made a day or two ago, to reconsider the vote 
on the passage of the joint resolution (H.R. No. 
70) to quit title to lands in the State of Iowa. | 
examined the case pretty thoroughly, and I have 
given attention to it since I made the motion to 
reconsider. There is only one thing in the world 
that could induce me to go for it, and that is for 
the protection of settlers. 1 withdraw the motion 
to reconsider. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unani- 
mous consent to withdraw the motion to recon- 
sider. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. GRIMES. I believe that the vote on the 
passage of the bill was reconsidered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, and others. No. 

Mr. GRIMES. Then the bill is passed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Yes. 


LAND LAWS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I have called 
up twice before a resolutic n with which I was in- 
trusted from the Committee on Public Lands 
during the last session. I have each time con- 
sented, on the earnest request of Senators, that !t 
should be laid over, so that they might have an 
opportunity to examine it. It is in regard to 4 
digest of laws that is of necessity and great utilily 
to the officers of the Government. I will read * 
letter of the Secretary of the Interior; and then the 
Senate can act on it as they think proper. The 
letter is very short. Being called on by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands for information in regard 
to the propriety of a resolution which was offered 
and adopted here instructing the committee to 10- 
quire into the necessity or propriety of purchasing 
what are called Lester’s Land Laws, Decisions, 
&c., the Secretary made this reply: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Wasutnoron, June 4, 1860. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknow the reference of 
Senate joint resolution No. 39, in with your letter of 
the eens berwee of this Department Sone. 

In ; 1 have the honor to state thay “ Lester’s 
Laws, Decisions,” &c.,to which the resolution relates, as 
been in use in this Department, toa limited extent, lor & 


mouth past, and is found to be very valuable for convenient 
reference to laws and decisions rearing to lands, pension® 
military bounty, scrip, and other matters of department 
supervision and action. The is well arranged ; ® } 
far as it bas been tested, has been found to be complete. 
regard it as almost indispensable for all the officers in 


land and pensiomeervice to have each a copy ; and am of 
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attorneys. and other officers; and therefore recommend 
cuch legislation by Congress as is contemplated by the joint 
resolution No. 39, which I have now the honor herewith to 


He ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ver eT kee J. THOMPSON, Secretary. 
Hon. R. W. Jonnson, Chairman of the Committee on Pub- 

lic Lands, United States Senate. 

This is a compilation, a digest, not only of the 
jaws whichare scattered in every direction through 
our general collection of laws, but of all the de- 
cisions of the various courts in regard to a num- 
ber of subjects here mentioned, which renders the 
volume of exceeding value, not only to the public 
service, but to every private legal library. Under 
the authority of the committee, I brought in the 
resolution during the last session, with a limita- 
tion that in no event should more than two thou- 
sand copies be purchased for the use of the Gov- 
ernment. Itcomes peculiarly recommended ; and 
comes with advantages and benefits to the public 
service of peculiar value. ] ask that the resolution 
may now be considered and passed; and | hope 
and believe it will excite no debate, after this, as 
I think, full explanation of the matter. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed, as in the Committee of the Whole, the 
consideration of the joimt resolution (S. No. 39) 
authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to pur- 
chase certain books, the question being on the 
amendment of the Committee on Public Faull, to 
strike out all after the resolving clause, and in- 
sert: 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, 
authorized to purchase of W. W. Lester, such number of 
copies of * Lester’s Land Laws, Regulations, and Decis- 
ions,”’ as may be necessary to furnish one copy to each sur- 
veyor general, register of a Jand office, and receiver of pub- 
lic moneys, and to every officer of the United States now 
entitled by law to the laws of the United States, published 
by Liwe & Brown, to be held for the use ot their respective 
offices, ai a price noi exceeding four dollars per copy: Pro- 
vided, however, ‘That no greater number of copies shall be 
purchased than may be required by the terms above set 
torth, and shall in no event exceed $2,000: 4nd further, 
That it $2,000 shall prove to be insufficient to supply the 
offices hereinbefore specified, then it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Interior to select such proper offices 
for the distribution as, in his judgment, shall be deemed best 
for the public interest. 

Mr FESSENDEN. I! do not know but that 
the amendment is well enough; but I do not see 
any reason for passing it atall. It looks to me 
very much like a great many things of the same 
kind we have had. A man has compiled a book, 
and he wants to sell it, and he comes here, and 
we are asked to buy a couple of thousand copies 
for the different offices. There is no reason why 
these officers should not informa themselves of the 
laws governing their offices, and their duties, as 
other people do. Why should we again begin the 
system of purchasing these publications, and giv- 
ing them currency? We stopped it once, and I 
think we may as well keep it stapped. At any 
rate, we have not any money to lay out in books 
now. . 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. After the ex- 
planation I have made, I do not think it necessary 
to consume time, in reply to the Senator from 
Maine. 1 merely ask that a vote be taken. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Mason in 
the chair) put the question on the amendment, 
and declared that the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. There was but 
one man voting on each side. I never heard of 
such a decision. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
can call for a division. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
amendment ought to be adopted. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The amendment is well 
enough, | suppose. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being, on 
adivision—ayes twenty-seven, noes not counted. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended, and the amendment was concurred in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now 1s,** Shall the joint resolution be engrossed, 
and read the third time?” 

Mr. KING. 1 ask for the yeas and nays on 

e passage. 

Several Senators. 
without. 

Mr. BRIGHT. T should like to hear the res- 
olution read, or some oe state what it is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint res- 
olution will be read the third time. 


Certainly the 


Oh, nox we shall reject it 
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Mr. COLLAMER. | suggest that the ques- 
tion en the third reading be taken bya count, 
without the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KING. 1 will withdraw the call for the 
yeas and nays until a count is had. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason in 
thechair.) tis the duty of the Charr to announce 
that the special order fur half past eleven o’clock 


| is the bill establishing certain post routes, which 


must be taken up. 

Mr. POLK. That bill has been occupying the 
morning hour of the Senate for three or four days 
past; and | think it ought to be postponed, that 
we may be allowed to do something else which 
does not require so much time. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask that it 
be postponed informally, until we take a vote on 
this joint resolution, 

Mr. POLK. I move to postpone it until one 
o’clock, because then some other things can come 


up. 
er, FESSENDEN. Attwelveo2clock, I shall 
move to take up the civil appropriation bill. 

Mr. POLK. Well, then, to-morrow at one 
o’clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
informed that the Senator from Missouri is prob- 
ably mistaken as to the bill to which he referred. 
The bill to which the Senator refers is the bill 


| (H.R. No. 950) in relation to the postal service. 


The bill which is before the Senate at eleven 
o’clock is the bill establishing certain post routes. 

Mr. POLK. Lam not mistaken. “It has been 
up three mornings; at least the whole morning 
hour has been occupied for two days with speeches 
on it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
entertain the motion. 

Mr. POLK. | move that the bill be postponed 
until to-morrow at half past twelve o ‘clock. 

Mr. LATHAM. IL hope that will not prevail. 
I think the object might be obtained by post- 
poning it to twelve o’clock. That will give half 
an hour for presenting petitions and other busi- 
ness. I move to amend the motion by saying 
twelve o’clock to-day, if this subject is post- 
poned at all. 

Mr. POLK. I think half past twelve o’clock 
to-morrow will be soon enough. I prefer that 
hour. I have been trying to get up a bill for some 
time past. Other Senators are in the same posi- 
tion. I had my bill up once, and it was post- 
oned for this. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER It is moved 
that the bill establishing certain post routes be 
postponed until to-morrow, at half past twelve 
o’clock, and made the special order. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It may just as well be 
disposed of to-day. There is no objection, I sup- 
pose, to voting on it; but if we postpone it from 
day to day, we have the same speeches on one 
side and the other over again day after day, and 
we shall never get through. 

Mr.GWIN. We ought to take up this bill 
and act on it now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We may as well settle 
itat one time as another. 1 suppose there will 
be no objection to allowing it to ve voted on 

Mr. POLK. Iam not sure it can be acted on 
now; because the Senator from New York (Mr. 
Sewarp] has an amendment, ard the Senator 
from California [Mr.Gway] has just proposed an 
amendment to that amendment, and had an order 
made to print it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from New 
York, if he has anamendment toanything before 
the Senate at the present time, ought to be here 
to vote on it. I am opposed to postponing for 
anybody at this last week of the session. If Sen- 
ators cannot be here to move their amendments, 
I shall not pay much attention to them. 

Mr. GWIN. | offered my amendment a few 
minutes ago; but the first motion is to have a 
committee of conference on the bill, which ought 
to be disposed of now. 

Mr. WADE. If it is in order, 1 move to post- 
SS all prior orders, and take up House bill No. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state that there is a motion pending to postpone 
the bill now before the Senate until to-morrow, 
at half past twelve o’clocky which has precedence. 


















The motion to postpone the post route bill 
until half past twelve o’clock to-morrow was not 
agreed to. 

Mr.GWIN. Now, hope that the Senate will 
proceed with the consideration of the bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The bill (H. 


|| R. No. 714) establishing certain post roates is 


now before the Senate. 

Mr.WADE. 1 move to postpone it, and take 
up House bill No. 950, in relation to the postal 
service. It has been up here and debated, until I 
hope it will be acted on without further debate 
on it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator state to what time he proposes to postpone 
the pending bill? 

Mr.GWIN. If the Senator will propose to 
postpone the bill now under consideration to half 
past eleven o’clock to-morrow, I am perfectly 
willing. 

Mr. WADE. Very well. 

Mr. POLK. I object to that. This bill has 
crowded out everythtug from the morning hour 
on three different days. No legislation can be 
had because of this bill, which was held up some 
two weeks after it came in here, as stated by one 
of the Senators from California, without action 
on it. 

Mr. GWIN. Who held it up? 

Mr. POLK. Ido not know. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senate held it up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senators will 
preserve order. The Senator from Missouri has 
the floor. 

Mr. POLK. I hope the Senator from Ohio will 
fix a later hour in the day to postpone it to, and 
let other States have some possible chance of get- 
ting something before the Senate during this last 
week of the session. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Itis now moved 
to postpone the bill (EF, R. No, 714) establishing 
certain post routes until to-morrow at half past 
leven o’clock. 

Mr.GWIN. There is a special order for that 
hour—the Oregon war debt bill—and I think we 
had better dispose of this bill now. 

Mr. LATHAM. I would suggest to my col- 
eague, who has control of this bill, that he con- 
sent to let it go over to half past twelve o’clock 
to-morrow, with the understanding that the Sen- 
ate will then take it up and finally dispose of it. 

Mr. GWIN. I am willing to agree to that, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I cannot be a party to 
any understanding thata bill is to be taken up 
and finally finished, as long as there are two ap- 
propriation bills behind the one at present under 
consideration. I am willing to allow a reasona- 
ble time; but I cannot consent to any such ar- 
rangement. 

Mr.GWIN. Ido not want any further under- 
standing than that, if a majority of the Senate will 
take it up and dispose of it at half past twelve 
o’clock, to-morrow, | shall be satisfied. 

Mr. LATHAM, That is sufficient. 

Mr. GREEN. I shall vote for postponing this 
bill, but against taking up the. bill indicated by 
the Senator from Ohio. T will do so for this rea- 
son: there are important territorial matters that 
ought to be attended to to-day, so that the House 
of Representatives can act on them to-morrow, 
which is devoted to territorial business in the 
fpouse, and I think therefore that we ought to 
dave at least an hour to-day to act on territorial 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Those in favor 
of Poeiae ins the post route bill until half past 
eleven o’cloc 

Mr.GWIN. Half past twelve o’clock. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
of the Senator from Ohio was half past twelve 
o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Foryey, its Clerk, announced that the 
ava, had signed an enrolled bill (H. R. No. 
435) to refund to the Territory of Utah the ex- 
penses incurred in suppressing Indian hostilities 
in the year 1853: which thereupon received the 
signature of the Vice President. 


THE POSTAL BERVICE. 
Mr. WADE. 1 now renew my motion. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio moves to take up for consideration 
House bill No. 950, in relation to the postal ser- 
vice. 

The question being put, there were, on a di- 
vision—ayes 20, noes 14. 

Mr.GREEN. Is thirty-four a quorum? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair so 
understands. , 

Mr. GREEN. I wish to call the attention of 
the Presiding Officer to the fact that we have 
thirty-four States and sixty-eight Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands that thirty-four at present constitute 
a quorum. 

Mr. GREEN, Thirty-four? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GREEN. There are thirty-four States, 
unless some have seceded. If there is no seces- 
sion, there is no quorum. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. One (Kansas) has not 
got in yet. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It is not organized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Doesthe Sen- 
ator from Missouri state any question that he 
desires to make? 

Mr. GREEN. I raise the question that there 
is no quorum. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from Mis- 


souri will hear me one moment, I think he will || 


not persist 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Missouri yield the floor? 

Mr. GREEN. 0. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Allow me tomake a sug- 
gestion merely? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Missouri has the floor. 

Mr. GREEN. If there are any others in be- 
sides those who have voted, so as to make a 
quorum, I do not want to waste time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is the very matter 
I wanted to state. 

Mr, GREEN. I knew it as much as you, and 
I wanted to state it myself. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is an 
amendment pending to the bill, which will be 
read. 

The Secretary read the amendment of Mr. 
Fircn, which was, in line five, to strike out the 
words * or the postal laws maintained;’’ so that 
the bill would read: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That 
whenever, in the opinion of the Postmaster General, the 
postal service cannot be safely continued, or the post office 
revenues collected, or the contents of the mails preserved 
inviolate till delivered to the proper address, on any post 
route, by reason of any insurrection or resistance to the 
laws of the United States, the Postmaster General is hereby 
authorized to discontinue the postal service on such route, 
or any part thereof, and any post offices thereon, till the 
same can be safely restored, and shall report his action to 
Congress. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I ask whether it would be 
in order to take a vote on the substitute I offered 
now, or whether other amendments must be voted 
on first? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands that the pierre is to per- 
fect a bill as far as the friends of the bill can do 
it, before the question is taken on a substitute for 
the entire bill. The question is on the amend- 
ment which has been stated. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Texas is now in order. 

Mr. PEARCE. Before that is offered, I desire 
to present an amendment to the bill, to strike out, 
in the eighth line, the words * insurrection or;”’ 
so that it will read, ** by reason of any resistance 
to the laws of the United States;”’ which, I think, 
is quite sufficient, and it will make the bill more 

latable to some who would not otherwise go 





or it, 

Mr. FITCH. There is an amendment of the 
character indicated by the Senator pending, of- 
fered by myself and the Senator from North Car- 
olina; and one prior to that likewise, in the fifth 
line, to strike out ‘‘or the postal laws main- 


tained.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That has been 
acted on 

Mr. FITCH. Unless a division is called for 
on striking out and inserting, the next proposi- 
tion is to strike out the words i by the 


Senator—* any insurrection or resistance to,”’ 
and insert ‘‘a refusal to acknowledge.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will state to the Senator from Indiana that the 
Senator from Maryland has offered an amendment, 
which is in order, 


Mr. FITCH. I am perfectly content with the 


amendment offered by the Senator from Mary- | 


land, if other Senators are, simply striking out 
the words * insurrection or.”’ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to know how it 
will read if the words be stricken out. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That whenever, in the opinion of the 
Postmaster General, the postal service cannot be safely 
continued, or the Post Office revenues collected, or the 
laws maintained, or the contents of the mails preserved in- 
violate till delivered to the proper address, on any post 
route, by reason of any resistance to the laws of the United 
States, the Postmaster General is hereby authorized to dis- 
continue the postal service on such route, or any part there- 
of, and any post offices thereon, till the same can be safely 
restored, and shall report his action to Congress. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I shall not be satisfied 
with that, and cannot vote for the bill in that 
form. I withdrew my amendment, and accepted 
the amendment of the Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. FITCH. On that account, and the better 
to meet my own views, I propose to renew my 
amendment, because the Senator from North Car- 
olina withdrew his only on condition that mine 
| should be substituted. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. President, I may say 
that the difficulty in the case is simply this: we 
all understand that it is what has occurred in the 
seceding States that gives rise to this bill. If it 
be stated that they have seceded from the Union, 
anaes on the other side do not wish to vote 

or the proposition. If, on the other hand, you 

deny that the secession is valid, by simply calling 
it **insurrection,’’ or ** resistance to % laws,’’ 

I, and those who think with me, will not vote for 
| it. The object, therefore, which I had in view, 
| and which it struck me the amendment of the 

Senator from Indiana would effect, was to avoid 

expressing an opinion upon the validity of the 
secession. The word “ refusal ’’ does not exactly 
meet my view, and yet | cannot get a word to 
answer my purpose better. I am willing to vote 
to withdraw our postal service from those States, 
and [ desire to do that. Indeed, I will not vote 
to continue it there. I deny the right of the Gov- 
ernment to continue it there. I hope the amend- 
ment of my friend from Indiana will be read again; 
and if it meet the view which I am endeavoring to 
state, I shall very, very cheerfully vote for the 
proposition. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state that the amendment before the Senate is that 
offered by the Senator from Maryland. 

Mr.PEARCE. To give the gentleman an op- 
portunity to offer his amendment, I withdraw my 
amendment; and then, if his fails, I shall renew 


mine, 

Mr. FITCH. The amendment which I sup- 

re was pending. I now move to strike out, in 

ines seven and eight, the words ‘‘ any insurrec- 
tion or resistance to,’ and insert ‘‘a refusal to 
acknowledge;’’ so that the bill will read: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
whenever, in the opinion ot the Postmaster General, the 
postal service cannot be safely continued, or the Post Office 
revenues collected, or the postal laws maintained, or the 
contents of the mails preserved inviolate till delivered to 
the proper address, on any post route, by reaSon of a refusal 
toacknowledge the laws of the United States, the Postmas- 
ter General is hereby authorized to discontinue the postal 
service on such route, or any part thereof, and any post 
offices thereon, till the same can be safely restored, and 
shall report his action to Congress. 


Mi. BAYARD. I should prefer to have this 
bill amended in a different mode from that. I 
suppose the object of it is to give a discretion in 

| regard to the postal service, without the expres- 
sion of any opinion on the part of Congress as to 
the existing relations of the country in this bill, 
even by implication. I should suppose that the 
proper amendment to this bill, to make it answer 
all its legitimate purposes, would be to strike out 
all after the word ‘* collected,’’ in the fifth line, to 
the word ‘‘on,’’in the seventh line, and also after 
the word ‘‘ reason,”’ to strike out ‘‘ any insurree- 
tion or resistance to the laws of the United States,”’ 
and insert ‘‘ from any cause whatsoever;”’ so as 
to make the biil read in this way: 
That whenever, in the opinion of the Postmaster Gene- 
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ral, the service can 

Post ice revenues Colieteed, en teat — 
tained on any post route, by reason of any cause 
ever, the Postmaster General is hereby authoriz, 
continue the postal service on any sucl¥ route, or an 
thereof, and any post offices thereon, till the same an 
safely restored ; and shall report his action to Congress, 

That gives full discretion, and ful] discret; 
on two legitimate grounds, namely, where i 
mails cannot be safely carried, and where the - 
enues cannot be collected. I can easily see that 
the words, ‘‘ or the mails preserved inviolate till 
delivered to their proper address,”’ might be made 
—I do not — that such is the intention—a gor. 
ous cause of discontent; or they might be used ag 
the pretext for the withdrawal of the mails even 
where they were safely carried, and where the 
Post Office revenues were collected. I admit, ig 
the mails cannot be safely carried, or the Post 
Office revenues cannot be collected, in either case 
the Postmaster General ought to have the author. 
ity, be the cause what it may, to discontinue the 
service on such a route. I think this is all that 
can be legitimately asked. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to ask the 
Senator what objection he has to the words,  o, 
the contents of the mails preserved inviolate tii 
safely delivered to the proper address.”’ 

Mr. BAYARD. I will answer the honorable 
Senator. The other propositions fully cover it, 
To say that, if the revenue cannot be collected, 
or the mails safely carried, or the postal laws 
maintained, fully covers the whole question. To 
leave in the words cited by the honorable Senator 
might involve a question as to the police power 
of the States. Suppose a book, which is per. 
fectly well known to the Senate, which I suppose 
the honorable Senator from Maine would not ap- 
prove, should be circulated through the mails and 
delivered to its address throughout the slavehold- 
ing States of this Union—I speak of Helper’s 
book, as it is called: it might be held by a Post- 
master General that, if the laws of the State re- 
quired the non-delivery of a book calculated and 
intended solely for the purpose of creating a do- 
mestic insurrection in a State which could have 
no other effect, whatever, that was a suflicient 
ground for withdrawing the mail service on that 
route. Now, sir, 1 am willing to give ample au- 
thority, and let the Postmaster General liave it, 
in all cases where the postal service cannot be 
safely continued, or the Post Office revenues col- 
lected, or the postal laws maintained on any post 
route, by reason of any cause. Is not that broad 
enough? Is not that sufficient, instead of making 
this bill, by its peculiar language, in the present 
excited state of the country, add to those feelings 
which are already causing the Union to crumble 
into pieces? Sir, I prefer legislation which shall not 
have such an effect as that in its language, but 
which shall give full powers—and I would agree to 
give them—to the officer to carry out the proper 
duties of his office. I do hope that on the other 
side this will be asserited to. It seems to me that 
it will be sufficient to say, ** if the postal laws are 
not maintained.’’ I take it for granted the Post- 
master General will judge that necessarily the 
pustal laws require the mails to be inviolate; but 
we all know the fact perfectly well, that there has 
been, in some respects, a conflict in some States 
between the legislation of the State under its po- 
lice power and the action of the Federal Govern- 
ment in regard to the delivery of certain docu- 
ments or papers. Every one that has studied the 
Constitution of this country and the opinions of 
the Supreme Court—I allude to the opinions in 
no particular case, but in a variety of cases— 
knows that though there are broad distinctions in 
many instances between the powers of the States 
and those of the General Government, they often 
approximate so closely that it requires great care 
and great discrimination; and indeed, it is almost 
impossible to state a general principle which 
draws a line in every particular case. 

I think you are giving full power when you 
say that the head o the Post Office Department, 
whenever the postal service cannot be safely con- 
tinued, or the revenues collected, or the postal 
laws maintained, on any post route, by reason of 
any cause whatever, shall have the discretionary 
power to withdraw the mail service on the route 
till the same can be safely restored, and report his 
action to Congress. 1 think that would answer 
the efficient of the law, without preserv- 
ing in this bill what 1 believe, so far from. being 
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any benefit in the execution of the laws, will onl 
tend to exasperate and excite the sentiment in dif- 
ferent sections of the country, and what the end 
is to be is not for me now to say. I shall offer 
this amendment after the one now pending shall 
have been disposed of. ayy , 

Mr. MASON. The object of this bill is to give 
power —— Sones pr pon wane 

» postal service of the country 7 
iarenaiods which are set out in the bill. The first 
is, ‘* whenever, in the opinion of the Postmaster 
General, the postal service cannot be safely con- 
tinued.’? Another is, ‘tor the Post Office revenues 
collected;”? and another, ‘tor the postal laws 
maintained, or the contents of the mails preserved 
inviolate till delivered to the provet address. 
These are the contingencies; and then the bill pro- 
vides that this power shall not be exercised by the 
Postmaster General unless these contingencies 
have arisen ‘*by reason of any insurrection or 
resistance to the laws of the United States.’’ The 
amendmentof the Senator from Indiana proposes 
to strike out these words: ‘* by reason of any 1n- 
surrection or resistance to the laws of the United 
States,’’ and to insert in lieu of them, ‘‘ by reason 
of any refusal to acknowledge the laws of the 
United States.”” The Senator from Delaware 
proposes to substitute for that, a provision that 
the power shall be exercised in the contingencies 
mentioned, when these contingencies may arise, 
‘from any cause whatsoever.” 

Weall know that a condition of things, charac- 
terized by different sections of the country in a 
different manner, has arisen in the southern por- 
tion of the continent, which makes it proper that 
the postal service of the United States there should 
be discontinued; and I will agree for one that the 
contingencies set out here are properly set out; 
at least I will not cavil about it; but I object that 
the reason assigned for it shall be ** by reason of 
any insurrection or resistance to the laws of the 
United States.’’ Sir, this word “ insurrection ”’ 
is unknown to the Constitution. There is no such 
word in the Constitution which authorizes the 
Federal Government to interfere either actively or 
ener and I protest against any power being 
assumed on the part of the Federal Government, 
on the charge that there exists a state of things 
in any of those States, which were States of the 
Union, unknown to the Constitution; for the word 
‘insurrection’? is not there. The Constitution 
provides that— 

‘* The United States shall guaranty to every State in this 
Union a republican form of government, and shall protect 
each of them against invasion.” 

It may interfere in the States in the cases pre- 
scribed by the Constitution, in case of invasion— 
—“‘and on application of the Legislature, or of the Execu- 
tive, (when the Legislature cannot be convened,) against 
domestic violence.”? 

That is the language of the Constitution. Now, 
sir, | demand to know under what authority the 
Federal Government isinvoked, as the billimports, 
within the limits of a State, because of an alleged 
insurrection. Whatis an insurrection? What 
right have the Congress of the United States to 
interpose Federal power in a case not provided 
for in the Constitution? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. [{f the honorable Senator 
from Virginia will allow me, I will refer him to 
one clause of the Constitution he has not read, 
where it says expressly that— 

“Congress shall have power to provide for calling forth 


the militia to execute the laws of the United States, sup- 
press insurrections, and repel invasion.”? 


Mr. MASON. Iremember the clause; will the 
Senator give me a reference to it ? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Itis on page 36, of the 
book before me. 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) The morning hour having expired, 
it is the duty of the Chair to call up the unfinished 
business of Saturday, House bill No. 865, being 
an act making appropriations for sundry civil ex- 
penne of the Government, for the year ending 

une 30, 1862. 

Mr. WADE. I move to suspend that order 
and continue this bill. It seems to me there is a 
great deal of unnecessary criticism upon this bill, 
under the apprehension that it assumes that there 
18 a certain state of things existing in the country. 
be not understand i bdleaaiaesiee on y such 

ing—— 


r. MASON. I presume I have the floor. 





Mr. WADE. Yes, sir. I was going to state 
that so far as I am concerned, I have looked this 
bill over, and I think all that part of the bill which 
assigns reasons for the discontinuance is unneces- 
sary, and I would be willing that they should be 
stricken out; but I do not like to have the bill go 
back to the other House at this stage of the ses- 
sion. I do not think anything is necessary for 
the efficiency of the bill, more than the amendment 
of the Senator from Delaware, to insert the words, 
“for any cause whatsoever.’’ With his amend- 
ment, the bill strikes me as being as good as it is 
now, and I hope that will avoid all the criticism, 
and if that will be satisfactory and stop debate, | 
would agree to it, and get rid of the subject; but 
the motion first is, whether we shall suspend the 
order, and the Senator from Virginia will have 
the floor if we do suspend it, 

Mr. MASON. I yield very cheerfully to the 
special order of the Senate. do not desire to 
continue the consideration of this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
and seconded that the special order, being the 
civil appropriation bill, be postponed in order to 
continue the discussion of the present bill. 

Mr MASON. I do not make the motion. 

Mr. WADE. I make the motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 can only say that I 
cannot give my assent to that; it isfor the Senate 
to do as they please in reference to the matter. 
If this bill could be disposed of in a few minutes 
by agreeing to an amendment from the other side, 
and then passing it, | should be very glad; but I 
cannot consent to postpone the appropriation 
bill. 

Mr. FITCH. If it is the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate to continue this bill now, and dispose of it, I 
desire to withdraw my amendment, believing that 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Del- 
aware will obviate the objections designed to be 
met by my amendment, better than my own, and 
I desire to put it in that shape. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to postpone the special order for 
the purpose of disposing of the present bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 suppose it is understood 
that the special order is only to be postponed un- 
til we get through with this bill, and it will then 
come up in its order. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. MASON. I hope the amendment that is 
before the Senate will be read, so that we may 
know its condition. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Does the Chair 
understand the Senator from Indiana to withdraw 
his amendment? 

Mr. FITCH. Yes, sir; preferring the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Delaware. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware will be read. 


The Secretary read Mr. Bayarp’s amendment, | 


which was, in lines five, six, and seven, to strike 
out ‘* or the contents of the mails preserved invio- 
late till delivered to the proper address;’’ and in 
lines seven and eight, to strike out ‘*‘ of any in- 


surrection or resistance to the laws of the United | 


States,’’ and insert ‘any cause whatsoever;’’ so 
as to make the bill read: 


That whenever, in the opinion of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, the postal service cannot be safely continued, or the 
post office revenues collected, or the postal laws maintained 
on any post route, by reason of any cause whatsoever, the 
Postmaster General is hereby authorized to discontinue the 


postal service on such route, or any part thereof, and any | 


post offices thereon, till the same can be safely restored, 
and shall report his action to Congress. 


Mr. MASON. 
sion any further than to justify the objection I 
made to that clause which it is now proposed to 
strike out. The word ‘insurrection’? was not 
used in that clause of the Constitution to which I 
referred; but the language was ‘domestic vio- 
lence,’’ meaning, manifestly, and agreed to mean, 
I presume, domestic violence against the State 
authorities. The insurrection as provided for in 
the Constitution is insurrection against the author- 
ity of the United States; but the authority of the 
United States is known only through its laws. 
The laws provide, to carry out the Constitution, 
that the Federal authority can only be invoked in 
aid of the judicial; andthe mode prescribed, as we 
all know. There is no right to use the, Federal 
authority for the purpose of enforcing the laws, 
except in aid of ne ae and then at the 
request of the judicial authority, in the mode 


I shall not prolong the discus- | 
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pointed out by the law. This, therefore, I look 
upon as a departure, even if these States were in 
the Union, from the Constitution and the laws. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The amendment now pro- 
posed, as | understand it, seems to me to be all 
that is necessary. It leaves all the power that is 
necessary. But, Mr. President, I cannot but oc- 
cupy a moment in relation to the last remarks of 
the honorable Senator from Virginia. I do not 
understand the laws to be as he states them. I 
know there was a law, in 1792, in which it was 
provided that the power of the President to call 
out the militia to execute the laws should be con- 
fined, as he supposes ; that is, it should be certi- 
fied by a district judge that the laws could not 
be executed without force. That is not the law 
now. That law has been repealed. I do not wish 
to take up time on this bill; but I merely wish to 
direct the gentleman’s attention to the fact, that 
the law to which he alludes, and to which I ob- 
serve the Senator from Louisiana,{[Mr. Bensa- 
pans) olla in his argument, is not the law now 
at all. : 

Mr. MASON. Will you refer me to the 
existing law? 

Mr. COLLAMER, Iwill. I do not wish to 
take up the time of the Senate about it; but it is 
not the law now, that he is confined to the exer- 
cise of the power on the call of the judiciary. 

-Mr. HEMPHILL. Do you refer to the law 
of 1795 as the present law ? 

Mr. COLLAMER. I cannot remember the 
date. It is 1790 odd, which repeals that law and 
supersedes it. I desire once more to hear the bill 
read as it will read if this amendment is adopted. 

The Secretary read, it as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That whenever, in the opinion of the 
Postmaster General, the postal service cannot be safely con- 
tinued, or the post office revenues collected, or the postal 
laws maintained, on any poste route, by reason of any cause 


whatsoever, the Postmaster General is hereby authorized 
to discontinue the postal service on such route, &c. 


Mr.COLLAMER. Thatis all I want to have 
read. I have no objection to it. 
The amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. HEMPHILL. I now offer my substitute 
for the bill. The vote was taken on the amend- 
ment offered by the honorable Senator from Del- 
aware without my knowledge. In fact, I intend- 
ed to make some remarks upon it, which I shall 
now make on the substitute. I intended to say 
there was but one issue in this case; and that is, 
whether the laws of the United States are in force 
in those States that have seceded, or not. There 
is no other issue whatever. It is impossible to 
evade or dodge the issue in any way. The only 
objection I had to the amendment of the Senator 
from Delaware was, that it contained the words 
** till the same can be safely restored.’’ If that 
clause was stricken out, I should have no objection 
to the amendment; but any words or sentence, or 
any provision whatsoever which in any way what- 
ever intimated that the laws of the United States 
were stillin force in those States, Lobjectto. They 
are notin force. They have no power whatever 
there. That is the only and sole issue in this 
case, as stated by the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
FEessenvEN] the other day. I have nodoubt that 
in case of insurrection or resistance to the laws 
of the United States, the Postmaster General has 
now, or if he has not, he ought to have, the power 
to discontinue the mail service. 

The point I make is, that there is no insurrec- 
tion at all in the States that have seceded. It is 
not insurrection. I have no doubt that there can 
be insurrection against the laws of the United 
States; although the provision of the law of 1793, 
which was substituted by the law of 1795, re- 
quired a peculiar mode of putting down that in- 
surrection; but there can be an insurrection which 
is nothing more than the mere resistance of a mass 
of refractory or disorderly individuals to the law 
of the State or the United States. There is adis- 
tinction between resistance by a State, in its or- 
goninns sovereign capacity, to a law of the United 

tates, or by its secession from the Union, and 
the resistance by individuals to the laws of the 
United States. As to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Indiana, that does not cover the case. 
The words proposed to be inserted by him, * be- 
cause of any refusal to acknowledge the laws of 
the United States,’’ might apply to individuals, 
The fact is, there is but one single question in the 
case; but as the vote has been taken on the amend- 
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ment of the Senator from Delaware, I will not | this common General Government; that they have 


press the vote on my substitute. 
move to strike out the last clause of the amend- 
ment offered by him, in the following words: 
till the same can be safely restored, and report 
his action to Congress.”’ 


The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair will | 


state that the amendment having just been adopted, 
a motion to strike out any part of the amendment 
is not now in order. The Chair isalso informed 
that the bill has already been reported to the Sen- 


ate, and this amendment was made in the Senate. | 


| 


| 


' 


However, I || resumed the right to exercise all these high pow- 


| ers, and vested that right in their State govern- 
| ments. These are facts. It is known that these 
States have entered into a new confederation; that 
| they have elected a President and Vice President; 
and that they are organizing an army, and a 


| navy, and a treasury. These are facts. Noman 
| can doubt it. 


| . The question, then, is, how shall we deal with 


} 


Mr. MASON. I want to understand the exact | 


condition of this thing. Has the amendment of- 
fered by the Senator from Delaware been adopted? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has, and the 
bill is now in the Senate, and still open to amend- 
ment. 

Mr. MASON. I understand the Senator from 
Texas offers a substitute for the bill. 

Several Segrarors. He withdrew it. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. 1 offered asubstitute, but 
I do not know that it would be worth while to 
press a vote upon it. However, I will take the 
vote on itany way. 

The Secretary read the substitute; to strike out 
all after the enacting clause of the bill, and insert: 

Whereas several States have withdrawn from the Union, 


and the laws of the United States have no longer any force 
therein: . 


Be it enacted, §c., That in all States situated as above, 
the Postmaster General is hereby directed to discontinue 
the postal service within the limits of such States, or make 
arrangements with governments of the same for irnter- postal 
communication. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I ask for the yeas and 
— upon the amendment. 

"he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FITCH. The amendment offered by the 
Senator from Texas declares in its preamble that 
the iaws of the United States are repealed or not 
in force merely, by virtue of the act of secession, 
in those States whigh have seceded. This dec- 
laration is widely different from the passage by 
Congress of a joint resolution or law repealing or 
suspending all those laws in such States. I cannot 
recognize as an existing fact, that the laws of the 
United States are not in existence and nominally 
in force in those States. In making this declara- 
tion, however, I must not be understood as ex- 
pressing an opinion relative to the propriety or 
impropriety of the passage of a law ae 
all laws of the United States in any State which 
has seceded. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, I did not 
intend to discuss this matter, and I shall not dis- 
euss it. I wish simply te draw the attention of 
the Senate, before voting upon this measure, to 
its full import. 


selves what course we are going to pursue. I 
think, myself, that all action upon this subje*t is, 
at this time, most inopportune, and will be unost 
unfortunate, That certain States have withdrawn 
from the Union, is a fact. Whether they legally 
had a right to do it, is a matter about which Sen- 
ators and individuals may entertain doubts, ac- 
cording to their views of the forms of govern- 
ment under which we are living; but that they 
have done it, is a fact about which there can be 


to fell me to the ground; but after I have 
prostrated by a blow, it is useless for bystanders 
to discuss the question as to whether I have been 
knocked down or not. Now these States have 
withdrawn—whether legally or illegally, eonstitu- 
tionally or unconstitutionally, is a matter about 
which we may dispute; but that they have with- 
drawn from the Union is a fact as fixed as the 
center. f 

What are my reasons for asserting that it is a 
fact? The State governments have assembled 
conventions; the members to those conventions 
have been elected by law; and those conventions, 
armed with the sovereign power of the different 
States, have solemnly declared, by the authority 
of the people—and in some of the States the dee- 
laration has been referred back, and there has 
been a ed indorsement of it—that they have 
ceased to be of the United States; that they have 
revoked respectively the ratification of the Con- 
stitution of the United States; that they have ceased 
to be parties to the compact; that they have re- 
voked ali the powers which they had previous! 
exercised conjointly with their co-States thro 


| 


It is as well for us to look mat- | 
ters steadily in the face, and determine for our- | 


j 


no dispute. A man may not have the right legally | 
’ 


en | 


department, with the advice and consent of the 





| these facts? If the other States, acting through 
their organ—this Federal Government—intend 
by force of arms—and they can do it in no other 
way—to put down these State governments and 
that Federal government, which they may con- 
sider revolutionary and wrongful and illegal, that 
is a matter for this Government to decide upon. 
Let us decide upon it. If this Government, rep- 
resenting the balance of the States that have not 

withdrawn, that are still confederated together, 
does not intend to put down this revolutionary 
goverhment, both State and Federal, that is now 
organized on the Gulf, then we should pursue 
another policy. 

Two policies, or two modes of accomplishing 
the same object, may be pursued. We may send 
a commissioner or minister to that Federal Gov- 
ernment, to arrange terms for our peaceable rela- 
tions hereafter. We may wait until a minister 

| comes from that Government, and the executive 


Senate, receive him, and enter into amicable ar- 
rangements for the future. We may pursue that 
policy, or we may declare war; or we may call it 
insurrection, and attempt to put it down; but 
whatever course we intend to pursue should now 
be marked out in the beginning; and, if we intend 
to pursue a peace policy, everything that is cal- 
culated to produce irritation and lead to conflict 
should beavoided. The Postmaster General has 
ample power to discontinue any mail route that 
he sees fit. Why, then, pass this bill to vest in 
him that power which he already has? Why 
repeal all these laws, or declare them inoperative ? 
My judgment is, that all the laws of the United 
States now are inoperative within the limits of 
the confederate States, except those which they 
have, by their own act, made operative. If we 
intend to pursue a peace policy, we may as well 
| shut our eyes, when we can, to. any mere irreg- 
ularities for the present; wait, and see if some 
permanentarrangement may not bemade. If we 
desire not to send a minister to that confederation, 
but to receive one, there will be no difficulty in 
arranging these postal matters so as to be mutu- 
ally beneficial to both sections. Boston, New 
| York, Philadelphia, all the great northera import- 
ing and manufacturing cities, have commercial 
relations now with the people of the seven seced- 
ing States. Their merchants desire to commu- 
nicate with their creditors there. They desire to 
communicate with those with whom they have 
business transactions. If the postal arrangements 
remain as they are for the present, a few weeks 
may develop the policy of thisGovernment, either 
for peace or for war; and, if for peace, the con- 
federate States can easily assume all the contracts 
which have been made for carrying the mails, and 
become responsible for all the postage stamps 
which are there, their postmasters using them 
temporarily, until some permanent arrangement 
can be made. If, on the contrary, we determine 
upon hostilities and mutual inconvenience, then 
meet the thing fairly and squarely, look it steadily 
in the face, and proceed, not by bills of this sort, 
but by bills which, ipon their face, declare that 
they are force bills. 
herefore, whilst I shall vote for the substitute 
which has been offered by my colleague, kthink 
this whole matter is inopportune, and will be 
unfortunate. We surely cannot continue longer 
to treat pa solemn Saar ae of these States 
as mere blank paper, and expect to keep the 
peace. The Federal flag cannot lon r float 
within the territories of those States with safety. 
The revenues cannot there be collected for this 
Government in that foreign country. Whatever 
policy is to be pursued may as well be determined 
upon now; and upon this bill it is just as well to 
have a showing of hands as upon any other. 

As I said, 1 do not intend to discuss the merits 
of this matter, but simplv to suggest that we ought 
not longer go on blindly, but we ought to determ- 
ine our policy, and take some definite action. As 


| 
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to enforcing laws, collecting revenue, su 
iavarreciiona: it is futile and idle to talk ine 
way. You must strike at the root of the evil: 
you must crush out the revolutionar a} 
ments, if you see fit so to consider them, and leay 
the people in those States at liberty, without co. 
ercion, to obey your Jaws if they see fit; but wntil 
you have crushed out those revolutionary povern 
ments and relieved the people from the Dreteure 
and the coercion which their own State govern. 
ments and their present Federal government are 
exercising upon them, it is idle to think of haying 
the laws of this country there obeyed. ’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is movyeq 
that the bill be amended by striking out all ago, 
the enacting clause, and inserting what has been 
read. Upon this question the yeas and nays hays 
been ordered. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I will amend my amen. 
ment by striking out the preamble, in these words: 
“‘whereas several States have withdrawn from 
this Union, and the laws of the United States yo 
longer having any force therein ;” and also to 
strike out the words “situated as above,” anq 
substitute ‘which have withdrawn from the 
Union,” and strike out ** shall have power” and 
insert ‘*is hereby directed;’’ so as to make the 
substitute read: 

That, in all States which have withdrawn from the Union 
the Postmaster General is hereby directed to discontinye 
the postal service within the limits of such States, anq 
make arrangements with the governments of the same for 
inter-postal communication. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Texas proposes to amend his amendment, 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Without withdrawing any- 
thing that I have said, or believing that the issue 
rsany other than such as I have presented, on 
cousultation with my friends here, 1 believe it will 
be expedient to withdraw the amendment; and | 
therefore withdraw it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ameni- 
ment can be withdrawn only by common consent; 
the yeas and nays having been ordered. 

Mr. WADE and Mr. KING. I object. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Objection being 
made, the amendment cannot be withdrawn. 

Mr. GREEN. When the Senate adjourned 
upon this question the last day it was under con- 
sideration, | had the floor and had spoken four 
minutes only. I had yielded to others, time and 
time again, and now it seems as if it were a very 
difficult matter for me to get a chance to conclude 
the few remarks I then intended to submit. Iwill 
go on now, although I have addressed the Chair 
six times before being recognized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Missouri will pardon the Chair for inter- 
rupting him. The yeas and nays having been 
ordered upon the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Texas, it cannot be modified except 
by common consent. The amendment which he 
proposes to make to his amendment must be ac- 
cepted Py, common consent, or it cannot be made. 

r. HEMPHILL. Nobody objects to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is objecuon 
interposed ? 

Mr. CLARK, Mr. WADE, and Mr. KING 
objected. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is 
made to the modification proposed by the Sena- 
ator from Texas; and the question must therefore 
be taken on the amendment as proposed by him 
originally, the yeas and nays having been ordered 
before any modification was suggested by hi. 
The question is on the amendment as originally 
offered by the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. GREEN. I propose to make a very few 
remarks; and as the time is getting short, I shall 
not detain the Senate long. When we last had 
this bill under consideration, | was replying 
this idea: the bill had been calied a peace measur’; 
and it had been represented that, without this 
bill, a collision might, and perhaps wouid neces 
sarily ensue. I take exactly the opposite ground. 
I say that this is to initiate a system which will 
lead to an attempt at coercion; the coercion itsel 
will never be carried out; but will be an attempt 
at coercion. This isthe entering wedge. This 
is the first step in the iine of policy. This !s@ 
segment in that circle of measures. [t is for that 
reason that I wanted to oppose it. When Sena- 
tors said it was a peace measure, they gave 45 ° 


. 


reason that it was a peace measure, that it would 
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enable the Postmaster General to discontinue the 
jostal service, and prevent collision. 1 say that 
be cannot produce collision under the existin 
iaws, and under the Constitation of the Unite 
States. 

The Senator from Vermont brings up the law 
of 1795. He admits that, under the law of 1792, 
it could not be done, unless the judge certified to 
the President; but he says the law of 1795 is 
different. I say there is no difference, except in 
the mere fact of the requisition of the certificate 
of the judge. I will read the section to which 
he referred, and analyze it in a very few words. 
It is: : ' 

«‘ Whenever the laws of the United States shall be op- 

osed, or the execution thereof obstructed in any case, by 
combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary 
case of judicial proceedings.” 

Suppose there are no judicial proceedings in the 
State, does the case then come within the purport 
of this aw? If the Federal judge has resigned, 
it does not fall within this law. "The only differ- 
ence between the law of 1795 and that of 1792 is 
this: the law of 1792 required the judge to certify 
the fact; the law of 1793 authorized the President 
to judge of the fact; but in each case it must be 
a combination too strong for judicial proceedings. 
Where there is no judge and no judicial proceed- 
ing, he cannot pass judgment on that; and hence 
he cannot use the military power. 

The next branch is, ** or by the powers vested 
in the marshals by this act.’’ If there are no mar- 

shals, there is no power inthe marshals. If there 
are no judicial proceedings and no marshals, the 
case contemplated by the second section of the 
act of 1795 can never arise, and the President can 
never pass judgment upon it; and hence, no Pres- 
ident, much less a Postmaster General, can send 
military force to any point to suppress insurrec- 
tion until fully authorized in the cases provided 
for in the law. When the Whisky insurrection 
in Pennsylvania occurred, in 1798 I think, [** Oh, 
no; 1794;’’} 1798 I think. My recollection is that 
it was after Washington’s time, during Adams’s 
administration, and that Washington was ap- 
ointed commander-in-chief. 

Mr. KENNEDY. No: Washington was Pres- 
ident at the time. 

Mr. GREEN. I may be mistaken in that. 
When this was done, nobody proposed to stop 
the mails through there; but it was a case where 
it was duly certified that the combination was too 
strong for a judicial proceeding. Whenever South 
Carolina shall certify the same fact, or Georgia, 
or any State, let the law apply, and let the Fed- 
eral power be executed; but until you bring it 
within the provisions of thislaw, youwcannot make 
collision. If you do, it will bedone by the wrong- 
ful act of the Federal Government. 

I go a step further than that: I take the ground 
that no law of Congress can authorize it. I say 
there are but two cases in which the militar 
force of the Government can be employed until 
Congress declares war. Congress may declare 
war; the President cannot; but in the absence of 
that declaration of war, there are two cases in 
which we can use the military power. Whatare 
they? First, that the ** United States shall guar- 
antee to every State in this Union a republican 
form of Government, and shall protect each of 
them against invasion. The Federal Government 
can protect the States against invasion. What 
else? ‘And on application of the Legislature, or 
of the executive, (when the Legislature cannot 
be convened,) against domestic violence.” Do- 
mestic violence may rage like a tornado over every 
State, but unless the Legislature or executive de- 
mands the interposition of federal power, you can- 
not march the foot of a soldier there; and hence, 
if the law had gone so far, it would have been 
unconstitutional. Thisis the charter of the Gov- 
ernment, the sworn bond of union; the onl y union 
that does exist is fcand in this sacred instrument. 
It says he may only employ the military force té 
preventan invasion—that means foreign invasion 
—0r to put down domestic violence, but not any 
domestic violence, unless the authorities of the 
State demandit. Now, is there domestic violence 
in South Carolina or Georgia or Alabama or Mis- 
SISSippi ? Suppose you still choose to regard them 
as inthe Union; you cannot employ the military 
force there unless those States invite you to do it; 
and all the Jaws that could be » from the 
beginning of the Government to the present day, 
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could not justify the President in undertaking to 
0 an unconstitutional act. 

Hence, it is no measure of peace. Peace will 
be preserved if you Jet things take their natural 
course. 
tained, and the Constitution will be preserved 
inviolate; but if you set it at naught, trample on 
the Constitution, act in defiance of the law, most 
unfortunate results may be witnessed all over our 
happy land. Let us avoid it; let ug stop this ini- 
tiative step—this entering wedge, this beginning 
of a system under which we may be all involved 
in acommon catastrophe from which we would 
all gladlv escape, if it were possible. Now, is 
there any present necessity for a bill Itke this? 
Will the Postmaster General undertake to force. 
mails through a State where they do not want 
them? If he does in violation of law, he is doing 
wrong. If he does not, then the same thing is 
accomplished which is proposed in the bill, and 
that is simply to let the postal service alone. But 
you acknowledge, by the passage of this bill, the 
right of Congress to legislate for, in, and over 
States that have seceded. It isa recognition of 
that fact. The amendment proposed by the hon- 
orable Senator from Texas is a negation of that 
idea; and therefore I shall vote for that, and noth- 
ingshortof that. I never will recognize the right 
of this Government to legislate over any State 
which has exercised its sovereign right to secede 
from the Union. Even if it has wrongfully exer- 
cised that right, it alone is responsible for it. 
Why cannot we be content to leave them to enjoy 
either their prosperity or their adversity, as cir- 
cumstances may ensue? 

Mr. President, my purpose only was to prove 
that there is no danger of collision, in consequence 
of the present laws governing the Ste service; 
that, under the Constitution and the laws, there 
cannot be a collision; and that the military force 
of this Government can only be exercised in three 
cases: one is when Congress declares war; the 
second is to prevent invasion; the third is when 
the States call upon the Federal Government to 
lend them authority to suppress rebellion. Ev- 
erybody knows that none of these States will call 
on the Federal Government for military force to 
suppress rebellion; everybody knows there is no 
invasion; everybody knows there is no declara- 
tion of war; hence, this will not be a measure of 
peace. It is true our city is surrounded with sol- 
diery, and we can hardly walk up or down Penn- 
sylvania avenue without being confronted with 
frowning guns, led on by mercenary soldiers; and 
it is also true, that batteries are being planted 
around us, perhaps to overawe this Congress, to 
make the Senate subservient to the willof adom- 
inant party. Whether that be true or not, cir- 
cumstances will soon be developed to show 
whether this Congress is to be overawed or not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the proposed amend- 
ment? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
amendment is withdrawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is not 
the understanding of the Chair. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I offered to withdraw the 
eee but there was objection on the other 
side. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from New 
York stated to me that he would make no further 
objection 

r. HEMPHILL Then I withdraw the 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment can be withdrawn, by common consent. 

Mr. KING The Senatorfrom Maine misun- 
derstood me. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is objection 
made to withdrawing the amendment? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from New 
York objected. 

Mr. KING. Certainly I did; and I have not 
withdrawn the objection. 1 objected some time 


ago. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is on the amendment. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. I should like to hear the 
amendment read, as it stands now. 

The PRESIDING OFPICER. It will be read, 
unless objection be made. 

Mr. HALE. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 


I understand that the 


The honor of the ote, will be main- | 


amendment. 
Texas, that there is really but one question here; 





ing made, it cannot be rend again, (as it has al- 


ready been twice or thrice read,) without a vote 
of the Senate. 
Mr. NICHOLSON. I ask the Chair if it is 


the original amendment, or the amendment as 


amended by the Senator from Texas, hiniself. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is the ori- 


ginal amendment. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. 


there was objection also to that. 


I offered to amend it; but 


Mr. KING. Yes, sir. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. The yeasand nays have 


been ordered on the amendment. 


Mr. KING. Let us take the vote; that is the 


shortest way. 


Mr. NICHOLSON. I should have greatly pre- 


ferred that the Senator from New York had not 


interposed his objection to the withdrawal of the 
I concur with the Senator from 


and that is, whether the laws of the United States 


are in force or not in the States that have seceded ? 


I do not propose to discuss the question; but sim- 
ply to state the reason why I cannot vote for his 
amendment. According to my view of the rela- 
tions now subsisting between this Government 
and the seceding States, the laws of the United 
States are suspended there by act of revolution, 
not by act of peaceful secession; and therefore, 
being in a state of suspension, I think any law on 
the subject wholly unnecessary. Hence I shall 
not only vote against the amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Texas, but against the original 
bill, believing that, by the international law well 
settled, the United Stateslaws are now suspended 
in those States, and that it is unnecessary for us 
to undertake to legislate on the subject at all. 

Mr. POLK. I understand that the question 
stands thus: the Senator from Texas offered an 
amendment to the bill, and then offered an amend- 
ment to his own amendment; that is to say, offers 
to modify his amendment. There was a refusal 
to the modification that he proposed to his own 
amendment; and now the question is on the amend- 
ment to his amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thatis not the 

uestion before the Senate. The question before 
the Senate is upon the adoption of the original 
amendment of the Senator from Texas to the bill. 
After he offered that amendment, the yeas and 
nays were ordered upon it. He then proposed to 
modify it, which could only be done by the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate, the yeas and nays 
having been ordered; and that consent was not 
given. The question now is upon the adoption 
of his amendment to the bill. 

Mr. POLK. | I look at it still in this light: he 
proposes to modify the amendment in the wa 
that was indicated by hisamendment to the inmend 
ment. That was objected to, and therefore that 
modification now stands as an amendment to the 
amendment; and that is the question which is be- 
fore the Senate, upon which the yeas and nays 
have not been ordered. I submit to the Chair, 
that the question is on the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Texas to his own amendment; 
and if he does not offer that as an amendment, I 
renew it. ) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair can- 
not entertain the motion, because the amendment 
to the amendment is not admissible after the yeas 
and nays have been ordered upon the original 
amendment. 

Mr. POLK. Does the fact that the Senate has 
ordered the yeas and nays alter the rule? I sub- 
mit that the Chair is mistaken in that. 

Mr. BINGHAM and others. He can offer it 
afterwards, 

Mr. POLK. That is what I propose to do—to 
offer it. 

Mr. KING. 
taken on this. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
of opinion, subject, of course, to be corrected b 
the Senate, that after an amendment is proposed, 
and the — and nays are ordered on it, it cannot 
be modified without the consent of the Senate. 

Mr. POLK. I dislike to do it, but I shall be 
compelled to take an appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, if he decides that because the yeas and 
nays are ordered on an amendment, it is thereafter 
no longer subject to amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I take it there is a mis- 
understanding among us about the facts. 1 think 


It can be done after the vote is 
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it is well settled that when an amendment in the 
first degree is offered, youcan movean amendment 
to that; and the fact whether the yeas and nays ||; 
have been ordered or not does not prevent it. || Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Johnson 
Here is a bill now before us. The Senator from |! 


Texas moves to amend it. That amendment of | es Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, 


his is subject to amendment, 1 take it; and it is 
wholly immaterial whether the Senate has in fact 
directed the vote, when it shall be taken, to be 
taken by yeas and nays, or not, If I am correct 
in this view of the facts, I hope the Chair, on re- 
flection, will review his decision. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me there is no 
doubt that a Senator has the right to offer an 
amendment totheamendment. The fact that the 
yeas and nays have been called does not take 
away the right of a Senator to amend a proposi- 
tion before the vote is taken; otherwise 1t would 
operate as a sort of previous question to call for 
the yeas and nays. pone it was not so de- 
signed. The a privilege of the yeas and nays 
is, that one fifth of the members present may re- 
on the yeas and nays on or proposition; and 
that is the enly privilege which is given to them 
by the right to call the yeas and nays. Another 
Senator may offer to amend the proposition. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair was | 
inadvertent in his decision that a motion toamend | 


the amendment, the yeas and nays having been 


ordered upon that amendment, could not be enter- || 


tained, The extent to which the Chair meantto 
go was this: that the mover of the original amend- 
ment could not amend it after the yeas and nays 
had been ordered upon it, without common con- 
sent. It is subject to be amended by the Senate, 


by a major vote of the Senate. The Chair will, || 


therefore, put the amendment to a vote of the 
Senate. 

Mr. POLK. That is undoubtedly right; and 
now, if the Senator from Texas does not move 
the amendment, I will do so 


Mr. HEMPHILL. J] move the modification | 


that has been suggested. 

The Secretary read the amendment to the 
amendment, to strike out the preamble in the fol- 
lowing words: 

‘* Whereas several States have withdrawn from this 
Union, and the laws of the United States have no longer 
any force therein.”’ 

And also to strike out in the amendment the 
words “‘ situated as above,’’ and insert the words 
**which have withdrawn from the Union;’’ and 
also to strike out the words “ is hereby directed,”’ 
and insert shall have the power;’’ so that the 
amendment shall then read: 

Strike out all of the bill after the enacting clause, and 
insert the following : 

Tivat in all States which have withdrawn from the Union, 
the Postmaster General shali have the power to discontinue 
all postal service within the limits of such States, or make 
arrangements with the Governors of the same for inter- 
postal communication. 

Mr. WADE. I hope that amendment to the 
amendment will not be agreed to. 

Mr. POLK. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 wishexactly to understand 
what the question is. If] understand it correctly, 
the honorable Senator from Texas proposed a 
certain amendmentasa substitute for the bill; and 
he now moves to amend his substitute. Is that 
the present question before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now before the Senate is on the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Texas to his own amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BAYARD. It is very seldom that the 
Senate refuses to aliow any Senator to amend his 
amendment when he proposes a substitute before 
the vote is taken upon it. I certainly am notdis- 
posed to refuse itto him. If he desires to vary 
the amendment in any respect, I think it is a 
courtesy due him that he shall be allowed to put 
it in the shape in which he desires to present it to 
the Senate, I shall vote against the amendment 
after it is amended; but I shall vote for the amend- 
ment to the amendment, to strike out the pream- 
ble, which I understand to be the question. Ido 
not see why I should compel the Senator t6 keep 
the amendment in a shape in which he does not 
desire to offer it. 

The question being taken b pene and nays, 
resulted—yeas 19, nays 30; as tollows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, B Clingman, Fitch 
Greea, Gwin, a eee doesn of Arkansas, 





| So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
| jected; and the question recurred on the amend- 
| ment offered as a substitute by Mr. Hempniie. 


_amend it. If it involves a mere question of pol- 
| icy, touching the question of right, which the 


| which he had originally proposed. Further, I 
| regret exceedingly that the amendment could not 


| tingency occurs from any cause, either that the 
| mail cannot be safely carried on the post route, 


| Operates coercively, in my opinion, is proper co- 
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Kennedy, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, 
Sebastian, and Wigfal!—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bingham, Cam- 
eron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, 


of Tennessee, King, Lathaw., Morrill, Rice, Seward, Sim- 


ilson—30. 


Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, | confess I 
regret to see that the Senate refuses to let the hon- 
orable Senator from Texasamend his own amend- 
ment. It certainly presents itself to my mind as 
an extraordinary action on the part of the Senate. 
His proposition would be less objectionable to 
Senators in the shape in which he proposed to 


pene does, I do not see why the Senate should 
ave refused to let him amend that amendment 


be withdrawn, as he proposed to do it; and for 
this reason: we had edjumaed the bill on a proper 
basis, giving power to the Postmaster General 
which it was perfectly competent to give him, 
and which certainly in itself looks to no improper 
coercion whatever. 

As now amended, it provides, when the con- 


that the revenues cannot be collected, or the postal 
laws maintained, that he shall have the discretion 
to discontinue the mail on that route, witha view 
to prevent such emergencies from occurring. The 
existence of such a power in itself, so far as it 


ercion, peaceable coercion certainly. I do notsee 
that any one could object to the existence of such 
a power, because, supposing those facts to occur, 
it would be perfectly right and proper to withdraw 
the mail, unless you adopt the more expensive 
and cumbrous mode of attempting by positive law, 
to maintain the postal arrangements by force, if 
you please, or to use armed pune for the pur- 
pose of carrying your mail. It seems to me very 
clear, that the existence of the power alone, when 
you take into consideration the question of postal 
intercommunication, would in itself be sufficient, 
as a peaceful exercise of power, to secure the trans- 
portation of the mails. I can, therefore, cheer- 
fully vote for the bill as it now stands amended 
by the Senate. 

On the other hand, as regards the substitute, 
with or without the preamble, | am not prepared 
to express my opinion now, and [ am not well 
enough, with the heavy cold under which I am 
laboring, to do it if 1 were prepared. There are 
many considerations that have deterred me hith- 
erto from expressing my general views on the re- 
lations between those States which have with- 
drawn or seceded from the Union, and those who 
still maintain the attitude of having at least a com- 
mon Government. I have many reasons for so 
doing, which it is not necessary to trouble the Sen- 
ate with now; but I shall have occasion during 
the present session, if the public business will per- 
mit it, toexpress my opinion at large on the sub- 
ject; or, if not during the present session, at all 
events, I am sure I can find the oppernenity dur- 
ing the special session which will follow it. I 
owe itto my constituents, I owe it to myself, that 
I should do so when Lam able to doit. But it 
seems to me, these questions will come up more 
properly hereafter. They must come, must be 
met, and must be decided within sixty days at 
the furthest, either at a special session, or at the 
present session of Congress. We must determine 
the question of peace or war. I intimate no opin- 
ions now on the right, or even on the fact of se- 
cession, I only mean to say, that in the present 
attitude of the country, you will have it, and must 
have it, in a more direct mode, and a determina- 
tion must be made by the Congress of the United 
States, as to the cia course of policy to be 
adopted towards those States which assume the 
position of withdrawing from the Union. Ido 
not want to bring up that question collaterally on 
a bill in itself perfectly peaceful and utterly des- 
titute of any pretense of force. I do not want 
to bring up questions concerning the relations of 
those States to the Union on such a bill as this. 
I prefer to let the bill, as I think it is proper an 
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itself, pass; and I shall therefore vote aca; 

amend ment. e *eRIDet the 
The question being taken by yeas and 

the amendment, resulted—yeas 9, an = _ 

follows: re 


YEAS—Messrs. Bragg, Clingman, Green, Hen, 

ter, Johuson of Arkansas, Lane, Mason, and Ww era ee 
AYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bayard, Bigier, Bi, 

ham, Bright, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden Din 
on, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Feme 
Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy’ 
King, Latham, Morrill, Nicholson, Pearce, Pojk Ties’ 
Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Thomson Tre g 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—38. a 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The amendments were ordered to be engrossed 
and the bill to be read a third time. It was read 
the third time. 

Mr.GREEN. I ask forthe yeasand nays op 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, 

Mr. POWELL, (when his name was called, ) 
I desire toask whether the amendment offered by 
the Senator from Delaware was adopted? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It was. 

Mr. POWELL. I am willing to vote for a bil| 
authorizing the Postmaster General to stop the 
mails in the seceding States; but I am not dis. 
posed to vote for this bill, giving him such gene. 
ral and extraordinary power. I vote nay,” 

The result was then announced—yeas 34, nays 
12; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Bigler, Bingham 
Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle’ 
Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Foster, Grimes. 
Hale, Harlan, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, King, La. 
tham, Morrill, Pearce, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten 
Eyck, Thomson, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wii- 
son—34, 

NAYS—Messrs. Brage Bright, Green, Hemphill, Jobn- 
son of Arkansas, Lane, Mason, Nicholson, Polk Powell, 
Rice, and Wigfall—12. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. BAKER subsequently said: I should like 
to have my vote recorded in favor of the bill which 
has just passed. I voted for it in all its stages; 
but I happened to be out at the instant the vote 
was taken on the passage of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Oregon asks unanimous consent to have his 
name recorded on the passage of the bill in rela- 
tion to the postal service, he not having been 
present at the moment the vote was taken. 

Mr. GREEN. That has not been customary. 
It has been refused a number of times. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Objection being 
made, it cannot be done. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I move now to take up 
the appropriation bill which was laid aside for 
wpe ose of disposing of the bill just passed. 

r. HALE. I must make an appeal to my 
friend from Maine, and ask him to waive that bill 
for a moment, to allow me to make a motion which 
is a matter of course, and will not take a moment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I cannot yield to my 
friend. If I do, 1 must yield to everybody else. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
895) making appropriations for sundry civil ex- 

nses of the Cheveeaebaal for the year ending 

une 30, 1862. 

_Mr. SIMMONS. I wish now to offer the 
amendment that I presented when this bill was 
last under consideration. Ene’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state that the bill has been reported to the Senate; 
and the question first in order will be, ‘* Will the 
Senate concur in the amendments made as 10 
Committee of the Whole?’’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. When the Senate ad- 
journed on Saturday, the Clerk was reading the 
amendments in their order, to ascertain which 
were objected to; and I presume now, the course 
will be for us to go on with them in that manner. 
Some of them had been read and objection inter- 


posed. ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will be 
the course of inginorder, The firstamend- 
ment made as in Comimittee of the Whole will be 
reported to the Senate; and the question is, ‘ Will 
the Senate coneur in the amendment made in com- 
mittee ?”” the Senate having ordered the amend- 
ments to be taken up separately. 
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161. 


The Secretary read the first amendment made 
as in Committee of the Whole, which was, in 

age 2, line twelve, under the heading ‘* survey 
of the coast,’’ to strike out ‘‘one hundred and 
insert “* two hundred and fifty ;”’ so that the clause 
will read: 

For continuing the survey of the Atlantic and Gulf coast 
of the United States, (including compensation of civilians 
engaged in the work, and excluding pay and emoluments 
of officers of the Army and Navy, and petty officers and 
men of the Navy ewployed on the work,) $250,000, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ne 
is, “* Will the Senate concur in this amendment?”’ 

Mr. GRIMES. This bill, as it came from the 
House, appropriated various items for the benefit 
of the coast survey —— 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I would suggest, as I 
have before, that the Senate has decided once to 
go through with the amendments to the bill, to 
see what were objected to, and what were not. 
The Clerk understands that, I suppose. Those 
that are not objected to may be considered as con- 
curred in; and then we can return and take up 
those objected to and reserved. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This amend- 


meni will be laid aside as oue objected to. 
T’'he next amendment made as in committee, 


was, in line sixteen, page 2, to strike out ‘one | 


hundred and seventy’’ and insert ‘‘one hundred 
and thirty,’’ so that the clause would read: 


For continuing the survey of the western coast of the 
United States, including compensation of civilians engaged 
in the work, $130,000. 


Mr. GRIMES. I will suggest that all the 
amendments on that page are of the same char- 
acter, in regard to the coast survey. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. They will be 
laid aside as objected to. 


The next amendment was, on page 3, after line | 


forty, to insert the following: 
To provide for a steam vessel in place of the steamer 
Walker, lost by collision at sea, $45,000. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
jection to this amendment? If not, it will be con- 
sidered as concurred in. 
objection. 


The nextamendment was, on page 4, line sixty- | 


seven, to strike out the word “eight”’ and insert 
**five;”’ so that the clause will read: 


For seamen’s wages, repairs, supplies, and incidental! ex- 
penses of forty-five light-vessels, $170,967 70. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 1s there ob- 
jection made to this amendment? No objection 
eing made, it will be entered as concurred in, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suggest, if no objection 
be made, that we take a vote on all the amend- 
ments not objected to ai once, and not a separate 
vote on each. It will save a great deal of time. 
Let the Cierk read them; and if there is any ob- 
jnon to any one, let him pass it over, and then 

et us take a vote on all not objected to, and after- 
wards take up those that are objected to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I thought I had stated 
once or twice that the Senate agreed that the 
amendments should be read over, and if any mem- 
ber wanted to reserve one for a vote he might do 
so; if nobody made that request, it was consid- 
ered as adopted, without any particular vote upon 
it. That is the rule, and that has been the prac- 
tice, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ments will be proceeded with. 


The next amendment was, in line ninety-three, 
on page 5, to strike out the word ‘‘ expenses,”’ 
and insert *‘ repairs;’’ so that the clause will read: 

For repairs and incidental expenses of nineteen light- 
houses and buildings connnected therewith, $10,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there an 
objection made to thisamendment? If not, it will 
be considered as concurred in. 

The next amendment was, on page 7, in line 
one hundred and fifty-five, to insert the words 
‘‘and the roads appurtenant thereto owned by the 
United States;’’ so that the clause will read: 


For repairs of the Potomac, navy-yard, and upper bridges, | 


and the roads appurtenant thereto owned by the United 
States, $6,000. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is this amend- 


ment objected to? If not, it will be entered as 
concurred in, 


The next amendment was, after line one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight, on page 8, to insert: 


To complete the inclosing of Judiciary square in Wash- 
ington city, as required by the sixth section of the act of 


Is there ob- | 


The Chair hears no | 








ae 








the oo of March, 1857, including the grading of the grounds, 
$10,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is this amend- 
ment objected to? If not, it will be considered as 
concurred in by the Senate. The amendment is 
concurred in. 


The next amendment made in Committee of 
the Whole was, in line one hundred and seventy- 
eight, in page 8, after the word ** thirty,’’ to in- 
sert * five;’’ so that the clause will read: 

For the support, clothing, and medical and moral treat- 
ment of the insane of the District of Columbia, and of the 
Army and Navy and of the revenue service, at the asylum 
in said District, including books and incidental expenses 
of the asylum, $35,500. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is this amend- 
ment objected to? If not, it will be entered as 
concurred in. The Chair hears no objection. 


The next amendment was, after line one hun- 
dred and seventy-nine, on the same page, to insert 
the following: 

For repairs and painting of four western or first erected 
sections of the hospital edifice, including additions to the 
furniture and gardener’s houses, and out-buildings and 
fences ; ice-houses, including preserving cellar, extension 
of stable for storage of hay and other fodder, and shelter of 
farm wagons and carts; and inclosing two sides o&farm- 
yard with brick wall; improvement of grounds, including 
pavement surrounding all the buildings; grading and plant- 
ing trees, paving gutters, and placing seats in the pleasure 
grounds of the patients ; forcing and green-houses, includ- 
ing apparatus ; fitting up two bowling alleys, one in base-- 
ment of each wing, $8,000. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Is there objec- 
tion tothisamendment? If not, it will be entered 
as concurred in, The Chair hears no objection. 

The next amendment was, after line one hun- 
dred and ninety-one, on page 9, to insert the fol- 
lowing: 

For extending the stone and brick wall already forming 
a part of the exterior boundary of a portion of the hospital 
grounds, with a view of eventually inclosing the whole 
tract in the same way, $10,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objec- 
tion to this amendment? If not, it will be entered 
as concurred in. It is concurred in. 

The next amendment was, on page 9, to strike 
out lines two hundred and two to two hundred 
and four, inclusive, in the following words: 

* For drawings to illustrate the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents for the year 1861, $6,000.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no objection 
be made, this amendment will be considered as 
concurred in. The Chair hears no objection. 


The next amendment was, in line two hundred 
and seven, on page 9, to insert the word ** prop- 
agation;’’ so that the clause will read: 

For collection of agricultural statistics, investigations 
for promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the pro- 
curement, propagation, and distribution of cuttings and 


seeds, $60,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unless objec- 
tion is made, this amendment will be considered 
as concurred in. The amendment is concurred 
in 













The next amendment was, on page 10, line two 
hundred and sixteen, to strike out ** fourteen hun- 
dred ’’ and insert ‘* two thousand;’’ and after the 
word ‘dollars ’’ to insert ‘so much thereof as 
may be necessary to be applied to the deficiency 
in that fund for the present fiscal year;’’ so that 
the clause will read: 

For expenses of receiving, arranging, and taking care of 
copyright books, charts, and other copyright matter, $2,000, 


so much thereof as may be necessary, to be applied to the 
deficiency in that fund for the present fiscal year. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection, the amendment will be considered as 
concurred in. 

The next amendment was, to strike out from 
lines two hundred and twenty-three to two hun- 
dred and twenty-six inclusive, in the following 
words: 

‘* For the preservation of the collections of the exploring 
and surveying expeditions of the Government, and the 


construction of suitable cases to receive said collections, 
$6,000.” 


And to insert, in lieu thereof: 


For the distribution of the collections of the exploring 
and surveying expeditions of the Government, and the con- 
struction of additional cases to receive such part of said 
collections as may be retained by the Government, $6,000 ; 
such distribution to be only to institutions willing to receive 
the same, and at their own expense. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Jf no objec- 
tion be made to this amendment, it will be consid- 


ered as concurred in. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I think the Senator who 
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moved the amendment to that amendment will 
hardly insist upon it. Itleaves the whole $6,000 
to be appropriated, as itis understood, to the erec- 
tion of cases. The chairman of the committee 
understands the matter better than I do, and I 
wish he would explain it to the Senate. If he is 
satisfied with the amendment to the amendment, 
I have no objection to it myself. 

Mr. PEARCE. I think it would be better to 
alter it; but if the Senator from North Carolina 
still insists upon it, I will agree to let it go as it is. 
I think, myself, it amounts to nothing at all. 

Mr. BRAGG. | care nothing in .the world 
about it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then I hope the Senate 
will not concur in the amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being 
made to the amendment, it will be laid aside with 
the others. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will suggest that there 
is anamendment, in line two hundred and twenty, 
on that page, which has been passed over, striking 
out the words “ and distribution.”’ 

Mr. PEARCE. That was concurred in. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It was not read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understands that those words were not in the 
orignal bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well. It is allright, 
then. 

The next amendment was, on page 12, in line 
two hundred and sixty-two, to strike out *‘ twen- 
ty» and insemg “ thirty;”’ so that the clause will 
read: 

For surveying the public lands and private land claims in 
California, to be disbursed at the rates prescribed by law 
for the different kinds of work, $30,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no objection 
be made to this amendment, it will be considered 
as concurred in. It is concurred in. 

The next amendment was, in line two hundred 
and seventy-one, on the same page, to strike out 
the word ** when,’’ and insert ‘* where;’’ so that 
the clause will read: 

For salary of the clerk detailed for the special service in 
the General Land Office, to attend to the unfinished surveys 
in the States where the offices of the surveyors general 
have been closed, $2,600. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no objection 
be made, the amendment will be considered as 
concurred in. The Chair hears no objection, 


The next amendment was, after line two hun- 
dred and seventy-eight, on the same page, to in- 
sert the following proviso: 

Provided, That the proviso in the clause of the act ap- 
preved 23d June, 1860, appropriating $8,000 to carry into 
effect the act approved the 16th day of May, 1860, creatin 


an additional land district in Washington Territory, be, an 
the same is hereby, repealed. 


So that the clause will read: 


For surveying the public lands in Washington Territory, 
at the rates now authorized by law, $15,000: Provided, That 
the proviso in the clause of the act approved 23d June, 
1860, appropriating $8,000 to carry into effect the act ap- 
proved the 16th day of May, 1860, creating an additional 
land district in Washington Territory, be, and the same is 
hereby, repealed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection, this amendment will be entered as con- 
curred in. It is concurred in. 


The next amendment was, on page 13, line two 
hundred and eighty-four, to strike out “ five’? and 
insert ** three;’’ so that the clause will read: 

For preparing the unfinished records of public and pri- 
vate surveys, to be transferred to the State authorities, 
under the provisions of the act of 12th June, 1840, in those 
districts where the surveys are about being completed, per 
act of 22d of January, 1853, $8,800. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
consider this amendment as concurred in, if there 
be no objection. 


The next amendment was, on page 13, after line 
two hundred and eighty-five, to insert: 

To supply deficiency in appropriation for expenses for 
the present fiscal year, of transportation of bullion from the 
assay office, at New York, to the Mint at Philadelphia, for 
coinage, $29,000. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 


objection, the amendment will be considered as 
concurred in. 


The next amendment was, on page 13, after line 
two hundred and eighty-nine, to insert: 
For constructing on each floor of the Governinent build- 


ing called ‘*‘ Winder’s Building,” the necessary water- 
closets, urinals, slop- water sinks, and hose-cocks, $3,450. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. This amend- || under the provisions of the joint resolution hereinbefore |/ of this kind shall be made upon me, My Vote j 
ment will be entered as concurred in, if no objec- || Teferred to. Te favor of the amount asked for by the Conus - 
tion be interposed by any Senator. No objection being interposed, the amendment || on Finance of the Senate shall not be quoted oe 

The next amendment was, on page 13, after line || ¥°% considered as concurred in. me as a precedent why [ should co Upon 


, ‘ a nunue to Vote 
two hundred and ninety-three, to insert: The following amendment was concurred in, || $500,000 a yee: ‘or this purpose during the"time 








For payment to George P. Kane, president of the Ex- no objection being made: that [ may be in the Senate. stoi 

change Company, of Baltimore, for extra work done onthe || _ To pay for labor on, and materials furnished for, the Post Mr. PEARCE. The Senator is right in su 

post office building in the city of Baltimore, $9,688 82. | Office extension, $16,000. posing that the Committee on Finance moved ro 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no objection The following amendment was concurred in, || Testore the appropriations to the amount esij. 

be made, this amendment will be considered ag || no objection being made: mated for. e is right in supposing that the 





coneurred in, To enable the Secretary of the Senate to make the pay- || 88gregate sum appropriated is larger than it Was 
The next amendment was, on page 13,after line ment authorized by the resolution of the Senate of March || last year by $45,000; and that was rendered ne 
. c 


: Lo Saw! 

two hundred and ninety-seven, to insert: | feces genee Sy A Lee yee y pocwenys ae - oa Vessel, an iron 
For incidental and contingent expenses, including wast- The following amendment was concurred in, Ky rahe: ee anipons t mA on the cnast Sur- 

age c¢’ the Mint at Philadelphia, in addition to we sum || "° objection being made: vey. [twas necessary to replace that, if we were 

appropriated by the act *‘ making appropriations for the For compensation of superintendent of Indian affairs and || 0 carry on the work; and that appropriation of 





legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- || three additiona! agents, in Washington Territory, for the $45,000 was, therefore, necessary; and that is the 
| 


ment,”’ $15,000, fiscal year ending June 30, 1861, $2,527 77. increase of the appropriation for the present year 


‘ 7 f supe > 3 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. This amend- || tnree additional agents, in Washington ‘Tertitory, for the || 1 he House of Representatives seem to have siruc 
ment will be considered as concurred in, if no Sen- 


fiscal year ending June 30, 1862, $7,000. down, without ee much consideration, alj these 

ator interposes an objection. The amendment making an appropriation for || @ppropriations. The amount asked for the guy. 
The nextamendment was, inline three hundred || the construction of a sewer on Flushing avenue, || Y°Y © ee and Gulf coasts of the United 
and two, on page 13, to insert: ] and through the navy-yard grounds at Brooklyn, ieee te ohana af ervilians, &e., 
For incidental and contingent expenses, including wast- || was reserved, being énbepied to by Mr. Dovatas. eae uo. 0 ys ties whieh . Co, reduced it 
age at the mint at San Francisco, in addition to the sum The amendment making an appropriation for to $190,000. One motive which the Committee oy 


appropriated by the act “making appropriations for the legis- : : Finance had for restoring the estimates in regard 
lative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- || the Capitol extension was excepted to by Mr. g 


ment,” $20,000 BircHam to this appropriation is this: as the Senate yw; 
ent, 9 . ’ . 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. No objection || Phe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary — pean Pe aerae of the Sqnendenent, out 
being made, this amendment will be ey er as || Will proceed to read the amendments which have OF Enis FOU bake Al The CXPenees of the orgeniza- 








| been excepted, and a separate vote will be taken || "0" of the office, of the establishment here, en- 

concurred in. | on each graving, printing, electrotyping, computing, and 

The next amendment was, on page 14, afterline || The Secretary read the first excepted amend- all the various operations which are carried on jy 

three hundred and seven, to insert: ment, which was to strike out * $100,000,” and that large establishment. That costs about sev. 

To enable the President of the United States to carry || insert **$250,000,”’ in the following clause: enty thousand dollars a year. [t requires extraor- 
into effect the act of March 3, 1819, anf any subsequent 


F dinary skill, unusual aptitude, in work of this 

' force. ¢ . 28 P the ms , For continuing the survey of the Atlantic and Gulf coast 2 . : as . 
900,000 nb ane Pricisehe te waste Ubieertesa te uitow; 1 of the United States, including compensation of civilians enn eee Se ene a 
such compensation to the United States marshals, district |! engaged in the work, and excluding pay and emoluments ’ per »y - u il again very 
attorneys, and any other persons employed in enforeingsaid || Of Officers of the Army and Navy, and petty officers and |) promptly, and you, in fact, pursue a mode of ex. 
jaws, as may to him seem proper, for any services they may || Me” of the Navy employed on the work, $100,000, penditure very far from being economical, by 
render, for which no allowance can now be made under Mr. GRIMES. This bill, asit came from the || adopting that plan. Now, if you take $70,000 4 
exteting laws. || House of Representatives, appropriated $272,000 || year, for the support of the organization, from 1\. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. No objection | for purposes connected with the prosecution of || appropriation of $100,000, you leave but $30,000 
being made, the amendment will be considered as || the coast survey. The Committee on Finance 
concurred in, of this body have added to that, $237,000, making 
The Secretary read the following amendment: || the total amount that is proposed to be appro- 
And be it further enacted, That the sum of $80,000, or so || Priated by this bill for the coast survey, $509,000. 
much thereof as may be necessary for tie purpose, be,and || he committee of this body has not assigned any 
is hereby, appropriated for the payment for materials de- || reason why this sum should be added to the 
pot oho ree eden gs a | amount included in 'the bill as it came from the 

B ‘0 Wels 5 e 5 4 i = 2 
ise Cppriprintea fur the continuance of the werk on duch '| House of Representatives, as it wpe Ye osed 
there by the committee who have in their hands 
the preparation of the ways and means for carry- 
| 
| 











for the survey of the whole Atlantic and Gulf 
coast. But some may say that in the Gulf coast 
is included the coast of seceding States, where we 
ought not to pursue the survey. If there be no 
restoration-of the Union to what it was before the 
secession of those States, of course the coasts of 
those particular States will not be surveyed during 
the ensuing fiscal year; but there is ample oppor- 
tunity for applying the whole of the money appro- 
priated by the amendment to the remaining coast 
of the United States. Whoever will look at the 
map of the coast survey, which shows its progress, 
will perceive that about five eighths of the Atlantic 
and Gulf coasts has been done; but there are large 
portions of it where the syerography has been 
scarcely touched. That is the case along the coast 
of Maine, a very important coast, a very rugged 
coast, and one remarkably indented. The lwes, 
counting from headland to headland, are only 
about three hundred and eighty-four miles; but 
according to the indentations, Maine has a coast 
of twenty-three hundred miles and upwards, and 
of that the hydrography has not been done at 
all. Of other points, the hydrography has been 
done along the shore line, which is about ten 
miles from the coast; but the law which formerly 
required the hydrography to extend to one hun- 
dred fathoms of water now requires it to be car- 
ried out to the inner edge of the Gulf stream; and 
there is a very large space, that any one may per 
ceive who will look at the map, of deep-water 
surveying to be done, even where the hydrog- 
raphy has made considerable progress; on the 
coast of Maine scarcely any has been done. 
Then there is an interval between Nantucket 
and George’s shoals, a very important place for 
mariners, which has been directed to be surveyed: 
and none of that hydrography has been done. So, 
also, there is a large portion of the deep-water 
soundings from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles, 
of which’ iieive has been done, though the inet 
shore line of ten niles has been; and so along the 
coats of North Carolina an eer a 
hydr hy, not even the shore line done dow 
we Care 4 favteras: At Cape Hatteras it has bee? 
done shortly above and shortly below, and so 
Cape Lookout; but below these points, and from 
Cape Fear, in the southern part of North Caro- 
lina, up to Cape Henry, very little hydrography 
has been done at all. A great deal has been done 
on the coast of New Jersey and Long Island and 
around Nantucket; but there is a vast deal © 





extension. 

No objection being made, the amendment was || ° ‘ 
eonaiderdd an concurred in: ing on the Government. I suppose, however, it 
may be predicated upon the esumates of the De- 
partment, 

| am not going to put myself in antagonism, at 
this time, to the coastsurvey. I know that would 
be perfectly useless. I am not prepared to say 
that the coast survey is not of material advant- 
age to our commerce. [admit that itis; and I 
am willing to agree, too, that it is important in 
point of naval defense; but it does seem to me 
that we should have some evidence, before we 
are called on to vote $500,000 a year, as we have 
been now for several successive years, that this 
coast survey is to terminate at some particular 
time. We have appropriated since 1843, for the 
prosecution of the coast survey, $6,952,410; and 
when you ask those connected with it when it is 


The next amendment was read, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs be directed to examine the accounts of Brigham 
Young, late Governor of the Utah Territory and ex officio 
superintendent of Indian affairs, for disbursements alteged 
to have been made by him on account of the Indian service 
in said Territory, and report @ statement thereof to Con- | 
gress. 

The amendment was considered as concurred 
in, no objection being made. 


The Secretary read the next amendment: 


And be it further enacted, ‘That the judge of the district 
eourt tor the district of Minnesota is hereby required to hold 
a term of the said court in each year at Mankato, to com- 
mence on the first Monday of June, instead of Preston, as 
now required by law; and so much of the act of Congress 
approved March 3, 1859, requiring the said jadge to hold a 


term for the said court at Preston, is hereby repeated. to end, when this constant drain upon the Treas- 
No objection being made, the amendment was || ury is to cease, they tell you twelve or fifteen 
concurred in. years hence. The appropriations have been con- 
The following amendment was concurred in, || Stantly increasing, It was thought, in 1843, that 
no objection being made: in twenty years from, that time, with an appro- 
And be it further enacted, That the treasurer of the branch || priation of $100,000 a year, it could be completed. 
sa ea - ’ sue batsanat Dune, bones ee Nineteen years of that time have already elapsed, 
teu gat Michel Cassi, tamimiaatroLthe || and instead of spending $2,000,000, we have spent 
value of twenty-two ounces of gold dust deposited by James || "early seven million dollars. The total amount 
Ss, and by mistake credited || we have spent on the coast survey, $6,952,410, 
almost seven million dollars; but, as I said be- 
fore,,1 do not rise for the purpose of putting my- 
self in opposition to the coast survey. I am 
willing to vote the amount appropriated by the 
House of Representatives; but I do not believe it 
is expedient, in the present condition of the Treas- 
ury, to appropriate this large amount, and I do 
not believe we can safely spare the officers of the 
Army and Navy, who are now engaged in the 
prosecution of this work, from the regular line of 
their duty. I think we shall have necessity for 
having them engaged in some other business., 
But my principal purpose in making the sug- 
gestion at this time, is to place myself right on 
the record, so that hereafter, when requisitions 


Cassin, deceased, in the year I 
to John Cassin. 


The Secretary read the following amendment: 


tnd be it further enacted, That to enable the Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing to execute the binding and rul- 
ing, and to furaish blank books for the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial departments, after the 4th of March, 1861, 
in accordauce with the provisions of We joint resolution 
of June 23, 1860, “in relation to the public printing,” the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and be is hereby, directed to 
place to the eredit of the Superintendent of Pablie Printing 
the sums heretofore appropriated fer binding, ruling, and 
blewk books for the said Departments respectively; and 
should the Printers or Binders to the present Congress, or 
either of them, decline or fail to execute any of the printing 
or binding ordered by the Senate or House of Representa- 
tives during the present session, the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Printing, is hereby authorized and directed to cause the 
priating or binding so ordered and directed to be executed 
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hydrography to be done yet. 
this portion of the work, at the present rate of ap- 
propriavon, can be completed in eight or nine 
years. $9 says the Superintendent, If, however, 
be not applied to all the different sections—and 
the work has been going on In all the sections for 
the whole Atlantic and Gulf coast heretofore—if, 
by reason of the secession of severa! States, it 
shall be unadvisable to carry on the survey along 
their coasts, the whole appropriation can be ap- 
plied to complete the surveys of those shores 
where there is no secession, and in this way poth- 
ing will be lost. In fact, when you make liberal 
appropriations, you do the work more cheaply 
than if you make stinted ones. Thirty thousand 
dollars for surveying this great coast is buta trifle, 
Let not the Senate be disturbed at the idea of the 
appropriations made for this object. Itisagreat 
object to a commercial country; and we should 
not be too strict and niggardly. The commerce 
of the country is as deeply interested in the accu- 
rate survey and delineation of its coasts, even out 
in deep water, as it is in your tariffs. 

Well, sir, these $30,000, therefore, would be 
very trifling; and here I will mention that the Brit- 
ish survey has been going on since 1791, and they 
have spent $25,000,000 upon it, and itis not done 
yet. The Senator says we have spent between 
six and seven million dollars. We have, alto- 
gether, a coast line of thirty thousand miles, Ido 
not know what other country can speak of such 
a coast line as that. I include in that the Atlantic 
and the Gulf coast and the line of the Pacific. 

The increase of expenditure of late years has 
been owing to two circumstances. First, we ac- 
quired Texas; and it was desirable that the survey 
of that coast should be carried on; it is a very 
extensive coast. 
extensive coast on the Pacific ocean, amounting 
to about ten thousand miles, with all the indenta- 
tions; and there the prices of labor have been very 
high. Atone time the cooks employed on the 
coast survey vessels received more pay than the 
superintendentof the party charged with the whole 


————— 


It is estimated that | 


é - 


of Mexico; and this improvement is not for the | 
local benefit of the State of Florida, but for the | 
commerce of the whole United States, and I may 


| say of all the world, with that portion of America. 
the appropriations for the Atlantic and Gulf coast || 


expenditure and oll the operations of the work. | 


The prices have come down since, but they are | 


sull very high. 
Now, sir, you will accomplish little or no work 


' mated that in two years more thev will be com- 





Then we have acquired a very || 


if you reduce the appropriation for the survey of || 


the Atlantic and Gulf coasts to $100,000, because, 
as | said before, all the expenses of the organiza- 
tion of the office are included in that, and it would 
leave too small a sum to make any progress in the 
work. If youapply the whole of the appropriation 
to the survey above the southern line of North 
Carolina, and if you should continue to do so, you 
can accomplish the whole work, provided there 
were no secession, which would consume some 
eight or nine years, in four or five years. There 
will be nothing lost. If there is not money in 
the Treasury, of course the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey will have to restrict his operations. 
Gentlemen voted the other day for $1,200,000 
additional to the Navy bill to build war-steamers, 


although they were informed that the appropria- | 
tions already in the bill were fully equal to ail the 


appropriations last year, and indeed exceeded 
them. They did so because they said these things 
were proper; and if there was no money in the 
Treasury it could not be expended, but if there 
was, it might be applied to the purpose. So I 
aay in regard to the Coast Survey. 

will not consume the time of the Senate fur- 
ther. I believe the Senator’s objections apply 
only to the appropriation for the Atlantic coast. 

Mr. GRIMES. To all of them. 

Mr. PEARCE. Then, I beg to say a word or 
two more. The appropriation in the bill for the 
survey of the western coast was only $70,000. 
The estimate was $130,000. I have stated the 
circumstances which make the expense’ very 
great on that coast; and it isa coast of which com- 
paratively little surveying has been done, though 
much has been done that is very useful to com- 
merce; but we think it is advisable to restore the 
estimates there, too. 

Then in regard to the survey of the Florida 
reefs and keys, the gentleman must not confound 
that with what might be called the local survey 


of the coast of Florida> The Florida keys and | 


recfs are those which run from Cape Florida 

‘round the coast westwardly to the Tortugas, 

the terror of all mariners who navigate the Gulf 
‘ ' ‘ 





; 
- 








| of late years, in consequence of the ervey of this 








| 
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to put myself right upon the record in regard to 
this matter. IL only wantto place myself in such 
a position that the vote that I give to-day shall not 
be quoted against me as a reason why I should 


Wrecks have already been much fewer in number |} vote for similar amounts year after year, as long 


coast, as far as they have progressed. It is esti- 
pleted. The House of Representatives appro- 
priated $20,000. The estimate was $40,000. In 
two years more, at $40,000 a year, the whole 
survey of these reefs will be completed, and it is 
notorious that since we have been surveying these 
reefs, and putting up beaconsand sea-marks, and 
establishing light-houses, the wrecking business 
has vastly decreased, and the wreckers complain 
that the Coast Survey and the Light-house Board 





saving the property and the lives of our mariners. 
I hope the estimates wilJl be restored. The 
money will be expended economically, as 1 know 
every expenditure has been in that office; and if 
the circumstances of the country do not admit of 
the Treasury supplying all the means for these 
amendments, we shall be no worse off, because 
the money will not of course go out of the Treas- 
ury, and the work will not be done. It will only 
be done on this seale if the Treasury can afford it. 
Mr. GRIMES. Iam resolved not to get into 
a controversy with the Senator from Maryland, 
or anybody else, over the coast survey. Ido not 
intend to be enticed or provoked into opposition 
to it. Iam in favor of the coast survey, as I un- | 
derstand it, upon a moderate, and yet, as F believe, | 
a liberal basis, and am willing to make what | | 
believe to be liberal appropriations. Ihave learned 
one fact, however, from the Senator from Mary- 


land, which I am glad tolearn. Did I understand | 


the Senator to say that the law of Congress re- || 


quires that there shall be a hydrographic survey | 
opposite to the American coast as far out as the 
ulf stream ? 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GRIMES. I should like to know, then, 
how far it is off the coast of Maine to the Gulf 
stream? 

Mr. PEARCE. I cannot tell. 

Mr.GRIMES. According to the map which 
I have before me, from the northeast corner of | 
the State of Maine, it is about 89°, 

Mr. LANE. It is all that. 

Mr. PEARCE. Possibly it is. 

Mr. GRIMES. I do not wonder that a liberal 
appropriation is asked for, if we are going to have 
a hydrographic survey for 8° off that coast. No 
man can predict when this survey is to cease, if 
such is the law; and if it be for such a purpose 
that we are to make appropriations to complete 
hydrographic surveys, coal as have already been 
commenced, such as have been prosecuted off the 
coast of New Jersey and in the Chesapeake bay, 
as far out as the Gulf stream. The Senator from 
Maryland quotes the example of England, and 
states, I believe, that $30,000,000 have been ex- 
pended there. 
ah PEARCE. Twenty-five million, I think 

said. 

Mr. GRIMES, Well, sir, according to a state- 
ment which has been put in my hands by an offi- 
cer connected with the Coast Survey, I find that 
there had been expended, up to 1856, $10,000,000 








in the hydrographic suryey of all the British isl- 
ands. They must have expended since 1856 a 
very liberal amount to reach $25,000,000. 

Mr. PEARCE. If the Senator will allow me 
to explain, I will state, what I believe is the fact, 
that the survey of Great Britain is what is called 


estimates the Senator has had, they do not include 
the pay of the officers engaged in it, who are 
attached to the army. 

Mr. GRIMES. th Great Britain, France, and 
some other countries of Europe, they have a top- 


| ographical survey cqnnecting with weir hydro- 


| thing. 


graphic survey. That is a separate and distinct 
It is true, the topographical survey had 
up to that time cost some twelve million dollars; 


_ but up to that time there had been expended, from 
| 1791 to 1856, upon the whole surveys of the Brit- 


j 


an ordnance survey; and I presume that, in the 
i 


ish Islands, only $10,000,000; whereas, we have 
expended, from 1843p to 1860, nearly seven mil- | 
lion dollars, and that does notinclude a great man 

of the incidental expenses that are connected with 
our coastsurvey But I said before,I only want 





} 
| 
are ruining their business; in other words, are 


| 


| 
| 
| 





| 


as I remain here. WhenI become more thoroughly 


| acquainted with the coast Sarr eR it is possible 
tho 


that | may change my views, 
think I shall. vee 

Mr. PEARCE. I will merely state a fact to 
the Senator in reply to what he has just said. I[ 
read from a report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, made in 185], in regard to the cost. Speak- 
ing of the cost in Great Britain, he says ‘* one 
year’s cost of her hydrography (1845-46) was 
$893,910. In 1845-46, and in 1846-47, it was 
equal to the whole coast survey appropriation to 
1849."" That gives you an element of compari- 
son. 

Mr.GRIMES. [also read from a little pam- 
phiet, put in my hands by an officer connected 
with the Coast Survey, in this city, that: 

“The trigonometrical survey for England alone had cost 
up to 1856, $5,000,000 ; that of Ireland, $5,300,000 ; that o 
Scotland, $1,400,000; making, for the United Kingdom, 
$11,500,000.” 

That is for the land surveys that we do not 
have. [**Oh, yes!”] No; we make points on 
the land; but they go over the whole country. 
There is not a city, a village, a hamlet, in the 
whole of England that is not thoroughly surveyed ; 
every stone, almost, is put down on their maps. 
I happen to have seen some of them. 

Mr. PEARCE. That is the topographic sur- 
vey. Will the Senator allow me to state one word 
more? and that is, that this deep-sea work, far off 
the coast, towards the Gulf Stream, is of a very 
different kind from the closer and more accurate 
survey within ten miles along the shore. 

Mr. GRIMES. This goes on to say: 


*"I’his is for Jand work. Besides this, however, $10,000,000 
were expended in hydrography, up to 1856.”’ 


ugh I do not 


That is the kind of survey we make here, 
which we call a coast survey. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., I do not feel disposed to 
make an argument on this subject. It has been 
argued before the Senate a great many times, and 
before most of us here, will only state the 
reasons which actuated the Committee on Fi- 
nance, as I understood them, for proposing to 
increase this appropriation, 

They were well convinced that economy re- 
quired it, if we are to continue the work at all; 
because, if we struck off more than one half, as 
proposed by the House of Representatives, of ne- 
cessity it breaks up the corps as at present organ- 
ized, and it diminishes entirely the efficiency of 
the work. We have begun it, and continued it 
for many years. It is a great national work, ne- 
cessarily involving many years of time, and man 
millions of expense; and it will be well worth all 
its cost, as everybody knows, when it is con- 
cluded. Then the simple question is, do we mean 
to continue itor not? I presume there is no Sena- 
tor who doubts that that is the policy of the coun- 
try, and that the interests of the country and of 
commerce require it, Then, if we mean to con- 
tinue it to the end, is there any reason why we 
should break up the corps as it now exists in its 
efficient state, under its present very able man- 
agement, and reduce it more than half, and thus 
check the progress of the work at the present 
time ? i suppose the House of Representatives 
were actuated by the idea that in the present state 
of things in certain portions of the country, the 
work could not be continued. We inquired into 
that matter of the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey, and we found that all the money asked 
for could be economically expended; because, if 
it were not expended over the whole space, it 
would only be doubled upon other portions, and 
the work be brought just so much nearer to its 
conclusion. So that there would be nothing lost, 
but much saved, by continuing it in its present 
condition. We therefore supposed it was advis- 
able to do so, and understood that that fact had 
not been communicated to the other House. 

We were influenced, moreover, with regard to 
this first amount of $250,000, which the House 
of Representatives cut down to $100,000, by being 
informed that, if it was cut down to $100,000, 


| and the expenses of the office taken out of it, there 


would hardly be anything left to continue the 
survey of the northern coast—a very trifling sum, 








which could not be made efficient; and we sup- 
osed the House of Representatives did not un- 
Tirsnend this fact. 

In regard to the survey of the Pacific coast, it 
is going on now at a very moderate rate; and we 
were informed and believed that a less sum than 
that proposed for the coast of California and Ore- 
gon would be to render the survey entirely ineffi- 
cient, and would result in a loss. We believed 
the statements that were made; and under the facts 
as stated to us, after careful examination and con- 
sideration, we came to the conclusion that sound 
economy required that the appropriation asked 
for should be made, with a view, if it was made 
here, that the whole matter would undoubtedly be 
submitted to the House of Representatives again; 
and if there were any good reasons to reduce, in 
fact, any of the amounts, on a conference those 
reasons could be understood, and it would bedone. 
I remain of the same opinion. I think the work 
a very great and important one; and I do not be- 
lieve it 18 consistent with sound economy, or the 
interests of the cquntry, that the amount asked 
for should be substantially reduced. Such was 
the opinion of the officers, and of those officers 
I have a very high opinion, and believe that the 
money will be expended carefully and well under 
their supervision. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not intend to go intoa 
discussion of the merits of the coast survey. It 
is very clear to my mind that, anless we are going 
to abandon it in tolo, economy requires that we 
should keep the appropriations up to the esti- 
mates. We have already all the implements, the 
boats and materials that are necessary to keep it 
up, according to the estimates. If we are going 
to dispense with them by curtailing the appro- 
priation one half, you render them useless; and 
when you go to raise it again, you will have to 
incur additional expense; and when. you curtail 
the appropriation one half, you almost entirely 
stop the work, because a large portion of this 
appropriation is expended, as has been said, in 
the organization in this city in the maps and charts 
and plans, &c.; and it is almost equivalent to dis- 
continuing the work upon the coast. No matter 
what may happen, I trust the coast survey will 
ge on. It is essential to the commerce of this 
country, to the national defense, to the American 
character, that the coast survey should go on and 
be completed; and I have no idea that anything 
will occur to interrupt the harmonious and peace- 
ful prosecution of this work; and I hope, there- 
fore, we shall concur with the Committee on Fi- 
nance in keeping the appropriations up to the 
estimates. 

Mr. HALE. I am nota convert to that kind 
of economy which goes on increasing and increas- 
ing expenses continually, and when a motion is 
made to reduce them, cries out that a due regard 
to economy requires that the highest sum shall 
be appropriated; because, if the highest sum is 
not given, the whole corps will be broken up, and 
when you come to employ them again it will cost 
more. That I have no doubt is true; but that, I 
think, is not the kind of economy which the Gov- 
ernment or the country wants. 

The theory of our Government generally is— 
though, to be sure, the Senate have a negative on 
all the doings of the House of Representatives— 
that the House of Representatives are the legiti- 
mate guardians of the Treasury; and that they 
understand quite as well as the Senate what the 
wants of the public service are, I remember that 
ip a noted instance, not long since, when the ap- 
priations for the navy-yards were cut down very 
much by the House of Representatives below 
what they had been, the Senate thought it was 
wisdom, im that case, to follow the House, and 
the Senate did follow the House; and the appro- 

riations for the navy-yards were cut down very 
argely. L have never heard or seen it intimated 
that any detriment to the public service grew out 
of the concurrence of the Senate in the action of 
the House in cutting down the estimates for navy- 
yards very much; although, if my memory serves 
me right, something like ninety per cent. of the 
estimates of the Department were cut down by 
the House of Representatives, and the Senate 
concurred. , 

There is another thing. I confess, for one, that 
I am not satisfied that there is a proper supervis- 
ion and control over the expenses of the coast 
survey retained by any department of the Gov- 
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ernment. The appropriations are voted some- 
what in gross; and they are disbursed without 
that supervision by any accounting officer of the 
Government that there ought to be. When we 
are obliged to borrow money, and go into the 
markets of the country, and sell our obligations 
for something like ten per cent. discount, | think 
it is not a time to encourage these large expend- 
itures. I think the coast survey is a very good 
place to begin. The difficulty is, that if you at- 
tempt to begin any reformation, any retrenchment 
anywhere, there are particular friends of that par- 
ticular branch, who will tell you that that is not 
the place to begin, and that now is not the exact 
time, and that you had better take some other 
time, or some other place. So it will be with 
every single branch of the public service where 

ou attempt to practice any economy. Now, sir, 
I think this isan eminently fit time, and the coast 
survey an exceedingly appropriate measure upon 
which to apply a litttle wholesome retrenchment 
and economy; and I am for concurring in the ac- 
tion of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. One word in reply to the 
Senator from New Hampshire. I am nota con- 
vert to that system of economy which consists in 
striking off twenty-five or fifty per cent. from an 
estimate, without reference to the merits or de- 
merits of the estimate. I remember that, some 
years ago, there was a chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, noted for his economy, 
who had a fixed habit of striking off twenty-five 
per cent. from each estimate, without reference to 
its nature, on the ground that if he struck off 
twenty-five per cent. he saved so much to the 
Treasury. lI was new in the House of Repre- 
sentatives at that time; and I hurried off to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and notified him that 
twenty-five per cent. was about to be stricken 
from hisestimates. ‘*Oh,’’ said he, ** I know the 
habits of the chairman of Waysand Means so well 
that I provided for that; I made my estimates, 
and added twenty-five per cent., expecting the 
chairman to strike them off, and knowing that he 
would be gratified in saving that much to the Treas- 
ury, and we should get just what the public ser- 
vice required.’’ [I was nevera convert, however, 
to that system of economy which consists in strik- 
ing right and left, twenty-five or fifty per cent., 
without reference to the merits of the particular 
branch of the public service for which the money 
is wanted. If the Senator can show that these 
estimates are erroneous, or that they are too much 
in any particular branch, I will help him to cur- 
tail wherever he will show them to be unneces- 
sary; but striking in the dark, blindly, without 
reference to the sufficiency of the estimates, is not, 
to my mind, satisfactory evidence of wisdom, or 
of economy 

Mr.HALE. I take it that, in the present con- 
dition of the country, we are not going to pursue 
the coast survey on the coasts of States that deny 
your right and claim that they have seceded from 
the Union, and therefore all the money that is 
calculated to be spent there may be saved; but in 
that suggestion, I am met by the Senator from 
Maine, who tells us that the Superintendent of 
the Coast Survey says he can very comfortably 
spend the money, notwithstanding, profitably and 
wisely elsewhere. I do not doubt it; I do not 
doubt it in the least; but I think, at this time, all 
the money which was intended by the estimates 
to be expended on those States may be stricken 
out, and that when our territory is diminished 
and the amount of coast where we can prudently 
and judiciously operate is diminished, and our 
means are less and our money is borrowed, it is 
a good time and a good place to begin the work 
of retrenchment. 

Mr. PEARCE. I will barely state, in reply 
to what has fallen from the Senator from New 
Hampshire, that I think, the last few years, the 
expenditures of the Coast Survey have been scru- 
tinized with keener eyes than have been turned 
upon any other office under this Government. 
‘There has not been a very friendly feeling towards 
it in certain wero: and a pretty acute vision 
has been employed to detect anything that might 
seem to be wrong or be tortured into it. “The Sen- 
ator seems to think itis not under sufficientcontrol. 
Well, sir, there is, by law, full authority given to 
the Sécretary of the Treasury to control all these 
expenditures, and make tions for the pur- 
pose of bringing them down to the lowest proper 
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point, and all the accounts are exami 

Auditor and by the Comptroller. The widen” 
besides, under the general supervision of the Sen’ 
retary of the Treasury and of his assistan, a 4 
1 know the fact that a vast amount of the exr a 
itures under the Coast Survey are made ae : 
narrower scale than in any other branch of the 
Government. For example, take a young — 
who may wish to become a surveyor; he js : 
into the Coast Survey at the lowest grade of tm. 
ployment; he gets $190 oye and a ration per 
day—that is his pay. He often gets up to + 
waist in salt water, in winter—a capital school 
for reforming bad boys. (Laughter.} You pa 
to a common laborer here, a ditcher, a man the, 
uses a spade in these grounds, two dollars a da 
A young man who has been to school and studied 
mathematics has to work his way up in the Coas, 
Survey. They are promoted by merit. No such 
thing as favoritism is known; no such thing as 
politics is known. A young man is promoted 
according to his merit. When he shows himself 
competent for a higher grade of service, he is em. 
ployed at it, and gets the compensation appropri- 
ate to it, and in no case is the compensation large 

Mr. KENNEDY called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. ; 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GREEN, (when his name was called.) | 
have paired off with the Senator from New York 
{Mr. Sewarp] on all party questions; and if this 
1s a party question, I cannot vote. 

Mr. HALE. It is the party of reform against 
the party of extravagance. 

Mr. REEN. Then I vote in the affirmative. 

The result was announced—yeas 35, nays 1]; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Clark, 
Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Douglas, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hempiill, 
Hunter, Kennedy, Lane, Isatham, Mason, Morrill, Pearce, 
Powell, Rice, Sebastian, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, 
Thomson, Wigfall, Wilkinson, and Wilson—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Bingham, Cameron, Chandler, 
Doolittle, Grimes, Hale, King, Nicholson, Trumbull, and 
Wade—l}. 

The Secretary read the next excepted amend- 
ment, which was to increase the appropriation 
** for continuing the survey of the western coast 
of the United States, including compensation of 
civilians engaged in the work, from $70,000 to 
$130,000. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


The next excepted amendment made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole was, in page 2, line twenty- 
two, tostrike out *‘ forty,’’ and insert ‘‘ twenty;” 
so that the clause will read: ; 

For continuing the survey of the Florida reefs and keys, 
(including compensation of civilians engaged in the work, 
and Mm gen pay and emoluments of officers of the Army 


and Navy, and petty officers and men of the Navy employed 
on the work,) $40,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


The next excepted amendment was to strike 
out the following clause: 

“ For the preservation of the collections of the exploring 
and surveying expeditions of the Government, and the con- 
struction of suitable cases to receive said collections, 
$6,000." 

And in lieu of it to insert: 


For the distribution of the collections of the exploring 
and surveying expeditions of the Government, and the con 
struction of additional cases to receive such part of said 
collections as may be retained by the Govcrnment, $6,000; 
such distribution to be only to institutions willing to receive 
the same, and at their own expense. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the Senate will 
not concur in the amendment to that amendment 
that was made in Committee of the Whole. 
think it is unnecessary. 

Mr. PEARCE. As I understand, the amend- 
ment of the Committee on Finance has been 
amended on the motion of the Senator from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Bracc.}] The Senator from Maine 
wants to get rid of the amendment of the Senator 
from North Carolina. What course does he pro- 
pose to take? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senate, I suppose, 
may refuse to concur in the amendment to the 
amendment. C 

Mr. PEARCE. The question will not be put 
upon that, as I understand, but on the amen 
ment, as amended; and I think we had better let 
it . : 

r. FESSENDEN. If the chairman 1s col 
tent with it, I have no objection to make. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, “ Will the Senate concur in the amendment? 
The amendment was concurred in. 


The next amendment excepted to was to insert: 
For the Capitol extension, $250,000. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


The next amendment excepted to was to insert, 
as a new secuuon: 

ind be it further enacted, That the sum of 360,000 be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the | 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the same being a 
reappropriation of the same amount, which sum was ap- 
propriated on the 3d of March, 1857, and reverted to the 
surplus fund ofthe Treasury, to construct a sewer on Flush- 
ing avenue, Brooklyn, New York, in continuation of that 
now constructed, to such point on said avenue as shall be 
determined by the Navy Department, thence through the 
United States grounds, or through Vanderbilt avenue, as 
shall be decided by said Department, to the waters of the 
Wallabout: Provided, The city ot Brooklyn will agree to 
pay one half of the expense of said sewer on Fiushing 
uvenue. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That closes | 
the amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole. The bill is before the Senate, and still | 
open to amendment. 

Mr. BLINGHAM. I wish to state to the Sen- 
ate that I objected to the appropriations for the | 
Treasury and Capitol extensions, and I desire to 
have a separate vote on them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The vote has | 
been taken separately on every amendment that | 
was excepted to; and a vote cannot now be taken | 
on those amendments. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I now renew in Senate the | 
amendment which | offered before, from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and ask a vote upon 
it. Itis to insert, as a new section: 

ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of State be 
direeted to audit and settle the accounts of Chazles J. Helin, 
consul general of the United States at Havana, upon the 
principles of justice and equity, for expenses incurred by 
him in preparing and making the reports and returns, and 
bringing up the arrearages of the business of iis predeces- 
sor in that office, and for extra clerk hire in his office, and 
for moneys advanced destitute American citizens, and tor 
extra rent, and to pay the amount thereof, not exceeding 
the sum of $8,168, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I must renew my objec- 
tion to that amendment as a question of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
of order being raised, the Chair will feel bound, 
by the decision of the Senate, to rule the amend- | 
ment out of order. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask the Chair to submitit 
to the Senate again; and I ask for the yeas and 
nays upon it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
submit the question to the Senate. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is | 
taken to this amendment on the ground of its | 
being a private claim, and therefore not admissi- | 
ble under the 30th rule; and the question is, | 
‘Will the Senate receive this amendment under | 
the 30th rule, on a question of order?’ 

Mr. HEMPHILL. Is it in order to discuss | 
the merits of the froposition now? 
‘ 








The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. If theamendment is received, | 
then it will be. 


_ Mr. HEMPHILL. 
in favor of it, 

The Secretar proceeded to call the roll. | 

Mr. GRIMES (when his name was called) | 
said: As a question of order the other day, I voted | 
against the admissibility of this proposition; but, | 
under the decision of the Senate in the case-of | 
Mrs. Linn, and of Cassin, I bow to the decision 
of the Senate, and vote * yea.”’ 


} 
he result was then announced—yeas 24, nays 





7 }! 
All I can say is, that I az | 


15; as follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Anthony Bigler, Bragg, Clin i 

; E : > , Clingman, Crit- 
aan, Dixon, Douglas, Fiteh, Geena, Csieade” Hemphill, 
i son of Arkansas, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, 
vl: Rice, Sebastian, Simmons, Thomson, Wigfall, 
Ww kinson and Wilson—24. 


tener, essrs. Baker, Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Col- | 


| no appropriation. 


Post Roads. 


| son of Tennessee, King, Morfill, ‘Ten Eyck, and 'Trum- 
| bull—15. 


So the Senate decided to receive the amendment | 


as in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the amendment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I believe there 4s a verbal 
correction necessary inthe amendment. The 
words ‘Secretary of State’? should be ‘ Secre- 
tary of the Treasury;”’ or, if the Secretar 


of the Treasury;”’ that will do. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no objection 
be interposed, that modification will be made by 
common consent. 

The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 


Mr. BIGLER. I will offer the amendment that | 
[ offered the other day, to pay a balance of $448. | 


It is a settled account, and would have been paid 
before, but for the law of the last session deny- 


| ing the right to use surpluses under one head for 


deficiencies under another. It is simply to enable 
the Department to carry out the law. The amend- 
ment is to add, at the end of the first section, the 


| following: 


For payment of balance due contractor for building the | 
custom-houses at Belfast and Elsworth, in Maine, $448 71. | 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. NICHOLSON. I offer the following 
amendment, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, as an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 


be directed to ascertain and award to Dakin, Moody, Gil- | 
bert, and Secor, such sum, if any, ashe may find to be due | 
to them under their contract dated August 4, 1852, for their | 


leases of the dry-docks on Mare tslind, California, and 
their outlay and improvements in providing accommoda- 
tious to work the same, and that he make his report to the 
next session of Congress. 

It will be discovered that this amendment makes 
It only directs the Secretary 
to report to the next Congress the amount, if 
any, that may be found due to these parties. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move to strike out the word 
** award,”’ in the first line. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. I think, if the Senator 
will look at it, he will find that it does not require 
an award unless there is something found due. 

Mr. GRIMES. But 1 do not want an award 
made at all. If this amendment is merely to settle 
an account, and to report to Congress whatever 


may be due, | am willing it should pass; but it | 
authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to state the | 
That award will | 


account, and make an award. 
be regarded as binding upon us. 
Mr. NICHOLSON. That is part of the con- 


tract between those parties and the Government, | 


that the Secretary shall make the award. 
Mr. CLARK. I will suggest to the Senator 
from Tennessee, if his object be simply to state 


the amount, there can be no possible objection to | 


striking out the word “‘award,’’ because the 
amount can be stated without that. 


Mr. NICHOLSON. I do not think it will 


will 
insert the werds, ‘* and that the same be paid out | 








change it, except the contract required the Secre- | 


tary to make this award. Ihave no sort of ob- 
jection to the alteration, if anybody objects to it. 

Mr. CLARK. | think you had better let it be 
made, to avoid all difficulty. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. Then I accept the amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment to the amendment being accepted, it will be 
modified accordingly; and the question is on the 
amendment as modified. 

The amendment, as modified, was concurred in. 

Mr. DIXON. I offered an amendment by di- 
rection of the Committee on the Post Office and 
The amount is somewhat reduced 
from what it was originally. It is to insert, asa 
new section: : 


And be it further enacted, That the sum of $75,000, or so | 


much thereof as inay be necessary for the purpose, be, and 


is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treas- | 


ury not otherwise appropriated, for the payment for marble 
finished or in preparation for the new custom-house at 
Charleston, South Carolina, under existing contract with 


ee, Fessenden, Foster, Hale, Harlan, John- |: the Government; and the Secretary of the Treasury is | 


| i 7 . 
hereby directed to pay such sum for such marble, or ou ae 





count thereof, as shall be proportionate to its full value 
delivered under such contract. 


Mr. SIMMONS. This amendment, as modi- 
fied, I think, must satisfy everybody. These peo- 
le have stopped work on this contract ever since 
feat June, and the amendment merely provides 


| for paying them for what they did before they 


received notice to stop the work they had done 
under the contract up to the time they received 
notice that no appropriation was made, and they 
should stop. They are under a subsisting con- 
tract to go on doing this work whenever the Gov- 
ernment calls on them; but for that portion of the 
work which they did before we failed to make 
an appropriation last June, they ask to be paid; 
and then they are subject to the order of the Gov- 
ernment. Private individuals should not lose this 
money that they have laid out in these marble 
columns under the orders of the Government and 
under the plans and specifications furnished them 
under their contract. They are willing to give 
up the job or resume it whenever the Government 
instructs them to do so. All they ask is pay for 
what they have done up to the time they were 
given notice to stop. 

Mr. CLARK. I move to strike out of the 
amendment the words * or in preparation.”’ 

Mr. PEARCE. Before the question is put on 
that amendment, I wish toask whether this amend- 
ment was not ruled out on Saturday last, as in 
violation of the rule? 

Mr. SIMMONS. We have reversed that ruling 
two or three times to-day, and I trust we shall not 
go back to it. 

Mr. PEARCE. I renew that objection. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We reversed the rule in 


one case, on which the chairman and several other 


| gentlemen did not vote. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. It is very manifest that 
amendments are coming in to-day, which were 
voted down on Saturday last in a full Senate; how 
itis brought about, | do not know. But I think 
there is a misapprehension on the part of the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island, in regard to the time when 
work wre aneped Apne entre haa. Why, 
sir, ] have been fighting this custom-house ever 
smee I have begn in the Senate; for six years. 
We have had the thing stopped; we stopped 
the appropriations, if | remember rightly, two 
years ago, on these extravagant custom-houses 
at Charleston and New Orleans. I have not the 
statutes before me; but I think it will be found 
that we then passed a provision requiring the 
proper officer to ascertain what it would take to 
complete these buildings, upon which $5,000,000 
had been expended. Here the parties go on un- 
der contracts, as they tell us, that are made. I 
nevercould understand, and never did understand, 
upon what principle it was that such contracts 
were made to an illimitable extent. We had bet- 
ter stop this thing; we had better have stopped it 
six years ago, and paid ail the damages for the 
violation of our contracts, than to have gone on 
here, year after year, appropriating by the million 
to build thes? magnificent palaces. “Now, sir, it 
is not only proposed here to pay for work that 
has been done, but for work in process of prepa- 
ration, I think it high time that we should stop 
these appropriations. 1 hope there is no arrange- 
ment by which these propositions, which were 
ruled out of order the other day, and which are 
clearly private claims, are to come in here to-da 
as in order, when they were voted down ina fall 
Senate. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I am not very much in the 
habit of making arrangements, and that statement 
does notaffect me much. The Senator says that 
this is work in course of preparation. Nobod 
doubts that this contract was made. I am as will- 
ing as any to stop this work, if it is thought 
proper; but are you going to deprive men of what 
they nave laid out under a contract? Here are 
fine columns, ornamental work, such as we have 
about this building, half done; and we ask that 
the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to ap- 
point proper officers to estimate what has been 
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done on them, and to pay for it; and if the work 


is to be completed, that amount would be deducted, || 
i 


and these men would have to go on and finish it. 
It is simply to pay them for what they have done. 
After making a law, and having a contract under 
it, and working ten or a dozen years, we all at 
once have a fit of economy, and conclude to stop 
it. Very well; I agree to that; stop it; but pay 
those men for what work they did before you 
concluded to stop it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is not this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Thatis precisely this amend- 
ment, It is to pay them for the work they have 
on hand at the time they received notice not to go 
any further; and they did not go any further., If 
a column is half finished, and it costs six or seven 
hundred dollars to carve it, are you going to pay 
nothing for it, because they have not finished it? 
They are ready togo on and finish it,and willgoon, 
and are Caer to do so, under the contract, when- 
ever you make an appropriation, It is under the 
control of Congress. If you do not want to ap- 


propriate money to continue the work, pay them || 


for what they have done. 
discharged their men. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. My friend from Rhode 


Island will see, if he reads the amendment, thatit 


They have already 


is not to pay for work done before they received | 
that notice; buta proposition to pay ‘* $75,000, or 


so much thereof as may be necessary for the pur- 


pose, out of any money in the Treasury not oth- | 


erwise appropriated’’—for what? ** For the pay- 
ment for marble furnished, or in preparation, for 


the new custom-house at Charleston, South Car- | 


olina.’’ When was it furnished ? Why and when 
was it in process of preparation? I take it, it has 
been furnished while Congress has refused year 
after year to make these appropriations. There 
has been a large amount of money appropriated 


at different times—more than enough twice over | 


since we stopped making extravagant appropria- 
tions for these works—to pay for all the work 





then done; and I do not believe the work will | 
ever be stopped, if you are to go on with these | 


preparations; this process of preparation will be 
continued. The amendment is not limited, as the 


Senator supposed, to work done before notice was | 


given. If he intends it that way, then the amend- 
ment should be changed to conform to that state 
of facts. Let us argue it, and present it to the Sen- 


ate as the fact is, pa to pay for work that is to | 


be continued on this marble palace. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Connecticut, 

Mr. PEARCE. Has the Chair decided the 
point of order which I raised ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair did 
not understand the Senator from Maryland to 
make a point of order, but to ask if the point of 
order was not raised hitherto. 

Mr. PEARCE, I stated that I renewed the 
point of order. [tisa private claim. Ifthe Chair 
will allow me, I will state that the parties cannot 
be entitled to the payment of their money now. 
The only law on the subject is the law for build- 
ing the custom-house at Charleston. The con- 
tract is, that they should deliver the marble at 
Charleston, and they were to be paid when it was 
delivered. They have not delivered it, not brought 
themselves within the contractand the law. = ltis 
a special claim, to be paid for that work which 
they have done in part, and which in part is un- 
finished. It seems to me, it is equivalent to a 
claim for damages on account of our not making 
appropriations to carry on the work. I think it is 
liable to the objection that we raised; and there- 
fore I renew the point of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to sa 
though it did not reach the ear of the 
the Senator from Maryland distinctly made the 
point of order, I rose to make it. e made the 
statement, and I supposed it was entertained. 

While on the floor, I will beg leave to say, in 
addition to the objection stated by the Senator 
from Maryland, that there is another. The law 
provided that no contract should be made in ad- 
vance of the appropriation, and the officers had 
no authority to contract faster than the appropri- 
ations were made; and secondly, payment could 
only be made when the marble was delivered. 
Both of these points, it seems to me, are fatal to 
the amendment. 


further, 
hair, that 





ent 


of order being made, the Chair will submit it to 
the Senate. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to say one word about 
| the merits of this amendment before the point of 
| order is made. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
suggest that on a point of order, under the rule, 
debate is not admissible. The question of order 
must be decided without debate. The question 
of order is made on the reception of this amend- 
ment; and the question is, ** Will the Senate re- 
ceive this amendment on the objection on the 
question oforder?”’ 

Mr. SIMMONS and Mr. DIXON called for 
the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

r. ANTHONY. I should like to inquire if 
the ruling has not just been reversed in a similar 
case? 7 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Several cases 
were decided one way on Saturday, and the other 
way to-day. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think the gentleman on 
the other side voted to reverse it ten minutes ago. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I desire to say one word, and 
I think it necessary to explain it so far as this: 
that the amendment does not come within this 
ruleatall. Senators say here that it is a contract 
made against the law; but that is notso. The 
contract was made in strict conformity with law. 

Mr. CLARK. Thatis not the point. 

Mr.SIMMONS. Thatis the whole point made, 
that here is a private claim. This work has been 
stopped. ‘The Senator from Ilinois is entirely 
mistaken on that point. If he wants to insert a 
a that no more of that work shall be done, 

ethim put itin. [think itis in. I know the 
work is actually stopped and the men discharged. 
The Senator from Maryland says this amendment 
is clearly subject to this rule, because the con- 
tract required them to deliver this marble in 
Charleston. The Government refused to take it 
in Charleston; they did not want it sent there. 
They stopped them last June, and would not let 
them send any more there; and they would not 
take what had been made, because there was no 
appropriation. Now, what are these men to do? 
‘They cannot get the marble to Charleston to per- 
form that contract; and unless an appropriation 
_ismade, you cannot pay them up to the time they 
stopped work. If you pay them up to that time, 
so far as the contract is concerned, they will wait 
further orders from the Government before they 
will commence again; and 1 want to have put in 
the amendment a clause that work shall not be 
| resumed until further order of the Government. 

I desire to have that modification of the amend- 
ment made, 

Mr. DIXON. I will accept that. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to add that this work 
is not to be resumed by these contractors without 
further orders from the Government. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be so modified, by the consent of the 
mover. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I think, then, theamendment 
clearly is not subject to objection at all. 

Mr. PEARCE. I oe like to ask the Sen- 
| ator from Rhode Island when it was this work was 
executed, so far as it is done? 








|| Mr. SIMMONS. Before last June; they re- 


| ceived notice then. 

Mr. PEARCE. I should like to know if it was 
| done between last June and the June before? 
Mr. SIMMONS. I do not know anything 

about it. I know that they received this notice 
last June. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I think we 
ought to know. If you will turn to the act of 
1859, you will find that act made no appropria- 
tion for continuing the custom-house at Charles- 
ton, but provided that any unexpended balance 

on hand should be applied only to finish the build- 

| ing. What the unexpended balance on hand was, 

I do not know; but it evidently intended that no 

further work should be done, except that which 

was necessary to complete the building. If they 
went on to do the work after that, they were work- 
| ing without regard to appropriations made by 


| Congress. 
Mr. CLARK. If the Senate will 


| I will now withdraw the amendment I offered to 
| strike out the words ‘‘ or in preparation.’’ If the 


| work is to be stopped, I have no objection to the 


ermit me, 
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lud- 


as well that which is in preparation, as that 


which has been finished. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to state for tho ; 

° in- 
formation of the Senate, especially those wh 
have not looked into this subject, that there}... 
been no appropriation made for this work Since 
1858. We had this contest then; and, in 1859. 
the Secretary of the Treasury was directed |, 
the law of that year ‘‘ to use the balance of unex 
pended appropriations heretofore made for ). 
Charleston and New Orleans custom-houses j, 
finishing the said buildings for use’”’—not to om 
on with them. He was to finish them with the 
appropriation which he had. Then, in 1860, th 
next year, we had this question up again, and 
this provision was enacted: 

“ For preserving the unfinished work upon the custom. 
house at Charleston, $5,000; and to pay for the marble al. 
ready delivered at the Charleston custom-house to be used 
in continuing the work on the building, $15,000,» 

This was all that was necessary when this lay 
was passed in 1860. 

** And the Secretary of the Treasury is directed to report 
to Congress, in his next annual report to Congress oy, th. 
finances, the amount of further appropriations that may 
be required to finish, respectively, this custom-house anq 
the one at New Orleans, and the time necessary to epy). 
plete the same, and whether any changes ean be made con. 
sistently with the purpose for which the building js jy 
tended, which will reduce the cost of completion ; and jy 
the mean time, no further materials shall be delivered fy; 
said custom-house.”’ 

We began as long ago as 1858. In 1859 we 
refused to appropriate a dollar, and directed that 
the cutipended alances then on hand should bp 
appropriated to finishing the building. This las: 
year we made an rs for all that was 
necessary to pay for all the marble that there was; 
and now these contractors have gone on again, 
and they come here this time asking for some 
seventy thousand dollars. Fifteen thousand do!- 
lars paid them for all the work they had done a 
year ago. We have never had, up to this time, 
that I have seen, any estimate to show what the 
expense of completing these buildings would be. 
I should like to inquire of the Senator from Rhode 
Island why he has got no estimate under that law 
to know what the expense would be? Congress 
has been striving to stop this thing for two or 
three years, and we have paid them for all the 
work done a year ago; and now they want $70,(00 
more. Next year they will want several hundred 
thousand dollars, if we go on in this proportion. 
Sir, I do not conceive how a contract could have 
been legally made to run on in thisway. [donot 
believe a public officer has any authority to bind 
this Government to an illimitable amount by con- 
tracts to run for a series of years in this way. 
Congress never intended to erect a building at 
Charleston to cost two or three million dollars. If 
an officer of the Government can bind the Gov- 
ernment to pay $2,000,000, he can bind it to pay 
200,000,000, in contracts running for years. 
When was this contract made? Perhaps ten years 
ago. Sir, it is time we stopped these appropr- 
ations. We did stop them two years ago, and 
now they are coming in and asking us to pay 
them for work done since. If there 1s a binding 
contract, and they are entitled to any damages, 
because we are unable to comply with it, I am 
willing to pay them; but F am unwilling to go ou 
with this appropriation for these expensive col- 
tracts, which the Government has been trying '0 
stop for the last three years. 

Mr. SIMMONS. r. President, it is a little 
singular that my friend wants to know all these 
things from me. I do not know anything more 
about it than he does. He has been voting here 
the last six years these appropriations. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I never voted a dollar of 
them. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Well, he was in the Senate, 
and why did he not stop it? These men had been 
engaged as usual on this work. There had beet 
no notice from the Treasury Department. We 
refused to appropriate last year, but what did we 
do? We appropriated $15,000, without any es 
mate, without knowing whether it would pay 
the work’or not, and told the Department to s'op 
the workat Charleston. The Senator from Mary- 
land says they have not delivered the work. }) 
your law, they could not deliver it. They stop) 
tlie work then, and this is simply to pay them for 
what they did before you gave them any notice. 
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1861. 
has been going on for ten years. Does anybody 
want to cut off contractors working under a writ- 
ten contract by order of this Government? We 
cut off the work last June, and I was willing to 


cut it off, and went with the Senator im that move- | 
.  . ~_ at {i 
ment; but this is work that was done before that 1% 


time, as | have told Senators as much as twenty 
cimes; and here is the law. The law said they 
should stop, and deliver no more marble at 
Charleston. He read it himself; and then he says 
these men have gone on and continued the work 
since. That does not happen to be so. The law 
was, that they should not deliver another piece of 
marble at Charleston, and they had the work 
done; and now they come here and ask pay for 
what they had done, and which you refused to 
allow them to deliver. That is the whole of the | 
amendment. Congress did not appropriate, and || 
then the Department stopped these men’s work, | 
and refused to take what they had done; and after 
having waited nine months, they come here and || 
ask you to appropriate and pay, after a survey 
has been made, for work which was done previ- 
ous to that stoppage; and I have put in theamend- 
ment a clause providing that the work shall not 
be resumed without an order directing it from 
this Government. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is: will the Senate receive this amendment on the 
question of order? 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 12, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Crittenden, Dixon, Durkee, 
Fitch, Foot, Foster, Powell, Simmons, Sumner, ‘l’en Eyck, 
and Wilson—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Bragg, Bright, Clark, Cling- 
man, Collamer, Doolittle, Fessenden, Green, Grimes, Hale, 
Harlan, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, 
Rice, Sebastian, Thomson, Trumbull, Wigfall, and Wil- 
kinson—24. 

So the Senate refused to receive the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. LANE. [am directed by the Committ 
on Public Lands to offer the following amend 
ment, as an additional section: 
ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the In- 








terior be directed to adjust and allow the actual expenses 
incurred by the registers of the land office at Oregon City, 
and Roseburg, Oregon, for clerical aid in said offices, pro- 
vided the same shall not exceed $6,000, to be paid out of | 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr.CLARK. [hope that amendment will not 
be adopted. I think it is a great deal better to 
know something about the claims these gentlemen 
make, before we approve them by Congress. One 
or two have been presented here, and have been 
examined, and a portion of the claim allowed. 
Now, I think we had better follow that rule. Let 
these gentlemen, if they have claims, presen‘ them?| 
under the law, and let the Senate and House of 
Representatives examine those claims; and if we 
find the whole due, pay it; and if we find a por- 
tion due, pay it; but let us know what it is that 
is demanded before we vote to pay. 

Mr. HALE. I rise to a question of order on 
that amendment. It is a private claim. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will submit that question to the Senate. The 
question is, ‘* Shall this amendment be received 





on the question of order?’’ 
~ ANE. I do not know that I can be 
1ear 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under the rule, | 
the Chair will suggest that questions of order are | 


not debatable. 
Mr. LANE. Then, I will simply say, this is | 
to carry outan existing law. These officers have 
acted under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior, and they have presented a claim here that 
has been approved and recommended; and if the 
Senate will allow me, I will state, asa reason, why 
this did not come up in a separate bill, that it was 
because of the amendment offered by the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. Brace] on Saturday. | 
If the Senator from New Hampshire will listen || 
to a statement of it, I am sure he will not object 
to this amendment. In Oregon the registers and 
receivers havea salary. They are prohibited from 
receiving any fee. It has been necessary to em- | 
ploy clerks. The two land officers there have | 
employed clerks, and paid them to aid in getting 
up and keeping up the work of the office. They | 
made out their accounts regularly as instructed 
by the Land Office here; sent them to Washing- | 
ton, and they have been examined and approved, | 
or rather presented with a recommendation that | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


an allowance be made according to the adjust- | 


ment; so that everything that is required by law 
has been done. 


that I believe ought to be, beforg a law should be 
nassed. The officers in Oregon have been required 
to perform extraordinary duty under the dona- 


tion law; and, as | remarked before, it has been | 


necessary for them to employ clerks. They have 
done that; and they have paid out of their own 


salary, or out of their own pockets, for services | 
rendered by such persons as were necessarily | 


employed to perform duty; and after making out 


the accounts, sending up the vouchers, and all | 


the abstracts complete, they have been sent to 
Congress with arecommendation that that amount 
be allowed. Now, none of the objections raised 
on Saturday by my friend from Minnesota [Mr. 


Wixkinson] would apply in this case, for he | 


spoke of offices where they have fees, and where 
they can charge for certain services and obtain 
money not allowed by law. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. LANE. Certainly. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Are there any lands sub- 
ject to preemption in Oregon? 

Mr. LANE. Some preémptiongare made; but 
there they have a regular salary, as I remarked, 
and the officers are directed and required, as they 
cannot have fees, to report to the office here the 
amount received; and charge themselves with it, 
or credit the Government with it. For instance, 
the dollar they receive for filing that notice does 
not go to the register there; it does not go to the 
receiver; but it goes to the Government. 

Mr. WILKINSON. The objection which I 
urged the other day against the amendment then 
offered was this: that land officers have been in 
the habit of employing clerks; and those clerks 
have at the same time been acting as attorneys 
between the preémptors and the land office for 
drawing up declaratory statements; that the land 
vilicers, In connection with these clerks, have made 
a large sum of money out of the preémptors, of 
which no account has been rendered by them at 
all. Therefore, I opposed the proposition offered 
by the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Brace} 
the other day, upon the ground that it was ask- 
ing pay for those men who had been acting in the 
double capacity of clerks for land officers, and as 
attorneys for the preémptors. 

Mr. LANE. Well, I will not say anything 
more, except to remark that I can very easily un- 
derstand the good reasons urged by the Senator 
from Minnesota against that amendment that fees 
could becharged. With us,no fee can be charged 
or collected or taken. Every dollar received for 
filing preémption notices is credited to the Gov- 
ernment. They have direction to employ clerks 
to get up certificates of settlement and of occupa- 
tion under the donation law; and I will remark, 
for the satisfaction of the Senate, that though Con- 
gress donated to actual settlers the land in Oregon 
in certain quantities, and upon certain conditions, 
yet sixty pef cent. of the lands there have been 
paid for by the occupants, rather than comply 
with the donation law; and the money has gone 
into the Treasury. The work in this case has 
been performed, the registers have paid the money, 
the accounts have been approved, and a recom- 
mendation has been made that an appropriation 
be made by Congress to reimburse those men. It 
is just; it is fora small amount; itis in all respects 
regular; and I hope the Senate will adopt it. 

r. CLARK. I merely wish to suggest that 
I think we had better have a vote on the question 
of order, and then afterwards, perhaps, have the 
debate; and so I will forbear to state anything I 
may have to say until that vote is taken on the 
point of order. 

Mr. PEARCE. I understood the Senator from 
Oregon to say this was a claim under an existing 
law. The only jaw under which it could be set 
up was the law of 1856, which has been repealed; 
so that there is no law on which the amendment 


can be founded; and therefore it is clearly out of | 


order. 


Mr. LANE. This claim arose under that law 
before it was repealed, and these registers 





Mr. COLLAMER, I rise to a question of | 


order. 


Mr. LANE. Let me say a word. 
Mr COLLAMER. You have agaid it 
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Everything has been accom- | 
plished that the Senator believes ought to be, and | 





Mr. LANE. No; I have not yet. 

Mr. COLLAMER. We have some rules of a 
good deal of importance, and the gentleman has 
been heard much at length about his case, The 
point raised here is about our entertaining such a 
claim; and the point I desire to make is,as to the 
propriety of discussion upon the mere question 
of order as to receiving the amendment. If under- 
stand this question is not debatable at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair so 
stated-—that it is a question to be decided without 
discussion. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I trust the Chair will en- 
force that rule, so that there shall be no debate, 
if it is out of order; and this debate is out of 
order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is clearly 
out of order. The question is, ‘* Will the Sen- 
ate receive the amendment on the question of 
order?”’ 

Mr. LANE. I should like to have the yeas and 
nays upon that question. 

‘he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GREEN, (when his name was called.) 
With the leave of the Senate, I wish to make an 
inquiry. Have these claims been audited and 
adjust-d and certified by the Interior Department 
according to the law of 1856? If they have, I 
shall vote yea. If they have not, I shall vote nay. 
Is there any evidence of that? 

Mr. LANE. The evidence is all in the hands 
of the committee. 

ThePRESIDINGOFFICER. Without unan- 
imous consent, discussion at the present time is 
out of order. 

Mr. HALE. Order! 

Mr. GREEN. I do not propose to discuss it. 
I only wish to make an inquiry. If that is so, I 
shall vote yea. 

Mr. LANE. Yesy sir; it is. 

Mr. GREEN. Then I vote in the affirmative. 

The result was then announced—yeas 11, nays 
24; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Bigler, Clingman, Dixon, Green, 
Hemphill, Lane, Latham, Powell, Thomson, and Wigfall— 

























NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 
Harlan, Morrill, Nicholson, Pearce, Rice, Sebastian, Sew- 
ard, Simmons, Sumner, ‘Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wilkinson, 
and Wilson—24. 


So the Senate refused to receive the amendment. 


Mr. BIGLER. I am instructed, by the Com- 
mittee on Claims, to offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to setile 
and adjust the accounts of the contractors for the erection 
of the marine hospital at New Orleans, Louisiaua, and to 
pay to the said contractors, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, the amount that may be 


found to be justiy due to them under, and in consequence 
of, the said contract. 


Mr. PEARCE. I did not hear the whole of 
that amendment read; but it strikes me, from the 
small portions I did hear, that it comes within the 
same category as the amendment for the Charles- 
ton custom-house, which was ruled out of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator make the question? 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
submit that question to the Senate; and it is to be 
decided without debate. 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope the Senator will allow 
me to make an explanation before he makes the 
point of order, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Senator 
makes an explanation, it must be by the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. CLARK. I think we had better have the 
point of order decided first, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is: **Will the Senate receive this amendment 
on the question of order?’’ 

Mr. GREEN. I will suggest that the Senator 
from Pennsylvania ought to be permitted to state 
the question of fact, but not make an argument. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is 
taken to any discussion; and it would be impos- 
sible for the Chair to distinguish between ques- 
tions of fact and of argument. 

Mr. BIGLER. Senators manifestly did not 
hear the amendment read; and I simply want to 
state what itis. It isa proposition to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to settle the—— 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be read. The Chair will feel called upon 
to enforce the rules with regard to debate; but the 
reading of the amendment is asked for, and it 
will be read. 

The Sccretary again read the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection is 
made to the reception of this amendment, under 
the 30th rule, and the question is: ** Will the 
Senate receive this amendment as a question of 
order?”’ 

Mr. BIGLER. Let us have the yeas and nays 
upon it. [(‘Oh,no.’’] Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the amendment? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania asked for the yeas and nays 
upon it, 


Mr. BIGLER. I withdrew the call. 


I am told 


it is similar to the case of the Charleston custom- || 


house, and there is no doubt about it. 
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The question being put, the Senate refused to | 


receive the amendment. 
Mr. GREEN. I desire to move an amendment. 


Will the Senator pause fora moment? The dis- 
turbance upon the floor of the Senate and in the 
gailery is so great, that it is entirely impossible to 


proceed with public business, and it will be sus- || 


pended until order is restored. Will Senators 
resume their seats and come to order, and will 
the Sergeant-at-Arms see that the gallery is kept 
quiet,and thatpersons who are noisy be removed? 
The Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. GREEN. I propose the following amend- 
ment, of which I gave notice a few days ago, and 
which | postponed in order that it might be 
printed, and to give Senators an opportunity to 
examine it. [tis to insert as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, To emable the Secretary of the 


Navy to carry out the conditional contract made by him 
with the Chiriqui Improvement Company and Ambrose W. 


‘Thompson, ov the 2)st day of May, 1859, for the purpose of 


eecuring tothe United States certain valuable privileges and 
rights specified in the said contract, the sum of $300,000 : 
Provided, ‘The said sum shall, as the President may elect, 
be paid in cash or in the bonds of the United States having 
iwenuty years to run and bearing six per centum interest, 
eee semi-annually. The said conditional contract is 


vereby approved, provided the following amended condi- | 


tions, explanatory thereof, shall be added thereto, namely: 
‘The said contract shall convey to the United States, for the 
use of the Navy Department, such coves or interior inland 
liuarbors, suitable for the shelter and repair of vessels of the 
Navy, as may be best adapted therefor, and which are se- 
cured by the grants and privileges “in full property and 
possession,” held by the said company and the said Thomp- 
son, and shall convey in fee or by renewable leases in pe- 
rieds of ninety-nine years, as shal! be determined by the 
President of the United States, all the land required for coal 
and other stations, not exceeding five thousand acres on 
either side, with the right to cut and use the timber thereon 
for naval purposes, and shall convey the perpetual right to 
use such quantities of coal from the mines of Chiriqui for 
uve Navy as may be required for the Gulf squadron, and a 
supply of coal for the Pacific squadron, after a railroad shall 
be constructed from the Atlantic to the Pacific, at or near 
the barbors of the Chiriqui lagoon and Golfito, and shall 
convey the right of transporting over the road all the prop- 
erties and things of the United States Government, and all 
persons in the employ or service thereof, free from tolls 
during the period of the grant, so far as such right is given 
under the said grant; but this right or the right to use the 
stations on the Auantic or Pacific shall not be understood 
to affect the sovereign right which New Granada or Costa 
Rica may have over the territory in which the grant of land 
nud privileges are located. ‘The said sum hereby appro 
priated shall be paid so soon as a contract shall be entered 
into, with guarantees of performance satisfactory to the 
President, for the delivery of supplies of coal in the quan- 
tities whieh may be estimated to be required per month at 
the station of the Chiriqui lagoon at one half the price per 
ton which eoal now costs the Government at Aspinwall— 
providing also for supplies of coal at Golfito at one half the 
price which coal now costs the Government at Panama: 
Provided further, That if, upon a reéxamination of the 
titles of the satd Chiriqui improvement Company and the 
said Ambrose W, Thompson, it shall be ascertained by the 
President of the United States that the grant of Jand in 
full property and possession " on the Atiantic,and the grant 
of land for colonization within certain limits—* the terri- 
tory therein conceded —oy ine Paeitic, which said grants 
meet at the summit of the Cordilleras, and extend from 
ocean to ocean, cinbracing the harbors of Admiral’s Bay 
and the Chiriqui Ingoon on the Atiantic, and Golfite and 
Golfe Dolee on the Pacific, and other grants represented in 
said title- papers, do not inelude and cover the right to im- 

ve or nuke a railroad over the said territory owned and 
veld by the said Thompson and the said company, he shall 
theu, in his diseretion, withhold from present payment, 
$100,000 of the sum hereby soprupristed. and cause the 
same to be transmitted in specie to 
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| 





| the amendment ? 


President of the United States and receive his approval 
before they shall become binding under this act. 


Mr. KING. Is that amendment in order? I 
object to it. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 

ator from New York make a question of order on 


Mr. KING. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will submit that question to the Senate. 

Mr. GREEN. I will state that this is recom- 
mended by the head of a Department, and comes 
strictly within the rule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
of order, under the rule, must bedecided without 
debate. 

Mr.GREEN. I understand that; but still, 1 
have a right to make a statement of fact, not an 
argument. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous 
consent of the Senate, the Senator may proceed. 

Mr. GREEN, It is recommended by the head 
of a Department, recommended by a committee, 


and was withdrawn before under the special un- 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) | 


derstanding that I should have the privilege of 
moving it to this bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 


ment which has been read is objected to on a 


Le — 


‘an José, in Costa Rica, | 


to be applied to fulfilling the conditions of the zallroad grant | 


or contract made under authority of the Congress of Costa 
Rica by the President of that Republic to and with Ambrose 
W. ‘Thompson : Provided further, That the conditional con- 
Uei, cs amended and explained in accordance herewith 





and it céneract for coal delivery, shall be submitted to the I 


question of order; and the question is: ‘* Will the 
Senate receive this amendment as in order ?”’ 

Mr. GREEN. This is no private claim. 

The question being taken; on a division, there 
were—ayes 23, noes 6; no quorum voting. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the question will 
be put again. There is a quorum present. I 
think Senators did not understand it. 

The question being again put, there were—ayes 
33, noes 5. 

So the amendment was received. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. GREEN. I shall make a very brief state- 
ment. [am aware of the many strong and pow- 
erful influences which have been brought to bear 
against this proposition, but I feel it my duty to 
state why | think it ought to be adopted. A con- 
ditional contract was entered into, I think last 
year, with this company and with Mr. Thomp- 
son, for the supply of coal on the Atlantic and 
the Pacific; on the Pacific when the railroad is 
completed, on the Atlantic forthwith; and also for 


| five thousand acres of land for a naval depot. 


When it came before Congress, there was a dif- 
ference between the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. The Senate approved it, and 
appropriated the money; the House of Represent- 
atives disagreed; but,on a compromise, they ap- 
propriated $25,000 to verify the truth of the state- 
ments made in regard to the value of the propert 

granted and sold. The commission was created, 
a vessel sent out, an examination had, and the 
report of that examination far exceeds any repre- 
sentation made by the contractors at the time. 
The harbors are decided to be the best in the world; 
and here | may be permitted to remark that there 
is no harbor from the Bay of Maracaibo up to the 
harbor of Mobile that ig worth a cent, except the 
Chiriqui lagoon. The harbor of Santa Marthais 
an open roadstead. The harbor of Carthagena 
was a good harbor once, but in the time of the 
revolution they sank vessels in the main entrance, 
and now, to get into the lake is so difficult, that 
vessels anchor out in the open roadstead there. 
The harbor at Aspinwall is an open roadstead; 
and the trade winds, blowing in from the south- 
east as they do, render anchorage unsafe, and 
vessels have to put to sea for their own safety. 
The harbor at San Juan has been choked up with 
sand, so that vessels drawing over twelve feet 
cannotenter the harbor. At Tehuantepec, on the 
Tehuantepec route, the entrance is so difficult that 
vessels starting from New Orleans, sometimes 
have to return to New Orleans without getting in. 
So it is around the whole Caribbean sea and the 
whole Gulf of Mexico, where we have any transit 
across. Hence the importance, the indispensable 
necessity, of having a safe harbor where our Navy 
can concentrate. England has safe harbors in 
the Barbadoes; she has safe harbors at St. John’s; 
she has safe harbors on Jamaica; she has also 
made harbors and had a rendezvous at the Island 


| of Ruatan, one of the Bay islands. While Eng- 


land is thus monopolizing every harborcommand- 
ing the Caribbean sea and the Gulf of Mexico, 
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we are doing nothing—lying still. Here we ha 
an opportunity to get the best naval station in the 
lace where we must need it, The 
report of the officers verifies every statement th : 
I make. It shows that here is depth of wat : 
security, protection, a land-locked harbor oe : 
thing that a naval officer could desire; and 7 
commodore who commanded the expedition made 
this remark: thatit struck him with astonishme ; 
that the Almighty could make as good a harbor. 
That is not all. The greatest thing connected 
with it for a naval station is the supply of coq) 
Coal now costs us, at Aspinwall, from ten ;, 
twelve dollars a ton. The condition of this a 
tract is, that it shall be supplied at one half t), 
cost there. 1 know it can be supplied at about 
one third the cost. The price of coal, going from 
the Atlantic side, and having to double the Cano 
of Good Hope, or to be transported across oyoy. 
land from Aspinwall and Panama, averages from 
twenty to twenty-eight dollarsaton. At Panama 
there is no port; it is open; vessels have to anchor 





| out from a mile to three miles, or from three tp 


five miles, as I am told by a Senator who has 
crossed there a number of times; and they have 
no-water station; they have to go off twelve miles 
to an island to get water. At this point you cay 
run the water into the hold of a véssel. It is the 


healthiest spot from Mexico as far down as Ma. 


racaibo, which is in Venezuela. 

We must have atransit; we must havea means 
of communication with our Pacific possessioys. 
This affords the best opportunity. The Panam 
railroad, seeing the great advantages of this, hay: 
interposed every obstacle, and spent hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to manufacture a false gey- 
timent in regard to it. It is time for Congress ty 
say whether a monopolizing company shall dic- 
tate to the two Houses, or whether we will act oy 
our own responsibility, and our own judgment. 
The Panama Railroad Company has not capacity 
to do all the business which now exists; and with 
our increasing trade with the isles of the Pacific, 
with Japan, with China, it is utterly impossible 
that it can be done, unless we open new routes. 
We propose to open a route overland; but thatis 
mainly for the accommodation of the inland com- 
merce. From New York to San Francisco, 
freights cannot be carried overland, but they must 
be carried by sea; they must have a transit over 


| some appropriate place. We can, from the Mis- 
| sissipp! valley, carry on a seed commerce with 


San Francisco; but from New York to San Frau- 
cisco nothing but light articles can ever be carried 
overland. 

Now, take the coal. In the item of coal you 
will save agreat deal, as I have an estimate, made 
from official data to show. The Gulf squadron 
required, last year, ten thousand three hundred 
and fifty tons of coal. Its average cost for ten 
years, at Key West, which is nearer than Aspin- 
wall, has been, including landing and hauling, 
fourteen dollars a ton, [ stated that it cost twelve 
dollars a ton; but here is the average for fourteen 
years, and it cost fourteen dollars a ton; makwg 
a saving of $144,900 a year on this side for the 
Gulf squadron. By the Chiriqui contract, as pro- 
posed, not one particle of which is to be paid 
unless sufficient guarantees are given, to the sal- 
isfaction of the President of the United States, 
there will be an annual saving of $72,450, at hat 
price. On the Pacific side, at Panama, the aver- 
age cost, including landing, hauling, &., has 
been twenty dollars a ton. it has been sometimes 
as high as sixty dollars, and I think this average 
is put too low; but it having been taken from ofli- 
cial data, | am disposed to abide by it. The 
quantity required there was ten thousand six huo- 
dred and fifty tons. That, at twenty dollars per 
ton, amounted to $213,000 every year. If the 
coal were supplied at one half, the Government 
wouldsaveeach year $106,500, which being added 
to the saving to the Gulf squadron at Aspinwall, 
or at Chiriqui lagoon, will be $178,950 saved 
every year. NM 

This isnotall. A supply ship isnow necessav'ly 
kept both at Aspinwall and at Panama. _— 
supply ships cost $210,000a year, We havenoce 
depot; we must, therefore, have a supply ship- 

e can dispense with that supply ship, under 
this contract, and save ,000 a year more, 
which will make $378,950 saved every year, mere: 
ly on the price of coal and the supply 0 the Navy. 
I could go on to-enumerate other advantages. 
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Here are five thousand acres of land, studded with || have read them all, from 1595 down, from Guz- || ator’s sympathies are very strong. He makes 


he finest ship-building timber in the world, to refit |) man, the first one that ever crossed the [sthmus, |} an argument to urge that this Government shall 
the 











a 
wees 7 


. 
re *,: , 
ze ~ 
Ose tie 





ad 


iP ene 

vessels when sudden squalls and storms, || proves that the Isthmus of Panama is confined to || take the only route that is practicable for the con- u i 
Yyhich spring up so frequently in the Caribbean || the curve of the bay, and this is two hundred || trol of commerce, or for the facilitation of com- SSE e 

é oe 2 off your masts, and render it necessary || miles from it; but the second reason why it does || merce, besides that now used. I do not know he 
sea, » i@ } > » i 7 > bwee 
to have some harbor of refuge and some means || not apply here is, that this is nota road from sea || that I care to have this Government take posses- ips 4 


of repair. Here, you can go in and get all the 
timber you want, of the finest quality, as certified 
to by this same examining commission. 

Nor is that all. There is a supply of fresh wa- | 
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to sea; it is only thirty miles in the Territory of 
New Granada, and the rest is in Costa Rica; and 
Costa Rica has, by contract, agreed to the making 
of the road. 


sion of it. I am not certain that it is best that 
this Government should touch it. Perhaps other 
governments might be allowed an opportunity to 
come in, and in the rivalry that would exist there, 
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ter: there is a healthy climate; a supply of.coal, || Another —— has been raised—and I want || and that ought, properly. perhaps, to exist, for i. 
one year saving more than the whole cost of this || to meet all these questions, and if I am wrong on the promotion of the interests of commerce, it a 
contrect. Why should we throw itaway? Why a single one of them, | want to give the whole || might be to our advantage. Bo wae 
shouid we miss the opportunity to avail ourselves history. It is said that New Granada stipulated The Senator, as it strikes me, presents it sim- sf 

of this great transit route, and this important key || in the contract that this grant should never be || ply as a matter that is due to New England and ah aaa 
to the Gulf and the Caribbean sea? Who is to || conveyed to a foreign Government. That ques- || the northern States. This is the more peculiar, mie 
have the advantage of the command of the Gulf || tion has been fully examined and fully answered. || when I know that he himself represents a State aan 


and of the Caribbean sea? We want it for the 





a clause which said that within the Isthmus of 
Panama there should never be another railroad 
authorized * from sea to sea.’? The Isthmus of | 
Panama extends only to the bay of Panama, and | 
the curve which it forms. This being two hun- 
dred miles beyond it, being the Chiriqui Isthmus, 
not the Panama Isthmus, it is not included in nor 
rrohibited by the clause in the Panama grant. 
ut a step ae that: the Panama grant is that 
no one else shall make a railroad ‘‘ from sea to 
sea.”’ This does not go from sea to sea within 
the territory of NewGranada. The northeastern 
terminus at the Chiriqui lagoon is supposed to be 
in Panama; but Goltito, which is the Kittle gulf 
formed out of the Golfo Dolce, is in Costa Rica. 
The proprietorship from sea to sea, a part in New 
Granada, and the other part in Costa Rica, be- 
longs to these penpeeers) and hence, as mere 
proprietors, without asking any grant, they can 
make it. But, besides ail that, Costa Rica has, 
by solemn treaty and contract, agreed and per- 
mitted them to make this road; and hence that 
portion of it, which is only about thirty miles, 
that runs through the territory of New Granada, | 
does not conflict with the treaty in two senses; 
first, the'treaty of New Granada and the contract 
with the Panama company confine it to the Isth- 
mus of Panama; this is a different isthmus; but 
even if I were wrong in that, though every geog- 
rapher, every gazetteer, every historian, and | | 




















| The sovereignty cannot be conveyed; the propri- 


those living on the border here must have a transit 
over one of these isthmuses; either the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec, or San Juan, or Chirigui, or Pana- 
ma, or the Atrato. There is no other possible 
way to get over. The Atrato canal is considered 
by some as exceedingly doubtful. The Panama 
railroad is a fixed reality. The Chiriqui route is 
known by actual survey made by your own offi- 
cers to be the best of all; owing to its advanta- 
geous harbors, its health, and the facility with 
which you can be supplied with coal and ship- 
building timber. You cannot make use of the 
San Juan route; you cannot make even slack water 
navigation without at least thirty locks; you can- 
not make a harbor at San Juan. So when you 
come to the Tehuantepec route, insuperable diffi- 
culties are there all the way. 

Shall we, then, give up these commercial pros- 
pects, and this, independent of ali these actual 
material benefits springing out of the supply of 
coal, ship timber, and commercial privileges, as 
well as a naval depot? Shall we give them up 
when we save more in one year than the whole 
contract costs? | leave the question to the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr. President, 
I have listened to the argument of the Senator 
from Missouri, and [ have considered the ques- 
tion how | should cast my vote until I have been 
not a little embarrassed. [| know that the Sen- 











that considers itself, as far as transit across the 


| demerits of his argument. 





This is a strange state of things, in regard to 
the whole of this Chiriqui contract that is pre- 
sented here, and which. I believe, has been uni- 
formly voted down by the northern section of the 
country. I am under the impression that the 
South ought now to cease to press this, and leave 
it to what may become their own ultimate fate, 


| and leave it separate and apart; for they may be 
| separated from the rest of the country, and there 


should be left an opening for them when they be- 
come a separate Government. Iam not sausfied 
how I ought to vote. The Senator speaks of in- 
terests in this matter that are certainly of the high- 
est importance. I know also that it may be that 
he is deluded in regard to the whole of it, and that 
there may be a cost about it which it is not just 
for us to encounter, but possibly may be right. 
Perhaps it may be that at a future day, and that 
not very far distant, | may be among tifage who 
would prefer that it had not been taken up by the 
other side. I am rather inclined to think that the 
Chiriqui amendment had better be laid over to a 
future Congress, when we can know what are our 
just relations—I ought to say, our true relations; 
for, as to an Ib do not believe that is to enter 
into the elements at alb that will settle them. | 
cannot tell what I ought to do on this matter, and 
I know I look at it with an earnest wish to vote 
as L ought to vote. I do vot want to open any 


United States. Our proximity, our interests, and | — may be. ‘The ownership may be con- || continent is concerned, the peculiar State to which iM 
3 our necessities demand it of us; and there is no || veyed, but the sovereignty cannot be; and the Uni- || belongs all the transit that shall be made. 1 think et 
jy other port to be compared to it anywhere in that || ted States, if you accept this contract, will have no || his course is one of the most unselfish | have ever i 
ig vicinity. || Sovereignty there, but will have ownership, own- || seen. 1t is unselfish to the extent of the sacrifice : 
+ Mr. DOOLITTLE. I ask the Senator if it is | ership by the consent of the Government there, || of his own patriotism, I am afraid, because it is 
: any more important than the port of New Or- || proprietorship under the contract which does not || m impression that, after a few years more, he + 
Ad leans? | conflict with any law of that Republic; just such || willnot be found to belong to this Republic which 
z Mr. GREEN. I will answer: it is. The port || proprietorship and ownershipas you have at Spez- || he claims shall, by the vote that is to be given to- 
a of New Orleans is inland, and vessels cannot get || zia and other parts of the world, where you have || day, achieve and secure to itself all the routes of ’ 
4 up unless they are towed up. When a squall | naval stations and coal depots. : | commerce across the continent. 4 ‘ 
a strikes a steamer, or strikes a merchant vessel and | This transit route will be an aid, an advantage I do not know how to vote. With all the ad- ae 
Ee dismantles her, she cannot get to New Orleans to || even to the Panama Railroad Company, notwith- || vantages he has presented, it must be palpable ot 
* be repaired until she istowed up; but in this har- |/ standing all the prejudices which they have, as || that, if these States should all continue together eae 
E bor, they can run in with jury-masts, without any || they conceive their interests to be attacked, as | as one country, itis our duty to secure for this | 
difficulty whatever. There is no harbor at New |; they supposed their exorbitant charges will be di- || Government, as against all other Governments, ee 
Orleans at all; it is on the river, many miles in- |! minished by the competition. They are mistaken. || one of these routes, particularly when there are 
terior; and hence, this is much more important. |) It will superinduce such an increase of commerce || but two of any great consequence; and especially 
Again: a question has been raised here that the || from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the || when by securing this and putting it in operation ) 
supreme court of New Granada has annulled the || Pacific to the Atlantic, as will more than reim- || for the interests of commerce, there may be a “4 
grant. I want to explain this to the satisfaction | burse both of them. Now, take the advant- || rivalry between the two, so that there will not be 
r of the Senate. The supreme court of New Gra- || ages arising from your coal saving $378,000 every || heavy burdens placed upon commerce. [| do not eh 
: nada has done no such thing. I will tell you what |! year; take the advantages of having your naval || know how to vote. I am in doubt, for I feel my- oe 
the supreme court of New Granada did of its |! station where your vessels can be protected with- || self to be somewhat in a state of transition. It 
own motion, not in pursuance of the constitution |} out coming home a thousand miles for repairs ; |} may be that I belong here, or it may be that I do 
of 1853, which | have studied thoroughly. The || take into consideration the advantages of having || not. I do not know where I belong. (Laughter.] 
; constitution of 1853 says that whenever any law || good fresh water in a er climate supplied || Who is there here that does know? While i am 
. of Congress or of any of the provinces—for these || whenever desired; take the advantage of having || connected with this Government I am disposed to 
grants all emanated from the provinces—shall be || timber for repairs; and then take the other advant- || discharge, honorably and faithfully, every obliga- 
alleged to be unconstitutional by the attorne ages arising out of the transit; and above all and || tion. While I am disposed to do so, I do not i 
general, and the case shall be submitted to the |) beyond all, the relations which we sustain to our || know that I shall travel beyond that just line ; 
court, the court shall pass judgment, whether it be || Pacific coast, and the necessity of having a mode || which might allow me to act liberally to all the , 
unconstitutional or not. No such thing took place || of communication whereby heavy freights can be || rest of the world; and I may be soon found within ; 
in this case; but the Panama Railroad Company || carried. We have yoopeaane before us now to || the limits of those who are ranked among the res- 
; alleged, not that it was unconstitutional, but that || carry the mails from the Atlantic to the Pacific; || idue of the world. , 7 
& it conflicted with their grant, and thus they as- || and you will observe that in every one of them it The argument of the Senator from Missouri is 
; sumed jurisdiction ; and Jockindicwhes? That the |} is proposed that the heavy mail matter is to go by || mostexcellent. It is not only most excellent, but 
Es grant was null and void? No. That we had not || sea. Now, if your heavy mail matter is to go by || it is most unselfish. It is more so, since Missouri Sh 
E the right to this coal? No. Thatthis company || sea, your heavy commerce must go by sea. Your || would receive all the benefits of a direct transit if j 
4 had not the right to these lands? No. What, || light freights, and your passengers, and your light || an extraordinary state of burdens should be im- 
m1 then, did they decide? Do not forget the point || mails, may go inland; your heavy freights must || posed on the transit across the Isthmus, driving, *\ 
Be they did decide. When they decided it, it was || go by sea; and to the commercial and ship-build- || necessarily, everything through the limits of Mis- f 
; coram non judice, without any authority; but as- || ing interests it is of incalculable importance. I || souri. Then, I do not know but what the Sena- * 
i suming it to be a valid decision, it simply said, || suppose, therefore, it interests every one living || tor has made one of the best speeches | ever heard 
Fe you have no right to make a railroad. Now, | will || along the coast, who cannot enjoy the benefits of || directly against his own people. I know that, in 
¢ explain that point. When authority was given || overland transitlike St. Louiscan. Wecanenjoy || doing so, it has never occurred to him that self- 
: to make a road under the Panama grant, there was || that; we are nearly half way to the Pacific; but || ishness should constitute a part of the merits or 
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new subject of discussion in regard to this matter, 
for really I should like to see a vote taken at this 
hour—past four o’clock—so that we may go to 
something else that we ought to do, or do some- 
thing better, adjourn, when we are so near the 





|| qui Legislature be annulled for two reasons: first, 
| they say it conflicts with the Panama railroad | 


end of all the business that this Congress will con- | 


senttodo. With the suggestion simply of doubts 
as to what I ought to do on this question, I leave 
the subject to the reflections of others, and trust 
we may have a vote; or if we cannot have that, 


that we may have an adjournment, and that very || 


speedily. 


Mr. PEARCE. This subject has been matter | 
of so much contention between the two Houses | 


that i regret very much its introduction now. | 
have voted against the proposition whenever it 


has been up, and | was concerned in the commit- | 


tee of conference before which it was pending for 


some cee the result of which was that we had | 


to abandon it. Now it is renewed, and I feel 
compelled to ay what | was very reluctanttosay, 
and what Il di 
conference was up. 

That the ports are remarkably fine ports, there 


ean be no doubt. ‘The Chiriqui lagoon is an ex- | 


tensive sheet of water, and there are several fine 
harbors in it. ‘The harbor of Golfito is also a fine 
harbor. There is coal on the margin of the Chiri- 
qui lagoon, as it is called, but I am not satisfied 
of two things: first, of the title of the parties who 


undertake to sell us this property and these routes; | 


and secondly, | am not satisfied, though there be 


coal there, that itexists in such quantity and under | 


such circumstances as to be availably mined. I 
read the report of Lieutenant Morton, and all the 
papers to which the Senator from Missouri has 
referred. 1 found a statement that there was coal 


at various places, most frequently cropping out | 


on the edge of a stream; on one occasion they 
spoke of coal several feet in thickness at Chan- 
guinola river. But I discover from the papers, 
as far as they disclose the facts at Jeast, that these 
mines never had been worked. It was certified 
on one occasion it was necessary, to obtain the 
title, it seems, that a shaft should be opened of a 
given size, and there was proof thata pick orshaft 
was sunk a vara or two in breadth and six or seven 
indepth, and that there was coal there; but whether 
the coal can be mined there advantageously or not, 
does not appear from any of the papers which | 
have seen, and | have seen them all. 

It seemed to me a little remarkable, if these par- 
ties had owned these lands for six or seven years, 
with coal mines on them, thatthey had not worked 
them; that they had not developed their capacity, 
at all events; and even singular that they had not, 
with all these advantages of a fine harbor and 
abundant coal, as they represent, been selling coal 
at this time. I think it was in 1854that this title 
was acquired, according to their showing; yet, 
from that day to this, | do not hear of a single 
cargo or a single ton of coal ae been raised 
from these rich coal mines. Samples of coal, it 
is true, have been brought here, and I believe they 
are good; but I observe that, when the Secretary 
of the Navy called upon the engmeers who were 
in the expedition of last year to tell him the qual- 
ity of this coal for steam purposes, they had so 
little of it that they did not try it. One engineer 
sie a somewhat favorable opinion, but of a very 

oose and vague sort. ‘The others said, frankly, 

that there was so little of it in their possession, 
that they did not try it to know whether it would 
make steam or not. I think this throws suspicion 
on the valuableness of these mines. If they had 
been as they are represented to be, it was the 
most extraordinary oversight on the part of en- 
terprising men not to have invested a little more 
money in the working of the mines, developed 
and displayed beyond all doubt their capacity to 
supply coal for the Navy, and for the mercantile 
marine of the world. 

Now about the title. These 
sortszffrst, the provincial isiature of Chiri- 

ui made a grant to Ambrose W. Thompson of 
the right to make a roadway from the Chiriqui 
Jagoon to the city of David. Dependent upon 
that, and in consi tion of his making that road, 
they made him grants of large tracts of land. I 
take it, that if he does not make the road, and if 
the grant of the right to make the road is null, the 
grant of lands falls with it; for it was in consider- 
ation of his undertaking to make the roed, that 
the lands were granted. I got from the State De- 


nts are of two 
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not say when the committee of || 


| other side, and I suppose it to be true, that the 
| coal mines are not included in this grant of the 





| opinion of the court, in which they glance, too, at 
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partment a copy of the opinion of the supreme 


and their decision is, that this grant of the Chiri- 


grant; and second, (and that is equally effica- 
cious,) they -~ that it is in violation of their con- 
stitution, which did not allow a provincial Legis- 
lature to make any such grant. Chiriqui was a | 
province of what is now the State of Panama, one | 
of the States of the New Granadian Confedera- | 
tion; and they extract from their constitution an | 
article which shows that the right of raaking 
grants of that sort belongs solely to the General 
Government of the Confederation. That is the 


the alleged fact that Mr. Thompson is said to have 
sold his grant to a foreign Government, the Gov- | 
ernment of the United States. In the eighteenth 
section of the grant of the Chiriqui Legislature, 
there is a provision that, though he may sell his 
rights to individuals or companies, he may not 
sell to a foreign Government, and that is noticed | 
by the court in their opinion; they expressing a | 
belief that the attempted sale of the lands toa for- | 





| eign Government is a violation of the eighteenth | 


article. I believe, however, it is alleged on the 


Chiriqui Legislature. 

Mr. GREEN. They are denouncements. 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes; they are denouncements 
of the mines. And now, in regard to the rail- 
roads. I have read the report of Lieutenant Mor- 
ton. That exhibits that, on the Pacific side of 
the mountains, which intervene between the Ca- 
ribbean sea and the Pacific, there is a savanna 
sloping gently to the Pacific, favorable to a rail- 
road ; bur even his report exhibits the fact of the 
existence of a considerable range of mountains 
intermediate between the two seas; and he spends 
several pages to demonstrate the possibility of 
making a railway, with very sharp ascents and 
remarkably short turns around the sharp spurs of 
the mountains, with a radiusof only three hundred 
feet. I believe he does not put any grade at more 
than three hundred feet, or thereabouts. There is 
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‘| court of New Granada, delivered May 29, 1860, | 
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right, and some as the representative of the 
7 Improvement Company, Now,lamt 
I do not know what the fact is; | have gop 


Chi- 
old— 


10 , . nN the 
opinion of an able lawyer in Bogota on this Sub. 


| 
| | 
ject—that if there ever was any title to th 
mines in Mr. Morel, or in the party who ae 
nounced the mines to the Government origin lly 
that has since failed and become null and Paid na 
| non-user. The law of that country requires the 
| the mine shall be actually worked within six oy 
| tweive months—I am not certain which best 
think it is the former—and that if not so work d 
the granting of the mine falls, and becor =“ 


nes nul} 
These statements may not be facts, It may be 
that I have been misinformed. | know they have 


not been communicated to me by any volunteers 
The only volunteers who have approached a 
on the subject—and they have been pretty numo;. 
ous—have been those interested in this grant, seck. 
ing to change my opinion on the subject, | jaye 
conversed with one gentleman whom I gouge); 
out, and of whom If asked information, and an. 
other, whom I accidentally met, not a resident of 
Washington, not concerned in the maticr at lj 
but an engineer, who happened, knowing.M, 
Wilson, to tell me what I have stated, as o} taine, 
from him. So that, whatever may be the cage jp 
regard to others, | certainly have not been ope. 
rated on by any influence of anybody that I know 
of connected with the Panama Railroad (Co). 
— I have talked with but two persons wh» 

ave given me this information; Ps of it | 
have got out of the papers, which I have read 
very carefully. 

I think, in this state of things, when you have 
the decision of the supreme court of New Granada 
adverse to the validity of the grant fora railroad, 
and all the lands dependent on it; when you haye 
the fact that the coal mines have not been worked 
during the six or seven years that the parties have 
claimed title to them; and when you have, through 
the opinions of legal men, a doubt thrown on the 
title to these coal mines, because they have not 
been worked, I think it is the part of prudence iy 
this Government not to enter into a contract o! 
this sort. There cannot be a necessity for it. If 
there exists the abundance of coal at Chiriqui 








a good deal of mathematical figuring to show how 
much an engine of a certain power might draw 
up these ascents, and how they would get along 
around these sharp spurs. I confess I should not 
like to trust my neck in any sort of rapid motion 
on a railroad around those sharp spurs on a short 
radius of only three hundred feet. But I have 
heard from another source, an engineer who was 
one of the party, and between whom and Lieu- 
tenant Morton a difficulty has grown up, that 
there are from eleven to fifteen miles in which 
there would be a grade of five hundred feet to the 
mile necessary. I know it is said that we must 
not give credit to Mr. Wilson’s statement, be- 
cause he quarreled with the chief engineer and 
was discharged from the service. I have heard 
a very excellent character of him. A friend of 
mine, who saw the profiles of the road which Mr. 
Wilson had made, an engineer, told me the grades 
were about five hundred feet to the mile from 
eleven to fifteen miles of the way. I do not be- 
lieve that sort of railroad ever will be made; and 
if it ever should be made, I do not believe it 
would be able to transport commodities over its 
track any cheaper than is now done by the Pan- 
ama railroad. The charges of that road are very 
high, I admit, and I think most people consider 
them extortionate; but what may be extortion in 
them, would not be extortion in a railroad made 
over this route, with from eleven to fifteen miles 
of mountain spurs, requiring a grade of five hun- 
dred feet to the mile, and with radiuses of three 
hundred feet in very many cases. But, as I have 
said before, all this, by the decree of May 29, 1860, 
has been declared null by the supreme court of 
New Granada, which oxhibies in its opinion a 
clause of the constitution giving it the right to 
decide this question. The case came up before 
them, and upon the relation of one of their judicial 
or law officers, { do not remember now which. 

Mr.GREEN. The Attorney General. 

Mr. PEARCE. Well, then, sir, in regard to 
the title to the coal mines, I believe are ob- 
tained by an assignmentof grants made to Alfonso 
Morel, and by Morel assigned to Mr. Thompson, 
or the Chiriqui company, | forget which. Mr. 
Thompson, perhaps, has some title in his own 


which is alleged, and it is accessible, as they say 
it is, the parties can make as much money for 
themselves as they desire, by working the mines 
and selling the coal there on the spot. It wil! 
readily be bought up, not by our own Navy alone, 
but by the navies, military and mercantile, of 
other nations. At all events, it seems to me itis 
better for us to wait until the whole thing can be 
cleared up, and there be no manner of doubt 
about the title and about the excellence of these 
coal mines. 

I will add further—I do not mean to throw the 
least censure on the Secretary of the Navy—that 
I regret very much to see the beginning of a prac- 
tice achielct think is reprehensible—of officers of 
the Department, without the consent of Congress 
and without their knowledge, making large cou- 
ditional contracts. I do not think an executive 
officer ought to make any such contract, unless 
he has some authority from Congress to make 1. 
It puts some kind of force on Congress. It puts 
his friends, political and personal, on the defense. 
It give a bias towards the plan which he has 10- 
dorsed by a provisional contract. | intend to put 
the mark of my condemnation of any such con- 
tract that I get hold of. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to ask a question 
I desire to inquire whether there is any proviso! 
anywhere about this contract and this arrang’ 
ment by which, when the United States make the 
purchase, we obtain any jurisdiction over itat all. 

Mr.GREEN. Nota particle, except asa mete 
proprietor. ot 

r. COLLAMER. That is material with m°, 
because I think that in our own country we would 
not tolerate the idea of a foreign Government like 
Great Britain purchasing farms on our own cost 


and taking possession of them. ce 
Mr. GREEN. I gave way for an inquiry, 0° 
an ment. Now, Mr. President, the Senator 


from Maryland entirely misapprehends this = 
question. First about the road grant. When the 
constitution of 1853 was adopted—and that !s the 
one under which this pretended decision _ 
made—there was this qualification, that it shou 

not prohibit any of the provinces from improv!2s 
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existing roads. This was then a mule road. The H one suggestion, if it meets the general concurrence 
matt ract was made to make a wheel-road, but nat || of the Senate; otherwise I shall not press it. It 








e } 
a railread; and the question that went before the 


<ypreme court was not on the validity of the grant 
of land dependent on the improvement of that 


road, for that was a reserved right anterior to the 


constitution of 1853, but itwas whether they could 
make a railroad; and the coure said not: first, be- 
cause the right, the privilege, to make a railroad 
was reserved in the national Government; and, 
second, because they had granted that exclusive 
rieht to the Panama railroad company. But, as 
I before remarked, the validity of the — of 
land, dependent on the improvement of the road, 
is a fixed fact, under the grant made by the prov- 
ince which was cut off from Veraguas—Veraguas, 
Chiriqui, and Panama, no'v forming the State of 
Panama. The State of Chiriqui made this grant 
to improve that road previously existing, before 
the adoption of the constitution of 1853. That 


question has never been decided against the grant; || 


|| before the other House to-morrow. 


and, again, the terms of that grant were, that as | 


soon as he opened the road, and made satisfac- 


tory proof to the alcalde or prefect, they should | 
certify the fact, and the grant should be complete. | 


He did improve the road; and spent, I suppose, 
$160,000 in the purchase of the grant and in the 
improvement of the road, according to the inform- 


ation I have received. Proof was made before | 


the alcalde, and the certificates regularly granted. 
When they came here, and the question of valid- 
ity of tile was examined by the Saou General 
of the United States, the then minister of New 
Granada, Genera! Herran, examined the papers. 
He had the New Granadian laws before him, every 
one of them, including the constitution; and he 


certified, under the seal of his Government, that | 


the grants are valid. It ends the question. This 
is a doubt that is sought to be thrown in here, to 
be insinuated in the ears of men who have not 
an understanding of the question, by interested 
outsiders. 


When you come to the subject of the mineral || 


lands, the Senator says they are forfeited because 
they have not been weiond for six years. He 
does not know the law. When you discover min- 
eral lands in New Granada, you give information; 
that is, you denounce, you go before the alcalde 
or prefect. Then you must within six months 
sink your shaft, and prove to him that you have 
done so. When you have done that, your title is 
complete; but you have still to do this: you have 
to pay ten centsatonon your coal. Thatisa 
reserved right to the Government. That is the 
law. When you have once sunk your shaft and 
made proof, your title is complete. ‘The first is 
the discovery; then the denouncement—to go be- 
fore the officer to declare the fact. Then you 
have six months to go and sink your shaft. Then 
you have to come and make proof of the fact, and 
your title is complete, and you may sleep on it 
for forty years; and the Senator from Maryland 
did not know the law. 

The grant of lands, or the line of the road, is 
declared perfect, and certified to by the minister, 
certified to by the judicial officers before whom 
the act had been made. The grant of lands de- 
ones on the denouncement of the mines is 
ikewise certified in like manner; and the Induto 
lands—as they are called—granted by the King 
of Spain long before the Revolution, are certified 
toalso. Every single title is certified to be per- 
fect, and the supreme court never touched the 

uestion of the validity of the title to the lands or 
the mines. The Senator is entirely mistaken. 
They did decide that Chiriqui could not grant the 
right to make a railroad. 1 answered that; and 
proved this: first, that this is outside of the Pan- 
ama company ;and second, that the Panama grant 
was, that they should not grant the right to make 
a road ‘‘ from sea to sea.”’ And this is not sought 
to be done. It is only thirty miles of it in New 
Granada, and the rest is in Costa Rica; and there 
is a special contract with that Government, print- 
ed, on your table. It is no road from sea to sea; 
it Is an interior road of thirty miles. They can- 
not prohibit me, if I make a railroad thirty miles 
under a valid grant, from running through Costa 
Rica \ to Golfito, the little gulf carved out of 
Golfo Dolce. Hence it does not meet the case at 
all. The decision of the court is not worth one 
Straw as affecting the validity of this grant, or the 
rights and privileges of the parties under it. 

1 will not detain the Senate, but I wish to make 





is out of order unless they all concur. It is this, 
that as soon as we pass this bill, we agree to meet 
here at seven o’clock this evening, and take up 
territorial business. I am very anxious to press 
through territorial matters, so that they may be 
The chair- 
| man of the committee of the other House is very 
anxious about it, and I will take itasa great favor 
if the Senate will accommodate me in this. I will 
not delay this question. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Pass this bill first. 
Mr. GREEN. Oh, yes. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to say one word 
in explanation of the vote I shall give. 
| Mr. CLARK. Will the Senator from Maine 
allow me offer an amendment? I move this pro- 
viso to the bill, to insert at the end of theamend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri: 
ind provided further, That the assent of the New Grana- 


dian Government shall first be bad and obtained to this | 


contract and undertaking, before any money shall be paid. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I simply wish to say a 
word in explanation of the vote | propose to give. 
I have been an advocate of this matter from the 
commencement. I supposed itto be very useful, 
and an opportunity that ought not to be lost. I 
voted for it at the last session, and I have voted 
for it azain at this session, though I confess that, 
in the shape in which it passed originally here, | 
should not vote for it again under any circum- 


of the country were well guarded in that amend- 
ment, I have since come to the conclusion that 
they were not; and that if it were presented in 
that shape, I should vote against it. I remain 
of the original opinion which I formed, that this 
is a very important thing, and that the country 
ought not to lose the benefit of it; but I have be- 
come satisfied since the experiment that was made 
on the former bill, that it is impossible to pass it 
through both Houses of Congress. It was put 
on there; two committees of conference were held 


|, upon this very matter; amendments were proposed 


which guarded it pretty well; but it was found 

| absolutely impossible to bring the other House 
| to agree to it. ‘There was prejudice and feeling 
| against it there, which it 1s impossible, in my 
| judgment, to overcome. 

My views with regard to legislation of this sort 
| are: that an important measure ought not to be 
| forced by the pressure of an appropriation bill on 
the other House. If a measure is such as both 
Houses, fairly considering it on an appropriation 
| bill, are willing to pass, as they would if it was 


| 


putting this amendment on this bill will be to im- 
peril the bill, which is a very important one, and 
create disputes and difficulties which may endan- 


nected as I am with this appropriation bill, in 
voting to put iton again, and expose ourselves to 
the difficulties that we had on a former bill in re- 
lation to it. Therefore, although remaining of the 
same opinion that in itself it is an important meas- 


ure, I shall feel constrained to vote against putting | 


it on here, as an amendment to this bill. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER: The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
| New Hampshire to the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Missouri. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; there being, on a division—ayes 27, noes 11; 
and the question recurred on the amendment as 
amended. 

Mr. KING. 





| 
I do not propose to discuss this 
matter further, though I took some interest in the 
uestion when it was up before. I simply ask for 
| the yeas and nays. I think what has been said 
is sufficient. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken resulted—yeas 17, nays 25; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Cameron, Fitch, 
Green, Gwin, Hemphill, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Polk, 
Powell, Rice, Sebastian, Thomson, and Wigfall—17. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bayard, -Bingham, 
Chandler, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle Douglas, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, King, Morrill, Pearce, 
Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkin- 
son, and Wilson—45. 
So the amendment wea rejected. 


“Mr. RICE. I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads to offer the 


| stances. Although I thoughtat the cime the rights | 


j 
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a separate bill, 1 should not object to its being | 
placed here; but being satisfied that the effect of 


ger its passage finally, I cannot feel justified, con- | 





following amendment, to come in at the end of 
section two, on page 14, and be part of that sec- 





|} on: 


And that the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
| hereby, authorized and directed to purchase a suitable site 
| in Saint Paul, in the State of Minnesota, and cause to be 
erected thereon, under his direction, a suitable building for 
custom-house, post office, court-rooms, and other offices of 
the United States. And that the sum of $110,000 be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated : Provided, The site and cost 
of the building shall not exceed the said sum of $110,000: 
And provided Here a That no part of the money hereby 
appropriated shall be used forthe purposes mentioned until 
a valid title to the land for the site of said building shall 
be vested in the United States, and until said State shall 
duly release and relinquish to the United States the right 
| to tax, or in any way assess, said site, or the property of 
the United States that may be thereon, during the time 
that the United States shall be or remain the owner thereof. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I really hope the Senate 
will not begin to put custom-houses on this bill. 
The next thing we shall have will be marine hos- 
pitals, and then post offices; and I cannot tell 
where in the world it will stop. If we go on at 
this rate, we shall néver get through. ‘The Sen- 
ator from North Carolina (Mr. Brace] says they 
want one or two down there; | do not know how 
many are necessary. I dare say this may be 
very necessary, and I might be willing to vote for 
it on some other bill; but it will be rather a severe 
operation to put it on this bill. 

Mr. RICE. We have been very unfortunate 
in the Northwest. Every measure for our ben- 
efit, that has passed for the last two or three ses- 
sions in the Senate, has been lost in the House of 

tepresentatives or upon a committee of confer- 
ence. On the 3d of March, 1857, the Committee 
on Commerce reported this very amendment, and 
it passed withouta division. It was recommended 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Guthrie, 
very strongly. In the committee of conference, 
it was swopped off for the water-works here. I 
find, in every instance, that I am a little too early 
or a little too late; and I am afraid I shall never 
be right. I do not know that I ever was in my 
life. I should like to have the report read; and 
if gentlemen will listen to that, and not say it is 
not only necessary, but a saving to the Govern- 
ment, I shal] be surprised. I have all the docu- 
ments, from various Departments here, recom- 
mending it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no doubt it may 
be exceedingly well; but I think, in the present 
state of the Treasury, our friends in St. Paul can 
wait a little longer before we make an appropria- 
tion for this custom-house. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk will 
read the report called for. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

The Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred Senate bill No. 28, entitled “ An act 
making an appropriation for the erection in the city of St. 
Paul, State of Minnesota, ofa suitable building for custom - 


house, post office, court-rooms, and other offices of the Uni 
ted States, have had the same under consideration, and 
respectfully report : : 
That it appears that the rooms now oceupied by the Uni 
ted States district court at St. Paul are inconvenient, badly 
ventilated, and illy lighted. ‘That the court-room is in the 
third story next to the roof, and very small in its dimen- 
sions, with no accommodations for the grand and petit ju- 
rors when both panels are in court, and without proper and 
convenient places for criminals and witnesses during trial ; 











economy to the Government to erecta suitable building for 
the use of the Federal offices at that point, as the sam now 
paid for rent for the several Government offices in the city 
of St. Paul would be equivalent to the interest upon a large 
amount. 

From authentic source, the committee learn that the rent 
of the surveyor general’s office is $800 per annum, and 
that of the rooms for the court and its officers the same; 
there is paid also for rent of rooms occupied by the super- 
intendent of Indian affairs, $300 per annum—making in all, 
$1,900 per year. 

The committee also learn that the amount appropriated 
for the present fiseal year, and to be disbursed by the su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs, having his offiee at St. Paul, 
is $332,733 33 

It appears to be a matter, therefore, of great importance 
that, at all points where large amounts are annually dis- 


bursed by the Government, proper places should be provided 
for the safe-keeping of its so my 





The committee furthermore learn, upon inquiry at the 
Post Office Department, that the business of the post office 
at St. Paul amounts to about fourteen thousand dollars a 
year, and that it appears to be steadily increasing. The 
gross expenses of the office, as c y amount to about 


five thousand four hundred dollars a year, of which sum 
$800 is for office rent. 

It is deemed highly important by the Department that the 
post offices should be kept in secure buildings, so as to in- 
sure the safety of the mails and public property from de- 
struction by fire and the depredations of burglars. 

The committee would here call attention to the following 


and moreover it is believed that it would be a matter of 


~ 








1116 _ | a 


letter from the acting Commissioner of the General Land | 


Uflice : 
Generac Lanp Orrice, January 19, 1860 
Sin: In reply to your verbal inquiry of the |7th, I have 
to inform you that the archives of the surveyor general’s 
othee at St. Paul, Minnesota, embrace original plats, field 
notes, and other evidence of survey, and all the corre- 


spondence relating thereto, of the lands in Minnesota, and | 


a small portion of Wisconsin and Michigan ‘Territories, 
reaching back to an early period, which were turned over 
from the old Cincinnati and Detroit offices. The destruc- 
tion by fire, or other acciaent, of Lose important evidences 
of tithe, which Jay at the foundation of the sales and other 
disposais of the public lands in the States named, would be 
aimost irremediabie, to say nothing of the great expense of 
renewing them, and would iead to great confusion, litiga- 
tion, and pecuniary losses. 

Their safety, therctore, is of the utmost importance, both 
to the Government and the people of the States, and they 
should by no means be tatrusted in frail buildings, which 
may be destroyed by fire in a night, with their contents, 
when by a trifling expenditure they may be placed in com- 
parative security, and at the same time afford proper ac- 
commodation tor the public officers, and tacilitate transac- 
tion of the public business. 

i have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH 8. WILSON, 
“Acting Commissioner. 
Hon. H. M. Rice. P 


it will be perceived from the foregoing letter that there is 
evidently a strong desire on the part of the Government 
relative to the occupancy of suitable buildings for the trans- 
action of business, and for the safe-keeping of archives, 
and all matters of a governmental nature which it may be 
deemed of importance to preserve. 

From a tabular statement furnished by the General Land 


| 
Mr. BRIGHT. I did not hear the amendment 
read. I will ask the Senator from Minnesota 
| what is the amount? 
Mr. RICE. One hundred and ten thousand 
dollars. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Indiana wish the amendment reported ? 








Mr. BRIGHT. No, sir: the Senator from Min- 
nesota has given me the information I desired. I 
am sure we wili not deny to Minnesota what has 
been granted to each of the other northwestern 
States. Certainly so far as they have asked for 
it, they have had it. A building of this kind is 
very important to a growing town like Saint Paul. 
1 know something of the inconvenience to which 
the public is exposed for want of a court-house 
and post office in a town of that size; but I sug- 
gest to the Senator whether, in the start, he had 
not better begin with $50,000. 

Mr. RICE. One objection I should have to 
that—and I believe it is a valid one too, and one 
which many other Senators have had—is, that 
when you start with $10,000, $20,000, or $50,000, 
xyou never end the appropriation. It was the 





Office, showing the cost of the United States of transport- | 


ing money from the various land offices in Minnesota to 
the United States depository at Dubuque, Lowa, for the 
year ending December, 1857, it appears that $5,858 14 was 
allowed by the Government for that purpose. 

Should a proper depository be established at St. Paul, of 
course the expense of transporting money to that point 
from the different land offices in that region of country 
would be much less than it is now, as in that event the 
land offices in Minnesota would be no longer compelled to 
take the long and expensive journeys to Dubuque they are 
now required to do to make their deposits. 

A letter was addressed to Mr. Guthrie, while Secretary of 
the Treasury, by Hon. Henry Dodge, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, relative to an appropriation for the 
construction, at St. Paul, of a building for custom-lhouse, 
&c., and asking for such suggestions on the subject as he 
might think proper and conducive to the public interest. 
In Mr. Gathrie’s reply the following remarks oceur: 

** | have to say that, in consequence of its great import 
ance as a public depository, I should recommend the crec- 


tion of a fire-proof building of stone tor a public depository, || 


custom-house, post ofier, court-rooms, and other United 


States offices, sixty feet ky ninety feet, and filty-six feet | 
high from the top of the underpinning to the eaves, having | 


wrouglit iron girders, beams, shutters, stairways, roof, &c., 


tor which there would be required an appropriation of | 


$100,000, and ten per cent. additional for contingencies, 
exclusive of the cost of site.”’ 
The committee do not believe that the offices now oceu- 


j 


| 


pied by the Government at St. Paul are of a safe and dura- | 


ble character, which the importance of the business trans- | 


acted at that point would seem to require. Nor do they 


perceive that any immediate remedy can be applied in the | 


premises, as it is believed that the offices are already lo 


eated in the safest and most suitable placesin the city. And || 


in view of these facts, the committee would recommend, 
for the future protection of the property of the Government 


at the city of St. Paul, that the appropriation asked for be | 


granted for the purpose expressed in the bill. 


Mr. RICE. I wish merely to say that, if this 
becomes a iaw, the work cannot be commenced 
for more than a year. 
Legisiature to take action. There is another 
pow to which I wish to call the attention of the 


They must wait for the | 


enate: since that report was made, the Hudson’s | 


Bay Company have transferred all of their busi- 
ness from the Hudson’s Bay through the States, 
and all the goods and supplies for that vast coun- 
try must pass through St, Paul. They have made 
a contract for a long series of years, and they 
have gone on and put a steamer on the Red River 
of the North for the purpose of facilitating this 
business, and the business there in that point of 
view is increasing very rapidly. I hope there 


will be no objection to this appropriation. The | 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads | 


were unanimous upon it. The Committee on 
Commerce four years ago were unanimous. It 
passed the Senate without a dissenting vote, and 
was stricken off in a committee of conference, 
and very likely may share the same fate again; | 
do not know. I wish merely to discharge my 


duty on the subject; and I hope there will be no | 


objection to it. It is the only appropriation that 
has been asked for for that country for a long 
time. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poxx in 
the chair.) The question is on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Minnesota. 

Mr. RICE. T hope the Senate will gratify me 
with the yeas and nays on that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


opinion of the Secretary that it should be limited 
to this amount; and consequently the site will be 
purchased and the contract will be made within 


that amount. 


Mr. BRIGHT. One hundred and ten thousand 


| dollars is needed, and I shall vote for it willingly; || 
|| but I doubt whether we can carry it, from present 


| indications. 


Mr. RICE. Very well; let it be lost. I have 


|| done my duty. 


| Mr. DOUGLAS. I think the Senator had bet- 
ter hold on to $110,000. I think he will get that 
| as readily as the balance. Two appropria‘: ns 


this sum; and he cannot, under the law, exceed | 





were made, three years ago, for Springfield and | 
Cairo, Illinois, and they have not gota dollar ex- | 
| pended; and I expect he will get $110,000 as well | 


}as $50,000. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 20, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Bigler, Bright, Cameron, Dixon, 
Doolittle, Green, Gwin, Hate, Hemphill, Johnson of Arkan- 
sas, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Rice, Wade, 
Wigtali, and Wilkinson—2v. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Douglas, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Griines, Har- 
lan, Kennedy, King, Morrill, Pearce, Simmons, Sumner, 


| ‘Ten Eyek, Trumbull, and Wilson—20. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this ques- | 


tion, the yeas are 20, and the nays 20. 
Mr. FOOT. 


| course. 


he should vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ment is not agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I suggest to 
the Senate, that this is not only an amendment of 
very greatimportance, but itis, perhaps, the only 
opportunity the public service will have to get 
relief in this particular. We all know that the 
public business is so far in advance of the neces- 
| sities of the day and hour; and I think we should 
not pass this bill now. I think so, in deference to 
the public service; and therefore | move that we 
do now adjourn. [‘*Oh no.”’] We area long 
ways ahead of the public business. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. On the contrary, we are 
not ahead, but very much behindhand. I hope 
we shall not adjourn. 

Mr. BIGLER. A single word in this connec- 
tion 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to 
adjourn is not debatable. 

Mr. GWIN. I suggest to the Senator from 
Arkansas, that the question on the amendment is 
not decided, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question 
on the motion to adjourn, and declared that the 
noes appeared to have it. 


The amend- 








Mr. GWIN. I was on the floor before that 
question was putatall. I do not want that vote 
announced. 


Mr BIGLER I desire to makea single remark 
in connection with what was said by the Senator 
from Maine Manifestly to-morrow, or the day 
after, we should—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair de- 
cides debate on this question to be vut of order. 

Mr. GWIN. I make this question: the Vice 
President is in the Capitol, and there isa tie vote, 
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and he has to be sent for to 
on that question. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I object. 

Mr. LANE. It has been decided. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to know if 
that question has not been decided long ago? The 
vote was a tie; and if the Vice President had ey 
here he would havwe had a chance to vote on it 
but he was not here, and the question has been 
decided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the adjournment, and that is not debatable 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That was determined jn 
the negative. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair go. 
clared that the noes appeared to have it. [ys i, 
doubted ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Nobody doubted jt. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understood the Senator from California to doubt i 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Not at all. p 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the noes 
have it, and the motion is not agreed to. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Now, I desire to have my 
amendment read. 7 

The Secretary proceeded to read the amend. 
ment, to insert as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That the third section—— 


Mr. KENNEDY. I should like to move a 
reconsideration of the vote on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Minnesota. | voted 
under a misapprehension. 

Mr. HALE. How did you vote? 

Mr. KENNEDY. I voted in the negative. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


from Maryland moves a reconsideration of the 


give his casting yore 


| vote just taken on the amendment of the Senator 


Then the amendment is lost, of | 


Mr. GWIN. The Vice President is here, and | 


tener 


from Minnesota. Does the Senator desire to have 
this motion acted upon now? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to say one word on 
this motion to reconsider. 

Mr.HALE. [rise to a question of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
will state his point of order. 

Mr. HALE. It is this: the Senator from Rhode 
Island had the floor, and sent an amendment to 
the Chair, which the Clerk was reading, and in 
that state it was not competent for the Senator 
from Maryland to interrupt that proceeding, and 
move a reconsideration of the other vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from New Hampshire the 
way in which he understood the condition of the 
business. The Senator from Rhode Island was 
awarded the floor by the Chair. The Senator from 
Rhode Island then passed up his amendment to be 
read; and, while the Clerk was in the act of read- 


_ ing the amendment, the Senator from Maryland 


Seer nan an penesieneeneeennggnnnnpEnnER a 


rose to a privileged question, to move a reconsid- 
eration, which the Chair thought in order, and 
awarded the floor to him on that question. The 
Chair will state that he did not understand that 
the Senator from Rhode Island retained the floor, 
after he sent up his amendment, necessarily. It, 
however, he had not taken his seat, the Senator 
from Illinois will be out of order, and the Chair 
will award the floor to the Senator from Rhode 
Island. 

Several Senators. 
read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In that event, 
the Senator from Rhode Island is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will ask, though, whether 
a motion to reconsider does not take priority: 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator that the position of the Chair 
is, that the right to make the motion does take pri- 
ority; but that a motion need not and will not be 
passed on by the Senate, unless the Senate see fit 
to do so, when it is made. The motion is entered, 
and stands. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator asks that the 
motion be considered now. 

Mr BIGLER. He cannot make that motion 
and have it considered. It can be entered. 


The amendment was being 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The opinion of 


the Chair is, that it cannot be acted on now while 
the Senator from Rhode Island has the floor. 

Mr. BIGLER. That is mght. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Rhode Island is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not wish to be captious; but I 
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desire to put this question right. If a Senator rises 
and addresses the Chair, and moves an amend- 
ment, and sends the amendment to the Clerk, and 
the Clerk is reading it, it is substantially hearing 
the Senator that proposes the amendment, only he 
proposes somebody else to read it instead of him- 
self, and therefore, in that state, it is not compe-~ 
tent for anybody to interrupt him with any other 
ouon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Rhode Island is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I should be glad, with the 
consent of the Senator from Rhode Island, to 
know where I stand, and at what time I may have 
a reconsideration of the vote I have indicated ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has 
already decided that that motion has been made. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 


sideration, and that will dispose of the matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island give way? ; 

Mr. SIMMONS. Certainly I will give way, 
if we can get a vote on it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Maine moves that the question be put on 
the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Let it be done by unan- 
imous consent. There is no objection to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate, that motion will now 
be put. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
that. I voted against this amendment for the 
custom-house and post office at St. Paul, not be- 
cause | am opposed to having such a building 
there, but for this reason: if we are to take up the 
subject of custom-houses and post offices and pub- 
lic buildings, I think it but fair and just that other 
points as well as this one should have been re- 
ported. An appropriation was made at Spring- 
field, the seat of government of Illinois, two or 
three years ago; but it has not been expended, 


and I supposed the appropriation has lapsed by | 


process of time, and gone back into the eee: 
If we are now to make appropriations on that su 
ject, I think that that stands on an equal footing 


with any other. So with another one in my State. | 


I desire, when we take up this subject, that all 
parts of the country be treated fairly and equally; 


and I think, when the Post Office Committee was | 


considering the one at St. Paul, they ought to 
have considered those others. I think the appro- 
priation for Springfield had priority. It was for 
an older State, a larger place, and there had been 
a previous appropriation. All these reasons ap- 
plied. Iam willing now to open this subject and 
take up other places, and treat each part of the 
country fairly; or else to postpone this one, and 
let itabide the result of others that I think had 
an equal claim. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 
word. 
this vote, it was not upon the understanding that 
other places asking for similar favors had been 
passed over; nor do I now mean to be under- 
stood as saying that, in voting for this amend- 
ment, | intend to oppose the same favor being 
granted to any other point. Iam prepared to vote 
to extend the same favor to any other place— 
Springfield or anywhere else—precisely upon the 
same ground that I shall vote for the post office 
here at St. Paul. 

Mr. RICE. Ihave but a word to say to the 
Senator from Illinois on this subject. There is 
an old adage, “ it is never too late to do justice.” 
I will take him now at his word, and I believe he 
will do us justice when he understands the case. 
In 1857, the Committee on Commerce offered an 
amendment providing for a large number of such 
buildings—— 

Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to make a point of 
order. I should like to know whether debate on 


the merits of a proposition is in order ona recon- 
sideration ? 


an PRESIDING OFFICER. Debate is in 
er. 
_ Mr. RICE. In 1857, this subject was before 
both branches of Congress,and was fully consid- 
ered by the various committees. All the States 
were considered then; all had representatives here 
upon this floor, and all had ap ropriations that 
asked for them. Among the rest, Minnesota, then 
ing a Territory, received this appropriation; 


I only wish to say a single 


I suggest, to settle the | 
difficulty, that the question be put on the recon- | 


} The 


When IL asked for the reconsideration of | 





this floor, and having none at the otherend of the 
| Capitol that was entitled to go upon a committee 
of conference or to vote,'on the last night of the 
session, the very region that had no representa- 
tive, and had no vote to give to any other meas- 


ence, while the appropnations for the Senator’s 
State were all reserved. I presume, when he made 
his statement, he was eware of that fact; and if 
he is in favor of doing justice, as I have no doubt 
he is—and as it is never too late todo it—I think 
that, in this case, he will reconsider his vote. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Since the Senator from Min- 
resota has referred to the action of 1857, | may 
be permitted to say a word in explanation. Itis 
true that appropriations for the seat of govern- 
ment of Illinois passed that year; but it happens 
also to be true, that the Executive began to quar- 
rel with the Representatives from that State that 
year, and he disobeyed the law. To this hour, 
you could not get the law executed. Other cus- 
tom-houses could be built; other post offices could 
be made; but not a dollar could be expended at 
Springfield or at Cairo, in Illinois, although the 
law required it; and I do think, inasmuch as we 
have had the appropriation, and the obstinacy of 
a hostile Executive refused to obey the law and 
execute it until the money has gone back into the 
Treasury, certainly we stand on an equal footing 
with those that did not get the appropriation. 








others upon our heads. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on reconsidering the vote by which the Senate 
rejected the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. RICE On that question, I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 
eas and nays were ordered. 





Mr. 


country, that I voted unwisely. I shall therefore 


change my vote; and in doing so, I beg to say to | 


my honorable friend from Minnesota; it is not 


appropriation, for we shall open this whale ques- 
tion of custom-houses, and at a time when the 
Treasury is so depleted. 

Mr. CAMERON. If the Senator will allow 


me, I desire to say, in addition to what has been | 


said by the Senator from Wisconsin, that I voted 
for this appropriation because of my sympathies 
for Minnesota. Almost all the active men in Min- 
nesota are from Pennsylvania. There is a large 


out reflecting on the condition of the Treasury, I 


I shall always vote for an appropriation to builda 
custom-housce, or anything else Minnesota wants; 
but I think, with the Senator from Wisconsin, 
that this is not the time to make appropriations 
of that sort. If it would end there, I would be 
willing to vote for that single point; but it will 
bring in other places in various other States, and 
among the rest in my own State. 

Mr. RICE. Mr. President, notwithstanding 
the condition of the country, which is now an 
excuse for not voting $100,000, to be expended in 
twelve, eighteen, or twenty-four months, it is 
not so bad but that the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania advocated, and he and his friends took up 





tax us millions to benefit his own State. 
Mr. BIGLER. A single word in reply to the 
remarks of the Senator from Illinois. 


was defeated because the Administration chose to 
|| do so. I have no other reply to make, than to 
| simply state the fact that an appropriation was 
|| made for the erection of a post office and court- 
|| house in the city of Philadelphia prior, I believe, 
| to the appropriations for Illinois, and the money 
| has never been expended there. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


| tisement out now for a contract for that building 
| 


before this Administration expires. 1 should like | 


to see one for Illinois. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. They never 


ure, was stricken off in a committee of confer- | 


|| Mr. RICE. You ought not to visit the sins of 
I have a word to say upon | 


OOLITTLE. I wish to say but asingle | 
word. When this question was before the Senate | 
a , I voted for the amendment; but I be- | 
ieve, in the present state of the Treasury and t® | 


that I do not believe it will be wise at some time | 
to build a court-house and acustom-house for the | 
United States at St. Paul, in Minnesota; but at | 
the present time, I think it is unwise to make the | 


number of them, and they are my friends. With- | 


voted for the amendment, and at any proper time | 


de thinks || 
the expenditure of an appropriation in IIlinois 


I believe there is an adver- | 
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the time of the Senate in urging, a proposition to | 





but Minnesota, having no representative upon grantanything of this sort in my State; but I think 


they ought to grant it toall; and therefore I shall 

certainly vote this for the State of Minnesota. 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, 

resulted—yeas 18, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Gwin, 
Hemphill, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, 
Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Nictiolson, Polk, Powell, Rice, 
Sebastian, Wigfall, and Wilkinson—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Cameron, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fes- 
senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, King, Morrill, 
Pearce, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wilson—25. 

So the Senate refused to reconsider the vote 
rejecting the amendment. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment offered by the Senator frony Rhode Island 
will now be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the third section of an 
act entitled **An act making appropriations for the legisla- 
tive, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1861,”’ approved June 
23, 1860, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Mr.SIMMONS. The third section of that act 
contains a clause preventing the Secretary of War 
from purchasing any fire-arms that are patented. 
Of course it excludes all new arms, and was in- 
tended, I suppose, to do so; so that he cannot pur- 
chase anything but some of those old flint-lock 
guns. I think itis about time we had good arms, 
if we are to have any. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
I should like to hear it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
reported again. 

he Secretary again read it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I will state, in a single 
moment, that in one of these bills there was a 
clause inserted 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Everybody understands 


t. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Well, I wanted to say 
something about it. I understand the Senator 
from Vermont to inquire about it. 

Mr. LATHAM. If 1 mistake not, this is the 
same amendment that the Committee on Military 
Affairs agreed to report to the Army bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It is impossi- 
ble for the Senator on the floor to be heard, unless 
the Senate will come to order. 

Mr. LANE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from California is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. LATHAM. I yield to the Senator from 


Oregon. 


Mr. LANE. I have nothing to say on this sub- 
ject, except to remark that the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs recommended a repeal of this clause 
of the law of 1860; and I am not certain that an 
amendment to the Army appropriation bill would 
not be a better place than this. 

Mr. GRIMES. It was not put on the Army 
bill before. 

Mr. LATHAM. The Committee on Military 
Affairs have agreed to seport such an amendment 
to the Army bill. 

Mr.GRIMES. But it was not originally passed 
on the Army bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Everybody is agreed to it. 

Mr. PEARCE. I have not agreed to it, for I 
do not know what it is. The amendment repeals 
an act; but I am not certain what that act is. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If the Senator from Mary- 
land willallow me, Il was about to state that in that 
appropriation bill last year, there was contained 
a clause which forbade the Secretary of War from 
purchasing any patented article; and this amend- 
ment repeals that section. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, we have re- 
pealed it a 

Mr. WILSON. No, sir. 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir; we have. I recol- 
lect it distinctly We repealed it onthe Navy bill, 
with an exception made by myself; which excep- 
tion was to exclude fire-arms from the operation 
of the repeal. In-regard to everything else, it was 


ee 
r.COLLAMER. That merely repeals what 
related to buying articles for the Navy by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy. 

Mr. PEARCE. I think it applied to all, so far 
as I recollect. 


Mr. GRIMES. 


What is the amendment? 


Let the amendment be 
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It applied to all, with the ex- 
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ception, as stated by the Senator from Maryland, 
of the purchase of fire-arms. 

Mr. PEARCE. I do not desire to have that 
part of it repealed. I think we ought not toallow 
the Secretary of War to buy patented arms at his 
pleasure. Such a power may be a prolific source 
of mischief. I think, when there is a proposition 
to disburse a large sum of money for the ong? an 
of patented arms, a full discretion to the Secre- | 
tary of War gives an opportunity of indulging | 
favoritism, of making fine jobs to im ortaning | 
friends whom the Departmentis disposed to oblige, | 


whose pockets they are disposed to fill. I think, 
whenever there is a large expenditure of this sort 
to be made, Congress should act upon it; they | 
ought to know what kind of arm itis; they ought | 
to have it thoroughly tested; and they should de- | 
termine upon their own sense of the fitness of the | 
thing, whether the money should be applied to 
the purchase. I wili not consent to give it to the | 
Secretary of War. We have had Secretaries, and 
may have them again, whose personal partialitics 
may be stronger than their judgments, and who 
may think more of advancing the interests of in- | 
dividuals than of benefiting the military service 
of the country. I want to keep a check in Con- 
gress upon that thing, and let the responsibility 
rest upon that body for all expenditures of this 
kind. 

Mr. RICE. This matter was discussed in the 
Committee on Military Affairs; and there was 
one point which struck me as conclusive upon it. | 
It was this: that amendment which passed at the | 
last session lessened the customers for the pur- 
chase of these arms; the price fell; and they were 
all purchased up by the southern States at re- 
duced prices. Whereas, had that amendment not | 
been adopted, the result would have been differ- | 
ent. i do not say there was any intention in it; | 
I merely say that was the effect. Those gentle- 
men who had large quantities of patented arms 
on hand, losing the Government, as they thought, 
for a customer, and believing they had lost the | 
prospect of its ever being a customer, sold those 
arms at very low prices. 

Mr.LANE. Ido not think that is a just view 
of this matter at all; nor do I believe that has been | 
the effect of it, either; and I do not believe that | 
any considerable number of arms has been pur- | 
chased by any State that the Government would | 
have purchased at all. It is the duty of the | 
Government always to have a regulation arm— | 
something adopted by the Government, by the 
Secretary of War, by a board of officers, or si 
ordinance; such a one as shall be uniform; such 
a one as shall be a good weapon, a good arm in 
the service. I believe it is important that we 
should restrict the powers of the Secretary of 
War in the exercise of his will and pleasure in the 
purchase of weapons, just as they may suit his 
taste, or to oblige his friends, as may have been 
done for what | know. I think the Senator from | 
Maryland is clearly right in relation to this mat- 
ter. The purpose of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, as I understand it, was, that the law 
should be repealed so far as related to the pur- 
chase of any patented arm necessary for the ser- 
viee, and not to enable him to adopt a weapon to 
be used by any arm of the service, for they should 
always be uniform. If itis agreed that rifle shall 
be made of a certain character, every rifle in the 
rifle corps should be of that description; and so 
with the musket, and with every other weapon 
used in the services And no Secretary should be 
allowed to exercise his j 1dgmentin the purchase 
of different patented weapons, to be used promis- 
cuously in any corps of the service, either of the 
Army or of the Navy. But, sir, ] am in favor of 


repealing that law so far as to leave it with the 
Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy, 
as the committee agreed, to purchase any patented 
article that may be necessary for the Government. | 
For instance, we had under consideration, at the | 
same time, a dovetailing machine. The Secretary 
of the Navy would not purchase that machine, 
because of this law standing in the way, and there- 
fore the necessity of repealing it. Bat 1 would 
never desire to enable him to purchase a certain 
number of weapons of one patent, and a certain 
number of another patent, and another. 

Mr. GRIMES. What was that dovetailing 
machine? 

Mr. LANE. It was a machine to be used for 
dovetailing, in manufacturing ammunition boxes, 


| 


j 
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and other things necessary for the service, and [ 
think a very good improvement; and I believe the 
Secretary of War ought to be permitted to pur- 
chase it. ’ 

Mr. RICE. Will the Senator allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. LANE. I do not want to discuss the ques- 
tion; but certainly I give way if the Senator de- 
sires to make an inquiry. 

Mr. RICE. It is this: If thisamendment shall 
be adopted, can the Secretary of War purchase 
arms without an appropriation ? 

_Mr. FESSENDEN. There is an appropria- 
uuon. 

Mr. RICE. But has any judicious Secretary 
of War ever purchased an arm without callin 
in a board to examine it, and having that baad 
report upon it? We know not how soon an emer- 
gency may arise in which it may be necessary 
tor him to do the very thing again; and unless 
this amendment be voted, he will be precluded. 

Mr. LANE. I do not wish to discuss the mat- 
ter. lL only say to my friend that the honesty or 


| dishonesty of Secretaries of the Army or Nav 








is not a question to be considered on this amend- 
ment; but I think the Senate should always re- 
strict the Secretary; give him appropriations to 
be used in the manufacture of articles that will be 
of use, and particularly weapons that will be 
useful and uniform, and such as shall be adapted 
to the service by a board. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will say to 
the Senator from Oregon that I do not understand 


| this talk in regard to the honesty of Secretaries. 


This seems to me to go out witha sort of impres- 
sion that there is something of that kind, without 
its being asserted, without there being anything 
definite. What is the meaning of it? If there 
is anything of that kind it ought to be avowed, 
or else this theater should not be one from which 
any slander should go forth. 

Mr. LANE. I am sure that no Senator on this 
floor ever heard me say one word in the way of 
Mpeaching the honesty or character or reputation 
of any officer of this Government. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. That is so. 

Mr. LANE. Nor dol believe we have had 
such. I only said it was not my purpose now to 
discuss the honesty or integrity of the Secretaries 
that we have had, or may have, but that it was 
our duty to guard the appropriations, and to keep 


| him always within the 2 et ome and, in 
i 


purchasing arms, to require him to purchase such, 
and such only, as had been adopted by an ord- 
nance board, after testing and trying, and know- 
ing that they were a fit arm to be used in the ser- 
vice; and that they should be uniform, and that 
every company armed with that weapon should 
have it alike. I will say to my friend from Ark- 
ansas, that I disclaim any imputation upon the 
honesty of anybody. I do not know that we have 
ever had a dishonest man at the head of our De- 
eee eat certainly, it is not for me to say 80; 

ut I say we should be careful in making appro- 
priations, and leaving power in the hands of any 
man that might abuse it, and mix up the arms in 
the service in such a way that they would not be 
useful. That was my purpose, and my only pur- 
pose. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I would state 
to the Senate now, before we take a vote on this 
or any other matter, that, while I have no idea 
that there is a single Senator here who will vote 
upon the amendment before us other than pre- 
cisely according to his conviction of right, correct, 
wise, and good policy, I am satisfied that we are 
now far in advance of the public business as it 
usually is at this period of the session, much to 
the merit of the Committee on Finance. If they 
hasten their business through, and get it out of 
the way, and conclude and complete it, they will 
have brought down, not only upon this body a 
shower of business which cannot be accomplished, 
buta shower of sorrow upon that Treasury which 
is so hard run. Therefore, that we may mete out 
the completion of a perfect state of equality be- 
tween our interests and our demands, our enjoy- 
ments and our abilities to gratify them—I will 
not go into the parallel between such as had struck 
me—I think it will be better for us now, rather 
than bring ourselves to the condition to which we 
shall be brought by the Committee on Finance, 
when we are done with the real business, to ad- 
journ at once, getting clear of much that will be 
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forced upon us if we do not adjourn. There j 

question that we are at this time far ahead of ~ 
eee of the session at this enied 
do not believe the chairman himself cat tit:.! 
this fact. If you push this through, you will} 
other things thrust on this body, not to ae 
convenience alone of members, but to the ine e 
venience of the public Treasury as regards th, 
amount of demands which will be brought f,. 
ward. Therefore, in deference to the public in. 
terest, as I sincerely believe the motion jg - 
manded by that interest, | move that the Senate 
do now adjourn. F 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questioy 
recurs on the amendment offered by the Senato, 
from Rhode Island. 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes twenty. 
six, noes not counted. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to offer an amend. 
ment to carry out the provisions of a treaty, 
| new section: 

And be it further enacted, That to provide for the faithiy) 
execution of the fourth article of the treaty with Grea: 
Britain of the 9th of August, 1842, and to secure the rp. 
leases mentioned in said treaty, the Secretary of the Treas 
ury bé, and be is directed, to pay out of any money jn {\yp 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Catherine C. Wary 
of Roxbury, Massachusetts, and Laura A. Stebbins, of Buy! 
gor, Maine, each the sum of $6,686 50; and to James 4. 
| Drew, of Chelsea, Massachusetts, and Rufus Mansur, of 
| Houlton, Maine, each the sum of $11,401 ; and to Edinung 
Monroe, of Boston, Massachusetts, the sum of $15.88! 35. 
and to Benjamin Sewall, of Boston, the sum of $5,293 75. 
Provided, That the said Ward, Stebbins, Drew, and May 
sur, holding titles to the Eaton grant, and the said Drew apg 
| Mansur holding titles to the east half of Plymouth town 
ship, and the said Monroe and Sewall holding title to tho 
west half of Plymouth township, shall respectively execute 
or cause to be executed, those releases as required by the 
fourth article of the said treaty, to the parties holding pos 
session or equitable possessory claims to and in said Eatoy 
grant and Plymouth township, as described in the reporis 
made to the Governor and Council of Maine, by Ebenezer 
Hutchinson and others, commissioners under a resolution 
passed by the Legislature of said State on the 12th day of 
April, 1854, and the plan of surveys accompanying said 
ports, and of record in the Jand office of said State; and 
| that it shall appear to the satisfaction of the land agent o 
said State that such deeds of release do confirm and quit 
claim to the persons entitled thereto, the title of such lands 
as required by said treaty: .@nd provided also, That if 
said parties shall fail to make, or cause to be made, such 
deeds of release to the whole of said lands, a deduction 
shall be made from the compensation herein provided, from 
the allowance to the parties so failing to release, at the rat 
of two dollars per acre for the land not so released. 

Mr. GRIMES. I raise a point of order on that 
roposition. I think it is a private matter, forthe 
enefit of private individuals. 

Mr. BRAGG. I will only state, in relation to 
the point of order raised by the Senator from 
lowa, that this same amendment was introduced 
at the last session, was elaborately discussed here, 
and twice ruled by a vote of the Senate to be out 
of order, after solemn consideration and full argu- 
ment. , 

Mr. GRIMES. I believe the point of order is 
to be settled without any debate. That is the 
easiest way to get rid of it. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Potk in 
the chair.) It has been the custom for some days 
past to submit these questions of order to the Sen- 
ate. I will submit this to the Senate. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I only ask for the yeas and 
— on it; I do not want to debate it. 

he yeas and nays were ordered; and the Sec- 
retary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. RICE, (when his name was called.) ! 
believe I voted ‘* yea’’ last year; and notwithstand- 
ing the condition of the Treasury, I see no reason 
to change my vote. I vote ‘‘yea”’ now. 

The reece concluded the calling of the roll. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to explain to Sen- 
ators that they have in repeated instances to-day 
voted in private claims, and now they vote out 
one which carries out a treaty stipulation. It's 
a special reservation in the rule. : 

r. DOOLITTLE. On this question of order 
I believe I have voted under a mistake. My vote 
should be otherwise. 1 voted in the negative; on 
on conversation, learning more about it, I fin 
that it seems to be clear that it is under the pro- 
visions of a treaty, and not a private claim 
Though I shall vote against it on its merits, 
change my vote, and vote yea, on this een. 

The result was announced—yeas 16, nays ~”) 
as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Clark, Doolittle, Durkee, = 
senden, Foot, Foster, Hemphill, Morrill, Rice, Sebastian 
Simmons, Ten Eyek, Wade, W , and Wilsoa— 
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NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Bigler, Bingham, Br 
eran, Chandler, Collamer, Douglas, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 





, Cam- 


king, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, 
Sumner, and Trambull—23. 

So the Senate refused to received the amend- 
ment under the 30th rule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no further 
amendment be proposed, the question will be, 
« Shall the amendments be engrossed, and the bill 
be read the third time ?”’ 

Mr. PEARCE. Fhave postponed some amend- 
ments I had for a few days. Iam sorry it is so 
late; but I cannot let the bill pass without offer- 
ing them. 1 move to strike out lines eighty-two, 
eizhty-three, eighty-four, and eighty-five, in the 
following words: 

«“ For commissions, at two and one half per centum, to 


superintendents on disbursements for objects outside their 


districts, $12,782 27.” 


Mr. President, there are three appropriations 
in this bill for commissions to collectors of cus- 
toms who are superintendents of lights. ‘Two of 
them are according to law; one is not according 
to law, and that is the one which [ move to strike 
out. For about forty years, Congress has been 
endeavoring to get rid of a vicious practice, of 
what I consider a gross abuse, and we have made 
repeated amendments to the appropriation bills by 
which we thought we had effected this purpose, 
but still these claims are paid; and unless the 
Senate now shall adhere to the law, as I under- 
stand it, I shall despair of ever preventing the col- 
lectors of sustoms who are also superintendents of 
lights from getting large amounts of money from 








the Treasury, to which I think they have no | 


earthly pretext, certainly for which there is no 
good consideration. I hope the Senate will at- 
tend to me while I explain it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
cannot be heard while there is so much confusion. 

Mr. PEARCE. I remarked before, that at 
various times we had endeavored to put a stop 
to these commissions on disbursements to collec- 
tors of customs. One of the last acts on the sub- 
ject, and the only one I shall read to the Senate 
from the book, is as follows: 


“For superintendents’ commissions, at two and a half | 


per cent. on $516,356 82 appropriated above for light-house 
purposes, $12,903 92.”’ * * e * ‘* ind pro- 
vided further, That collectors whose compensation exceeds 
$2,500 shall receive no compensation as superintendents 
of lights or disbursing agents.” 

The manifest intention of that was to restrain 
the compensation to collectors whose offices were 
worth more than $2,500 a year to that sum, and 
not to give them additional compensation as su- 
perintendents of lights or disbursing agents. 

Mr, HALE. What is the date of that? 

Mr. PEARCE. It is the act of 185], still in 
force. The collectors of customs have been su- 
perintendents of lights, and they are still called 
so, though they do not now perform the duties 
which formerly they did perform. Prior to the 
establishment of the Light-house Board, the col- 
lectors of customs, when directed $0 to do—and 
it was the case very largely, in Boston and New 
York more especially—made all the purchases 
for the light-house establishment, amounting to 
some five or six hundred thousand or more dol- 
lars per year. They bought the oil; they made the 
contracts; they had the bonds drawn; they saw 
that the guarantees were sufficient; they attended 
to the receipt of the articles; they tested them 
when they were delivered; applied the proper tests 
and comparisons to see that they were of the right 
quality; and they had them distributed to all the 
points of the United States, where these articles 
were wanted for light-houses. At that time they 


received—not by any law, for there never was | 


any law passed declaring that they should be en- 
tided to it—two and a half per cent. commissions, 
under appropriation bills from time to time, as 


Congress would vote the two and a half percent, | 


commissions. They were restrained in 1822, by 
a law which prohibited them from getting more 
than $400 for any service outside of that of the 
ore proper. That law, I believe, is still 
in force. But in 1851, finding that a great many 
collectors received very large amounts, the law 
which I have read was passed. The collector 
of Baltimore bought $40,000 worth, and he got 
$1,000, which was so much in addition to the 
salary of collector, and I believe also, as 1 know 
1 one case, $400, under the act of 1822, he re- 








lines to show the duties of the board. 
| mark that the Light-house Board act divided the 
whole coast of the United States into districts, 
not exceeding twelve in number; that it required 
that an officer of the Army or Navy should be 
assigned to each district as a light-house inspector, 
subject to and under the order of the Light-house 
Board, who the law says, ‘shall receive for such 
| service the same pay and emoluments he would 
| be entitled to by law for the performance of dut 
| in the regular line of his profession, and no other.”” 
This act prescribed the duties of the Light-house 
Board: 


** And the board so constituted shall be attached to the 
office of the Secretary of the Treasury, and under his super- 


said office relating to the instruction, illumination, inspee- 


| tion, and superintendence of light-houses, light-vessels, || 


| beacons, buoys, sea-marks, and their appendages, and em- 
| bracing the security of foundations of works already exist 
ing, procuring illuminating and other apparatus, supplies, 
and materials of all kinds for building and for rebuilding 
| when necessary, and keeping in good repair the light- 
houses, light-vessels, beacons, and buoys of the United 
States.”’ 

This act transferred from the Fifth Auditor, who 
used to be charged with the whole of the duty of 
the light-house establishment, and all the duties 
of the superintendents of lights, which were per- 
formed by the collectors of customs, to the Light- 
house Board and their inspectors. 
service which the collector now performs, since 
the passage of that act, in regard to the light- 
house establishment, is this: when articles are 
purchased by the Light-house Board, inspected by 
the inspector, delivered, their quality tested, the 
accounts made out, which are always revised by 
the Light-house Board, and their payment ordered, 
thecollector pays them. That is all he does; and 
for that it is now endeavored to give two anda 
| half per cent. commissions. 
| In 1848 an act passed which was so peremp- 

tory in its terms that it cut them off; but some- 

how or other it was subsequently repealed, in 
| 1849. Then came the act of 1851, intended to 
put an end to this practice; but in 1853, when the 
then collector of Boston, Mr. Greely, went out 
of office, he retained moneys equivalent to the 
amount of two and a half per eent. commissions 
upon all the purchases and disbursements he had 
made. He died, but his estate was sued, and his 
administrator (Converse) set up a claim to these 
commissions on the ground that Greely had made 
all these disbursements. ‘The Supreme Court of 
the United States, by a divided opinion—three 
| judges dissenting—declared that, in that case, he 
was entitled to commissions, of which the jury 
should judge; and twoand a half per cent. having 
been voted in various appropriation bills as proper 
compensation, the jury took that as the role. ana 
allowed him some $17,000. Notwithstanding 
things had entirely changed since the death of 


Boston, he did perform the service of buying these 
materials and supplies, the greater part of which 
are bought in Boston—more than half of the ma- 
terials for the light-house establishment 

Mr. HALE. Allow me to say a word. I want 





Mr. Greely was in office there some six months 
or a year after the Light-house Board was estab- 
lished? 

Mr. PEARCE, 
| know all about it. The Light-house Board was 
created by the act of August 31, 1852. The Light- 
| house Board organized in October, 1852, but did 
not immediately begin their system of operations. 
They began early in 1853. Mr. Greely had then 
been in nearly four years; he went out in 1853, 
being replaced by the late collector appointed by 
General Pierce, so that during the time he was 
collector, the period for which that $17,000 was 
allowed him, he had been performing service in 
testing materials, oil, &c. His estate, as I said 
before, was sued, and the Supreme Court, by a 
divided opinion, Judge Campbell and two other 
judges dissenting, declared that he was entitled to 
commissions; but what was the case presented to 
the Supreme Court? for it was this decision under 
which they seem now to make these allowances 
without consideration; for such they are. If they 
have any claim to them, it is merely a legal, a 
technical one, withoutashadow of merit. I read 





intendence shall discharge all the administrative duties of | 


The only | 





Mr. Greely—because, during his collectorship at | 


to ask the Senator if he is aware of the fact that | 





I know it perfectly well. 1 | 
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ceived for services outside of his collection district. | 

In 1852, Congress established the Light-house |! 
| Board, and I must here read from that act a few || 
I will re- | 
~; . 


erence rece CS a 


lie 


| now from the opinion of the chief justice in this 
case, 
Mr. CLARK. Will the Senator please state 
the page from which he reads? 
fe PEARCE. Page 466 of the twenty-first 
volume of Howard’s Reports: 


under him, during the whole term of the defendant’s office, 
was accustomed, from time to time, to send specific orders 
to him to advertise for proposals, make contracts for and 
purchase all the oil, lamps, wicks, and supplies of every 


| . > . -) 

| “The Secretary of the Treasury, or the proper officer 
} 

} 


| kind, required for the whole light-house service of the 


United States, as well that of the sea-coasts as the lakes and 
rivers. 

“Agreeably to such orders or requests, the defendant did, 
from iime to time, make all these contracts and purchases, 
draw the necessary contracts, and all payments and dis 
bursements thereunder and therefor, take charge of the 
property when purchased, and distribute the same in such 
quantities and to such ‘points, all over the United States, 
as were required or directed by the Treasury Department. 
These services involved much time, labor, and responsi 
bility, on the part of the defendant, and were performed 
at the request and upon the order of the Treasury Depart 
ment. ‘The defendant paid out no moneys which have not 
been allowed. 

“And it was upon all disbursements thus made that he 
claimed the aforesaid two and a half per cent. commissions, 
amounting to $17,684 92.” 


The collectors since the passage of the act of 
1852, have rendered none of these services. It 
has not been their duty to render them. . ‘The law 
transferred that duty to other officers; and those 
other officers have performed them, and perform 
them, withoutany charge of commissions; but the 
collector has actually paid the bills which have 
been drawn on him and which he has been or- 
dered to pay; and because he has paid the bills, 
he raises this claim to a compensation of two and 
a half per cent. on the whole amount which he 
thus disbursed for the light-house system. ‘That 
is the very thing which this act of Congress was 
intended to prevent. We provided in 1851 that 
the allowance of two anda half per cent. commis- 
sion should not be given to any collector whose 
compensation as such was over $2,500 a year. 
The collector at Boston gets $6,000 a year, and 
he receives also, I presume—Mr. Greely did as* 
is stated in this case—$400 a year for his services 
outside of the district as superintendent of lights, 
and in addition to that, the late collector of Boston 
has aclaim for twenty-one thousand and some 
hundred dollars, of which he has already received 
upwards of twelve thousand dollars, leaving 
$9,000 which he is claiming—a very liberal allow- 
ance for four years’service. It would make his 
pay larger than that of any other officer under the 
Government, unless the President and the Lieu- 
tenant General. I believe it makes his salary not 
less than $11,000 a year; and that is the very mis- 
chief this law was intended to prevent. But if 
Mr. Greely was entitled to it under the decision 
of the Supreme Court, he was entitled to it be- 
cause he. performed services which no other offi- 
cer since has performed, because the law devolves 
them allon the Light-house Board. There never 
was any law allowing two and a half per cent. 
commissions except in the ee bills 
from yearto year. It has been forbidden by two 
acts. The act of 1851, I should think, was plain 
enough when it declares that no collector Wiser 
compensation exceeds $2,500 a year shall receive 
any compensation as superintendent of lights or as 
disbursing agent. Thatis gotover by the Supreme 
Court in the case of Greely by saying that by 
that the law intended any services rendered within 
the district. The collector in that case had pur- 
chased commodities and supplies outside of the 
district; he had at all events distributed them be- 
youd the bounds of his district, and in fact to 
ight-houses throughout the United States. but 
| the court expressly puts this upon the ground of 
the great quantity of time consumed, and the 
amount of labor and the meritorious services. 
There is no longer any claim for time, labor, or 
services, because the peculiar labor and services 
are all rendered by the Light-house Board and 
not by the collector 

I took occasion, with the consent of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, to address a letter to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury on this subject; and I 
have received from him an answer, not so full as 
I expected, which I will read: 

Treasury DerartMent, February 25, 1861. 
Sir: I have just received your note of this morning. 


Iam of opinion that none of the cases in which allow- 
| ances have been made of two and a half per cent. for dis- 














| bursements to collectors of the customs out of their dis- 


tricts, under the decision of the Supreme Court (Converse 








US 


vs. United States) are in accordance with the rule settled 
by that decision. I will to-morrow send you my opinion 
in detail and in full. 

In the appropriation bill now before your committee, the 
sum of $12,782 27, for commissions outside of collection 
districts, is intended to cover stich allowances. 





The appropriation of $7,009 is for disbursements under || 


existing laws. 

lam, very respectfully, JOIN A DIX, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. J. A. Pearce, United States Senate. 

The truth is, that when the decision of the Su- 
preme Court in Greely’s case was made in 1858, 
the collectors had given upapplying for these com- 
missions; but, that decision besten known, 
they immediately started up, and made their 
claims; and several collectors, one within my own 
knowledge, an honorable gentleman who has re- 
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| 
| 


honorable Senator from Maryland, provided he 
will make it explicit that a collector of customs 
} Shall not do anything outside of the legitimate du- 
] ties devolved upon him as laid down by the iaw; 
| but that is not the case. These officers are made 
disbursing officers. A Secretary of your Treas- 
ury imposes upon them duties, and makes it an 
| issue between them and himself, that renders it 
obligatory for large sums of money to pass through 
their hands for which they are responsible. That 
does not belong to their duties; and for it they 
ought to be paid. My predeeessor built the cus- 
tom-house at San Francisco, costing a large sum 
of money, for every dollar of which he was re- 
sponsible. It did not belong to his duty, as col- 
lector of that port; and, if he had not received this 











cently held a high position here,and was formerly || commission for it, | would regard his position as 


collector of customs in Baltimore, did not dream 
that he had any claim; but shortly after leaving 
the Treasury Department, he was informed that 
he had a claim,and some kind friend made out a 
statement of it for him, and the claim was pre- 
sented and he received several hundred dollars, to 
which he never dreamed that he had any claim 


unul this thing was hunted up for him, as he said | 


to me himself. The gentleman in question here 
will receive some nine thousand dollars. 
have no doubt, was a very excellent collector, 
and behaved very well in one respect, | would 
say for him; and that is, he did not retain the 


money, but paid it all over to the Treasury; but | 


he has received at the Treasury already $12,000, 
and he would have received the whole if the former 
Secretary, Mr. Cobb, had had money enough at 
his command appropriated for this purpose to pay 
him; but he had not. 

Ii is said that this is a liquidated amount, be- 
cause Mr. Cobb had made an order for his pay- 
ment to the extent of the money that was in the 
Treasury that might be applied to it, Ido not 
consider, though it was a liquidated account, that 
is to say, an account stated, that that order of 

»Mr. Cobb's obliges Congress to make the appro- 
priation which is necessary to pay the money. 
Congress intended to cut up these claims by the 
roots, and they ought to be, because they are 


without consideration, and therefore utterly with- | 


out merit. The collectors themselves do not pre- 


tend there isany merit in @; they say it isa legal, | 
technical right, and they cavil on the ninth part | 


of a hair, if any money is to be got by it. Lwant 
to break it up. I want the Senate ef the United 
States, for once, to do completely and effectually 
what Congress has been trying ever since 1822 
to do, to cut up by the roots this vicious practice 
of giving large commissions upon disbursements 
when the party does nothing but discharge the 
duties of his ordinary office. It is his duty, as 
collector of customs, to pay the money which he 
collects, either into the Treasury of the United 
States or to pay it out for the drafts drawn on 
him; and when he has done that, he has done his 
duty—nothing more—and he is not entitled to 
extra compensation for it. 

Mr. LATHAM. Ishould really like to say 
a word, because I speak in relation to this matter 
from a certain degree of experience which I had 
as collector of the port of San Francisco. During 
Mr. Pierce’s administration, I filled that office for 
nearly two years. I know that my immediate pre- 
decessor, as well as his, had large claims against 
the Government for commissions arising under 


the law cited by the Senator from Maryland. || accounts with the Department. Mr. Peaslee was 


Anticipating, as I did, trouble from the imposi- 
tion of duties which | did notregard as belonging 
legitimately to the position which I held, when 
the Secretary of the Treasury asked me to dis- 
burse certain public moneys in the building of an 
appraiser’s store, taking the example of those 
who had preceded me, and the difficulties they 
had to encounter, I refused to have anything on 
earth to do with aught outside of the legitimate 
duties laid down by the law devolving on me as 
collector of customs at the port of San Francisco. 
An issue was created between the Secretary of 
the Treasury and myself, which was alone com- 
promised by the interposition of an officer of the 
Army, who was to decide between the contractor 
for the building of the appraiser’s store and my- 
self, and I paid only on his requisition. 

Now,I am paeetg WE ee I believe 
the present practice has led to large abuses, to 
great exactions and demands from the Govern- 
ment—to vote for the amendment proposed by the 


He, I || 





| the most onerous one that any man could have 
‘| assumed. It was so with his predecessor, Hon. 
|| Thomas Butler King. The fault arises in the 
|| fact that the chief of your bureau, the head of 
your Treasury Department, imposes these duties, 
|| which do not belong to the office of collector, just 
|| exactly as the history of your records will show 
| the imposition of duties on the officers of your 
|| Army and your Navy, that do not belong to their 
legitimate sphere. hen they go outside of them, 
| and when they, as subordinates—depending for 
|| their offices on the head of the bureau, unwilling, 
|| as they are, to make an issue between themselves 
| and their chief—have these duties ordered upon 
} them, they proceed to their execution, and they 
} are responsible on their bonds for every dollar 
they disburse; and, if they are thus responsible, 
they ought to be paid for it. 

herefore, while | agree with everything my 
friend from Maryland has said relative to this 
extra compensation that, for forty years, he says, 
has been a sore subject to the public, and while 
I shall vote for his amendment, at the same time 
I would like to see an expression on the part of 
Congress, that when these duties are imposed on 
subordinate officers, depending for their places 
upon the heads of the bureaus, they cannot be im- 
|| posed unless it is distinctly understood that they 
|| are to receive compensation therefor. 

I deem these remarks proper and just, because 
I have had experience in this matter. I know the 
serious trouble I had with the Secretary of the 
Treasury under Mr. Pierce’sadministration, when 
he asked me to disburse large sums of money for 
building an appraiser’s store in the city of San 
Francisco, which I peremptorily refused , and the 
experience of other public officers who preceded 
me in the same position. 

Mr. CLARK. Iam sorry to detain the Sen- 
ate at this time upon this amendment, but I feel 
it my duty to do so; and I hope the Senate will 
havea little patience with me in making the state- 
ment. I shall endeavor not to be long. 

Prior to April, 1853, Mr. Greely had been col- 
lector of the port of Boston, and also superintend- 
ent of lights. He performed the duty of procur- 
ing supplies, and disbursing the money for those 
supplies outside of his district. When he went 
out of office in April, 1853, the question arose be- 
tween him andthe Government as to the commis- 
sion that should beallowed him. Heclaimed two 
and a half per cent. commission on the disburse- 
ments which he had made, amounting to seventeen 
thousand and some hundred dollars. He retained 
the money in hisown hands, and did not settle his 


| 
i 














his successor in office; and Mr. Peaslee became 
the superintendent of lights in the same way that 
Mr.Greeiy had been. This difficulty springing 
up with Mr. Greely also arose at the close of the 
term of Mr. Peaslee; but at that time there had 
been a suit commenced in the Supreme Court 
against the administrator of Mr. Greely, who was 
dead, for the money in his hands. Mr. Greel 

had a balance of money in his hands, out of whic 

he claimed to be paid these commissions. Mr. 
Peaslee proposed to retain his commission in his 
hands; but the Department said to him that that 
suit was proceeding against the administrator of 
Mr. Greely, and the whole thing could be decided 
in that suit with Mr. Greely; and they told him 
if he would pay the money into the Treasury of 
the United States, if Mr. Greely recovered in that 
suit they would per back to him. He did pay 
that money into the Treasury of the United States, 
upon the faith of the Government that if that suit 
was decided in favor of Mr. Greely it should be 


a 






paid back tohim. That suit went on 

decided in favor of Mr. Greely; that - can rieht 
those commissions. The court in that case ps : 
sidered the laws from 1820 down to 1850 roa 


act in thatcase, and they decided that Mr. Groo! 
was entitled to the commissions of two and ah ir 
per cent. , 

0 gag oon —— the Senator be gooq 
enough to point me to the e in which | 
cite the Eithoaes Board dot? ian they 

Mr. CLARK. I will point you to the page 
where they cite it. ‘The court expressly referreq 
to it; because they say, at page 473 of the volume. 

“The same provisions are contained it 
acts of 1651 (9 Stat., 608,) 1852, (10 Stat, eer meaiation 
(10 Stat., 200.) ’ 

This law of 1852, which they here cite, is tho 
Light-house Board law. That is sufficient 4» 
show that the court considered it, because they 
have cited it in their opinion. The remarks of the 
Court upon it are not here, and it does Not appear 
that they made any remarks; but it does appear 
that they had it under their consideration, because 
they have cited it. Mr. Peaslee relies on the de. 
cision of the Court in the Greely case; and he says 
that, according to his understanding with the Goy. 
ernment, and according to the decision in tha: 
case, he is entitled to those commissions; and | 
think he is entitled to them. 

Now, one word in regard to what fell from the 
Senator from Maryland, with reference to Mr. 
Peaslee. Did I understand the Senator from Ma- 
ryland to say that he simply pays the money: 
that they make up the accounts, and send to hin 
to whom to pay them, and that he pays the money? 
But does the Senator from Maryland know, that 
Mr. Peaslee was the contracting officer for all 
these supplies ? 

Mr. PEARCE. I know that he was not. The 
contracts are made by the Light-house Board. 

Mr. CLARK. The Senator is mistaken. The 
Light-house Board advertise, receive the propo- 
sals, draft the contract, and then send it to the 
superintendent of lights, and make him execute 
| and become responsible for it. I understand itso 

directly from Mr. Peaslee himself; and in some of 
| the cases he sent the contracts back two or three 
| times to have them corrected before he executed 
| them. They we:2 executed by him as superin- 
tendent of lights, and after he had executed the 
contract, he was required to pay those people, and 
his accounts amount to some two or three thou- 
sand vouchers, all the way from five dollars up to 
$1,500. He disbursed the money in these sums. 
Now, the Government says hé ought not to be 
paid, after they put this duty on him, and had 
agreed to stand by this suit in the Supreme Court 
in favor of Greely. When the suit was decided 
in favor of Ghesly, the Government understood 
they were to pay the money; and the Secretary of 
the Treasury directed the Auditor to make up the 
account, and the Auditor did make up his account, 
and stated what he was entitled to, and so far as 
they had money in their hands, they paid him that 
amount; but not having enough in their hands to 
pay the account, they estimated for it, and put it 

ere in this bill. You will find in the estimates 
of the Department an estimate for this very pur- 
pose, stating the exact number of dollars and cents; 
and the Attorney General has given his opinion 
that he is entitled to be paid. 

There is nothing to resist the claim under the 
law. It was foracting as superintendent of lights, 
disbursing the money, that he is entitled to his 
pay; and the court says, in its opinion in Greely s 
case, that, having performed the service, and 
Congress having fixed the compensation at which 
he should be paid, it was right that he should be 
paid. Now, when an officer has paid money 
which he had in his hands, and which he might 
have retained, into the Treasury, so that the Gov- 
ernment has had the use of it, and he has lost the 
interest on the money that he was entitled to re- 
tain under the faith of the Government, that he 
should be paid back if the decision was in favor 
of Mr. Greely, every consideration of equity and 
justice and of law requires that he should be paid. 

do not want to detain the Senate at this late hour, 
but I have here a letter of the Secretary of the 
meres which I will send to the Clerk to be 
read. 

Mr. PEARCE. The former Secretary of the 
Treasury, Mr. Cobb? 


| 1851 and 1855, and cited the Light-house Board 
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Mr. CLARK. Mr. Cobb; who knew what || 
this transaction was. 
‘The Secretary read, as follows: 
TREASURY DepaRTMENT, May 25, 1860. 
Srr: Charles H. Peasiee, Esq., while collector of &us- 
toms at Boston, performed the duties of a superintendent 
of lights, and claimed for the disbursements made by him 
in that capacity, out of his own proper collection district, a 
compensation at the rate of two and a half per cent. This 
ejaim was not allowed by the accounting officers ; and, on 
Mr. Peasiee’s retirement from office, inasmuch as a case 
was pending in the courts in behalf of Mr. Greely, his im- 
mediate predecessor, involving the legality of a similar 
claim, he concluded to abide the result of that suit, and 
paid at once into the Treasury the balance in his hands, 
with the exception of a few hundred dollars, which he re- 
tained under the impression that his accounts could thus 
he more readily adjusted, should the court decide the com- 
pensation claimed by him to be legal. It was 80 decided 1} 
by the Supreme Court, at its December term, 1858, in the 
case of James C. Converse, administrator of Greely, jr., | 
deceased, vs. the United States ; and Mr. Peaslee was al- | 
lowed, by the accounting officers, compensation at the rate 
declared legal by the court. {n order to complete the pay- | 
ment to Mr.Peaslee of the amount thus allowed, there will 
be required the sum of $9,339 24, which [recommend shall 
be added to the estimate (page 48 of printed estimates) for 
the service of the year ending June 30, 1860, for commis- | 
sions at the rate of two and a half per cent. to such super- || 
intendents as are entitled to the same under the proviso to | 
the act of March 3, 1851, and be included in the appropria- | | 
on bill. 
In making this recommendation, it affords me pleasure | 
to bear witness to the promptness of Mr. Peaslee in paying 
the money into the ‘Treasury, and the confidence thus man- 
ifested by him in the Government, instead of retaining the 
amount to await the event of the suit. | 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
HOWELL COBB, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Hon. R. M.'T. Honter. Chairman of the Committee on | 
Finances, Senate of United States, Washington, District 
of Columbia. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I find, upon 
having examined into this case, slightly, it is true, 
but sufficiently to satisfy myself in regard to it, 
that it presents itself peculiarly to the considera- 
tion of the Senate. I certainly would not be a 
volunteer to take up the cause of New England | 
if | did not think it had justice, without any re- 
gard to the troubles that may now be considered 
toexist. The late collector at Boston, finding that 
he had a disputed account with the Government 
in regard to what was justly due him, and having | 
the power, as mostof those having accounts with || 
the Government have done heretofore, to retain 
that part which was within his own control, in- | 
stead of keeping the money that he regarded to be 
due to himself, not being disposed to afford a 
ground for any question being raised as to the 
correctness of the administration of Mr. Pierce, 
who appointed him some years since; and being 
informed of the fact that there was then the case 
of Mr. Greely in court which involved precisely | 
the point at issue as to his right to retain the 
money that he conceived to be due to him, said 
at once that he would not hold on to the privi- | 
lege that he might have to keep that money which 
was in his hands, and becharged unjustly of being 
a defaulter, or have the Government slandered as | 
having defaulters in the public service, and he | 
said at once he would pay over the money that | 
was in his hands, and leave it to the decision of | 
the court to determine whether he was justly en- 
tided to itor not. That was the conduct of Mr. | 
Peaslee. 

The opinion of the court has been since given, 
and it appears that Mr. Greely was entitled to it, 
and the circumstances were the same. [tappears 
also that Mr. Peaslee had no disposition to press 
on the matter, but left to the Government the 
pore to recognize the facts as they were. It 

eing left so, Mr. Peaslees-having give up advan- 
tages which he possessed for the purpose of avoid- | 
ing any misconstruction or imputation, I cannot 
but think that if the matter be one of account, 
which is distinct and clear as to each item andas | 
to the whole amount, he ought to be paid what is 
due to him. 

The amendment, as I understand it, proposes | 
to strike out what the committee has hitherto 
allowed; for 1 believe the committee did allow 
that itought to be paid. It is opposed by the | 
chairman, who moves that it be stricken out. It 
was allowed by the House of Representatives, 
and it is now proposed that the Senate shall re- 
ject it, L eannot suppose that any Senator will, 
on reflection, ddject to vote that which is justly | 
due by the decisions of the court. It i8 not an 
unsettled account. It does not consist of items 
yet to be fixed and arranged; but it is an account 
that is admitted and becomes a matter of debt, || 


| 
| 








SS 


|| consideration, otherwise than as it was cited in the | 


| did operate on the subsequent. case. 


| place, applies the stipulated tests, comparisons, &c., and if 


because it is liquidated, it is distinctly shown to | 
be due; it amounts to so many dollars and so | 
many cents; and courts themselves, as well as 
the opinions of the highest and most reliable law- | 


|| yers that we have in the country, determine that | 
| this money is due and ought to be paid. 


I hope 
it will not be refused under these circumstances 
and in this instance, particularly when the person 
upon whom theequestion is raised sacrificed his 
own privileges in order that he might be clear of | 
the charge that he had ever taken a particle of 
advantage to secure to himself the possession of | 
this money. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President—— 

Mr. POWELL. I would inquire of the Senator 
from Maryland if this debate is to be continued? 
If so, [ shall move an adjournment. It is ap- 
parent that there is no quorum here. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is a quorum about 
the Chamber. 

Mr. POWELL. There may be, for all 1 know; 
but there is evidently not a quorum here. 

Mr.PEARCE. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire says that the act of 1852, the Light-house 
Board act, was considered by the court; and he | 
infers that from the fact that, in the citation of 


| cases which the Chief Justice has made, in a par- | 
|| agraph of four lines, he has put down the act of 


1852 ‘* 10 Statutes, 119, 120;’’ but it does not ap- | 
pear from one word of the decision or opinion 
of the court that that statute was brought into 


argument, because there is nowhere anything as 
to the construction or effect of that statute, and it 
is very manifest that the court had no reason to 
senile that statute. Mr. Greely’s term of ser- 
vice, all but a few months of it, was prior to the | 
creation of the Light-house Board. The Light- | 
house Board was organized in October, 1852; but 
it did not go into operation until the early part of 
the next year, when his term as cullector was 
aboutexpiring. Thecourt, therefore, had no oc- 
casion to consider what the operation of that stat- 
ute would be on his claim, because all that he had 
done was outside of that statute before the stat- 
ute went into operation. Therefore, though it is 
cited by the judge, it is manifest it could not op- | 
erate on his case. That is what I stated origin- | 
ally, that it could not operate on his case, but it 


The Senator seems to think that there isan issue 
of fact between us. He is informed one way, and 
I another. Now, I propose to read a memoran- | 
dum, which | obtained from some of the Light- 
house Board. 


* The practice of the Light-house Board, under the au- 
thority and by the approval of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, has been to advertise for proposals in the usual mode 
for furnishing oil and other supplies in general—materials 
for building, repairing, &c., and for construction in specific 
cases ; the bids received at this office are opened in public, 
the lowest responsible bid accepted when approved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. The contracts are made out 
either in this office or by the inspector or engineer of the 
district, as the case may be, having regard to the articles 
and their use, transmitted to the contractors direct for sig- 
nature, guarantee, bond, &c., and then returned by them 
to this office. When the articles are to be delivered, the 
light-house inspector, or the engineer, or one of the secre- | 
taries of the board, as the case may require, Attends at the | 





found to conform to the terms of the contract, are received. 
The bills or vouchers are then made out either by the in- 
specting office or at this office ; the certificate of the proper 
officer being signed, the bills are sent to the contractor, 
and the funds placed by the Secretary of the Treasury in | 
the hands of the nearest (ag, a general rule) collector of 

customs, who is a superintendent of lights. 

** By the rules and regulations of the board, approved by 
the Department, the certifying officer is the responsible | 
person.”? (See regulations under revenue laws, ‘Treasury 
Department, 1857, art. 1160, p. 664.) 

“The vouchers for all purchases made in the open market, 
in conformity to law and regulations, are made out, and 
duly certified by the light-house inspector of the district, or 
by the proper officer of the board, in the same manner that 
these are made out for larger amounts, and are presented 
to the superintendent for payment by the holder. 

‘The superintendcuts of lights (collectors of customs 


of certain districts) certify to the payment of salaries and 
| wages of light-house keepers, and seamen of light vessels, 


only within their respective light-house districts.” 


That is the statement furnished to me by the 
office. Here isa copy of an advertisement of the 


| Light-house Board for oil: 


“Sealed proposals will be received at this office until 
twelve o'clock, m., on Thursday, the Lith day of October 
next, for supplying the light-houze establishment with 
eighty thousand gallons of the best quality pure, winter- 
strained sperm ou, to be divided into three lots, and to be 
delivered,” &c. . ° * ® * * * 

“Every offer must be accompanied by a written guaran- | 
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| ibility he claims to have had about it. 


st 


tee, signed by one or more responsible persons, and known 
tothe Department as such, or certified by a United, States 
district judge, attorney, navy agent, or collector of the cus 

toms, to the effect that, if the bid or bids be accepted, the 
bidder or bidders will duly execute a contract in good faith, 
according tothe provisions and terms of this advertisement, 
within ten days after acceptance ; and that, in case the said 
party or parties offering shall fail to enter into the contract 
as aforesaid, he or they guaranty to make good the differ 

ence between the offer of the said party or parties and the 
next lowest bidder. All bids must be sealed, and indorsed 
* Proposals for oil for light-houzes,’ and then placed in an- 
other envelope and directed, prepaid, to the secretary of 
the Ligbi-house Board, Washington city.”’ 


Then follows the form of the offer, and then 
the guarantee, and then the certificate. So I think 
| am justified in asserting that these are not pre- 
vared by the collector, but by the Light-house 

Joard, as they ought to be; because the law has 
made it their duty to perform them. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to state to Sena- 
tors present that, when my attention was first 
called to this matter, it was by Mr. Peaslee him- 
self; and from the statement made to me by him, 
I did not perceive that there was any good reason 
why he should not be paid; and when the matter 
came up in our committee, it being understood 
that it was merely a provision in pursuance of the 
decision in the case of Mr. Greely, and to carry 
out that, as it was termed, no objection was made, 


| and it passed. Subsequently, however, the atten- 
| tion of the chairman of the committee was called 


to the remarkable and striking difference between 
this case and that of Mr. Greely, and he investi- 
gated it; and I also investigated it, so far as to 
satisfy myself not only that Mr. Peaslee had no 
claim to these $9,000, but that he had absolutely 
received some twelve thousand dollars which he 
ought never to have received at all, and that he 
ought to be at least satisfied with that. 
The distinction between the two cases is a very 
palpable one. Mr. Greely performed valuable 
and important services, and incurred serious and 
heavy responsibilities, under the direction of the 
Government. He made large purchases of mate- 
rials for places outside of his district, disbursed 
the money, and saw to the whole thing himself; 
and when the matter came up for consideration 
by the Supreme Court, after his death, they de- 
cided that for those matters outside of his district, 
in which he had incuwed these responsibilities, 
and performed these valuable services and labors, 
he ought to be paid according to the rate which 
was fixed for onl services. But the point to which 
our attention was called, which distinguished the 
cases, has been stated by the chairman. About 
the time Mr. Greely went out of office, the Light- 
house Board was established. After that, they 
did all the work; they made the contracts; they 
made the purchases; they did everything, in point 
of fact, in relation to the matter—everything of any 
consequence; they drew the vouchers, and drew 
everything, all but this. When they had got all 
done, and came to pay the bills, they drew, in favor 
of Mr. Peaslee, a draft on the sub-Treasury in 
3oston, payable to his order, with which to pay 
the bills and pass them over to the people entitled 
to them. So that, with regard to the purchases, 
with regard to the contracts, with regard to every- 
ihing in relation to doing the work, Mr. Peaslee 
had nothing to do with it atall; but when the time 
came to pay the money, the draft was made on the 
sub-Treasury, because he was there in Boston as 
collector, and all he did, was to hand over the 
money in that way; and that is all the respons- 


I had it 
out of his own mouth. 

My friend [Mr. Crank] shakes his head. I 
put the question distinctly to him: ** Did you do 
anything in relation to this matter? Was there 
not this broad distinction between you and Mr. 
Greely, that the drafts were made payable to you, 
and that you only passed over the money?” Said 
he: ** Yes; but l incurred serious responsibilities, 
and came very near losing $50,000 in one case.”’ 
Lasked him how. ‘ Why,” said he, ‘I like to 


| have paid it toa wrongman,to theassignee, when 
| it had not been assigned;’’ and therefore he came 


very near losing it; but he did not pretend to me 
that he had done anything, or incurred any re- 


| sponsibility, except simply to receive drafts that 
| were drawn in his favor, indorse them, get the 


| 


money, and pay the bills. If 1 misrepresent hin, 
he is here, and can explain it to the Senator from 
New Hampshire; for | would not misrepresent 
anything he said to me on the subject. 
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Mr. CLARK. He has done it since I spoke; 


and I will tell you what he said. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. If there is anything more, 


[do not know what it is; and if there is, it is 
nothing more than making out vouchers, certainly, 
because, if we may trust the Light-house Board, 
they do everything in relation to these purchases. 
There is a distinction between the cases, and it is 
evident to me that for simply paying over money 
for contracts made by others, and purchases made 


by others, and responsibilities assumed by others, | 


$12,000 is quite enough. My judgment is, that he 
ought to be obliged to pay that back, if he could 
be compelled to pay it back. That is my opinion. 

I looked at the decision; I looked at the law. 
I do not mean to go over an argument; but I ex- 
amined the case to my own satisfaction, and came 
to the conclusion, as a lawyer, that he did not 


come within the decision on which he founds his || land, if they want toimpose the responsibility of 


claim. It was a mistake of Secretary Cobb ever 
to suppose that he did. As to his conduct in re- 


lation to paying over this money, and not stand- | 


ing out and keeping it back in his own hands, 
and subjecting himself to a lawsuit, as he was 
going out of the country, he acted like an upright, 
an honorable, and an honest man, as I believe him 
to be, and agentleman. I think highly of him as 
a raan, so faras | know anything about him; and 
as an officer, | am willing to give him all credit; 


but I am not willing that the Government should || 
pay him, as it did, his $6,400 a year, and then | 
pay him $12,000 additional for just receiving this | 


money and paying it over, and then $9,000 more 
on that. 


Mr. CLARK. I have no doubt the Senator | 
from Maryland and the Senator from Maine have | 
both unintentionally fallen into a mistake in re- | 
gard to this matter. I desire to say that the col- | 


lector of customs performed all the duties as 
superintendent of lights within his own district 
free of charge. These are charges for services 
verformed out of his district. ‘The Senator from 
Maine knows this gentleman as well as ldo. He 
knows that he is a man on whom every reliance 
can be placed. I stated in the Senate not an hour 
ago 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I know nothing of him 
except from reputation, and that is what I have 
stated. ' 

Mr. CLARK. I will take the reputation the 
Senator from Maine has just passed upon. I 
stated here, half an hour ago, in the Senate, that 
he executed these contracts. I state it now. The 
Senator from Maryland thought he did not. Mr. 





Peaslee is in the Senate, and since I made that | 


declaration, he assures me it is entirely true that 
he did execute the contracts. 


Mr.FESSENDEN. Did he make them? Did || 


he draft them? 

Mr. CLARK. No, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. They were drawn and 
sent to him. 

Mr. CLARK. They were drawn and sent to 
him, and he was made the responsible party to 
execute them. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Merely to sign. 

Mr. PEARCE, How to execute? 


Mr. CLARK. To sign the contract; that is | 


what I call the execution of a contract. 

Mr, FESSENDEN. Is his name to them? 

Mr. CLARK. I did not mean the mere draft- 
ing the contracts. I said they were sent to him, 
and he sometimes sent them back to be corrected 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Is Mr. Peaslee’s name 
attached to them ? 

Mr. CLARK. Iunderstand so. I havea letter 
from his deputy saying that he executed these 
contracts, in my hand here. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. He isnotresponsible for 
them. They are merely sent to him to be exe- 
cuted. 


Mr. PEARCE. The difference between us 
»robably 1s this: the secretary of the Light-house 
Board informed me that he did witness the execu- 
tion of these papers, he certifying the papers. 
They were executed in his presence; but that is 
not the execution of the contracts. The contracts 
of the Light-house Board are made and prepared 
in their office. They are executed by the party, 
1 understand, in the presence of the collector, who 
ceytifies that they are executed; that is what the 
Senator calls executing them, for certainly in no 
other sense could he execute them. He cannot 
be made a party to them; the law does not author- 
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° : 8 : “e par } 
| izehim. The Light-house Board make a contract | they have construed the statutes from 1829dow, 
|| on the part of the United States; the collector wit- || to 1853, a year after the Light-house Boa, vrs 
‘nesses the execution by the contractors; and that 


is what the Senator means, I suppose. 
Mr. CLARK. I am sorry to be in disagree- 
ment with the Senator from Maryland; but I have 


| the distinct statement of the collector that he did 
execute these contracts; and | have here a letter 


from another gentleman, who was his deputy at 
the same time, in which he says that they were 


**executed on the part of the Government by the 
collector.”’ 


cuted the contracts. I think, when it comes di- 


rectly to the practice of the Light-house Board, | 


the statement of these men is to be taken, that 
they did execute it; and now I ask the Senator 
from Maine, and I ask the Senator from Mary- 


executing these contracts and disbursing this 
money, on this man, under the decision of the 


court, and then refuse him his pay? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senator has put a | 
| question to me, I will answer. 


Mr. CLARK. I did not put any question. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. You asked the Senator 
from Maine if he wanted to do a certain thing, 
and I was about to answer. 

Mr. CLARK. I| put the statement in that a 
but if the gentleman wishes to answer, very well. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


gree of responsibility. 


| 
Mr. CLARK. | have toreply to that, that Mr. | 


Peaslee came into office in 1853, and went out of 
office in 1857; and the suit against Greely was not 
brought until 1857, after it was known perfectly 


| to the Government what Mr. Peaslee did, and 


that, understanding his whoie duties, knowing 
what he claimed, and after he had gone out of 
office, when this suit was pending, the Govern- 
ment said to him, if that suit should result in fa- 
vor of Mr. Greely, he should receive his money 
back. 

Mr. PEARCE. The Secretary of the Treasury 


| —not the Government. 5 


Mr. CLARK. I speak of the officers of the 


Government, of course. 


Mr. PEARCE. He could not bind the Gov- | 


|| pay them, that he wasat liberty to employ adifferentagency, 


ernment. 

Mr. CLARK. I speak of the officers of the 
Government, who were acting for the Govern- 
ment, and who were dealing with Mr. Peaslee in 
this matter. Now, so far from it having been true 
that Mr. Peaslee did not perform these merito- 
rious services for the Government, in addition to 
them he disbursed all the funds for building the 
marine hospital in the port of Boston, within his 
district, for which he made no charge. 

Mr. PEARCE. The law did not allow any. 

Mr. CLARK. It was nota duty which he was 
bound to do; he assumed it voluntarily for the 
Government. More than that: he purchased the 
furniture for the marine hospital at San Francisco, 
shipped and sent it there without any charge, at 
the request of the Government; and now, when 
heasks to be paid, under this decision of the court, 


after he has paid in his money, the Government 


is caviling about it. I think he has a clear case, 
in which this money ought to be paid. The Sec- 
retary has estimated for it. The House of Rep- 
resentatives have passed it, and allowed him the 
money; and I hope the Senate will not strike it 
out. i do not want to detain the Senate, for it is 
getting late. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. I shall detain the Senate 
on this question but a very few moments. | have 
examined this case of Greely which has been re- 
ferred to, and I confess I am surprised that the 
Senator from Maine and the Senator from Mary- 
land have come to the conclusion that they have: 
that it is not a case in point here. If it is not, I 
think it will be difficult to find one case that would 
be a precedent in another. The portion of this 
case read by the Senator from Maryland is what 
the defendant offered to prove upon his plea of 
set-off. 

The court, in giving the opinion, did not put it 
upon the grows that any services such as are 
recited in this plea constituted the foundation of 
the claim, but placed it entirely upon the con- 
struction of the law granting commissions of two 
and a half per cent. for disbursing the funds, and 
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I think the Senator from Maryland | 
will say that these two men best know who exe- || vas 
| ceeded to draw their inferences from the 





I say the manner in | 
| which he executed them, if you choose to use 
that term, imposed on him not the slightest de- | 














reenact 
SS 





February 25, 


eae 





Oard 
was passed. Now, the Senator from \ te 


| supposes that the Supreme Court did note gand 
| th@ act. In the latter portion of the ¢ 
that read by the Senator from New Ha 
|| they go onand state the acts which they have 


Consider 
ase from 
Mpshir é 


Con. 


strued. On page 473 they say: 
“ The same provisions are contained inthe a 
tion acts of 1852, (9 Stat., 608,) 1852, (10. Stat. 
1853, (10 Stat., 200.) 
That comes down to a year after t} 
house Board act was passed. The C 
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ination of these statutes; and it seems to me to be 


conclusive on this case. 


“ The just and fair inference from these acts of ¢ 
taken together, is, that no discretion is left to the head of 
Department to allow an officer who has a fixed compensa. 
tion any credit beyond his salary, unless the service he | :. 
performed is required by existing laws, and the remunen 
tion for them fixed by law. It was undoubtedly within al 
power of the Department to order this collector, and Sear 
other collector in the Union, to purchase the artieje ». 
quired for light-house purposes in their respective gjc 
tricts, and to make the necessary disbursements theresa; 


That is what Mr. Peaslee did withou 
compensation in his own district. 

Mr. BRAGG. ‘That is denied. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. No, sir: 


“And for such service he would be entitled to no com. 
pensation beyond his salary as collector, if that salary ; se 
ceeded $2,500 a year.”’ es 


This is in one district; but gentlemen seem t 
forget that Mr. Peaslee was superintendent of 

ublic lights for more districts than his own, and 
it is for disbursements outside of his own distric: 
that the law gives him this claim on the Gover). 
ment. Now, listen: 


*« But the Secretary was not bound to intrust this seryjre 
to the several collectors. He had a right, if he supposed 
the public interest required it, to have the whole servic: 
performed by a single agent ; for while the law authorizes 
him to exact this service from the several collectors, jt a 
the same time evidently authorizes him to commit the 
whole to an agent, or agents, other than the collectors, by 
regulating the commission which an agent shall receive, 
and appropriating money for payment of commissions of 
two and a half per cent. upon the whole amount authorized 
to be expended in the service. And as the collectors would 
by law be entitled in some cases to nothing, and in others 
to the small sum above mentioned, if the service was per 
formed by them in their respective districts, it is very clear, 
from the cominissions allowed, and the appropriations to 


ONgTess, 


tor,” 


any 


and pay the commissions given by the law whenever lie 
supposed the public would be better served by this arrange- 
ment. 

‘* And the case, as assumed in the record, is precisely 
that case. ‘he Secretary had no right, under the laws upon 
this subject, to order this or any other collector to periorm 
this duty for all the light-house and collection districts.” 


Tiat is the point in the case. 


** The law has divided it among them, and the executive 
department had no right to impose it upon one. But he had 
a right, as we have said, to employ an agent instead of the 
collector or collectors of the several districts ; and if be did 
employ one, the law fixed the compensation and appro- 
priated the money to pay it. He was not forbidden to em- 
ploy a revenue officer for this purpose ; and, so far as his 
services were performed for other districts, he stood in the 
same relation to the Government as any other agent.” 

Now, the fact is, that Mr. Peaslee performed 
these services in his own district without com- 
pensation. Outside of his district, he was ap- 

ointed as superintendent of lights; and under the 
aw and under this decision, he is entitled to com- 
pensation for disbursements, at two and a hall 
percent. Itis upon this decision that the De- 
partment has recommended it; and I think the 
case makes out a distinct liability on the part 0! 
the Government that we cannot get over. 

Mr. CLARK. I omitted to state that the ac- 
counts of Mr. Peaslee had been adjusted and 
allowed at the Treasury Department. I haves 
copy of the report of the First Auditor, which I 
will send to the Secretary to have read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, | 
First Avprror’s Orrice, April 20, 1850. 
(No. 137268.) BR 

I hereby certify that I have examined and adjusted tl 
account between the United States and Charles H. Peas . 
late superintendent of lights for the district of Boston an’ f 
Charlestown, Massachusetts, and find that the sum © 
$21,339 24 is due from the United States to bim for commis” 
sions, at two and a half per centum, on $953,569 96, bein’ 


the amount of moneys disbursed by him on account ome 
light-house establishment outside of the district of Bosto' 


and Charlestown from April 1, 1853, to” April 1, 185°. al- 


lowed in pursuance of the decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, December term, 1858, in the case o! janes 
C. Converse, administrator of Philip Greely, jr., decea-* 
plaintiff in érror, vs. The United States, and as directed ») 


the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, under date of April 7, 180°, 
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giz: $859,569 96, at two and a half per centum, $21,339 24, 


as appears from the statement and vouchers transmitted for 

» decision of the Commissioner ot Customs herewith. 
re T. L. SMITH, First Auditor. 
To the COMMISSIONER OF Customs. 

Mr. CLARK. 
that here there is an account adjusted, allowed 

and fixed at the Department, of which part has 
been paid, and now we ask for the balance as it 
is adjusted there. 

Mr. PEARCE. The Senator has not shown 
us yet that the collector performed these duties. I 
cay he did not, and could not; because the law im- 
oses them on others. What if he did super- 
‘ntend the building of a marine hospital and pur- 
chase the furniture for it: it is not pretended that 
he can claim any compensation for that under this 
appropriation of two and a half per cent. com- 
missions for disbursements as superintendent of 
lichts. If he has a claim on that, let him make 
it and get what he can; but as for the case being 
saralle! to that of Greely, it is utterly impossible, 
vecause the law appointed a different set of agents, 
and because I had the testimony of those agents 
directly that they perform the duty which the 
jaws impose on them, and the collector does not. 
He paid, it is true, accounts which the Light- 
house Board had contracted, and he certified the 
bonds, and witnessed them, I suppose, and in 
that sense only can he be said to have executed 
them. 

The law requires, and the fact is that these ac- 
counts are all executed by the Light-house Board. 
The collector has no right to bind the Government 
in that way; but all he has to do is to witness 
them himself, to certify them as having been exe- 


cuted by the parties in his presence; and that is, | 


lL have no doubt, what the deputy called ‘* exe- 
cuting ’’—seeing them executed; thatistheamount 
of it. But he has no claim. The meritorious 
service performed by Mr. Greely was recited by 
the court, and taken from the record which was 
brought up to the Supreme Court, and made the 
foundation of their decision; for in the court below 
they rejected the evidence of this meritorious ser- 
vice, and the Supreme Court reversed it on the 
ground that the evidence of this meritorious ser- 


vice ought to have been received, and so sent the | 


case back to the court below. ‘That is the founda- 
tion of thedecision that he had performed services, 
and the testimony of his having performed it ought 
to have been received. 

Mr.CLARK. Ido notunderstand performance 
as the Senator does, but will not delay the Senate 
how. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from .Mary- 
land, 

Mr. CLARK. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 2], nays 9; no quorum 
voung, 

YEAS~—Messrs. Baker, Bingham, Bragg, Collamer, Doo- 
little, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Johnson 
of Tennessee, King, Morrill, Pearce. Polk, Simmons, Sum- 
ner, ‘Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilkinson—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Green, Hale, 
Lane, Latham, Powell,and Wilson—9. 


Mr. HALE. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to offer a resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
for information. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed 
to inform the Senate if the pay of the master workmen at 
the several navy-yards, or any of them, has been varied 
from a per diem compensation to an annual salary; and if 
80, When that was done; how many master workmen at 
each yard have been thus varied; what was the necessity 


of the change; and by authority of what law was the 
change made. 


; Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. | object to the 
esoiution, 

Mr. LATHAM. I desire to offer a resolution, 
and if it is objected to, I will let it lie over. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It cannot be passed, as 
there is not a quorum. 

Mr. LATHAM. | ask unanimous consent. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is no quorum 
present, 

Mr. LATHAM. Then, 1 give notice that I 


shall offer it to-morrow morning. 


Mr. POWELL. I move that the Senate ad- 


journ, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. On that question I ask 
or the yeas and nays. There is a quorum pres- 


Let it be read 


I have only this further to say: | 











| ered now. 


| consideration. 


| is on the motion of the Senator from Kentucky, 
| that the Senate adjourn; on which the yeas and || 


| Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, | 


| King, Latham, Morrill, Rice, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, 
| Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—2s, 


| been counting them. I think it is outrageous for 


| we are getting on. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| suggest that there is no quorum voting. 


| without a quorum, and keep those who are will- 
| ing to sithere and attend to the business, for eight 


| will make a quorum. 





ent. Gentlemen who made speeches on this ques- 


tion and some of whom are present, do not choose | 
to vote. I ask for the yeas and nays on the ques- || 
tion of adjournment. {| 
Mr. LATHAM. I hope the resolution I offered || 
will be read for information. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Secretary || 
will read it for the information of the Senate. 1} 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 
Resolved, That on and after the 26th instant, the Senate 


take a recess daily, till Congress adjourns, from five, p. m., 
to seven, p. m. 


Mr. PEARCE. 


1 object to its being consid- | 


i} 


Mr. LATHAM. Ido no not ask its present 


‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || 





nays have been asked for. 
“he yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 
taken, resulted—yeas 6, nays 28; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Bragg, Hemphill, Johnson of Arkansas, | 
Pearce, Polk, and Powell—6. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham, Cameron, | 


Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Kennedy, | 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I understand this is the 


last amendment, or the last but one, to be offered; 
and we had better finish this bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
Mr. POWELL. There has not, except when 


the roll was called, been a quorum within the | 
Chamber for three hours, I believe, for I have 


Senators to absent themselves so as to leave us 


hours in this Chamber. I hope that the Senate 
will vote upon the bill, adjourn, or do something. 
It is absolutely disgraceful to the Senate, the way 

Mr.GREEN. I desire to ask whether my vote 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate 
has refused to adjourn; and the question before 
the Senate is on the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. GREEN. I voted on that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will again call the roll on that amendment. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will inquire if the rules 
of the Senate do not require all Senators to vote. 
I ask that the rule be read which requires all Sen- 
ators to vote; and, if it is the rule of the Senate, 
I think it should be enforced. However, I will 








waive the call, as I understand there is a quorum || 


voting. 
The result was then announced—yeas 26, nays 
9; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Bingham, Bragg, Cameron, Chan- 





| dler, Collamer, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, 


Foot, Foster, Grimes, Harlan, Johnson of Tennessee, Ken- 


| nedy, King, Morrill, Pearce, Polk, Simmons, Sumner, ‘Ten 


Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilkinson—26. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Clark, Green, Hale, Hemp- 


| hill, Latham, Powell, Rice, and Wilson—9. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
to offer. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poux.)*| 


Will the Senator from Maryland pause a moment \ 


until the Senate can come to order? It is impos- 
sible to transact business unless the Senate come 
to order. The Chair begs Senators to take their 
seats, and let us have that kind of order which will || 


enable us to go on with business with dispatch || 
and understandingly. | 
Mr. PEARCE. 1 have one other amendment, 
which I certainly would not offer to this bill at || 
this time if it were possible to have it applied to 
any other bill, or to get it through Congress at | 
this session. It relates to the law for taking the || 
census, and apportioning Representatives. 1 will | 
state, before sending it to the Chair, the obje 
it. The census act of 1850 directs the manner in || 
which the apportionment of Representatives shall 
be made; and it directs the population of the | 











I have one other amendment || 


GLOBE. 


_number of the House of Representatives. 
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country to be divided by two hundred and thirty- 
three, to obtain the ratio of representation, to say 
nothing of fractions for the present. Now, sir, 
since the act of 1850 was passed, some new States 
have been admitted into the Union; and instead 


| of there being two hundred and thirty-three Rep- 


resentatives in the House of Representatives, as 
there were at that time, there are two hundred and 
thirty-eight. I wish to make the number by which 
the population of the United States shall be di- 


| vided, so as to get the ratio of representation 


divisibie by the present number of Representa- 
tives in the House of Representatives, two hun- 


| dred and thirty-eight, instead of two hundred and 
| thirty-three; and I will state frankly to the Senate 


why Ido so. I have presented to them one con- 
sideration; and I have stated that is the present 
Ido 
not want to reduce them; and if that ratio be 
adopted, it will have the effect of allowing several 
States in the Union, which otherwise would lose 
one member, to retain that member. ‘There are 
two hundred and thirty-eight members in the 
House. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man if he gains one for Maryland, and whether 
we have got to lose one in Vermont? 

Mr. PEARCE. No; you will not lose any by 
the operation of my amendment. I will tell the 


| Senator frankly what States will save a member 
|| by it: New York will save one, Maryland one, 


There is a || South Carolina one 


| quorum here; and [ hope gentlemen will vote, and || 
| let us put the bill on its passage. 





Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr. President, 
if the Senator will allow me, I do not think the 
rule ought always to be to suit the strong and 
prostrate the weak. If any change in the old law 
he made, as applied to the strong, and it certainly 
would not otherwise be made 

Mr. PEARCE. If my friend will allow me, I 
did not yield the floor; | have not finished my 
remarks, 

This proposition will prevent the State of New 
York losing one member, Maryland losing one, 
South Carolina losing one, and Kentucky losing 
one. I forget the other State; there are five. 
With this explanation, I send the amendment to 
the Chair, and ask that it be read. 

Mr. CLARK. 1 will inquire of the Senator if 
States will lose one by that proposition ? 
Mr. PEARCE. Itdoes not occasion any single 
State to lose one; but it includes States with large 





an 


fractions. My own State would gain one Rep- 
| resentative. We have a fraction of over sixty 
| thousand. 





The Secretary read the amendment, to insert 
the following as a new section: 
And be it further enacted, That instead of using the num- 


| ber two hundred and thirty-three, which is prescribed by 


the twenty-fifth section of the **Act providing for the taking 
of the seventh and subsequent censuses of the United 
States, and to fix the number of the members of the House 
of Representatives, and to provide for their future appor- 
tionment among the several States,’ as a divisor by which 
iv determine the ratio of representation of each State in the 
Congress of the United States, a number corresponding with 
and equal to the number of Representatives from the sev- 
eral States composing the House of Representatives at the 
time of declaring the apportionment, shall hereafter be used 
as the divisor by which the ratio of representation shall be 
determined ; and that the loss in the number of members 
caused by the fractions remaining in the several States on 
the division of the population thereof, shall be compensated 
for by assigning to so many States having the largest frac- 
tions, one additional member each for its fraction, as may 
be necessary to make the whole number of Representatives 
equal to the number composing the House of Representa 

tives of the United States at the time of the apportionment. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will say, in 
regard to this amendment—and I think it is enti- 
tled to the consideration of Senators—that there is 
a rule upon the subject, which has been acted upon 
for some considerable time, arranging the repre- 


| sentation of the different States in the House of 


Representatives. ‘Phat rule, if adhered to, as it 
was first introduced by Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, in 
the House of Representatives, is fair and just. It 
has been adhered to hitherto; but now, when it is 
found, in the action of that rule—although framed 
for the benefit of the heavier and stronger States, 
as I have thought; but I will not throw an impu- 
tation against him‘on that point—when it is found 
that it will fall now, whether it did then or not, 
against the heavier and stronger States, we are 


|| asked to change the rule, so as to give the frac- 
ct of || tions against the weaker States, I think such a 


proposition is not consistent with the sense of jus- 
tice, either of this or the other side of the Cham- 
ber. That is what I do not like; and for ove, rep- 
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resenting, as I do, one of the weaker States, I am | 


not willing to see such an amendment adopted | 
to-night. 

Sir, if our present rule is continued, I think it 
will be found that Arkansas will be among those 


the fraction which belongs to my own State is 

very large. Arkansas has more than doubled its | 
population, and yet receives no accession but one 
in its representation. Ido not like it. If that | 
fraction is to be gobbled up by a bigger State, and | 
that bigger State is the State of Maryland, | do | 
not like it. It is not fair; and I do not believe | 
that the Senate will adopt it. 1 do not think it is 
right. The population of the State I represent | 
here has more than doubled since 1850, and she | 








to ask the Senator a question, and it is this: | 


whether, in contemplating these fractions, the 
fraction which belongs to the State of Arkansas 
is entirely excluded? Will he tell me how small 


g | that fraction is, that it has no consideration? I 
having the largest fractions. It will be found that || 


j 


is now entitled to more than double the repre- || 


sentation on the floor of the House of Represent- | 


atives, when this apporionment and this census || 


shall be carried into operation. It cannot be car- | 
ried into operation until the next Congress; and | 
yet I know full well that my State will have the | 
benefit of being double in its population, it will | 
not have the benefit of having its representation 

increased in proportion. 1 think, therefore, this | 


believe it to be largely over one half what would 
entitle us to a Representative. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
it is so much as that, she gets a Representative for 
it. Every State that hasa fraction over a half will 
get a Representative for it. 

‘' Mr. FESSENDEN. I am exceedingly sorry 
to have this proposition introduced at this stage; 
for the chairman of the committee must perceive 
that by it he imperils the bill, as we are going to 
have a long debate upon it. Itis simply a prop- 
osition, because certain States happen to have 
large fractions, to increase the number of mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives, by which 
they may get an additional Representative. 
idea is, that we must take our luck as it comes 
along with reference to those things; and it is 
hardly worth while to change the number fixed 


| by law on great considerations, simply because it 


rule, having been made at first, should be adhered || 


to to the last, and there should be no change made 
in it in order to suit some of the strong and pow- 
erful States. 

Now, this is the position in which I find myself 
here, representing my own State. My represent- | 
ative — with you will be very short; it is | 
limited to an hour; but, in that space of time, | 
do not wish to see my State curtailed. Now, 
will Senators agree by changing the regulation as 
to fractions, that there shall be transferred a rep- 
resentation to one member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives from one Siate to another? I know, | 
if it is done, that increased representation will 
be obtained by a State that is not entitled to it b 
the regular rule that has existed heretofore. Such 
must be the result, if we agree to the alteration 
and change that is now proposed to be made in 
the present law. I do not believe that sucha 
change can be made. In this state of the case, 
and with this feeling, I protest that Senators shall | 
not change the rule to suit the strong, and to pros- 
trate the weak. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Iam entirely certain that 
if my honored and distinguished friend from Ark- | 





made the remarks he has done. Iam sure he | 
entirely misapprehends the effect of the amend- | 
ment offered by my colleague. Iam entirely sure 

that he is one of the very last members of the Sen- | 
ate who would be willing, in any possible state of | 
the case, to put the minority States, as they now | 
stand, in a worse position than they are. The 


a rule that will apply equally to the States of the 
North, and which does not decrease her repre- | 
sentation here. So far as the effect of the amend- 
ment offered by my honorable colleague operates | 
upon the representation of the State of Maryland, | 
I leave for him to explain, who, I am perfectly 
sure, can enlighten my friend from Arkansas very 
much better thanI can, It has exactly the oppo- 


site effect, as I understand it, from the views that || 





my friend from Arkansas has submitted, and I | 
trust that he will not continue his opposition to | 
this amendment. 

Mr. PEARCE. I desire to sa 
eral fractions will be represented in the House of | 
Representatives under the law as it stands, en- | 
acted in 1850. The operation of my amendment | 
is to increase the number of members in the | 
House by the addition of five, which brings it up 
to its present number—two hundred and thirty- 
three oie the number in 1850. Now, this in- 
crease will represent five more fractions, and those | 
fractions will be divided, as I said before, between 
New York, Illinois, Maryland, South Carolina, | 
and Kentucky. Two additional members, by the 
operation of the amendment, will be given to two 


large States; three additional members will be || h 


given to three of the smaller States; but in no 
single case does it diminish the rate of represent- 
ation of any one of the States of the Union, large 
or small. It does not diminish the representation 
of Arkansas; or that of any other State; but sim- | 
ly gives five additional members for the large | 
ractions found in New York, Illinois, Maryland, 
South Carolina, and Kentucky. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I should like | 





only this: sev- || 


, way or the other. 


happens that some States will have the advan- 
tage of it. I have no objection to its going one 


| rule we have adopted, and take the law as it is. 
| At all events, | hope we shall not endeavor to 


| change it b 


| with great care. 


putting, at this hour of the night, on 
an appropriation bill, legislation of this import- 
ance, Certainly, it would want to be considered 
It comes upon us by entire sur- 
prise. Senators have had no chance to look into 
it in any shape or form. It ought to be referred 


| to a committee, and considered carefully before 


ansas understood this case, he would not have | 
' 
} 
} 





it is adopted; certainly, when we change a well- 
considered system, or attempt to change it in this 
way. I hope, therefore, that it will be rejected 
by the Senate. 

Mr. POWELL. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ;and upon that I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We can dispose of this 
bill in a short time. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. KENNEDY. [ask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senate have just 
refused to order the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question, 
and declared that the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. POWELL. There is no quorum voting. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Is it not competent that I 
should ask for the yeas and nays at any time? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Picks will 
state to the Senator that the yeas and nays were 
demanded, and refused. The question is on the 


/ amendment of the Senator from Maryland. 
State of Maryland is asking you simply to adopt || 


The question being put, there were on a divis- 
ion—ayes 1], noes 20; no quorum voting. 
Mr. KENNEDY. I move that the Senate do 


_ now adjourn. [** Oh, no!”’ 


Mr. POWELL. [ask my friend from Mary- 
land to withdraw that motion. I move that the 
Sergeant-at-Arms be ordered to go for absent Sen- 
ators. We have been here for four hours with- 
out a quorum, I believe, except fora few moments 
at a time. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 
tion. 

The Senate refused to adjourn; there being, on 
a division—ayes 5, noes 29. 

Mr. POWELL. If the Senate is to sit here 
until daylight, without a quorum to do business, 
I think it very hard upon those who are to sit in 
their seats and desire to do the business of the 
country. I now renew my motion that the Ser- 


Ido not withdraw my mo- 


'| geant-at-Arms be directed to go for absent Sena- 


tors. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iask for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment which was offered. There 
is a quoram here, if Senators will vote. 

Mr. POWELL. If my friend from Illinois will 
allow me, it was tried, and there was no quorum 


ere. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. They did not vote. - If we 
have the yeas and nays, and Senators will vote, 
we shall havea quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois asks for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment of the Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. HALE. I think the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky is in order; but I was going to 
suggest to the Senator, if he will allow me—— 


I hope we shall adhere to the || 
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The Senator is mistaken. If || itis more peremptory than the Senate 


My | 


| 
} 
| 


| 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


_ understood the Senator from Kentue 
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draw the motion for the purpose of hayine th 
o Me 


yeas and ye on the amendment. 
Mr.POWELL. No, sir;I did not w 
Mr. HALE. I want to suggest to 
from Kentucky, that the form in whi 


ithdraw it 
my frieng 
ch he puts 


i i : is int ie 
habit of doing. The ordinary message that : e 
: fd 


Senate sends to absent members is, that tho Ser 
geant-at-Arms be directed to request the attend. 
ance of absent Senators. al 

Mr. POWELL. Iam perfectly willing to mod 
ify my motion, and use the word “ request.” 

Mr. HALE. I hope it will be put in that form 

Mr.POWELL. I willdoit, withgreat eee 

Mr. COLLAMER. This question is not stax 
exactly as I understand it. I understood it to | 
ruled by the permanent Presiding Officer of .),, 
Senate, that if there was a quorum assembled 
the day ’ssitting, there was no power in the Senatp 
if they found themselves without a quorum after. 
wards, to compel Senators to attend, and he cannot 
do it. Therefore, it is a matter of form, merely 

My. PEARCE. Will the Senator from V¢;. 
mont allow me a moment? 

Mr. COLLAMER. Certainly. 

Mr. PEARCE. I perceive my amendment yi) 
ot be carried, and I will not detain the Senate oy 
account of it. If they will allow me, I wil! wi). 
draw it. [**Agreed!’’ ** Agreed !’’} 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed 
and the bill to be read a third time. 

Mr. POWELL. I made a motion that has yo: 
been disposed of, that the Sergeant-at-Arms be 
directed to notify absent Senators to appear in this 
Chamber. Evidently there has not been a quorum 
here for the last three hours. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is evidently a quo- 
rum here now. 

Mr. PEARCE. I really hope that motion will 
not be agreed to. I have been here since a litle 
after nine o’clock this morning until this hour, 
without food or refreshment of any sort, except 
a glass of cold water, and I do not want to be kept 
waiting for absent members. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
understood the Senator from Kentucky to with- 
draw the motion; but it seems he did not. The 
question, therefore, is on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
be directed to request the absent members of the 
Senate to attend its session forthwith. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire to put it to the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, as a practical 
man, as it is now almost eight o’clock, to with- 
draw that motion. There is evidently a quorum 
present. We are just ready to take a vote on the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. POWELL. I will demand the yeas and 
nays on my motion, and that will test the ques- 
tion whether there is a quorum. 

Several Senators. Let us have the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill. : 

in POWELL. Very well. Then I will ask 
for the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator withdraw his other motion? a 

Mr. POWELL. I am worn out by sitting here 
when there is no quorum present. | am tired o! 
it, and do not intend to submit to it any longer, 
without letting the country know who it is thet 
are absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator withdraw his motion? 

Mr. POWELL. I do; and ask for the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The bill was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the pa of the bill. 

Mr. LATHAM. On that question the yeas 
and nays are demanded. ' 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 4; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bragg, Cameron, 
Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Doolittle, Douglas, re 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Hemp!" 
Latham, Morrill, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Rice, 5ismon 
Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, 2 
Wilson—30. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Green, Johnson of Arkans3s, 
and King—4. 


So the bill was passed. 
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Mr. GREEN. I move to take up—— ; 

Mr. POWELL. Was there a quorum ae 
on the passage of the bill? [*‘*Oh, yes!’’) 

c not. 
- GREEN. I move to take up the Colorado 
bill, which lies upon the desk of the President. 

Mr. POWELL. I suggest that there was not 
a quorum voting on the passage of the bill. 

‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. Thirty-four 
Senators voted. 

Mr. POWELL. That is just half the number 
of Senators. There are thirty-four States. 

Mr. PEARCE. The other State has not sent 
Senators here yet. 

THE TARIFF. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had agreed to all the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill of the House (No. 338) to pro- 
vide for the payment of outstanding Treasury 
notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the 
duties on imports, and for other purposes, with 
the exception of the tenthamendment of the Sen- 
ate; and had agreed to the said tenth amendment 
with an amendment. 

Also, that the House insists upon its amend- 
ment to the said tenth amendment of the Senate 
to the bill, asks a conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and had ap- 
pointed Mr. Joun Suerman of Ohio, Mr. Joun 
S.Pue.ps of Missouri, and Mr. James K. Moor- 
Heap of Pennsylvania, managers at the same on 
the part of the House. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting, in answer to resolutions of 
the Senate, of the 17th and 18th of February, 
1858, a report of the Secretary of State, with the 
documents accompanying it, on the subject of the 
Aves Island; which, on motion of Mr. Foster, 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed, 


TERRITORY OF COLORADO. 


Mr. GREEN. I move to take up the bill to 
provide a territorial organization for the Territory 
of Colorado, for the purpose of making it the 
special order for to-morrow, at twelve o’clock; 
and I give notice I shall then bring up the bill for 
the organization of Dakota. I understand it is 
the desire of the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, at one o’clock, to take up an appropri- 
ation bill. I think I can get through with these 
territorial bills in half an hour. I want to send 
them to the House of Representatives to-morrow. 

ey eee DEN. Take them up at eleven 
0 ClOCK. 

Mr. WADE. Why not take them up now? 

Mr.GREEN. Iam willing totakethem up now, 
or I am willing to take them up at half past eleven 
o’clock to-morrow. I will say half past eleven 
o'clock to-morrow, if there be no objection. [** No 
objection!”?} Then I move that the bill for the 
organization of a territorial government for the 
Territory of Colorado be taken up, and made the 
special order for to-morrow at half past eleven 
o’clock. 

_ The motion was agreed to; and the further con- 
sideration of the bill (S. No. 366) to provide for a 
temporary government for the Territory of Colo- 
rado was postponed to and made the order of the 
day for to-morrow at half past eleven o’clock. 


DAILY RECESS. 
Mr. LATHAM. I desire to offer a resolution; 
and ask its present consideration: ' 


mene That the Senate take a recess daily, on and 
after the 26th of February, from five o’clock, p. m., toseven 
o'clock, p. m., until Congress adjourns. 


Mr. PEARCE, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poxx in 
the chair.) Objection being made, the resolution 
cannot be considered to-day. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
n't PEARCE. Now, I move to take up the 
be: making ee for the support of the 
rmy for the! iscal year ending the 30th of June, 
vo 
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PROCEEDINGS OF CONGR 























1862, that it may be the unfinished business for 
to-morrow at one o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 


sider the bill (H.R. No. 899) making a gee 
tions for the support of the Army fort 
ending the 30th of June, 1862. 


ne year 


MASTER WORKMEN OF NAVY-YARDS. 


Mr. HALE. I introduced a resolution of in- 
qurys a litle while ago, but the Sgnator from 
rkansas (Mr. Jounson] objected. He has with- 


drawn his objection, and consented that the reso- 


lution should pass. It is simply a resolution of 
inguiry. I hope it will be considered now. 

here being no objection, the following resolu- 
tion was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed 
to inform the Senate if the pay of the master workmen at 
the several navy-yards, or any of them, has been raised 
from the perdiem compensation to an annual salary; and, 
if so, when was itdone; how many master workmen at 
each yard have thus been raised ; what was the necessity 
ofthe change; and by what authority of what law was the 
change made. 

THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I rise for the 
purpose of es what has become of the res- 
olutions introduced by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN, } which provide fora 
settlement of the questions involved in the present 
crisis, which were to have been taken up to-day at 
one o’clock? I understand that subject was post- 
poned until one o’clock to-day, and I should like 
to know what has become of it. 
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Mr. SUMNER. There is no objection to this 
resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
is on the adoption of the resolution offered by the 


| Senator from Missouri. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will || 


inform the Senator from Tennessee that the un- 
finished business of yesterday—which was the 
appropriation bill just now disposed of—having 
priority, crowded that out. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I simply want 
to know when that a willcome up again. 
Is it subject to the call of a Senator, or does it lie 
over indefinitely ? What has become of #? I feel 
anxious to know how that question has been 
disposed of. 

Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator yield to me a 
moment? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Tennessee that it goes 
over, but it can be taken up on motion, as any 
other business. 

EXTRADITION CASE. 

Mr.GREEN. | offered a resolution ofinquiry, 
which was objected to under a mistake, with ref- 
erence to the case of Anderson, who was arrested 
in Canada. | ask that it be taken up now, and 
adopted. 

r. FESSENDEN. Not to-night. 

Mr.GREEN. There will be no debate upon 
it. If there is, I will let it lie over. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will not make any ob- 
jection to it, of course. 

The motion to take up the resolution was agreed 


0. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

r.GREEN. Let this resolution pass. 

Several Senators. Read the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Illinois insist on the motion to adjourn ? 

Mr.TRUMBULL, Yes, sir. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. How does the 
Senator get the floor to make the motion? 

Mr. GREEN. I was on the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Tennessee, that he un- 
derstood him to make his inquiry, and then, after 
that, the Senator from Missouri was recognized, 
and made a motion. That motion was put and 
carried; and then, pending the question upon the 
resolution which was taken up on that motion, 
the Senator from Illinois made a motion to 
adjourn. 


t 


— 
rg 


Mr. TRUMBULL. We have nof heard it read 


et. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let the resolution be read. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if not incompatible with the public interest, to 
communicate to the Senate a copy of any correspondence 
which may have taken place between this Government and 
that of her Britannic Majesty, and of any dispatches which 
may have been received from the United States minister at 
London, relative to the extradition of one Anderson, aman 
of color, charged with the commission of the crime of mur- 
der in the State of Missouri. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the Senate 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I believe I 
have the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the adjournment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I withdraw it, if the Sen- 
ator is on the floor. 

Mr: JOHNSON, of Tennessee. All I wish to 
say, in conclusion, is, that I hope the resolutions 
introduced by the Senator from Kentucky, which 
were the last subject under consideration, may be 
called up. The public has been advertised, and 
notice has been given, that a speech was to be 
made, and a reply, and [ am in hopes that that 
subject will not get the go-by. I fee! exceedingly 
anxious that the public should be gratified. This 
is all | wish tosay. I amin hopes that that sub- 
ject will be called up in time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Now, Mr. President, I 
renew my motion that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon, 
(at five minutes to eight o’clock) the Senate 
adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, February 25, 1861. 

The House met at ten o’clock, a. m. 

The Journal of Saturday last was read and 
approved. 

Mr. ELIOT. I ask unanimous consent that 
the Committee of the Whole be discharged from 
the further consideration of Senate bill No. 501. 

Mr.SHERMAN. The understanding was that 
we were togo into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the tariff this morning. 
I move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. SIOKLES. I ask the gentleman to give 
way to allow me to make a personal explanation. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will doso. , 

Mr. SICKLES. Mr. Speaker, at thg sitting 
of the House on the 19th of February, the hon- 
orable member from Ohio [Mr. Biaxe} presented 
a resolution of inquiry in reference to some acts 
attributed in the body of the resolution to a Sen- 
ator from Minnesota. I interposed an objection to 
the consideration of the resolution. I did so with- 
out any reference to the subject-matter, except so 
far as that I observed it proposed an inquiry upon 
the part of this House into the conduct of a mem- 
ber of the coérdinate branch of Congress, which 
I considered unconstitutional, unbecoming, and 
improper. That was the sole and-only reason of 
my objection. My attention has since been called 
to the fact that I interposed that objection by the 
honorable Senator referred to, and I have been 
requested by him to withdraw the objection, and 
to say to the honorable member from Ohio, that 
whenever he shall see fit to bring up the subject 
again, it will, at all events, encounter no objec- 
tion from the same source; and in doing this, I 
have not changed my original position as to the 
eperonriery of the introduction of such subjects 


ere, 
Mr. BLAKE. I desire to say a single wordin 
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reply to the gentleman from New York. In intro- | 


ducing that resolution | had no intention of cast- 
ing any imputauon upon the honorable Senator 


to whom he refers. I found,on examination, that | 


that gentleman had a claim of $24,300, which had 
been paid from the Winnebago annuity fund with- 
oul passing through the hands of the accounting 
officers of the Treasury. I designated it in the 
resolution as the claim of the assignee of Hon. 


Henry M. Rice, because I knew no other way of | 


designating it. I did not say that Mr. Rice had 
any connection with the matter whatever. i never 
thought of casting any imputation upon him; but 
I simply wished to inquire into the facts in regard 
to the abstraction of the sum of $24,300 from the 
annuities of the Winnebagoes, and the payment of 
it to a gentleman in the city of Washington with- 
out the claim passing the accounting officers of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. SiCKLES. I am very glad to hear from 
the gentleman from Ohio that he did not intend to 


cast any imputation upon the Senator from Min- | 


nesota. I will simply observe, in reference to the 
subject-matter of the resolution, that, having made 
some inguiry into it myself, 1 have only to say to 
the genuteman that, on inquiry at the proper De- 


partinent, he could, in five minutes, have obtained | 


all the information he desired. 
Mr. BLAKE. 


gentleman from New York, that [ made applica- 


tion at the proper Department, and when the re- | 


ort comes here from that Department, I shall beg 
lees to be heard in regard to it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I desire to say a few words 
in regard to this matter. The gentleman: from 
New York is mistaken, The resolution of the 
pennenes from Ohio did not propose an inquiry 

y this House. It merely called on the acting 


Secretary of the Interior for information as to the | 
reason why this money was paid over without | 
going through the hands of the regular accounting | 


officers. He assured me, soon after the resolution 
passed, that he intended no reflection on the Sena- 
tor from Minnesota, 1 am assured by the Sena- 
tor that he knows nothing of this transaction; 
that this claim against the Government, or the 
Winnebago Indians, was assigned by him ten 
ears ago. He was not aware that the money 
had been paid over. 
benefit or interest to him, directly or indirectly. 
For the information of my friend from Ohio, 
and of other gentlemen here, I will state that | 
have called at the Indian bureau, and made in- 
quiries in regard to this matter, and have been 
informed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


that money is repeatedly paid out in the same | 


way as this has been paid out. When the vouch- 
ers are received, they are submitted to the Second 
Auditor and acted on by him. This is done every 
day by the different Departments. This money 
does not come out of the Treasury of the United 
States, but out of the Indian trust fund—out of 


money which the Government owes to the Win- | 
nebago Indians—to pay a debt due by those In- | 


dians to the assignees of this claim. 

Mr. Greenwood, the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, also informed me that Senator Rice, 
through a false delicacy, (as the Commissioner 
termed it,) has never mentioned the subject of 
this claim to either the Secretary of the Interior 
or the Cémmissioner of Indian Affairs, since he 
has been a member of either branch of Congress; 
and the Commissioner also informed me that he 
had never, until very recently, given any atten- 
tion to or investigated this claim; that he had 
lately given ita thorough examination, and satis- 
fied himself that it is a just and honest claim. 

Mr. SICKLES. Iam glad that satisfactory 
explanation has been elicited. 


CRITTENDEN COMPROMISE. 


Mr. KILLINGER. I ask leave to present the 
memorial of two hundred and seventy-two citizens 
of Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, praying the 
adoption of the Crittenden compromise, or some 
other conciliatory measure. I ask that it be laid 
on the table. 

|t was so ordered. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF NATIONAL OBSERVATORY. 


Mr. HATTON, I ask unanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of nbatwoee 
the United esin C assembled, That so much of 
the act entitled “ An act to increase and regulate the pay 


TH 


i wish to say, in reply to the | 


He stated that it was of no | 








1869, as relates to the pay of the present Superintendeni of 


| the National Observatory, be so construed as to place that | 


officer on the same footing in respect to the amount of pay 
only, with the chiefs of bureaus in the Navy Department. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The tariff bill has 


| to go out of committee at one o’clock; and we are | 


now losing the time which should be devoted to 
it. I must object. 

Mr. HATTON. I hope the gentleman will not 
object, 


‘The question was taken on Mr. SHerman’s | 


motion; and it was agreed to. 
TARIFF BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Corrax in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the Senate amendments to the bill 


| CH. R. No. 338) to provide for the payment of 


outstanding ‘Treasury notes, to authorize a loan, 
to regulate and fix the duties on imports, and for 
other purposes; the question Leing on the eighth 
amendment of the Senate, to strike out the fol- 
lowing section: 


“ Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the faith of the | 


United States is hereby pledged tor the due paymentof the 
interest and the redemption of the principal of said stock.”? 


To which Mr. Pures had offered a pro forma | 


amendment. 
Mr. PHELPS. 


amendment. IT want no vote upon it, 


The amendment to the amendment was with- | 


drawn. 

The Senate amendment was cofcurred in. 

Ninth amendment: 

Section five, line two, strike out the words ‘ Octobe 
next,” and insert in lieu thereof the words ** April, 1861 ;’ 
so as to Jevy the new duties on the Ist of April, 1501. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by substituting the words ‘* July, 1861.” 
That will be the first day of the ensuing fiscal 
year; and I think that that is the proper time for 
it. L have no argument to make on the subject. 

Mr. MORRILL. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Missouri. Ifthe levy- 


7 


ing of these new duties is to be postponed tll the | 


Ist of July, we might as well postpone it fora 
whole year; for not only will the importations for 


the spring trade be made before July, but so also | 


will the importations for the fall and winter trade. 
I therefore hope the amendment of the gentleman 
from Missouri will not be agreed to. 
The question was taken on Mr. Puetps’samend- 
ment to the amendment; and it was not agrced to. 
The question recurred on the Senate amend- 
ment; and it was concurred in. 


Tenth amendment: 


Section five, line nine, &e., strike out the following: 
“On raw sugar, commonly called Muscovado or brown 
sugar, not advanced beyond its raw state by claying, boil- 
ing, clarifying, or other process, 1 cent per pound; on sirup 
of sugar, or of sugar cane, and concentrated molasses, or 
concentrated melado,| cent per pound ; on white and clayed 
sugars, when advanced beyond the raw state, not above 
number twelve, Dutch standard, by claying, boiling, clari- 
fying, or other process, and not yet refined, | cent per pound; 
advanced above number twelve, Duteh standard, and not 
yet refined, 14 cent per pound; omrefined sugars, whether 
loaf, lump, crushed, or pulverized, 2} cents per pound; on 
sugars, aiter being refined, when they have been tinctured, 
colored, or in any way adulterated, and on sugar candy, 5 
cents per pound; on confectionary of all kinds, not other- 
wise provided tor, 30 per centum ad valorem ; on molasses, 
4 cents per gallon: Provided, ‘That all sirups of sugar, or 
of sugar cane, concentrated molasses, or coucentrated me- 
Jado, entered under the denomination of molasses, or any 
other appellation than sirup of sugar or of sugar cane, con- 
centrated molasses, or concentrated melado, shall be liable 
to forfeiture to the United States: Provided, That an in- 
spection, under such regulations as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may prescribe, shail be nade of all sugars and mo- 
lasses imported from foreign countries, in order to prevent 
frauds, and the introduction of sugars, sirupof sugar, sirup 
of cane, concentrated molasses, or concentrated melado, 
or bottling sirup, under the title of molasses, or in any other 
manner”? and insert, in lieu thereof, the following: 

On raw sugar, conimonly called Muscovado or brown 
sugar, not advanced beyond the raw state by claying or other 
process; and on sirup of sugar or of sugar cane, and con- 
centrated molasses or concentrated melado, and on white 
and clayed sugars, when advanced beyond the raw state 
by claying or other process, and not refined, } cent per 
pound; oa refined sugars, whether loaf, lump, crushed, or 
pulverized, 2cents per pound ; on sugars, after being refined, 
when they are tinctured, colored, or in any way adulterated 
and on sugar candy, 4cents per pound: Provided, ‘That all 
sirups of sugar or of sugar cane, concentrated molasses or 
melado, entered under «he name of molasses, or any other 
name than sirup of sugar or of sugar cane, concentrated 
molasses or concentrated melado, shall be liable to for- 
feiture tothe United States; on molasses, 2 cents per 
lon; On confectionary of all kinds, not otherwise provided 
for, 39 per centum ad valorem. 
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of the Navy of the United Siates,” approved Ist of June, ] Second. On coffee, 1} cent per pound 


I ask leave to withdraw my | 
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imported from any port or place beyond ti 
Hope, 4 cents per pound; when imported 
place this side of the Cape of Good Hope, other thay |..." 
country where produced, 4 cents per pound and note 
tion thereto of 10 per centum ad valorem: Props, 
whenever the ‘Treasury notes and bonds of tet. . 
States, which have been, or shall be, issued unde Hited 
thority of any laws, or parts of laws, passed eet u 
4th day of March, 1857, and the 4th day of Mareh 1861 the 
be redeemed and paid, the President of tie United & mal 
is hereby authorized to make proclamation that the." 
said articles of tea and coffee may be imported into th ire. 
ted States, exempt and free from the specitic dation 
imposed: Provided, That the duties on tea and coffe — 
by imposed shall cease from and afier the 30ih of ea 
1863 f June, 


Mr. QUARLES. I move to strike oy: 
poruon of the tenth amendment of the 
now under consideration, which places a tax 9; 
tea and coffee, from line fifty-three to line eg 
inclusive, of the printed bill and amendment: g,! 
I do hope that the committee will not cone, ;. 
this amendment of the Senate. Tea and ih 
sir, are, from their universal use, articles of prime 
and actual necessity, every class of socicty - 
every section of our country, the high and the joy. 
the rich and the poor, are in a great degres d:. 
pendent for their comfortable subsistence on these 
wholesome and nutritious beverages, and they 
should never be the subjects of taxation, unless it 
is made actually unavoidable by some overruling 
emergency. They have never before been even 
proposed to be taxed as a source of revenue, ey. 
cept in times of actual war; and I protest, jy the 
name of my constituents, and in the name of the 
whole country, against making them now a sy). 


all that 
Senate, 


ow . 


jectof taxation. They should stay, as they now 


are, in the free list. Certainly the $109,000.00 
now at the disposal of the incoming Administra. 
tion is enough to enable them to carry on the Goy- 
ernment without taxing every pound of tea and 
coffee that may be used in the whole land, | 
again earnestly protest against it, and call upon 
gentlemen of all parties, and from all sections, tp 
come to my aid, and assist me in defeating this 
unjust and mys tax upon the very necessa- 
ries of life. cannot, sir, in the five minutes to 
which this debate has been limited, go intoa more 
elaborate discussion of it; but will notify the com. 
mittee that I shall call for a separate vote on this 
portion of thisamendment in the House, and upon 
which I hope the House will give me a vote by 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MORRILL. I confess, Mr. Chairman, 
that to the whole of this Senate amendment I have 
very strong objections; and it is only from the 
necessity under which the Government lies to raise 
more revenue than we shall probably be able to 
raise without this tax on tea and coffee, that | 
should be willing to consent to it. The importe- 
tions for the coming year, under any circum- 
stances in which the country may be placed, must 
be vastly diminished. I should be opposed to this 
amendment, because I think it is wrong in prin- 
ciple and also on technical grounds—thatis to say, 
in its description of sugar. In the first place, there 
is no possible way by which you can levy aduty 
on clayed sugars properly, differing so much as 
they do in value, without describing them in (i 
usual commercial terms well known among mer- 
cantile men. This Senate amendment provides 
the same duty on all clayed sugars, while some 
are worth almost as much as loaf sugar, and others 
not more than half as much as common Musco- 
vado. That is entirely wrong in principle. 

There is another reason why I should be op- 
posed to this amendment. I think that the reduc: 
tion of duty on molasses to 2 cents is too |ow, 
and we need all the revenue we can legitimate'y 
command. The only amendment in regard ‘ 
that matter which I would have favored would 
have been to admit sour molasses at a less ''° 
than sweet molasses. Such molasses as |s or 
narily used for the manufacture of sugar and 0! 
rum, and for nothing else, might be very wel 
taxed less, when we know that its cost is olle 
diminished in price very largely in consequen 
of its changed condition. 

There is another portion of the amendment 
which I do not like to assent, and to which! only 
assent in the hope of —s some early supple- 
mental legislation on the subject. That is 1 r 
gard to the coffee and tea trade beyond the Cape 


of Good Hope. It is well known that some of 


our teas have to be transported from Japan 
China in order to be packed. It is unreasonabie 
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that these tens should pay a higher duty than 
chose teas Which come directly from the country 
of their growth. This description ought to have 
been, * beyond the Cape of Good F 
nothing more, The same objection spe to 
come of our trade with the half-civilized islands 
of Ceelebes and Borneo. Because the products of 
these islands may have been first shipped to some 
ort in India, they ought not to be subject toany 
hizher duty than though directly imported from 
the country where produced. _ : 

But, Mr. Chairman, | am inclined to think that 
we had better take this bill as it is, rather than 
run the risk of sending it back to the Senate. I 
am therefore willing to assent to this amendment, 
in the hope, as I have already said, that at an 
early moment we can supply some supplementary 
legislation on the subject. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to reduce the duty 
on tea to 2cents. I doso for the purpose of ex- 
pressing my views very briefly in regard to the 
proposed duty on tea and coffee. Standing b 
itself, | am entirely opposed toa duty of this kind, 
inasmuch as there is no corresponding benefit to 
inure to the products of the country. By impos- 
ing a duty on tea and coffee you will, in my judg- 
ment, levy a tax to be paid by theconsumer. Lam 
one of those who believe in the doctrine of protec- 
tion to every branch of American industry; and I 
think we can raise revenue enough to meet the 
expenses of the Government by distributing the 
duties to be imposed upon such arucles as come 
into competition with the mineral, agricultural, 
and other branches of the industry of the country. 
Standing by itself, therefore, | should be opposed 
to this amendment of the Senate, as 1 would be 


ope,”’ and 


opposed to any duty upon any article which does | 


not come into competition with any branch of 
Americanindustry. But itis urged that it is neces- 
sary, in the present distracted state of the coun- 
try; and I am induced to withhold all objection to 
this item, because I*find embodied in the bill prin- 
ciples which I regard as of vast importance to 
the country. It changes the system of ad valorem 
duties to specific, which I hold to be a principle of 
primary importance, And, more than that, it pro- 
tects all the leading staples of the industry of the 
country in a way that is entirely satisfactory to 
meand to my constituents, 

Therefore, believing that if this bill is required 
to go to acommittee of conference between the 
two Houses, its final passage will be put in jeop- 
ardy, and that the bill may be lost, I am inclined 
to vote for all the amendments of the Senate, ob- 
jectionable as | regard many of them to be. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. SICKLES. I oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and desire to 
submit a few observations upon it. 

Mr. Chairman, it is quite obvious that gentle- 
men on the other side of the House intend to force 
through this billin exactly its present shape, with- 
out reterence to the objectionable features of any 
amendment which may be presented for our votes, 
or at least without reference to amy argument that 
may be urged against the objectionable feature of 
any amendment. But, sir, i 
ord at least one or two reasons why I oppose this 
duty, and a reason or two which, | think, must 
have contributed to the adoption of such a duty 
in the Senate. » 

We need not have been told by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania Mr. [Campsext] that this a 
protective tariff, and an abandonment of the rev- 
enue principle; because this amendment, which 
admits the placing of a tax upon tea and coffee, 
is of itself an admission that you expect to lose 
4 \arge amount of revenue in consequence of the 
large amount of importation which you will ex- 
clude by the protective features that are embodied 
in this bill. The only way, therefore, to make up 
the deficiencies which will occur in consequence 
of the protection, which is the main feature of 
this bill, is to place taxes upon the prime neces- 
Sives of life, which no party except a protective 
party would ever venture to propose. That, sir, 
18 the whole explanation of this amendment. 
ann wherever you can place your eye upon 

ul, you encounter something about. a loan. 

As I said before, every resort is had to every ex- 
pedient to ee for the deficiencies which must, 
- necessity , result from the adoption of any pro- 
— tariff, and which gentlemen on the other 
¢ of the House know must result. The first 


desire to put on rec- | 


| amendment is, that the object of this tax upon tea | 


= so bees Fees 
| and coffee is to enable the Government to retire 
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resort in the bill to make up these deficiencies, || 
then, is to a loan; the second is to an expedient | 
that is without precedent, except in time of war, | 
of levying a tax upon the prime necessaries of | 
life. This very section contains another refer- 
ence to a loan. 


The pretext embodied in the | 


what may be due upon this loan, or upon out- 
standing Treasury notes. Sir, the juxtaposition 
may be very ingenious; you may be able to in- 
dyce some people to believe it, those people who 
would celebrate ‘all fool’s day’’—on which this 
bill properly goes into operation, I say that fools 
will believe that the object of this tax on tea and 
coffee is to retire these Treasury notes; butevery | 
man who looks beneath ¢he surface will see that | 
the real object is to make up for what you deprive || 
our Treasury of by the adoption of the protective 
principle. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from New York whether his objection 
to this tariff bill is because it levies a duty upon 
sugar, tea, and coffee? 

Mr. SICKLES. That is one, and one of the 
leading objections. But, sir, my genera! objection 
to the whole bill is, that it adopts, in many of its 
features, the policy of the protectionists, in viola- 
tion of the policy of all the great political parties 
of the country, if we are to believe their declara- 
tions in their platforms, for they all profess the 
policy of so aifanian the duties upon imports as 
to produce the largest amount of revenue. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from New York if he does not remember that 
the great finaneial leader of his party—the late 
Secretary Cobb—recommended that, in adjusting 
the duties to be levied upon imports, preterence 
should be given to articles not produced in this 
country? I hope the gentleman will allow me to 
say that this is exactly in accordance with the 
recommendations of that distinguished leader of 
the Democratic party; and I am surprised that 
any such objection should come from that side of 
the House to this amendment of the Senate. I 
am opposed toa tax upon tea and coffee; but, 
owing to the necessities of the Treasury, produced 
by a corrupt Administration, I will vote for it. 

Mr. SICKLES. I willsay, in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, that lam glad to hear 
that he has become a convert to the free-trade 
principles advocated by Mr. Secretary Cobb; and 
if he will vote in accordance with that profession 
of faith upon this bill, he will be found voting side 
by side with me, all the time, agaiust the protec- 
tive features of this tariff bill. Lam afraid, how- 
ever, that I shall not be able to range my friend 
from Pennsylvania alongside with those of us on 
this side of the House in our hostility to this bill. 

{Here the hammer fell.]} 

Mr. CAMPBELL, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I desire to move 
an amendment to the amendment of the Senate. 
I move, in line fifty-three, to strike out **1} cent 
apound.’’ The design which the advocates of this 
bill purport to desire to accomplish is, to increase 
the revenues of the country; but to increase these 
revenues, as it would seem, by levying duties that 
penetrate in many cases to the extent of prohibi- 
tion. In another aspect, it would seem that the 
duties levied in this bill, upon which an increase 
of revenue isto be expected, are not, for the most 
part, upon the luxuries of consumption, but upon 
the necessaries of consumption. Yet in this in- 
fliction, I discover the same objection in those 
portions of the House bill which the amendment 
of theSenate strikes out. Idonotthink the amend- 
ment of the Senate, therefore, is as objectionable, 
when compared with the House clause, as gen- 
tlemen seem tosuppose. It is unwise in all tariff 
bills to tax the necessaries of life; and most un- 
wise is it to tax by impost on sugar, coffec, and 
tea. These articles most generally used, and are 
considered almost as necessary to existence. | 
say that imposts upon all articles of necessity, or 
which contribute to the progress of art and civili- 
zation, have ever been, and should be, ever care- 
fully avoided by all wise and prudent legislators. 
But the amendment, objectionable as it is, is a 
great improvement upon the clause as I have just 
stated it, as contained in the House bill on the 
subject. 

It is asserted by the gentleman from Vermont, 























{[Mr. Moraitt,]} that the phraseclogy of com- 
merce is not adopted or pursued by the Senate 
amendment. I beg leave to differ from the gen- 
tleman on that point. The phraseology of com- 
merce is most exactly adopted; and the Senate 
amendment applies proper designations to mat- 
ters, which in the House bill, if they stood alone, 
would have no proper and specific designations 
to govern the collectors of customs. 

Again: the House bill provides that raw sugar, 
commonly called Muscavado or brown sugar, 
shall be subject to certain impositions. What 
becomes of your raw Porto Ricos? Those are 


|| not contained in that category, and undoubtedly 
|| the House clause is subject to confusion, subject 


to misconception in that regard. The Senate 
amendment avoids that difficulty, and includes 
Porto Ricos under the sugars called or denomi- 
nated brown sugar. I think that the Senate amend - 
ment is better in this respect. 

Again: the rates of duty are diminished, in 
one case, upon the raw sugar } per cent., and in 
another, upon pulverized sugar $ percent, On 
sugar tinctured, colored, or adulterated, the duty is 
diminished 1 percent. These, sir, are advantages 
which are proposed to the country by the Senate 
amendment, which do not inure to it through the 
House bill. In that respect, I think itis infinitely 
better and easier to adopt the Senate amendment 
than the clause of the House bill. 

Mr. Chairman, | have a few words to say in 
regard to the Sreeeekearere of the Senate amend- 
ment, and which I conceive to be more objection- 
able than those to which I have alluded. It is 
proposed at this time, and in this manner, to sub- 
ject to a tax coffee and tea; which have not been 
taxed for these long years in any tariff which has 
been proposed by the House or the Senate of the 
United States. 

It makes a further distinction, a distinction be- 
tween teas and coffees imported from the place of 
their growth, or the place to wnich they have been 
exported. This provision has a place upon our 
statute-book at the present time; but it is unwise 
in regard to increasing facilities of our commerce, 
and extending the limits of our commercial inter- 
course with the remainder of the world. I refer 
to the trade in Japan teas, in reference to the im- 
portation of which into this country it is important 
and essential that they should be repacked at 
Shanghae. If weare not, by unfavorable and dis- 
advantageous discriminations, to destroy the trade 
with Jupan, we will strike out this amendment, 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. McK NIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I desire to 
oppose the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York, although I did not hear his speech. | 
oppose it, because | am opposed to any amend- 
ment to this bill, so far as it can be prevented. 
Ordinarily, | would be opposed, and every man in 
this House would be opposed, to imposing a duty 
upon tea and coffee, because they are not merely 
luxuries, but necessaries of life. In the present 
exigency of the country, when the Treasury is 
bankrupt; when it has been plundered by the out- 
going Administration—or rather those who were 
heretofore connected with it—I think that there is 
not a constituent of any man in this House who 
would not consent to have a duty levied upon ar- 
ticles of this sort in order to extricate the country 
from bankruptcy. 

There is an addition reason why I oppose this 
amendment. I understood from the debate.in the 
Senate—if it be proper, sir, to refer to that bod y— 
I understood it to be asserted by gentlemen on 
both sides of the House who had examined this 
matter—and not being controverted, | take it that 
it is incontrovertible—that even where the duty 
has been taken off of tea and coffee, in Cuba and 
Brazil, the export duty is always laid upon these 
articles, to bring the price up to what it was be- 
fore the United States laid a duty upon them. On 
the other hand, where we place a smali duty, they 
take off the export duty, and, consequently, the 
price is not increased to the consumer. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Does the gentleman say 
that Brazil has taken off her export duty on tea 
and coffee now, and for the last two or three 

ears ? 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I understood it to be as- 
serted by a Senator from Pennsylvania and a Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island that, when the — on 
tea and coffee was taken off formerly by the Con- 
gress of the United States, isabel 
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laid an export duty, which kept the price up to 
what it was before. That being the case, 
opposed to it. In any event, however, if that 








tendenc¥ may be, I think, after the passage of this | 


bill, to cause retail dealers and traders throughout 
the country to advance the price, while I do not 
believe the permanent effect will be an increase of 
price of any of these articles; for I believe that it 
will find its standard and be as low hereafter as 
it is now. 


But, sir, whether that be so or not, I | 


think that my constituents, in the existing exer- | 


gencies, are willing to sanction any vote that I 
may give in favor of this small tax. 


Mr. QUARLES. lI ask gentlemen on the other || 


side to give us a vote on this amendment in the | 


Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman is entitled 
to a vote on it. 

Mr. HALE. I move a pro forma amendment. | 
1 am utterly opposed to atax upon tea and coffee. 
It is against my principles, so far as a tariff is 
concerned. It is wrong in principle, in my belief. 
If | vote for the Senate amendment, therefore, I | 
will vote for it under duress. I am compelled to 
vote for it, or lose this tariff entirely. I think the 
country is so much in want of a tariff—not only | 
the indaslry of the country, but the Treasury of | 
the Union—that we are imperatively required to 
vass this bill. I shall vote for the amendment; | 
but in doing so, | enter my protest against the 
principle. It is unwise and impolitic, but neces- 
sity requires me to vote for it. Our time is so 
short, that, unless we concur in the amendments 
of the Senate, the passage of the bill will be en- 
dangered. I feel constrained to vote for the 
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am || 


opinion upon that, as a matter of fact, though I 


will not go into an argument to substantiate it. | 


|| Then the proposition to tax tea and coffee is 
were not 80, if there was an increase, and the || 


simply to impose a burden to the extent of [ know 


| not how many million upon that class of persons 


who will inevitably have to pay it. It will come 
out of their earnings, and there is no way to avoid 
the conclusion. 

Then, there is no incidental benefit to be de- 
rived from it, and no interest fostered by taxing 
these articles, as might be the case in reference to 
some articles through an encouragement of phe 
means of manufacturing them. We know that 
neither tea nor coffee can be produced in this 
country. So the whole principle upon which I 
understand a tariff of revenue with incidental pro- 
tection is based, is directly violated by the adop- 
tion of the principle I speak of. 

There are an shania of other articles which 
are consumed largely by the wealthier classes of 


| the community, or articles which the community 
| is not compelled to have, as they are compelled 
| to have tea and coffee; so that whether they have 


amendment of the Senate, because the industry | 


and the Treasury of the country need the pas- 
sage of this tariff proposition. 

I will say another word. I must say that I do 
not see how we can increase our revenue by re- 
ducing the daty upon one article and increasing 
it upon another, in my judgment, we ought to 
raise tariff upon articles of luxury, which enter | 
into consumption by the rich, and not by the 
poor. But, as | have said, we must take this or 
no tariff at all. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Chairman, I am sur- 


prised at the reason my friend over the way as- || 


signs for voting for this proposition. I ask him 
whether his party makes the taxing of tea and | 
coffee a sine qua non to the passage of a tariff bill. 
Thatseems to be the scope of the argument which | 
we have heard from him, and several of his col- 
leagues. 

Mr. HALE. This tax was put upon the bill 
by a Democratic Senate. We of this side are 
utter] opposed to it; but am constrained, how- 
ever, to vote for the amendment, because of the | 
necessities of the times. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The time was, and not 
many weeks ago, when we could speak of a Dem- 
ocratic Senate; but owing to a retreat—what shall 
J call it 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. 
gentleman to order. 

Mr. PHELPS. There is no Democratic Sen- 
ate. The friends of Mr. Lincoln have the ascend- 
ency there. 

Mr. HALE. There is still a majority of Dex- 
ocrats there. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, Is this de- 
bate in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. MAYRARD. I was not speaking of the 
Senate. I wasintending to refer to a more recent 
example that seemed to have been borrowed from 
that quarter. But I will not speak of it, for I 
may be ruled out of order. 

ut, to come back to my point: tea and coffee 
stand upon a footing peculiar to themselves. They 
are articles which the habits of the people render 
necessary. Nothing can be substituted in the 
place of either of them. They are articles for 
which there is a specific demand; and that demand 
must be met by the articles themselves, which 
can solr mapeetners by importation from abroad. 
If you levy a tax of but one mill, that comes di- 
rectly out of those who consume the articles, who, 
to a great extent, are the poorer class of the com- 
munity. I venture to say,as a general rule, that 
the poorer classes of this country consume more, 
both of tea and coffee, than the more wealthy 
class. 





I call the 


It is not. 


a 


I have no hesitation in expressing my |! 


to pay any duty or not is a matter of choice. If 
they choose not to buy, they can let them alone, 
and then they will have nothing to pay. But that 
is nothing to say in reference to either tea or cof- 
fee; and therefore I hope the amendment will not 
be adopted. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Unless this debate is con- 
cluded soon, I must move that the committee rise, 
for the purpose of terminating debate, There are 
many other amendments which gentlemen desire 
to discuss, 

Mr. SICKLES. I hope the gentleman will al- 
low the debate to proceed for a reasonable time 
upon this important mgasure. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move to amend 
the Senate amendment by striking out, page 6, 
line fifty-four, after the word ‘‘ tea,’’ down to the 
word * provided,’’ in the following clause: 

Second. On coffee, 1} cent per pound; on tea, when 


| imported from any port or place beyond the Cape of Good 


| Hope, 4 cents per pound; when imported from any point 


or place this side of the Cape of Good Hope, other than in 
the country where produced, 4 cents per pound, and in ad- 


| dition thereto, 10 per centum ad valorem: Provided,” &c. 


I have no purpose of detaining the committee 
with remarks in reference to this bill, or any of 
its amendments, I| simply wish to propose, at 
the various available and assailable points, a few 
remarks in reference to amendments which | think 
are wise in reference to the interests of the coun- 
try, and in particular of the constituents which I 
have the honor, in part, to represent. One of the 
objections to this Senate amendment is, as I stated 
betore, the discrimination which appears on its 
face between teas and coffees imported from the 
places of their growth, and places to which they 
may be, or have been, exported. There was a 
reason originally for this distinction, and itis now 
impressed upon our statute-books; but it is am- 
ple time that the distinction should be removed, 
rather than be increased. 

Mx. SPINNER. I would ask the gentleman 
from New York whether he is not aware that 
there is a treaty stipulation with Holland in ref- 
erence to this very subject? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. There is such a 
treaty stipulation; and it was because of the ad- 
vantage to our commerce which Holland was to 
efford that it was entered into. It looked to the 
carrying trade of Holland, and the advantage 
which we secured to ourselves by virtue of those 
stipulations of the treaty, were compensated to 
Holland by our giving up to them this privilege 
whieh was referred to - the gentleman from New 

fork. 

But, as I said before, it is now proposed to ex- 
tend the action of this discrimination to a com- 
merce which has grown up subsequent to the pe- 
riod ‘of the stipulation referred to. I refer now to 
our commerce with the East; and I read here, in 
this connection, a paragraph from a letter which 
I hold in my hand, authenticated by the chief im- 
porting houses of New York, which I think ex- 
plains to the country the reasons, as well as the 
results contended for here by the proposed amend- 
ment I have submitted. 

The letter was read, as follows: 

New York, January, 1861. 

The undersigned, merchants of New York, respectfully 
and urgently request that, in the new tariff bill, now before. 
Congress, the duty on tea and coffee, from all places east 
of the Cape of Good Hope, shall be removed. There isa 
large and increasing trade in Japan teas. These are neces- 
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sarily repacked at Shangbae, and f tap 
taxed witha duty of 15 per cent. OF that reason are now 

An important trade in coffee and teas from Sin 
not accessible to American merchants except atin 
is now made unprofitable in consequenes of the due 
therefore suggest that the schedule of articles {, ity. We 
tariff exempt from duty, be thus extended: A the ney 

“Tea and coffee from the place of growth an 
tion, and froin all ports and places east of the C 
Hope, free.” 


d produc 
ape o1 Guo 
Goopuve & Co, 
Cary & Co., . 
A. A. Low & Brorners, 
How tanp & Aspinwati 
Aymar & Co., : 
OLyYPHANT’s Son & Co., 
WituiaM A. Sate & Co. 
Emit Hinumann & Co. 
H. P. Srurais & Co., 
GRINNELL, Minturn & Co. 
Mba rg Gates & Co., 
ES AY 
Mennweat & Co, Hanbcastis, 
Crooxer & Warren, 
Buckuin & Crane. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. And, sir,] desire 
to direct the attention of the committee to the facy 
that a large trade is in existence between 4), 
. . ; ie 
islands of the Carribean sea and Venezuela, ano» 
from the coffee of Venezuela; and if this ameng. 
ment should go into effect, we will not be ables, 
ae that trade with those islands undey thy 

eneficial advantages of our present tariff. py, 
these reasons I am opposed to this feature of the 
Senate amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. [It is neces. 
sary for us sometimes to seem to be inconsisteny, 
I admit that the er of the Republican party 
with regard to this tariff matter, so far as | under. 
stand them, is not to tax tea and coffee, but to tay 
those things which, by being taxed, afford yo; 
only arevenue, but a protection to home industry. 
When we had our way here, we sent to the S:y. 
ate a bill founded strictly upon that principle: by: 
the bill has been vastly altered. We sent ihe 
Senate a bill abolishing the warehouse system— 
asystem which, in my judgment, is equal to 

rotection of 15 percent. When we sent that 
pill there, I avowed that I voted for it asa tariff 
for protection as well as for revenue. Such are 
my sentiments; and such I believe to be the senti- 
ments of most of the members upon this side of 
the House. But the bill is now changed; and it 
is no longer a protective tariff; for, without an abo- 
lition of the warehouse system, there is scarcely 
any protection in the bill. There is nothing init 
but a mode of preventing fraud, by ad valorem in- 
stead of specific duties. When we sent the bill o 
the Senate last year, we held it up to the people 
of Pennsylvania as a protective tariff bill; and our 
laborers, our miners, our mechanics came fort 
from their work-shops and mountain mines, and 
in the election swelled our vote to an unparalleled 
extent. It went to the Senate; but there we were 
stricken down in the house of our friends. The 
chief feature of the bill was taken away by Eng- 
lish merchants and New York politicians; ant 
now we have to take it as we find it, and carry the 
remnant of it through. 

Now, the gentleman speaks of a treaty stipu- 
lation regulating commerce. 1 know it was argued 
in the Senate, and controlled their action. Le 
me ask, when treaties have ever been allowed 
regulate commerce? In what part of the Const 
tution do you find the power for the Executive © 
usurp the right of regulating commerce? ToCol- 
gress alone is given the power, and Congress 
alone must originate revenue bills in the aout 
of Representatives, whose members are immec 
ately responsible to the people; and not the Se 
ate, whose members are responsible to the peo? 
only at a far distant period. Yet I know that the 
Senate has usurped the right, not only to destroy 
revenue bills—which was never intended by the 
Constitution—but to make commercial trea''*, 
which lie wholly beyond their jurisdiction; 84" 
no case are such treaties constitutional, ¢X°*?' 
when they come down to the House—as they 
in the case of the reciprocal treaty with Canada— 
and ask the consent of the House to them. , 

Mr. SPINNER. With the permission of a 

ntleman, I will show him the authority |" | 
Gonstieption. It is found in this clause: 

“This Constitution, and the laws of the United Grates 
which shall be made in ance thereof, and all oan 
made, or which shall be made, under the authority ° 
United States, shall be the supreme law of the land. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, The tre 
ies made under the authority of this Constituio» 


’ 
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“hall be the supreme law of the land, and soshall | ables without which human life cannot be sus- 
s But in the distribution of the treaty- || tained; and yet they are to be taxed, while tea || 


| laws. 
aa power, ho power was given to regulate 
commerce. The commercial power is given solely 
to Congress, and this body only has power to 
orminate this measure, and no commercial treaty 


made, : , ; 
tive, with the Senate, will be right and constitu- 


tional, exeept sanctioned by this body. Buti am || 
|| to supply the wants of this country. There is not 


obliged to forego some of my principles—notall of 

them—not in pointof principle, but simply in point 
of policy. 1am obliged to swallow this bill just as 
it is, or | know it will not be swallowed at all. I 
have seen Sufficient upon that side of the House 
to convince me that there is a determination to 
defeat the bill if possible, and if it is sent toa 
committee of conference, let me tell my friends, 
that it will not pass at all. You will never pass 
it at all; and God knows, whether next year there 
will be a Republican party any more than there 
is a Democratic party. We have no Republican 
party in the Senate now, and they have no Dem- 
ocratic party; and a year hence, we cannot tell 
whether there will be any party at all. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. GROW. 1 desire to offer an amendment 
to the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment 
to the amendment already pending. 

The question was taken on Mr. Jonn Cocnu- 
RANE’s amendment to the amendment; and it was 
disagreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Quarves’s 
amendment. 

Mr. GROW. I move pro forma to reduce the 
amount from.‘ four’’ to ‘* two.” 

Mr. Chairman, in levying a tariff, there are 
two objects to be accomplished. The leqding, pri- 
mary, and all-important one is,to raise revenue 
enough to support the Government. That must 
be accomplished, if possible; otherwise the tariff 
would be a failure. While raising the revenue 
necessary for the support of the Government, all 
the interests of the country should receive such 
protection as can be secured to them, and at the 
same time accomplish the leading and primary 
object of a tariff for the collection of revenue ne- 
cessary for the support of the Government. 

Then, Mr. Chairman, what is the condition of 
the finances of the country? Within the last four 
years $80,000,000 have been added to the national 
debt, and some means must be provided for liqui- 
dating it. The current expenditures of the Gov- 
ernment have also to be paid. Now, sir, is it pos- 
sible to raise revenue enough for that purpose, 
unless duties are imposed on all articles imported 
in this country that will bear them? In my judg- 
ment no tariff can be, at this time, so arranged as 
to raise sufficient revenue to meet the wants of 
the Government, and provide for this national 
debt entailed upon us by this Administration. 


Even with the tax upon tea and coffee it will not | 


be possible, l apprehend, to raise revenue enough 
to meet the wants of the Government. I ask, 
then, why Representatives of the people should 
hesitate to impose duties so as, if possible, to 
raise the revenues necessary to meet the wants of 


| 
\ 
i} 


|| of human life, they claim should be free. 


i 
| 


. or which ever can be made, by the Execu- || 


lS CO 





the country. We have incurred $80,000,000 of | 
debt within four years,and a surplus of $21,000,000 | 


has been expended in that time. The necessary 
expenditures of the Government have to be met. 
If, for that purpose, it becomes necessary to tax 
tea and coffee, and every other articie on the free 
list, is it not the duty of the Representatives of 
the people to impose such taxes in order to meet 
the obligations of the country, and not stand on 
the question of popular prejudices? I believe that 
itis the duty of Congvteea to-day to impose duties 
upon every single article now imported into the 
country duty free, if they cannot raise the neces- 


sary revenue without doing so, no matter whether | 
they have ever been taxed before or not. That | 


is not the question. We havea national debt, in 
all, of $100,000,000; and everybody knows that 
the expenses of the Government for the next year 
cannot possibly be reduced below $50,000,000. 

ou cannot raise the requisite revenue unless 


share; and this tax upon tea and coffee is limited 
‘0 two years, while the duty has been reduced 
on sugar as some compensation. 
men who are so clamorous against taxing these 
‘rucles, and yet insist on taxing sugar, what is 
‘her reason? Sugar and salt are two indispens- 





| 


| labor of the country—which we claim to have as 
| near to our hearts as any men—while they allow 
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and coffee, which are not necessary to the support 


Mr. MAYNARD. Sugar and salt are pro- 
duced in 6ur own country. | 
Mr. GROW.._I1 do not care where the articles | 
are produced. God Almighty has so decreed that || 
you cannot raise the necessary quantity of sugar | 


land enough susceptible of sugar cultivation to 
raise the quantity necessary for the consumption | 
of the country. You cannot override the laws of | 
God, and raise a sufficient amount of sugar in this || 
country to meet the wants of our people. Why, | 
then, do gentlemen argue against the imposition | 
of taxes upon tea and coffee for the benefit of the ] 


| 
taxes to be imposed upon sugar and salt, which | 
are indispensable to the aie of human life? || 
Tea and coffee are not at all necessary for the 


| 
| 
| 


| 





of the human family would be better if they used 
half the quantity of tea and coffee which they now 








i to say that the duties ery by this bill are not 
bill 


up to the mark of the of 1846; the rates upon 
very many articles are much lower. The promi- 
nent distinction is, that this bill merely translates 
ad valorems into specifics. Then, in relation to 
another feature of the bill, as to protecting the 


| interests of the laboring men, or the compara- 


tively rich men: if there is any departure from the 
principle of moderate discrimination, which I have 


|| mentioned, it is in relation to those articles which 
| are consumed by the wealthy, such as wines, 
| liquors, silks, linens, woolens, expensive carpets, 
| and almost everything of that luxurious charac- 


ter. ‘These are all taxed as high as it is possible 
to do, and at the same time not so high as to be 
destructive to the commerce of the country. 
Now, a single word, Mr. Chairman, in regard 
to the duty onteaand coffee. Let mesay, although 
I am opposed to it, that a cup of tea or coffee will 
not cost a single mill more to the consumer, with 
this duty, than it costs now; for the duty is re- 
duced on sugar nearly as much as it is increased 


Mr. DAWES. Then, I want to ask my friend 
how the revenue is increased by imposing a duty 


| 
support of hurnan life, and I believe that one half | on tea and coffee. 
| 


do. Butit is only for two years as it stands, in 
order to meet present exigencies. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. JENKINS. The gentleman from Penn- 


| sylvania announces that according to his theory 


the two primary principles which should regulate 
the levying of taxes chiotigh the operation of a 
tariff, are, first, to raise sufficient revenue; and, 
secondly, to give incidental protection to those 
articles which may be produced in our own coun- 
try. Now, itseems to me that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has left out the most cardinal of all 
the principles which should prevail in laying taxes 
upon the people through the operations of a tariff. 
I think, sir, that the most cardinal principle, or 
second only to the idea of raising sufficient reve- 
nue, would be to levy the taxes in such a way 
that they may operate equally upon all classes, 
according to theirability to pay. Now, under the 
systems of taxation as practiced by our State gov- 
ernments, we know that property is taxed as it 
should be, that is to say, in proportion to its ca- 
pacitytopay. Butunder the operations of a tariff 
you can tax«he laboring classes to death, and you 
can leave the property of the country almost ex- 
clusively untaxed; and that is precisely the effect 
of the ‘dein upon which the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania seems to predicate all his tariff notions. 

Sir, | wish the country to know that the Re- 
publican party, who have been interesting them- 
selves so much in behalf of four million negroes 
in the South, the very day that they are about to 
come into power, and when they already have the 
power in the popular branch of the Government, 


ber of millions of laboring white men, both in the 
North and the South. Sir, by taxing tea and cof- 
fee, as the gentleman proposes, articles of which 
the poor laboring man consumes almost as much, 
and sometimes more, than the millionaire, you 
make the former pay as much to support the Gov- 
ernment as the latter. Is this just, is it honest, | 
is it fair, thus, through the legerdemain of a tariff, 





to plunder the laboring classes? But we are told 


| that the people will not feel it; that they will actu- 


ally never know it! Sir, the people will knowit. 


their bread by the daily sweat of their brow. But 
suppose they should not know it; suppose, as 
you think, that they should mistake the rise in 
price of tea and coffee, and attribute it to some 
othercause which sometimes occasion fluctuations 
in the price of those articles: does that make it 
right? Does it notthereby become the greater 
wrong, thus to plunder the people by practicing 
upon their credulity ? 

Mr.GROW. I withdraw my amendment to the | 


| amendment. 


I ask gentle- | 


} 


i 
; 


| 
You mistake the intelligence of those who earn 
| 
| 


Mr. MORRILL. I move to strike out “‘ four,’”’ | 


and insert ‘* three,’’ in line fifty-five. I do it | 


a ss || bring the debate in relation to this question to a | 
ening which will bear- taxation receives its | 


| close. I do not think it important that we shoultl 


|| merely for the purpose of saying that I desire to | 
|| go into a general discussion as to the principles | 


of a revenue or a protective tariff; but I will say 
this, in relation to this bill, that it is a revenue | 
tariff, with moderate discrimination in favor of the | 
industry of the country. Now, the tariff of 1846 | 
was called a revenue measure. I do not hesitate | 


propose to grind down with taxes twice that num- 


on tea and coffee, and reducing it on sugar? 

Mr. MORRILL. I will tell the gentleman how. 
The jobbers and retailers of tea make an extrav- 
agant profit on the article, but will hardly be able 
to raise their prices, though it may cost them a 
trifle more; and if the fact of the duty being 1m- 
posed were not published in the newspapers, the 
consumers would never know, from the price, that 
a tariff had been levied on tea at all. 

Mr. DAWES. But that does not show how 
you help the revenue by imposing duty on tea 
and coffee, and reducing it on sugar. 

Mr. MORRILL. We help it in this way. The 
amount of reduction on sugar is not so much as 
the amount levied on tea and coffee. The change 
increases the revenue somewhere about $1,500,000 
to $2,000,000; and yet I say the consumer will 
never feel it. 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that we have got all the 
merits of this matter already before the commit- 
tee; and unless there be a disposition to take the 
vote now, I will move that the committee rise, so 
that we may go into the House and cloge debate 
on this emendment. 

Mr. SICKLES. I hope debate will not be 
closed on that question, as it is one of the princi- 
pal questions Saee by the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Vermont make the motion that the committee rise? 

Mr. MORRILL. I make that motion. 

Mr. SICKLES. 1 beg the gentleman to with- 
draw the motion. Itisa very extraordinary thing, 
at all events, to cut off all general debate on a rev- 
enue bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order on 
a motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. SICKLES. The understanding is that 
debate is not to close on these amendments till 
one o’clock. 

Mr. MORRILL. But there are many other 
amendments to be considered. 

Mr. SICKLES. I hope that ten minutes longer 
will be allowed on this amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. Well, with the understand- 
ing that debate on this amendment will close in 
ten minutes, f will withdraw ray motion. 

Mr. SICKLES. I cannot, sir, yield to the 
persuasive rhetoric of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. Grow] who last addressed the com- 
mittee. He exclaimed, sir, with well-affected 
earnestness, that we ought to come up here and 
vote millions to redeem the obligations put out by 
the outgoing Administration. Sir, I tell that dis- 
tinguished, political economist that Providence— 
good fortune—is doing more for the credit of the 
country than all the statesmen on that side of the 
House can ever do with their proteetive tariff, for 
the extinguishment of national obligations. For- 
| tune and Providence are sending over to the mar- 
kets of Europe unprecedented millions of Amer- 
| ican products, which must be paid for, by the 
laws of trade, in exportations from Europe; and 
the imposts on them thus coming into the Treas- 
ury, if we do not exclude them by this protec- 
tionist policy, will enable you to get the means 
| to pay your debts. Your policy on that side of 
| the Hvase is just to defeat the very object which 
you profess to have in view. You Sective the 
country of the importations in return for our ex- 
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ports, according to the universal laws of trade, | off an equivalent in one place and put it on in || forma, to amend the section, 


which would replenish our exhausted Treasury. 
Now, for the other distinguished political econ- 
omist from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] who pre- 
ceded the last one, and who threw out the fling 
that this bill was emasculated in the Senate by 
New York politicians and New York merchants. 
He and his party are responsible for all the New 
York politicians in the Senate, and I leave it to 
others to defend them when he assails. But when 
he assails the New York merchants, and talks 
about public credit, I tell him that it is the New 
York merchants whoare now sustaining the credit 
of the Government. 
on whom he will have to rely to get the means 
which his party is driving out of the Treasury b 


It is New York capitalists |} 


| no objection being made, he recognized the gen- 


° } 
its protective policy, and which he desires to avail || 


himself of in the loan provision in this bill. Of 
the $15,000,000 bid last Saturday for the $8,000,000 
loan, more than $13,500,000 emanated from the 
patriotism of New York merchants. In the pres- 
ence of such a fact, I submit it to the good taste 
of the gentleman whether, when that body of men 
are referred to in discussions on this floor, it should 
not be in respectful terms? The gentleman from 
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another, Ido not see how we thereby relieve the 
Treasury one iota. I am for relieving the Treas- 
ury by direct taxation, rather than by imposing 
this burden upon those gvho are least abie to 
bear it. 

{tlere the hammer fell.] 

Mr. McKENTY obtained the floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. I believe it was the understand- 
ing that, after ten minutes, the vote should be 
taken upon the amendment of the Senate, with the 
understanding that the yeas and nays should be 
called upon it in the House. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say that, 


tleman from Pennsylvania. 
y 


Mr. McKENTY. I hope there will be no ob- 


jection to my proceeding. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will have the opportunity of saying what 
he has to say upon another amendment. I think 
that the agreement which has been made should 


| be carried out. 


j 
' 


Penusylvania talks about credit and patriotism; i] 


and what does he do? It wasonly the otherday 
that the gentleman repudiated all compromises to 
save the Union; and now he tells us to-day that 


he is ready to make a compromise to save this | 


turiff bill, He denounces, as a violation of prin- 
ciple,a tax on tea and coffee; but he will swallow 


| expired, 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. McKenry] because, if 
no objection was made, another speech would be 
in order upon the pending amendinent. The gen- 


it, and will sacrifice his convictions on the subject. | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say that 


the committee, by general consent, agreed that the 


vote should be taken upon the pending amend- 
ment of the Senate in ten minutes. That time has 
The Chair recognized the gentleman 


tleman will proceed, if there be no objection. 
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| * twenty,’’ and inserting * nt striking oy 
| Any attempt, sir, to discuss the det 
bill, is plainly out of the question, Viewed 

| whole, one is struck with the retrogresg;.. 2 
| political philosophy, which the measure»... 
in the policy of the country. Sir, at the cae = 
when the principle of unrestricted comm, i. 
claiming and commanding universal 5 
when the rule of the despot is relax; 
| genial influence, and the remotest re 
| barism are penetrated by its all-pervading |,,, 
when France is keginning to adopt the Systey : 
free trade, and the ports of China and Japan ; : 
thrown open to the commerce of the woriq_, 
this particular moment, the Governmen; a. 
United States, pretending to lead the van of op. 
ress and civilization, especially in the arts of |... 
eral administration, recedes from its falieeness 
| position, and relapses into the darkness of g, ifish 
| seclusion and exploded theory. Sir, it is ay... 
| achronism—a contradiction in ideas which shocks 
| all our notions of propriety. Is the Ameris, 
mind benighted? On the contrary, nowhere an 
the true principles of political economy taveh: 
with more feandetn and effect than in the Unig 

| States. ‘The dogmatic school of Carey is the go), 
tary dark point in the blaze of general eniis),, 
enment. What, then, is the cause of this sy». 
prising renunciation of our liberal policy? (; 
what is this bill the product? Not of researe 
| and reflection, not of statesmanship and the en 
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Mr.SHERMAN. LI think we had better carry 
Hie will compromise them in order to protect a || out the understanding made by the committee. 
particular interest which he has in view; but he || The gentleman from Pennsylvania will have an- 
will make no compromise to save the Union itself || other opportunity of submitting his remarks. 

from dismemberment. I tell the gentleman that, || Mr. FLORENCE. I would suggest to my col- 
in the policy which he is pursuing, he is pressing || league that, if he wants to speak upon this amend- 
on this House a disunion measure. A protective || ment, he can do so even after it has been adopted. 
tariff, under existing circumstances, is a disunion Mr. McKENTY. I trust there will be no ob- 
measure. It does as much as anything else to || jection to my calling the attention of the com- 
alicnate the South from the Union. We all know || mittee, for two or three minutes, to the remarks of 
that one of the questions that lie at the root of the || the genteman from New York, [Mr. Sickies,] 
‘alienation between North and Seuth is the pro- || in regard to the policy of the political parties of 
tective policy of the North and the free-trade pol- || the day in reference to Pennsylvania. I desire to 


larged spirit of the age; but it is the monstrous 
offspring of a conjunction betwixt greed of gain 
and political ambition, The importunate prove. 
tionists of Pennsylvania, more clamorous ayé 
insatiable than the daughter of the horse-lvec), 
after higgling successively with every party for 
stipend trom the Treasury, at last caught the Roe. 
publicans in a moment aamiaiieeedl ied from 
their lust for place, extorted the promise of 
bounty toiron. This bill is the issue ofa caryal 
coalition between the Abolitionists of New Epy- 
land and the protectionists of Pennsylvania. |i 


icy of the South 
friends perceive that, now that you have obtained 


We know that our southern | 


power, you intend to use if, not only to assault | 


their rights of property, but to tax them on the 
necessaries of life in order to enrich the manufac- 
turing classes of the North,on whom you intend 
to rely for assistance, 

{tere the hammer fell.} 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on this amend- 
ment is exhausted, 

Mr. MORRILL. 
to the amendment. 

Mr. DAWES. 


ment, by striking out the words * 4 cents,’”’ and 


I withdraw my amendment 


I move to amend the amend- | 


inserting nothing, ‘The committee is urged to vote | 
forthisamendmentof the Senate for three reasons, | 
‘The first reason is, that it is dangerous to disa- | 


gree with the Senate on these amendments, and 
to let the bill go back there. 


Now, | wish the | 


j 
} 





say to him, that the free-trade policy of Mr. Sec- 
“ principalcause, 

of the late election in Pennsylvania going against 
The 
gentleman from New York knows that all the in- 
dustrial interests of Pennsylvania have for years 
been suffering severely under the tariff policy 
which has been carried out in the country, and 
men, in my 
State, were persuaded, though fa — so, (for 
1e Repub- 

lican as in the Democratic party,) that a change 


retary Cobb was the cause,andt 


the party of which he and | are members. 


the consequence has been that man 
there are as many free-trade men int 


of Administration would better their condition. 
Now, sir, we all know that, if Pennsylvania had 


been saved to the Democratic party, in the last 


election, the country would have been saved from 
the difficulties which now surround it. Itisa fact 
known to every gentleman who is at all acquaint- 
ed with the condition of things in Pennsylvania, 


committee to understand that, if there is any force || that, if a proper tariff policy had been carried out, 


in this argument, it means that we must swallow | 


all the amendments of the Senate, and take the 
bill just as the Senate propose to dictate to us, I, 
for one, cannot do that. | cannot surrender my 
judgmentand convictions of whatis proper in this 
‘bill for any such consideration as that, 

‘The next reason is, that the necessities of the 
Treasury demand this extraordinary tax on one 
of the necessaries of life. If that be a good rea- 


son, let us go back to the tariff of 1846; for no | 


other tariff yielded an amount of revenue equal to | 
what-was yielded by that tariff; because it dis- | 
criminated against the labor of the country, and | 


| 
| 
| 
} 


Pennsylvania would have been so saved. I say, 
therefore, that it is unjust for the gentleman from 
New York to say thata tariff policy, such as that 
contained in this bill, is a cause for the disunion 
movement, thatitis a disunion movement. I have 
deemed it my duty to call the attention of the 


committee to this point in the gentleman’s re- 


marks. 
Mr. SICKLES. I desire to say a single word 


in reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 


The CHAIRMAN. No further debaie is in 


order. 


The amendment to the amendment was dis- 


was imposed ona rule as to what would yield the || agreed to. 


most revenue. If we are to have a revenue, let | 
us have it; but let us not lay taxes on these neces- | 
saries of life. 

The next argument in favor of this tax is that 
made by the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Mor- 
Bi.) and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Grow,] that, after all, this is no tax in theaggre- | 
gaie; because, whatever burden we impose on the | 
necessaries of life, in this shape, is compensated 
for by a reduction of the tax on sugar and salt, | 
and the like. I ask the gentieman from Vermont 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania how it is, 
then, that we relieve the Treasury by this means? 
I understand the meaning of the word ** compen- 
sate’’ to be to give an equivalent; and if we take | 


| 





The question recurred on concurring in the 


amendment of the Senate; and being taken, the 
amendment was coneurred in. 


Mr. QUARLES. I hope it is understood that 


we are to have a vote by yeas and nays upon this 
amendment in the House. 


Several Members. Certainly. 
Eleventh amendment: 
Page 6, line four, strike out as follows: “ On Madeira, 


sherry, and port wines in casks or bottles, 75 cents per gal- 
lon; on champagne and sparkling wines, Burgundy and 
hock, in bottles, $1 per gallon; in casks, 50 cents per = ; 
|| on claret, Marseilles, Teneriffe, Sicily, Canary, and Malaga 
wines, in casks or bottles, 39 cents per gallon; on all other 
wines not enumerated, 30 per centum ad valorem.”’ 


Mr. PRYOR. Mr. Chairman, I move, pro 


is the result of a compact, whereby, at the ex- 
pense of the public interest, Pennsylvania enzaged 
to support an Aboliuionist for the Presidency on 
the condition that the Abolitionists would repay 
Pennsylvania by the protection of iron, 

Mr. DAWES. I want to tell the gentleman 
from Virginia that the Abolitionists of New Eng- 
land are all free-trade men. 

Mr. PRYOR. I have no objection to an in- 
terruption, if 1 am allowed time to reply. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will be 
confined to five minutes. 

Mr. PRYOR. Then I do not yield. 

Mr. DAWES. I merely wanted to say that the 
Abolitionists are all free-trade men; and they are 
all disunionists, too. 

Mr. PRYOR. I have said that! will not be 
interrupted. 

Mr. JUNKIN. I think it is the right of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to declare wha 
his own principles are. 

Mr. DAWES. I have the right, I apprehend, 
to declare what is the truth in reference to New 
England. 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. Chairman, notwithstand- 
ing the unwarrantable interruptions of the ge'- 
tleman from Massachusetts, | again declare thst 
this tariff is the result of a compact between (le 
Abolitionists of New England and the protection- 
ists of Pennsylvania, whereby the protectionisis 
of Pennsylvania agreed to vote for an Abolitonist 
for the Presidency in consideration of an eng®z* 
mentthatthe A bolitionists would concede a bounty 
to iron. 

Mr. McKENTY. I wish to say to the ge" 
tleman from Virginia ‘ 

Mr. PRYOR. No, sir; I cannot yield. “The 

lied jade winces;’’ but she must repress - 
irrascibility till I conclude my remarks. {Laug! 


ter.) on 5 

r. Chairman, we on this side the House my 
lament our inability to prevent the passage of t's 
bill; but, among other circumstances of consola- 
tion, as friends of good faith and fair dealing, ¥° 
are indemnified by the reflection that Pennsy!¥*- 
nia is not cheated of her price, but is at last e 
warded for that utter abnegation of self and | 
disinterested devotion to principle which - e . 
conspicuously characterized her political conéuc 
(Laughter, } 
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enga ; 


at rezard to consequences, as isexhibited by the || cific duty upon port wine higher than we levy upon 
i claret, or upon sherry and Madeira a higher duty 
than we levy upon Sicily or the commonest white || 
or red wines of Germany. lam utterly opposed 
to the Senate assuming power to regulate the rev- 
enue by a treaty with any Power under heaven; || 


wt : . 1] 
Republican party in this bill of indemnity to the ! 


jronmongers of Pennsylvania. It is a draft on | 
the Treasury of the United States for payment in 

fall for service rendered the Republican cause by 
the protectionists of Pennsylvania. No matter | 
how heavily it weighs on the industrial energies || 
of the country; no matter how it may fetter the | 
wings of commerce | 
(Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. DAWES. | ask the pardon of the gentle- || 
man from Virginia for interrupting him; bat I do 
notask his pardon for correcting his statement, 
when he says the Abolitionists of New England 
are in favor of protection. If he knows the sen- 
timents of a single Abolitionist in New England, j 
he knows that they are both free-trade men and || 
disuniomsts, like himself. [Applause in the gal- || 
leries. } 
| 





Mr.McKENTY. I move a pro forma amend- 
mend. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Pryor} 
has insinuated the alliance of Pennsylvania with 
the Abolitionists of New England. I repudiate 
the insinuation as unjust. I have been educated 
in the Democratic school of politics, and represent 
on this floor a Democratic county that gave James 
Buchanan, in 1856, a majority of nearly seven 
thousand. If the gentleman from Virginia says | 
we are allied with the Abolitionists of New Eng- | 
land, or anywhere else, | tell him that he utters || 
that which, on full reflection, he would not say. || 
1 am here to represent the interests of Pennsylva- | 
nia, and so far as I am able I willdo so. Every |; 
one knows that Pennsylvania has suffered for | 
want of protection in fer industrial interests. Our | 
workshops have been closed and our workmen | 
are out of employment. We have suffered long | 
and patiently by reason of the action of this Gov- | 
ernment; yet, unlike the gentleman, we have not || 
madly proposed a dissolution of this Union. We | 
have grievances in Pennsylvania, and have had || 
them for years; yet I think I can say for the peo- || 
ple of that State that, although their industrial | 
interests are paralyzed, they would rather beg | 
from door to door than raise an impious hand 
against the noble fabric of our common Govern- 
ment. The gentleman from Virginia cannot say 
as much. Because there are grievances in the 
South, he would therefore dissolve the Union. | 
Pennsylvania is true to the Union; and she now | 
asks of Congress the passage of this tariff bill, 
that her workshops may be opened and employ- | 
ment given to her people. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair feels it to be 
his duty to state that the debate so far has not 
been strictly in accordance with the order of the 
House making these amendmenis of the Senate to 
the tariff bill the special order in this committee. 
Gentlemen will therefore confine themselves here- 
after to the pending amendment. | 

The question was taken on Mr. McKenry’s 
amendment to the amendment; and it was dis- 
agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Prror’s 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. 

The Senate amendment was then concurred in. 

Twelfth amendment: 

-| 


From the following proviso strike out the words in brack 
ets: 

Provided, That all imitations of brandy or spirits, or of 
any of the said wines, and all wines imported by any names 
whatever, shall be subject to the duty provided for the gen- 
uing article which it is intended to represent, {and to the 


ae rates uf duty applicable to the article of the same 
lame. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirteenth and fourteenth amendments: 


Stike out “six,” and insert “one” in lieu thereof; and 
insert “three and one third ;” so that the paragraph will 
read, if amended, as follows : 


| 

| 

| 
Provided further, That brandies cr other spirituous liquors 

| 














tay be imported in bottles, when the package shall contain 
not less than one dozen ; and all bottles shall pay a separate 
duty, according to the rate established by this act, whether 
Containing wines, brandies, or other spirituous liquors, sub- 
te to duty as hereinbefore mentioned : on ale, porter, and 
; er, in bottles, 25 cents per gallon ; otherwise than in bot- 

es, 15 cents per gallon ; on ail spirituaus liquors not enu- 
merated, 33} per centuin ad valorem. 


Mr. MORRILL. I will say a word, if there be no 
objection, I cannot allow this subject of wines to 
pass without making my protest against the prin- 
cipleadopted by the Senate. Jt seems that the Sen- 
atc have changed the duties upun wines from spe- 





a ; 
Rarely indeed, in these degenerate days, is it || cificstoasimple ad valoremrate al) the way through, 
a us to witness such an instance of fidelity to || upon the alleged ground that we have a treaty with 
soagement, of the fulfillment of obligations with- || Portugal, which prevents us from levying a spe- 


ss revenue bills. And,atthe earliest moment, | 


| such rates of duty as it may think proper. 


| sert “valued at $5 or under per thousand, 20 cents per || 
| pound; over 85, and not over ten, 49 cents per pound; || 
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itis a ustrpation of the constitutional power of | 
this House, as the Constitution provides that 
Congressshallievy duties, and the House shall ori- 


am ready to coéperate with any party in this | 
House in the assertion of the power of this House | 
—its constitutional power—to 'evy upon wines || 
j J But || 
in this instance | do notadmit thatany treaty even | 
now exists that conflicts with this power. In the || 
discussion which has heretofore arisen, I think || 
an eXamination will show that the wine, and not || 
the argument of Portugal, has won a victory. 

The amendments were severally concurred in. 

Fifteenth amendment: 

Strike out “50 cents per pound,” and in lieu thereof in- 





and over $10, 60 cents per pound ;”’ so that the paragraph 
will read: 

Second. On cigars of kinds, valued at §5 or under per 
thousand, 20 cents per pound; over $5,and not over $10, | 
40 ceuts per pound; and over $10, 60 cents per pound, and, 
in addition thereto, 10 per centum ad valorem ; on snuff, 10 
cents per pound; on unmanufactured tobacco in leaf, 25 
per centum ad valorem; on all other manufactured or un- | 
manufactured tobacco, 30 per centum ad valorem. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move to strike 


out **20 cents,’’ and, in lieu thereof, insert ‘* 10 || 


cents.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, I do this for the purpose of ad- | 
dressing myself fora singie moment to the singu- 
lar feature which this bill, in all of its parts, pre- 
sents, It is proposed to simplify the system of | 
collecting duties so as to avoid the frauds to which | 
the existing system is obnoxious; and that is, to 








i} 


and not those in the higher and richer classes of 
society. You have at this point, a tax of more 
than $2 upon cigars which cost $7 and §5 per 
thousand, while upon cigars valued at $60 per 
thousand, there is a tax of no more than §12. 
This is not wise, nor is it in accordance with the 


| spirit which ought to manifest itself in every tariff 
| bill, now or hereafter to be passed. 


Theamendment to the amendment was rejected. 
The Senate amendment was then concurred in. 


Sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth ,Mineteenth, 


_twenticth, and twenty-first amendments of the 


Senate: 
On page 9, strike out in line six the word “ six,’* and In- 


| sert in lieu thereof “ seven ;”’ strike out in line seven * one 


inch and a half,’ and insert “‘ two inches ;’’ strike out in 
line eight * five eighths of one,” aud insert “ one half an 3”? 
strike out in line nine “ three,” and insert “ four;’? strike 
out in line ten “ five eighths of one,” and insert * one half 
an;’? and strike out in line eleven ** three,’’ and insert 
** four ;’? so that the bill will read as follows: 

First. On bar-iron, rolled or hammered, comprising flats, 
not less than one inch or more than seven inches wide, nor 


| less than one quarter of an inch or more than two Inches 
thick; rounds, not less than one half an inch, or more than 


four inches in diameter; and squares, not less than one 
half an inch, or more than four inches square, $15 per ton. 


The amendments were severally concurred in. 


Twenty-second amendment: 
Insert: ** And provided further, That none of the above 


| iron shall pay a less rate of duty than 20 per centum ad 


valorem ;”’ so that the bill will read: 

Provided, That all tron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other 
forms, less finished than iron tn bars, and more advanced 
than pig iron, except castings, shall de rated as iron in bars, 
and pay a duty accordingly: And provided further, That 
| none of the above iron shall pay a less rate of duty than 20 
| per centum ad valorem. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-third amendment: 
Insert the words “‘ drawn and finished ;”’ so that the bill 


|} will read: 


On iron wire, drawn and finished, not more than one 
fourth of one inch in diameter, nor less than No. 16 wire 
| gauge, 75 cents per one bundred pounds, and 15 per centum 
ad valorem. 


The amendment was concurred in. 





resort to a specific system, and avoid the corrup- | 
tions which cling about the prosecution of custom- | 
house entries at this time. If that really were the 

character of the bill, there would be a fair issue 
raised between the advocates of the two systems 
of ad valorem and specific, and then the friends of 
each might fairly address the House and country | 
with the arguments belonging to each. But this | 


bill fails, jn respect of discriminating between the 





systems and selecting the preferable one. On 
the contrary, itconfounds thetwo. We have dis- 
played throughout the bill the feature which is 
offensive, particularly at this point. Right here, | 
the specific and ad valorem systems are so con- | 
founded that it will be almost impossible to ex- 
ecute the law, if this be passed, as I have no doubt 
that it will, 
Mr.COX. I will ask the gentleman from New | 
York whether there has been any estimate made, | 
either at the Treasury or the custom-house in 
New York city, as to the relative expense between 
the existing tariff and the one now proposed?. If 
there has been, I hope he will state it to the 
House. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I know that such | 
an estimate has been made both at the custom- 


ment; but I am not aware of the exact increase 
of expense in executing this bill over the existing 
tariff. I know, however, that it exceeds 50 per 
cent. I am not able to state the precise increase, 
and therefore I will not undertake it. The num- 
ber of officials that will be necessary, under this 
bill, will be so great that the existing custom- | 
house accommodations will be unequal to the de- | 
mand that will be made upon them. The frauds | 
which are chargeable upon an ad valorem system | 
are equally chargeable upon this, while none of | 
the benefits claimed by its advocates for the spe- | 
cific cpio can be received under this compound | 
and disjointed affair that is proposed for our | 
acceptance, 
In respect to the character of the percentage | 
with which it is proposed to tax cigars, the ob- 
jectionable features of this bill become very ap- | 


parent. Weare taught throughout all of its pages || 


and in every line, that it is profitable, wise, judi- 
cious, and economical, and in accordance with 
the duties of legislators and the interests of the 
country to tax the necessaries and 9 Juxu- 
nes of life—to tax those in the lower ard poorer 


| 
| 
house in New York and at the Treasury Depart- | 
| 


Twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth amendments: 


| 
Strike out “ for nails, nuts, and horse shoes,” and insert 
and anvils; so that the bill will read: 

Fourth. On band and hoop-iron, slit rods not otherwise 
provided for, $20 per ton; on cut nails and spikes, 1 cent 
per pound; on tron cables or chains, or parts thereof, and 
anvils, $1 25 per one hundred pounds. 


The amendments were severally concurred in. 


Twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh amend- 
ments: 


Strike out “‘and anvils,” and insert “ and’ between 
“ a and “ wrought hinges ;’? so that the bill will 
read : 

On anchors, or parts thereof, $1 50 per one hundred 
pounds ; On wronglit board nails, spikes, rivets, and bolts, 
2 cents per pound; on bed-screw and wrought binges, |} 
cent per pound ; on chains, trace-chains, halter-chains, and 

| fence-chains, made of wire or rods one half of one inch in 
diameter or over, 1 cent. 


The amendments were severally concurred in. 


Twenty-eighth amendment: 

Page 11, line sixty, strike out “‘axle-trees,”’ and insert 
“axles,” 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-ninth amendment: 


Page 11, line sixty-five, strike out “ $1 25 per hundred 
pounds,” and insert: 
And on wrought iron nuts and washers, ready punched, 
$25 per ton. . 
| 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Thirtieth amendment: 


Page 12, line seventy-nine, after the word “!ocomo- 
tives,’’ insert “ locomotive tire, or parts thereof.’ 

Mr. BRIGGS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to submit a few remarks touchin 
an item in the original bill, which I think ashame 
the attention of the Senate, and which, by unan- 
imous consent, might be changed. I do not wish 
to speak directly to the amendment of the Senate 
which has just on read. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Wecannot, even by unani- 
mous consent, change the text of the bill. The 
Senate having agreed to it, it is now beyond our 
power. 

The SPEAKER. The only matter before the 
committee are the amendments of the Senate. 
What the Senate have concurred in, is beyond 
the power of the House to change. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Well, I move to strike out the 
amendment which the Clerk has just read. I de- 
sire to say, that the framers of the tariff bill, last 
' session, did—I presume inadvertently—provide 
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in the bill a duty, which amounts to a proscriptive | tion of screws to the amount of 80 per cent., but 
one and averaging 85 per cent., upon an article || I do not believe there is. 
which enters largely into the consumption of the *| 


country—! mean the article of wood screws. 


| 


The consumption of that article is no less than || 


$4,000,000 a year. Startling as it may seem to the 


committee, this bill levies that enormous duty, | 
and gives a monopoly of the manufacture of that | 
article to the American Screw Manufacturing | 


That | 


Company, in Providence, Rhode Island. 
company, faving a patent for the manufacture of | 
that article, have been able, by their monopoly | 
and # vast capital, to crush out all other manufac- | 
turers of the article in the country, and now have 
acomplete monopoly within themselves. That 
company, which asks this duty at the hands of 
Congress, divides 50 per cent. of profits monthly | 
during the year. The business of the company | 
is of that magnitude that the stock of the com- | 
pany, upon which only $40 upon $100 has been 
| in, has been sold within a few weeks for 
1,600 per share. And yet that monopoly comes 
1ere, and asks Congress to put a specific duty 
upon the arucle of wood screws equal to 85 per 
cent. on an average. So great was the prejudice 
in the select committee of five in the Senate against 
the dealers and consumers of this article, that the 
chairman of that committee was unwilling to re- 
ceive, and refused to receive, the memorials of nine 
tenths of the hardware men of the United States 
in opposition to this monopoly. The pane 
were sent to me, because I have all my life been 
connected with that trade; and I presented them 
to the committee of the Senate, and did all in my 
power to have this wrong remedied. No regard 
whatever was paid by that committee of five to 
that great interest. So disrespectfully was the 
memorial treated, through me and a delegation 
from the city of New York representing the hard- 
ware board of trade, that the chairman of that 
committee refused to treat me with the courtesy 
of being heard before the committee, in reference 





to the memorial emanating from that large and 
meritorious class of our ciuzens. 

So far as the action of Congress is concerned, 
I do not see that there is now any remedy except 
by a supplemental bill. lask gentlemen how can 
they go home and meet the manufacturers of va- 
rious articles in their districts, and tell them that 
they will be forced to buy this article, which they 
all use to a greater or less extent, only by paying 
the enormous rate of profits which the company 
have put upon it?) This company pays $25,000 
a year to a company in England, for not sending 
their screws to this country. 

{Here the hammer fell.]} 

Mr. MORRILL. The remarks of the gentle- 
man from New York have been wholly out of 
order, because the subject is not before the House, 
the Senate having concurred in that part of the 
bil. Butas he has stated certain facts, itis proper 
that some correct views should be laid before 
the Committee of the Whole House. The com- 
pany to which the gentleman has referred, has 
obtained a patent by which they are enabled to 
manufacture screws of a quality far superior to 
anything that has ever before been manufactured, 
and at a much reduced cost. It is true, as the 

entieman. says, that they are making large profits. 
They are entitled to a monopoly, under their pat- 
ent, to make a particular kind of screws, The 
screw companies of this country have heretofore 
entirely failed to accomplish the purposes for 
which they were created, and have lost their capi- 
tal. None of them succeeded until this new ma- 
chinery wasinvented. The American people are 
now able to purchase a better screw, and at a 
lower price, than ever before. 

But there is one thing in reference to this com- 
pany which does and should meet with strong con- 
demnation; and so faras | am concerned, | would 
unite with gentlemen of any and all parties to put 
down this monopoly, unless this company shall 
pursue a more liberal course in their trade with 
the American people. I will strike hands with 
the genUeman from New York, and withanybody 
else, to strip them of all protection. 

It is true that the English manufacturers, using 
a similar machine, by employing pauper labor | 
merely, are enabled to compete with the Ameri- | 
can manufacturers, and might crush them, unless | 
we gave them some protection. Ido not know 
but that there may be something in this bill 


| 











! 


The duty may be too 


large, but I will say that, under any reasonable || formy own State, I am willing to 


tariff, this company will have a monopoly of the | 
business. 
enue from the importation of screws; they are not 
imported, and cannot be under any reasonable 
tariff. 

But as the subject is not properly before the 
committee, I will say no more upon the subject. 

Mr. JENKINS. I would ook the gentleman 
if this company at Providence can make screws 
cheaper and better than anybody else, why put | 


better and cheaper than they had ever heretofore 
been manufactured. 

Mr. JENKINS. That is no reason why they 
should be protected. 

Mr. BRIGGS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

The amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

Thirty-first amendment: 

Page 12, line eighty-seven, strike out “25” and insert 
** 30;”? so that the clause shall! read: 

On all manufactures of iron not otherwise provided for, 
30 per centum ad valorem. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-second, thirty-third, thirty-fourth, and 
thirty-fifth amendments: 

Line thirty-two, strike out “ and valued at above 11 cents 
per pound, 2} cents per pound: Provided, That no ;’’ line 
ninety-four, insert ** not otherwise provided for;? line 
ninety-five, strike out “ less than ;” line two hundred and 
two, insert ‘ ou cross-cut saws, 8 cents per lineal foot ;”? so 
that the clause shall read, as follows: 

6th. On all steel in ingots, bars, sheets, or wire, not less 
than one fourth of an inch in diameter, valued at7 cents per 
pound, or less, 1} cent per pound ; valued at above 7 cents 
per pound, and not above 11 cents per pound, 2 cents per 
pound ; steel in any form, not otherwise provided for, shall 
pay a duty of 20 per centum ad valorem ; on steel wire less 
than one fourth of an inch in diameter, and not less than 
No. 16 wire gauge, §2 per one hundred pounds, and in ad- 
dition thereto 15 per centum ad valorem ; Jess or finer than 
No. 16 wire gauge, $2 50 per one hundred pounds, and in 
addition thereto 15 per centum ad valorem; on cross-cut 
saws, 8 cents per lineal foot. 


The amendments were concurred in. 


Thirty-sixth amendment: 

Line one hundred and five, page 13, insert: 

On skates costing 20 cents or less per pair, 6 cents per 
pair; on those costing over 20 cents per pair, 30 per centum 
ad valorem. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I move to amend by striking 
out ‘* six,’’ and insertin& *‘four.’’ In glancing 
over this bill, I find that we are taxed upon every 
article of which iron and steel form a part, and 
everybody knows how extensively these articles 
are used in al] departments of industry. Every 
time we have a nail driven into a horse-shoe, we 
are taxed; every time we use a wire to ring the 
snout of swine, we are taxed; and every time we 
use a cup of tea, that beverage which Cowper 
says cheers but not intoxicates, [laughter 

A Voice. ‘ Cheers but not inebriates.’ 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Itis all the same thing. On 
all these articles we are taxed. Now, sir, it is 
well known that recently the young ladies have 
adopted the practice of skating as an amusement, 
which is highly promotive of theirhealth. Now, 
it does seem to me that while we are taxed upon 
all our luxuries, upon all the necessities of life, 
and in every department of life and industry, we 
ought not to tax the health of the country to sat- 
isfy this insatiable pride of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I under- 
stand that these skates are mainly used by office- 
holders. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I do not want to take up the 
time of the committee. I do hope the committee 
will refuse to concur in this amendment of the 
Senate, and I shall call fora division on the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Chairman,I do not 
understand why gentlemen should say upon this 
floor that this is a measure of relief for Pennsyl- 
vania exclusively, or that we are more interested 
in it than the producers of staples in other parts 
of the country. I deny that it is a Pennsylvania 
measure exclusively. Iam advocating this bill 
for the benefit of the whole country—the wool 
manufacturers of New England, the wool-growers 
of the West, the hemp-growers of Kentucky, the 
iron interests of Pennsylvania; Maryland, south- 





-ern Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky, and every part of 


which gives a protection to a particular descrip- || the country, are interested in the various provis- 


a duty upon the article of 85 per cent.? 
Mr. MORRILL. I said they manufactured them 
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We cannot expect to derive any rev- || it than the other States of this Un 
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ions of this bill. I look upon it 


> 7 as a e 
tional measure. While I am demande. oan, 
5 SUce 


Sive it to ever 
part of the Union. We have no more interes: in 
10 

tired of the ery about Pennsylvania. tone om 
tects the leading interests of the country ae 
constituents of the gentleman from Illinois ine 
as much interest in the bill as mine have _ 
as much opposed to some features of it as the 


tleman is. I do not like to impose a dut 6g 
Y Upon 
tea and coffee. I am utterly opposed to the Sen 


ate’s rejection of the House measure in rela, 

to the abolition of the warehousing system: atl 
am willing to take the bill, beeause it will rows 4 
industry and give protection to all the leading 
interests of the whole country. I advocate jt ., 
an American, not as a Pennsylvanian, Rs 

Mr. COX. I move to amend the amendment 
by striking out * four ’’ and inserting * one,” 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I simply want to say, that] 
am tired of this everlasting cry abont protectins 
the products of the West. I am a producer, anj 
I know that it does not protect me. 

Mr. COX. [am sorry to interrupt any collp. 
quy between gentlemen upon the other side of th» 
House. | hope that harmony will be preserved oy 
that side of the House, especially on this tarig 
bill, which is voted for to-day under the pressure 
of the Republican platform. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state tha; 
he announced some time ago that he intended tp 
confine the debate to the pendingamendment, Tho 
gentleman must discuss the amendment in regard 
to skates. 

Mr. COX. The Chair ought to have com. 
menced with some one who has spoken before 
me. Why was it not done in the case of the gep- 
tleman from Pennsylvania,{Mr.Campsext,)} who 
has just taken his seat? Why not in the case of 
the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Lovesoy?| | 
wanted to take up the suggestion thrown out by 
the gentleman from Illinois. He said he was tired 
of this ery of protecting the products of the West. 
I would not have risen here to-day—for | am 
hardly fit to be in my seat, on account of ill health— 
but that I desire, earnestly, to protest against this 
bill in toto. It is a great fiscal tyranny. It isa 
mountainous burden upon the West. That sec- 
tion asks for no such protection as is contained 
in this bill. Atleast, thatis my humble judgment. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania says that 
this bill protects the interests of the West. Where 
does the West get any protection in this bill? If 
it gets a dime it is only to levy $1 of tribute in 
return. It is a protective measure; that I admit. 
That is avowed. What is protection? We on 
this side of the House are in favor of a revenue 
tariff. ‘That is our doctrine. No bounties; no 
special advantages; no class legislation. A revenue 
tariff may give incidental protection; but the gen- 
tlemen from Pennsylvania who clamor in full cho- 
rus for this bill, know that it is direct protection 
for protection’s sake. In other words, it is 4 
bounty paid by the consumers of the South and 
West to the iron-masters of Pennsylvania and the 
cotton millionaires of New England. That is 
what it is, and nothing more. It is only neces- 
sary to look into the details of the bill—which no 
five minutes’ speech will allow—and especially 
the section in regard to iron, to see that it is the 
worst sort of cool irony to urge that the West 
demands any such protection as it pretends to 
give. Look at it! a single object or imple- 
ment, from a nail to an engine, from a chisel to« 
plow, into which iron enters, is hereby taxed. ! 
will except, perhaps, locomotive iron, which 1s 
lowered somewhat. But anvils, screws, cross-C\' 
saws, steel of all kinds, and, therefore, every !™- 
plement of trade, are raised to a very large pe" 
cent. For what purpose? For the purpose of 
panies money in the pockets of a certain classi" 

ennsylvania. Thatisall. Who page ibis money! 
Not the people of the West to the West; not the 
le of Peaaeriveais so much to the people of 
ennsylvania; but the people of the South and the 
people of the West are made tributaries to o 
iron satraps of Pennsylvania for the a . 
making’ up the $60,000,000 to be raised, as ' 


alleged, by this bill. y 
he pdephe of Ohio pay one tenth of _ 
$60,000,000. It is called revenue; but it is We 
ascertained that this bill will not give the sores 
which the present tariff gives. It should be calle 
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a payment from the consumers to the manufac- 
turers, in guise of a Government tax. Ohio pays, 
| say, one tenth of this $60,000,000. The district | 
| represent pays one twentieth part of that one 
tenth; it pays at least $30,000 a year indirectly 
for the support of this Government; and how | 
much more will it pay when it comes in this indi- | 
rect form, with no bounty to the agricultural in- 
terest, which is paramount in its economy. True, 
the West can take care of itself. It is rich by 
nature in its resources; and if the people of Penn- 
sylvania cannot live o working thei iron forges 
with their own natural resources; and if the peo- 
le of New England cannot live by working their 
spindles with their native ingenuity, without the 
aid and bounty of the Government, let them move 
to the West, and there the God of nature will 
rotect them if they have the industry to work! 
Now, Mr. Chairman, this bill professes to be 
arevenue measure. Sufficient revenue could be 
raised by a proper revision of the present tariff 
law. I believe it is hardly in order to refer to 





what passes in the other branch of Congress; but 
I may say that Senator Hunter, a gentleman of 
the most approved financial capacity, has shown 
that by amending the present tariff law, nearly 
$60,000,000 could be raised. How? Simply by 
achange of the 4 per cents. to 10, from 8 per cent. 
to 10, from 12 per cent. to 15, and carrying up spices 
to 30 per cent., and the 5 per cents. put on the 
free list. Thus we would add to the $50,000,000— 
which in a fair year, without panic and political 
trouble, the present tariff would give—an Increase 
of over $6,000,000, an pe amount to pay 
every honest expenditure of this Government. 
{Here the hammer fell.] ° 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the 
committee that he intends rigidly to’ enforce the 
rules hereafter. The debate must be confined to 
the skates, that being the subject of the pending 
amendment. The gentleman from Ohio objected 
to the point of order being made upon him, after 
the —_——— from Pennsylvania had been al- 
owed to proceed; but from this time forth, the 
Chair will enforce the rules. 
Mr. COX. I withdraw my amendment. 
The amendment proposed by Mr. Lovesoy was 
then disagreed to. 
The question recurred on agfecing to the amend- 
ment of the Senate. = 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move to strike 
out “six,’’ and insert “ three” in lieu thereof; 
and I intend to address myself to that amendment 
specifically. I wish to call the attention of the 
committee to this fact: that skates of the value of 
30 cents and down to 6 cents, are generally im- 
sorted. They are used by the poorer classes, and 
be children. They cost, per pair, as low as 6 
cents;and the duty which is proposed upon skates 
of that description is from 40 to 100 per cent. I 
think we ought to reduce the duty from 6 cents to 
3 cents. 
The amendment was disagreed to. 


The amendment of the Senate was then con- 
curred in, 


Thirty-seventh amendment : 


In lines four and five, of section nine, after the word 
“lead,” insert “ and oxide of zinc.”’ 


Thirty-eighth amendment: 


In line seven of the same section, after the word “ lead,’ 
insert ** chromate and bichromate of potasn.”? 


Thirty-ninth amendment: 


In line eight of the same section, strike out the words 
‘* chromate, bichromate.” 


Fortieth amendment: 


In line twelve of the same section, after the word 
“white,” insert “ pipe clay.” 


_ These amendments were severally concurred 


in, SO as to make that portion of the section read 
as follows: 


Sec. 9, “ind be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
ioned the following duties, that is to say: First, on white 
lead and oxide of zinc, dry or ground in oil, red lead, and 
ee 1} cents per pound ; on sugar of lead oracetate of 
ad and nitrate of lead, chromate and bicbromate of potash, 

cents per pound ; on hydriodate, and prussiate of potash 
and. chromic acid, and salts of iodine, and resublimed 
iodine 15 per centum ad valorem ; on whiting, 25 cents per 
one hundred pounds; on Paris eee clay, and ochers 
or ochery earths, not otherwise provided for, when dry, 35 
cents per One hundred pounds. 


Forty-first amendment: 
In line seventeen of the same section, strike out ‘six 
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the clause read as foiiows: 
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a. ‘ . e = ’ 
teen,” and insert“ twenty ” in lieu thereof; so as to make || incur that risk. If that be their Ratpose, they 
e therefore 


**On linseed, flaxseed, hempseed, and rapeseed oil, 20 
cents per gailou.”” 

Mr. CURTIS. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out “‘ twenty,’’ and inserting in 
lieu thereof *‘twenty-four.’’ If it were not the 
purpose of those who are leading in this matter to | 
acquiesce in the amendments of the Senate, I | 
should certainly insist on a change in the duty on 
oil, for the purpose of protecting the manufac- 
turers of itin this country. The duty on flax- 
seed has been raised, and I think the duty on oil 
should be raised to correspond with that change. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Lowa what ad valorem duty he would impose | 
on imported linseed oil. More than 20 per cent.? 

Mr. CURTIS. I do not attach ad valorem duty 
because that would be carrying out the principle 
of protection in connection with the idea of rev- 
cate which is, I believe the great principle in the 

ill.” 

Mr. PHELPS. Would you desire to impose 
a duty of 50, 40 or 30 per cent. on linseed oil ? 

Mr. CURTIS. That would not operate as a 
protection to manufacturers, I will not prescribe 
any bounty, because I believe that that would not 
effect the purpose I have in view. My idea would 
be to keep the price of the oil so much above the 
price of flaxseed as to induce the manufacture of 
oil here. 

Mr. MORRILL. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Iowa. I think 
that the duty proposed by the Senate is almost an 
enormity,and the gentleman proposes to increase 
even that. The rate of 16 cents per gallon is 
equal at least toan ad valorem duty of 30 per cent.; 
and to raise it 20 cents on the gallon would be an 
outrage. 

But, Mr. Chairman, the Senate has preserved 
the relative difference between seed and oil, so 
that, I believe} our commerce with India will not, 
as it regards linseed, be interrupted. I am con- 
strained therefore to let the duty remain as is pro- 
posed by the Senate for the present time. But I 
say this, that I will be ready, at any monent, to 
coéperate with any party in reducing the duty on 
linseed oil, and also on linseed. They are both 
much too high. 

So far as the protection of the interests of lowa 
or of any other western State is concerned, we 
have secured that by placing a duty on linseed, 
heretofore free, and increasing it on oil, and by 
an increase of the duty on linen, the last mostim- 
portant of all. It is utterly impossible that we 
can impose so high a rate on linseed oil as to in- 
duce American agriculturists to forsake the culti- 
vation of wheat and devote themselves to that of 
linseed or flaxseed, because the cultivation of flax- 
seed is very exhaustive to the soil, and all good 
farmers know it and shun its cultivation. While 
they can raise fifteen bushels of wheat to the acre 
—for which they can get as good a price as they 
can for linseed, of which they cannot raise more 
than eight or ten bushels—they never will go into 
the cultivation of linseed in consequence of any 

rotection you may ~~ But by protection to 
inen a market is made for the fiber, which, with 
the machinery already in use in some of the west- 
ern States, by which it can be taken directly from 
the field to market, without being rotten or broken 
at all, you enable the producers to obtain a much 
higher remuneration per acre than they can ob- 
tain when the crop is only raised for the seed. I 
am opposed to the amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Iowa, and I[ hope it will not be 
adopted. 

The question was taken on Mr. Curtis’s amend- 
ment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on the Senate amend- 
ment; and it was concurred in. 

Forty-second amendment: 

Strike out the words “of seven and a half pounds,” as 
the measure of a gallon of rapeseed oil. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move toamend the amend- 
ment by striking out the words ‘and a half.” I 
desire simply to make a suggestion to the com- 
mittee. It has been announced by several gen- 
tlemen on the Republican side of the House that 
it is their purpose to concur in these amendments, 
in order to secure the passage of this bill, and to 
avoid the risk of its falling between the two 
Houses. Gentlemen have announced that they 
will vote for unpalatable amendments rather than 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 












have the power to accomplish it. 

in nothing by sitting here debating this bill for 
nours, and coming to a result that 1s already pre- 
determined. The proposition which I have to 
make is this: that, by unanimous consent, we sub- 
mit all the amendments at once to the action of 
the committee, and that we then rise and go into 
the House, where gentlemen who desire to make 
a record, or otherwise, can have a separate vote 
on each amendment. I hope that, by unanimous 
consent, that course will be pursued. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That will be the effect of 
the present arrangement at one o'clock. If gen- 
tlemen do not desire to go through these arnend- 
ments in detail, I desire to submit some general 
remarks to the committee on this bill. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I did not rise for the pur- 
pose of debating the bill, but to make a sugges- 
tion which I thought would save time, which, at 
this late period of the session, is a matter of much 
importance. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then I submit the motion 
that the committee now rise and report the bill to 
the House. 

Mr. BARR. Will that prevent the offering of 
further amendments? 

Mr. SHERMAN. There will be no opportu- 
nity to offer amendments to the amendments; but 
gentlemen can have a vote oneach amendment of 
the Senate. If there be no objection, 1 submit the 
motion indicated. 


Mr. BARR. I object. 


Forty-third amendment: 

Strike out the words “ and 25 cents; so as to make the 
duty on opium $1 per pound. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. Mr. Chairman, 
if it be in order, I desire to call the attention of 
the committee at this time to an important amend- 
ment, which we have not yet reached, and which 
I am apprehensive we cannot reach, before one 
o’clock, the hour when the bill is to be reported 
to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The order of the Senate 
amendments cannot be varied, unless by unani- 
mous consent. If there be no objection the gen- 
tleman from New York may proceed. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. CLARK, ot New York. I call the atten- 
tion of the committee to the fifty-second amend- 
ment of the Senate, which imposes specific duties 
of 50 and 40 cents a square yard, according to 
value, upon ‘Brussels carpet wrought by the 
Jacquard machine.”’ I move to strike out those 
words. 

Mr. Chairman, of thecarpetsimported and sold 
in the United States, at least four-fifths are entered 
at the port of New York; and of the carpets man- 
ufactured in the United States, at least a corre- 
age proportion are sold in the city of New 

ork, for the account of the manufacturer. This 
is a very important article of commerce, in which 
we are, of course, deeply interested. Carpets are 
doubtless, a fair subject of taxation, being of 
almost universal use. All the extensive carpet 
dealers in the city of New York have protested 
against the provisions of the bill, first, because of 
the change in the form of duties from ad valorem 
to specifics, and second, because of the extrava- 
gant rates of taxation which these specifics conceal. 

When this bill passed this House at the last 
session, it was not generally supposed by the com- 
mercial men of New York that there was danger 
of its becoming a law. Hence it did not receive 
that degree of attention which a measure working 
such radical changes in the revenue system of the 
country ought to have received at*their hands. 
When recently the abandonment of their places 
in Congress by the Representatives of the seced- 
ing States placed the passage of the bill within the 
power of the now dominant majority in Congress, 
these dealers in carpets united in a remonstrance 
— it as certain to diminish the revenue, and 
almost equally certain to seriously affect their 
trade, by reason of its prohibitions. Their recol- 
lections of the tariff of 1842 reminded them of the 
inconveniencesand embarrassments to which they 
would be subjected in passing their importations 
through the customs; and they regarded with just 
alarm the inauguration of a new and complex sys- 
tem ata time of almost universal suspension of 
trade. But they had resolved to submit while this 
experiment was being practiced, confident that a 
brief period of time would vindicate the opinion 
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they expressed, that the passage of the bill would | 
result in such a diminution of revenue upon the 
article of carpets as to force the Government toa 
repeal of the measure, 

Objectionable generally as is the bill, the pro- 
visions in respectof carpets nevertheless were far 
less objectionable when it went to the Senate than 
when it came back to the House. As originally 
framed, these provisions did not seem designed 
to favor any particular interest to the prejudice of 
the public, and I should not now deem it to be 
my Sap to address the House at this stage of the 
bill if it were not for the manipulations of these | 
provisions which has been permitted in the Sen- 
ate, lLask the attention of the committee fora 


few moments, that they may see how the Senate |) 


has dealt with one particular item. 


This article of ‘* Brussels carpets, wrought by || 


the Jacquard machine,”’ isa fabric of very general | 
use. li is the most inexpensive of the valuable 
carpets. It is the best carpet within the reach of 


of which we havea sampleonthisfloor. Whenthe 
distinguished gentleman from Vermont prepared 
this bill, he placed this article in the clause levy- 
ing a specific duty of 30 cents per square yard. In 
the Senate, it has been taken from ‘hens clause, and 
has been placed in the highest schedule, paying a 
duty of 50 cents per square yard, when valued at 
over $1 25, so thata Brussels carpet costing from 
$1 30 to $1 40 per yard, pays precisely the same 
duty per square yard as the Axminster or the Au- 


busson, costing in England $5 to $6, and retailed | 


in New York at from $6 50 to $8 per yard. There 
must be some special reason for this. Why isit, 
that on the plain, ordinary, five-frame Brussels 
carpet, the same duty is to be levied as is levied 


on the Axminster, such as you can see in the east | 
room of the President’s house, and which, I am | 


informed, was put down to order at $10 per square 


yard? I will inform the committee, and | will || 
then apres to every right-minded man to render | 


his aid, that one of the most magnificent specula- 
tions which this tariff affords, shall not be permit- 
ted to become successful by means of this Senate 


amendment. 


The term ‘ Brussels carpets wrought by the 
Jacquard machine’’ has a very innocent look; but 
what does it mean? It means the ordinary five- 
frame Brussels carpet wrought by power. The 
Jacquard machine is employed, and power is 
adapted to its use, by means of a valuable inven- 
tion patented by the United States, and owned by 
a gentleman of Massachusetts, who now manu- 
factures eight tenths of all the Brussels carpets 
manufactured on thiscontinent. The effect of this 
change of the House bill is to protect.this patent 
right, and the purpose is to secure to its owner, 
and those associated with him inthe manufacture 
of Brussels carpets of this description, the monop- 


oly of the trade in this great article. This Mas- | 
sachusetts gentleman— who isa man of wealth, of | 


extraordinary enterprise, and equal ingenuity— 
obtains from the United States a patent for the 
protection of his great invention, which is gener- 
ally known by the name of the Brussels power- 
loom patent. He obtained a patent in England. 
Ile sold it, or the privilege of its use, to the Messrs. 
Crossleys, of Halifax, England, for £20,000 ster- 
ling. The Messrs. Crossleys weave Brussels car- 


ted States with a similar article manufactured in 


associates, by the aid of the same invention. 
There are at this time, as I am informed, sixty of 
these power looms owned by this gentieman and 
his associates, and at work in one of the towns of 
Massachusetts making those Brussels carpets by | 
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to a specific duty equivalent to 37 per cent. ad va- | 
| lorem. You subject this fubric to the same tax to | 


which you subject the Aubusson, the Axminster, 
and Wilton, which adorn the mansions of the 
wealthy. You disturb the business of those 
gentlemen who earn their livelihood by the im- 
portation and sale of this fabric, and you hazard 
a good part of the revenue derived from the im- 
portation of $1,000,000 worth of the article; and 


why? To give the monopoly of the trade to this | 
|| Massachusetts manufacturer, and to give addi- | 
| tional protection to his patented invention. The pro- | 
visions of this bill make us familiar with high spe- | 


cifics, imposed for the sake of protection; but this 
is the first occasion in the history of tariffs, of 
which I am informed, when a specific duty has 
been levied for the protection of a patent right. This 
is a new application of the doctrine of protection. 


Mr. SICKLES. I trust that,as my colleague 


was permitted to take up this amendment out of | 


its order, | shall be permitted to refer to another | 
men in moderate circumstances, It is the carpet || 


very important and extraordinary amendment, 
which, | presume, is the result simply of an error. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will have 
permission, if there be no objection. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question, then, is 
upon theamendment of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Ciark.] 


to which I shall call the attention of the commit- 
tee is corrected, and which | will proceed very 
briefly to state.” ¢ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to say 


— a 


that is in order. 

Mr. SICKLES. I was so familiar with the 
-Chair’s strict justice in that respect that I hardly 
needed to be reminded of it. 

Mr. Chairman, when this bill was under con- 
| sideration in the Senate, a very important altera- 
tion was made, fixing the duty at 30 per cent. ad 


called your attention to. He has called your at- 
tention to an interpolation, the effect of which is 
to extend the doctrine of protection to a patent 
right: I desire to call your attention to an extraor- 
dinary subtraction or abstraction from the House 


fence.”? [Laughter.] r, this bill, as it passed 
the Senate, imposes a duty of 30 per cent. ad valo- 
rem on all wines. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must arrest 
| the remarks of the gentleman from New York. 
They are not pertinent to the amendment under 
consideration. 

Mr. SICKLES. I beg pardon of the Chair; 
but I did not hear any gentleman upon the floor 
call me to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection was made to 
returning to the amendment the gentleman from 
New York desired to discuss. ‘Thé Chair an- 
nouced that he would confine gentlemen in their 
remarks to the amendment immediately under 


| consideration. The Chair must say to the gen- 


| Ueman, therefore, that he will be required to con- 


_ fine his remarks to the amendment respecting the 
pets by power, by the aid of this invention; and | 
their manufacture comes in competition in the Uni- 


Jacquard carpets. 


| Mr. SICKLES. Well, sir, I shall certainly | 
|| oppose the amendment of my colleague. 
Massachusetts by this same gentleman and his | 

| 


Mr. MORRILL. The gentleman’s colleague 


uponan amendment of the Senate out of order; but 

I did not understand him to submitany amendment 

in reference to the Jacquard carpet amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 


| 
| 
| was permitted, by unanimous consent, to speak 


the Jacquard machine. There are two or three || York*{Mr. Cuark] moved to strike out that 
other loomsat Roxbury, Massachusetts,and there || amendment of the Senate. 


are ten of them in the city of New York. These | 
looms pay to this inventor a royalty of 3or 4 
cents.a yard for the use of his invention. These, 
I am informed, are the only looms employed upon | 
this continent in the manufacture of Brussels car- 
pets by power. There is imported at New York 


annually upwards of $1,000,000 worth of this fab- || 


ric. The American manufacture—the product of | 
the looms to which I have referred—make,all com- 
bined, to theextent of about $700,000 in value. ‘To | 
peneees this manufacture you take the article of | 

russels carpets, paying, under the tariff of 1857, | 





an ad valorem duty of 24 per cent., and subject it || posing the amendment of my colleague. 


Mr. SICKLES. Well, sir, 1 was proceeding 
to state that my colleague discovered an ‘ octo- 
roon in the fence.’? Now, sir, I want to call the 
attention of the committee to another matter quite 
as extraordinary. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I trust the gentleman from 


New York will not insist upon proceeding out of 


order. His remarks are certainly not in order to 


_ the amendment of his colleague. 


Mr, SICKLES. I shall certainly not proceed 
unless I am understood as conforming to the ruling 
of the Chair. I propose to confine myself to op- 








gentleman from New York, that it 


Se 





Mr. SICKLES. Well, sir, I am opposed to | 


| the amendment of my colleague, unless a mistake 





to the gentleman that he will be compelled to rule | 
very strictly in respect to the character of debate | 


valorem upon all wines; bearing a very striking | 
contrast to what my colleague [Mr. Ciark] has | 


bill, indicating an a large ** octoroon in the | 
i 





February 25, 


TheCHAIRMAN, The Chair will say tome 


is a ve 

pleasant duty to interfere in the course ofan., _ 
tleman’s remarks; but the Chair will feel om <a 
to enforce the rule, peed 

Mr. SICKLES. Mr. Chairman, after jy. 
called to order by the chairman of the Conse : 
cf Waysand Means, whose leadership in ee 
of courtesy as well as questions of order jy this 
House is acknowledged by everybody, | shaji “, 
deavor not to transgress the rules, ™ 

I repeat, sir, that my colleague has called th 
attention of this committee and of the Elouse to ; 
most extraordinary feature of this bill; and al. 
no one on that side of the House rose to expla : 
or make any further allusion to it. No one rose 
to explain, to defend, or to excuse. [| therefore 
rose for the purpose of making a further ex 
tion of other errors in the bill. Sir, itis some. 
thing unusual and unprecedented to stifle debata 
upon a revenue measure; but when I cali attention 
to an error of the mostextraordinary deseription. 
and I am not permitted to state it, it shows tha, 
there is something in the bill worse than has ye 
appeared on its face. , 

Ir. MOORHEAD. 1 mustcall the gentlemay 
to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state, jy 
response to a remark made by the gentlemay 
from New York, thata gentleman rose on the other 
side of the House to reply to the remarks of his 
colleague; but the gentleman rose first, and the 
Chair thought it iis duty to recognize him. 

Mr. SICKLES. I certainly make no com. 
plaint of the Chair, 

Mr. HUGHES. [shall oppose, as at presen; 
advised, the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York. - 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must sub- 
mit an. amendment if he wishes to make any 
remarks. 

Mr. HUGHES. I move tostrike out the word 
** Jacquard.’’ I move this ainendment more for 
the purpose of eliciting information than anything 
else. I had always supposed that the Jacquard 
loom was a French loom, and therefore not pat- 
entable in the United States, it having been used 
for along time. I ask the gentleman trom New 
York why it is, if such be the fact, that he char- 
acterizes this amendment as giving protection to 


a event 

r. CLARK, of New York. The Jacquard 
loom is an old invention, and there is where the 
cheat is. This invention is a Brussels power 
loom for the manufacture of this description of 
carpet, on which is made the only Brussels carpet 
made on the Jacquard machine in this country. 

Mr. HUGHES. I withdraw my amendment. 

The question recurred on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. McCLERNAND called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McCuier- 
nanpand Brayton were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 72, noes 61. 

So the amendment was concurred in. _ 

The CHAIRMAN. One o’clock having ar- 
rived, the committee will now, under the instruc- 
tions of the House, rise and report the amend- 
ments to the House. 

The committee then rose; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Cotrax reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
the amendments of the Senate to the tariff bil), 
and, without coming to any conclusion thereo!, 
had directed him, under the instructions of the 
House, to report the amendments back to the 
House. : 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, before calling 
the previous question, | desire to make some ge! 
eral remarks on the necessity of concurring |" 
the amendments of the Senate. 1 will not com 
sume ten minutes. : 

Mr. STANTON. I rise toa question of order. 
There is a special order postponed until this day, 
after the morning hour; and I insist that that spe- 
cial order, and not these amendments of the Set 
ate to the tariff bill, is the question before the 
House at this time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. These amendments were 
made the special order for this day, on Saturday 
last. . 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Patton, one of its clerks, notifying: the 
House that that body had passed bills and a joint 
resolution of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 435) to refund to the Ter- 
ritory of Utah the expenses incurred in suppress- 
ine Indian hostilities in the year 1853; 

An act (H.R. No. 299) for the payment of ex- 
penses incurred in the ee of Indian hos- 
tilities in the State of California; on a 

A joint resolution (H.R. No. 70) to quiet titles 
to lands in the State of lowa; 

The first without and the others with amend- 
ments, in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House; and also informing the 


House that the President of the United States had | 
notified the Senate that he had approved and 
signed joint resolution (S. No. 49) to repeal the | 


joint resolution approved June 15, 1860, for the 
relief of William H. De Groot. 


THE TARIFF—AGAIN. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I will not detain the House | 


ten minutes. 

Mr. STANTON. I want the Chair to decide 
my point of order. I was present when these 
Senate amendments were postponed till to-day; 
and | was not aware, nor do | think the House 
was, that the understanding then made super- 


seded the militia bill, previously made the special | 


order for this day. My understanding was that, 
at one o’clock, the tariff bill was to be taken out of 
committee, and that then the House was to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the militia bill, which 
was set down for this day. If that had not been 
the agreement, I certainly would have objected. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so under- 
stand it. 

Mr. STANTON. Let the Journal entry be 
read. I did not understand that the tariff bill was 
made the special order. It was agreed, I thought, 
that we should go into committee on this bill, and 
at one o’clock that the committee should rise to 
proceed to the consideration of the militia bill, 
set down as the special order for this day after the 
morning hour. Task thatthe Journalentry be read. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
is laboring under a misapprehension. The reso- 
lution adopted last Saturday went further than he 
states. In the opinion of the Chair, the under- 
standing was, that the tariff bill should be reported 
to the House, and considered. 





| 
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‘| ments of the Senate, and have voted for this bill | 
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acceler 


Mr. MORRILL. Such was the declaration of | 


the gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. Puetps.] 
Mr. PHELPS. I had something to do with 
this matter on last Saturday. I was under the 
misapprehension that the militia bill reported by 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs [Mr. Stanton] was made the special order 
fur to-morrow, and not for this day. My prop- 
osition last Saturday was, that the amendments 


of the Senate to the tariff bill should be consid- | 
ered in the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union until one o’clock; and that then, 
whatever progress had been made, they should 
be reported to the House, and disposed of. I 
made that suggestion, which the House adopted, 


without being aware of the real condition of the 
militia bill. 


The SPEAKER. The recollection of the Chair | 


agrees with the statement of the gentleman from 
Missouri. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I will proceed, then. 


Mr. PHELPS. Let me state, in justice to the 


chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, | 


that when I made the proposition on Saturday 1 
supposed, as I did until this morning, that the 
militia bill would not come up until to-morrow. 

_ Mr. STANTON, The bill I desire to call u 

is a House bill; and these are Senate amend- 
ments, which can just as well be concurred in to- 
morrow or Wednesday as to-day; and | hope that 


my colleague will postpone action on them until | 


the militia bill is disposed of. There has evi-_ 


dently been a misapprehension and misunder- 
standing, and I hope my colleague will not insist 
on the consideration of the tariff bill. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I will now proceed with my | 
remarks, Mr, Speaker, I desire, if 1 can in a | 
few minutes, to impress upon the House the ne- | 


7 of concurring in the Senate amendments. 
here are many of the amendments which at any 
other time I would vote against; there are many 
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| whole of the public debt, so far as I could. 


————————————— 


—— 


, Stantially upon the average rate of duties imposed 





of them which I think wrong in principle. But, 
sir, the honor, and perhaps the existence, of the 
Government depends upon the prompt passage of 
some revenue bill. I will therefore vote for the 
amendments of the Senate. I vote for the amend- 


as arevenue measure simply. Itis probable, were 
it not necessary to produce increased revenue, I 
would not vote for near all the amendments. 
There are many of them I do notapprove. It is 
necessary, however, indispensably necessary, to 
increase the revenue to the amount of several mil- 
lion dollars. Under the operations of the pres- 
ent tariff law, the revenue for the next fiscal year, 
as near as it can be estimated, will not exceed 
$39,000,000, partly because the value of many 
articles upon which the duties was based in 1857 
has gone down. An ad valorem tariff will now 
produce less than it has done for a period of many 
years, nearly all the articles of commerce bearing 
a less price than usual; therefore the present tariff 
is totally inadequate. The tariff now proposed, 
with the Senate amendments, is substantially the 
tariff of 1846, with the ad valorem reduced to spe- 
cific duties. Gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, who were in favor of the tariff of 1846, 
should remember that this tariff bill is framed sub- 


by the act of 1846, with the exceptions that the 
duties are now made specific, instead of ad valorem, 
and the free list of 1857 is added. 

Mr. QUARLES. Let me interrupt the gentle- 
man for a moment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Icannot yield. With the 
exception of the two articles of tea and coffee, 
there are no articles I believe added to the taxa- 
ble lists in this bill which were not contained in 
previous tariffs. 
important. The duty imposed bY the Senate 
upon tea and coffee is temporary. It can last but 
for two years. 
with the payment of the recently issued bonds 
and Treasury notes. 
two years. This bill, modified by the Senate | 
amendments, is necessary to produce requisite rev- 
enue. In times of ordinary prosperity, this tariff | 
bill, with the Senate amendments, would produce 
$65,000,000; but in the existing condition of com- 
merce, it will not produce so much—at least for 





a year or two. 

Owing to the heavy increase of the public debt 
during the present Administration, itis necessary 
to realize more revenue than sufficient to pay cur- 
rent expenditures. The interest of the public debt 
is an important element of expenditure. I have 
a statement, which has been carefully prepared, 
showing the actual condition of the public debtat 
this time. I have gathered in separate items the 
It is 
as follows: 


Statement showing the estimated amount of the public debt 
of the United States on the lst of July, 1861. 


Loan of 1842, per act of April 15, 1842...... $2,883,364 11 
l,oan of 1846, per act of July 22, 1846....... 1,000 0U 
Loan of 1847, per act of January 28, 1847.... 9,415,250 00 
Loan of 1848, per act of March 15, 1848.... 8,908,341 00 
Loan of 1858, per act of June 14, 1858...... 20,000,000 00 
Loan of 1860, per act of June 22, 1860...... 6,842,000 00 
Texas indemnity, per act of September 9, 

BOGG , cis tis wetsccccccecs wvdederecv eds tode 3,461,000 00 
Texas debts, per act of September 9, 1850, 183,785 54 
Old funded and unfunded debts............ 114,118 54 
Treasury notes issued under acts prior to 

1857 : 104,861 64 
Treasury notes issued under act of Decem- 

ber 23, 1857........008 éseseceves seeevees 11,795,600 00 
Treasury notes issued under Act of Decem- 

ber 17, 1860........ sdieodecs Sees vaecoes 
Loan of 1861, per act of February 23, 1861, 
Interest on loan of December, 17, 1860, to 

SOly 1, BBR oi ego cl es evcccvcs cocvcwcecs 
Estimated deficiency to meet outstanding 

Treasury notes and regular appropriations 

rior to July 1, 1861, (per Secretary of the 
reasury’s letter of the 18th of January, 

a PO ee S Dbsoeqses $21,677,524 63 
From which deduct past due 

Treasury notes, already in- 

cluded in the present state- 

ment...... .@1),795,600 00 
And the pro- 

ceeds of the 

loan of Feb. 

23, 1861 .... 


10,000,000 00 
8,000,000 00 


500,000 00 


7,240,000 00 





19,035,600 00 


Leaving deficiency of regular appropriations 
yet to be provided for prior to the Ist of 
JBly, 1GSL ..nscccees mnsaticon tgeede 


° woweae 2,641,924 63 
Deficiency bill of February 19, 1861........ 


2,155,551 87 


| 
| 
| 
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Special Debts and Deficiencies. 
Washington and Oregon war 


BOT oor ccinceres cnccencces, Oe titheee Oe 
Award made by the Senate 


to the Choetaws.......... 2,981,247 3n 
Creek trust fund...... wdcdas 20,000 00 
| Award of Senate to the two 
bands of Sioux............ 266,880 00 
California war debt....... : 439,626 33 
Deficiency in the Indian trust 
fund—abstracied by Bailey, 870,000 00 
Private bills passed, (partly 
estimated)...........:- +++» 1,000,000 00 
Deficiency in the Quarter- 
master’s department ...... 709,435 00 


a. 





If there are any, they are not || 


It is a small duty, and it ceases || 
| 
| 





| mint at New Orleans, I ta 


9,181,997 18 


$06,188,904 51 








The debt now funded, orevidenced by Treasury 
notes, or admitted deficiencies provided for by 
law, amounts to $87,697,033. he class of spe- 
cial debts and deficiencies amount to $9,181,997. 
That includes the Washington and Oregon war 
debt; the award made by the Senate in favor of 
the Choctaws; the Creek trust fund; the Califor- 
nia war debt; the deficit in the Indian rast fund, 
caused by the abstraction of the bonds by Bai- 
ley; private bills passed, (partly estimated,) at 
$1,000,000; and the deficiency in the Quarter- 
master’s department, making an aggregate | have 
stated. The aggregate of the publee debt, it thus 
appears, is $96,188,994. 

hen this Administration came into power, the 
public debt amounted to $29,060,386 90. There 
was a balance in the Treasury on the Istof July, 
1857, of $17,710,114 27, leaving a balance of in- 
debtedness of $11,350,222 63, while the present 
acknowledged debt is $87,000,000; or, including 
debts acknowledged by the departments and by 
one or the other of the two Houses, is over 
$96,000,000. And this does not include the claims 
allowed by the Court of Claims, bills now pend- 
ing in Congress, suspended accounts in the De- 
partments, (which I am told are large,) or the 


' . || money abstracted from the mint at New Orleans 
't can last at most but for |! 


by the authorities of Louisiana. These four items 
are not included in my statement. 
It is impossible to compute what has been al- 


| lowed by the Court of Claims, because-in some 


cases they allow a claim which involves a prin- 
ciple upon which many other claims must be al- 


| lowed. In one case, by allowing a claim of $300, 


or $400, they adopted a construction of a law that 
would lead to the allowance of millions. It is not 
possible to state what amount will be required to 
meet the bills which may be passed by Congress. 
It is also impossible to estimate the suspended 

amount at the Treasury Department. 
As to the amount of money abstracted from the 
Ke it as a matter of 


| course, that upon returning reason, the people of 


987,006,997 33 || 


Louisiana will restore the bullion they have taken. 
Such, then, is the condition of the public debt. 
The amount necessary to meet the regular annual 
appropriations for the next fiscal year, as esti- 
mated by Secretary Cobb, is $45,650,282 71, as 
follows: 
Estimated appropriations for the service of the year ending 
June 30, 1862 : 
Pensions... . ances de eeee ees S$] 082,000 00 
Consular aud Diplomatic..... terion 4) 400 98.00 1,078,270 00 
Military Academpy......cccoscceuoess 184,337 00 
ERIE sno asin» areved esdensignesvenepvioncs do. Get tees IO 
Be recinn ch fos cas anh wnate wes euinelhoceheun unas 14,453,773 02 


Ep RITU cine sak dices wentl as vabhd One aes 7,174,084 36° 
Hee hnns sos cnandite hegatele oniecanihe alse ons 11,513,904 01 
SpnSry Civilicscopocucacedpoecancepcecencce Bgtea0O DO 
Post Office, (deficiency)......csececeseeceses D100 63 





$45,650,282 71 





To this sum must be added the permanent ap- 
propriations, including the expense of collecting 
the revenue, amounting to $6,130,914 14, and the 
interest on the public debt, about $5,760,000, mak- 
ing the lowest amount necessary to carry outex- 
isting laws, the sum of $57,541,196 85. And, 
sir, we know very well, that this sum will be 
increased by new appropriations by Congress, and 
that the country will be fortunate indeed, if the 
new Administration shalllimit the annual expend- 
iture to $60,000,000. 

If, sir, in addition to this sum, we must meet 
the political difficulties of the time, if we must 
maintain the Government and defend the prop- 
erty of the nation by an appeal to physical force, 
it is evident we must pass a revenue bill. We 
would be derelict in the highest duty intrusted to 
us if did not do so before this Congress term- 
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inates. Surely no one can desire that the recent 
policy of incovening the public debt at the rate of 
$20,000,000 annually, shall be pursued; and yet, 


if this bill is defeated, the inevitable consequence | 


will be an increase of your debt by that amount 
yearly. If you pass this bill, with the Senate 
amendments, bad as some of them may be, it will 
undoubtedly yield revenue enough to meet the 
expenditures; and we shall have ampie time next 
Congress to remedy all defects and deficiencies of 
this bill. I move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr.GARNETT. 1 call for a separate vote 
upon each amendment. 


First amendment: 


Page 1, line six, strike out ‘ twenty-one,” and insert 
‘ten ;’? so as to reduce the loan authorized by the bill to 
$10,000,000. 


Mr. GARNETT demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Second amendment: 
Page 2, line fifteen, strike out “ two,” and insert “ ten ;? 


66 as to extend the time for reimbursing the sum borrowed 
from two to ten years. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Third amendment: 


Page 2, line twenty-one, strike out “six,’? and insert 
** twenty ;”’? so that the clause shall read: 

And no contract shall be made to prevent the redemption 
of the same at any time after the expiration of twenty years 
from the said ist day of July next, without notice. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fourth, fifth, and sixth amendments: 


Page 3, line two, insert, “ any of;”’ line five, insert, ‘‘as 
the exigences of the public service require ;” iine seven, 
strike out ** such joan,’’ and insert “so much of said Joan 
as is required ;”? so that the clause shall read: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That before awarding 
any of said loan, the Secretary of the Treasury shall, as the 
exigences of the public service require, cause to he inserted 
in two of the public newspapers of the city of Washington, 
and in One or more public newspapers in other cities of the 
United States, public notice that sealed proposals for so 
much of said loan as is required, wili be received until a 
certain day, to be specified in such notice, &c. 


The amendments were concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 
Page 4, line twenty-five, insert: 
-ind provided further, ‘That no part of the loan hereby 


authorized shall be applied to the service of the present 
fiscal year. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 


Page 4, strike out, * that the faith of the United States is 
hereby pledged for the due payment of the interest and the 
redempuon of the principal of said stock,’’ and insert: 

That in case the proposals made for said loan, or for so 
much thereof as the exigencies of the public service shall 
require, shall not be satisfactory, the President of the Uni- 
ted States shall be, and he is hereby, authorized todecline 
to accept such offer, if for less than the par value of the 
bonds constituting said stock, and in lieu thereof, and to 
the extent and amount of the loan authorized to be made 
by this act, to issue Treasury notes for sums not less than 
$50, bearing interest at a rate not less than six per cent. 
per annum, payabie semi-annually on the Ist day of Janu- 
ary and July in each year, at proper places of payment, to 
be prescribed by the Secretary, with the approval of the 
President; and under like circumstances and conditions, 
the President of the United States is hereby authorized to 
substitute Treasury notes of equal amount for the whole 
or any part of any of the loans fe7 which he is now by law 
authorized to contract and issre bonds. And the Treasury 
notes so issued under the authority herein given, shall be 
(ocres in payment forall duties due to the United States 

hen offered, and in like manner shall be given in pay- 
ment for any sum due from the United States, when pay- 
ment in that mode is requested by the persons to om 
payment is to be made, or for their par value incoin. And 
the faith of the United States is hereby pledged for the due 
payment of the interest, and the redemption of the principal 
of the stock or Treasury notes which may be issued under 
the authority of this act; and the sum of $20,000 is hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the Treasucy not other- 
Wise appropriated, to pay the expenses of preparing the cer- 
tificates of stock or Treasury notes herein authorized, to be 
done tu the usual mode, and under the restrictions as to 
the employment and payment of officers contained in the 
jaws authorizing former toansand issues of Treasury notes ; 
and it shall be at the option of holders of Treasury notes 
hereby authorized by this act to exchange the same for the 
stock herein authorized, at par, or fur bonds in lieu of 
which said Treasury notes were issued: Provided, That no 
certificates shal) be exchanged for Treasury notes or bonds, 
in sums of less than $500: .4nd provided further, That the 
authority to issue the said Treasury notes, or give the same 
in payment for duties due from the United States, shall be 
limited to the 13th day of June, 1862; and that the same 
shall be redeemable at the pleasure of the United States, at 
any time within two years after the passage of this act; and 
that said notes shall cease to bear interest, after they shall 
have been called in by the Secretary of the Treasury under 
the provisions of this act. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
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Ninth amendment: 
Strike out of section six “October next,” and insert, 
+ April, A. D. 1861;” also strike out ‘on raw sugar, com- 
mouly called Muscovado or brown sugar, not advanced be- 


| yond its raw state by claying, boiling, clarifying, or other 


process, | cent per pound; on sirup of sugar, or of sugar 
cane, and concentrated molasses, or concentrated melado, 
l cent per pound; on white and ciayed sugars, when ad- 
vanced beyondethe raw state, not above No. 12, Dutch 
stzndard, by claying, boiling, clarifying, or other pro- 
cess, and not yet refined, 1 cent per pound; advanced 
above No. 12, Dutch standard, and not yet refined, 1} cent 
per pound ; on refined sugars, whether loaf, lump, crushed, 
or pulverized, 2} cents per pound; on s s, after being 
refined, when they have been tinctured, colored, or in any 
way adulterated, and on sugar candy, 5 cents per pound; 
on confectionary of all kinds, not otherwise pro for, 
30 per centum ad valorem ; on molasses, 4 cents per gallon : 
Provided, That ali sirups of sugar, or of sugar cane, con- 
centrated molasses, or concentrated melado, entered under 
the denomination of molasses, or any other appellation than 
sirup of sugar or of sugar cane, concentrated molasses, or 
concentrated melado, shal) be liable to forfeiture to the Uni- 
ted States: Provided, That an inspection, under such reg- 
ulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe, 
shall be made of all sugars and molasses imported from 
foreign countries, in order to prevent frauds, and the intro- 
duction of sugars, sirup of sugar, sirup of cane, concen- 
trated molasses, or concentrated melado, or bottling sirup, 
under the title of molasses, or in any other manner,’’ and 
insert: 

On raw sugar, commonly called Muscovado or brown 
sugar, not advanced beyond the raw state by claying or 
other process’; and on sirup of sugar, or of sugar cane, and 
concentrated molasses, or concentrated melado, and on 
white and clayed sugars, when advanced beyond the raw 
state by claying or other process, and not refined, } cent 
per pound; onrefined sugars, whether loaf, lump, crushed, 
or pulverized, 2 cents per pound; on sugars, after being re- 
fined, when they are tinctured, colored, or in any way adul- 
terated, and on sugar candy, 4 cents per pound: Provided, 
That all sirups of sugar, or of sugar cane, concentrated mo- 
lasses or melado, entered under the name of molasses, or 
any other name than sirup of sugar, or of sugar cane, con- 
centrated molasses, or concentrated melado, shall be liable 
to forfeiture tothe United States; on molasses, 2 cents per 
gallon; on confectionary of all kinds, not otherwise pro- 
viked for, 30 per centum ad valorem. 

Second. On coffee, 1} cents per pound; on tea, when 
imported from any port or place beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope, 4 cents per pound; when imported from any port or 
place this side of the Cape of Good Hope, other than in the 
country where produced, 4 cents per pound, and an addi- 
tion thereto of 10 per centum ad valorem: Provided, That 
whenever the Treasury notes and bonds of the United States 
which have been, or shall be, issued under the authority of 
any laws or parts of laws passed between the 4th day of 
March, A. D. 1857, and the 4th day of March, A. D. 1861 
shall be redeemed and paid, the President of the United 
States is hereby authorized to make proclamation that the 
aforesaid articles of tea and coffee may be imported into the 
United States exempt and free from the specific duties 
herein imposed: Provided, That the duties on tea and cof- 
fee hereby imposed shall cease from and after the 30th of 
June, 1863. 


The first portion of the amendment, in refer- 
ence to the date, was agreed to. 


Mr. QUARLES. I call forthe yeas and nays 
upon the latter portion of the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 3], nays 147; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Babbitt, Blair, Bray- 
ton, Butterfield, Campbell Carey, Clark B. Cochrane, H. 
Winter Davis, Fenton, Frank, French, Grow, Hale, Hall, 
Hoard, William A. Howard, Irvine, Kilgore, McKnight, 
Moorhead, Morrill, Morse, Palmer, Riggs, Christopher Rob- 
a Scranton, Sedgwick, Spinner, Stanton, and Verree 


NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Alley, 
Thomas L. Anderson, William C. Anderson, Ashley, 
Avery, Barr, Barret, Beale, Bingham, Blake, Bocock, 
Boteler, Brabson, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Brown, Buffin- 
ton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnett, Burnham, Carter, Case, 
Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Coburn, John Cochrane, 
Colfax,Conkling,Corwin, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, 
John G. Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, Delano, Duell, Dunn, 
Edgerton, Edmundson, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, English, Eth- 
eridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gil- 
mer, Gooch, Graham, Gurleys J. Morrison Harris, Joha T. 
Harris, Hatton, Hickman, Holman, William Howard, 
Hughes, Hutchins, Jenkins, Junkin, Francis W. Kell 
Kenyon, Kunkel, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, James M. 
Leach, Leake, Lee, Logan, Longnecker, Loomis, Love- 
joy, Maclay, Mallory, Marston, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 
8. Martin, Maynard, MeClernand, McKean, McKenty, 
McPherson, Millson, Millward, Montgomery, Laban T. 
Moore, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Nib- 
jack, Nixon, Olin, Perry, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Porter, 
Potter, Pottle, Pryor, Quarles, Edwin R. Reynolds, John 
H. Reynolds, James C. Robinson, Royce, Ruffin, Scott, 
Sherman, Sickies, Simms, William N. H. Smith, Spauld- 
ing, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Stratton, 
Tappan, Thayer, Thomas, Tompkins, Train, Vallandig- 
ham, Vance, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Ellibu B. Wash- 
burne, Webster, Wells, Whiteley, Wilson, Windom, Wins- 
low, Wood, Woodruff, Woodson, and Wright—147. 


So the amendment was non-concurred in. 

During the call, 

Mr. ALDRICH stated that Mr. Curtis was 
paired off with Mr. Noext. 

Mr. FRENCH stated that Mr. Foster was 
absent in attendance upon the peace conference. 


GLOBE. 
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Mr. HOWARD, of Ohio, stated th 
had been calied to Ohio in consequ 
ness in his family. 

Mr. DUNN stated that Mr. Humpurey y 
detained at his room in consequence of sickne o 

Mr. KUNKEL said: I desire to ask the ~ 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. Suerman} whether the 
term ** United States,’’ used in certain branch : 
of this amendment, is intended to include ~ 
States of South Carolina, Fiorida, Georgia Als, 
bama, Mississippi, and Louisiana? — 

Mr. SHERMAN - Certainly; if I understang 
your question, 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, said: | have 
been suffering from chills for several days, anq 
have to leave the House now on account of ene 
I am opposed to this tariff bill as a whole, and in 
many of its parts; and in the name of MY constit- 
uents I ae against the provision for 
taxing tea and coffee, as, in my judgment, an out. 
ragedus provision, and as unjust, unequal 
pressive, and iniquitous legislation. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY said: As an abstract 
question, I should be opposed to taxing tea and 
coffee; but 1 am convinced that no tariff bil} w;)) 
be passed unless we accept this as it is. [ there. 
fore am constrained reluctantly to vote “ay,” 

Mr. NOELL stated that on this bill he wag 
paired off with Mr. Curtis. 

Mr. PALMER said: In order to save this bil} 
I vote *‘ ay.” 

Mr. POTTER stated that Mr. Wasusvry, of 
Wisconsin, was confined to his room by sickness, 

Mr. TRAIN made a similar statement in refer. 
ence to Mr. Rice. 

Mr. STANTON stated that Mr. Trimate was 
detained from the House by sickness, and wag 
paired off with Mr. Penpieton. 

Mr. ELY stated that Mr. Van Wyck was con- 
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vin”, 


a. 
at Mr. Autrey 
ence of sick. 
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fined to his room by sickness. 


Mr. EDWARDS said: For fear that we shall 
lose the whole bill, unless we agree to the amend- 
ments of the Senate, I vote ** ay.’’ 

Mr. MONTGOMERY said: Finding that the 
peculiar friends of a tariff are ee upon prin- 
ciple to voting in tea and coffee, I will change my 
vote, and vote *‘ no.”’ 

Mr. KILLINGER said: I vote forconcurrence, 
inasmuch as it involves the fate of the whole bill. 
If the bill _ back to the Senate, it will be lost. 
Therefore I vote for some provisions which are 
unacceptable in themselves. We are in debt 
$100,000,000, and must raise additional revenue, 
or be dishonored in the eyes of the whole world. 
Mr. Buchanan’s administration has paralyzed the 
public credit, and we must resort to this measure 
mn order to enable Mr. Lincoln to carry on the 
Government and execute the laws. By this bill 
we secure specific duties—the great desideratum of 
the people of every State—and protect the labor 
of the whole country. I will submit to this im- 
position of a temporary duty on tea and coffee, 
to continue until the public debt is in the way of 
liquidation, because it is the only hope of secur- 
ing the great object for which I came to this Con- 
gress, a protective tariff; and the Republican party 
is false to its avowed platform if it rejects this 
Senate amendment, and so defeats the whole 
measure. 

Mr. HALE said: I intend to let my vote re- 
main in the affirmative, and I am sorry that my 
friends upon this side have not more backbone. 
I was opposed to it upon principle, but I voted 
for the amendment under the circumstances. 

Mr. SPINNER said: Having been an old Dem- 
ocrat, and believing in free trade, I thoughta tariff 
bill was for revenue and not protection; and | shail 
stand by my vote in the affirmative. ; 

Mr. AMPBELL said: I voted for this tax 
upon tea and coffee for the purpose of saving the 
bill, and I stand by my vote. I vote ‘ay.’ 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I follow the gev- 
tleman’s example. I voted in the negative, and 
I stand by it. 

The result was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. BARR moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was disagreed to; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Eleventh amendment: 

Strike out the following in section six : ae 

«“ On Madeira, sherry, and port wines, in casks or 
Ues, 75 cents per galion; on champagne and sparkling 
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: ndy and hock, in bottles, $1 per gallon, in 
oe ——~ 4 gallon, on claret, Marseilles, anae, 
Sicily, Canary, and Malaga wines, in casks or bottles, 
cents per gallon; on all other wines not enumerated, 30 
per centul ad valorem. 


The amendment. was concurred in. 


Twelfth amendment: 

In lines twenty-six and twenty-seven of the same sec- 
tion, strike out the following words: “ And to the highest 
rates of duty applicable to the article of the same name ; 
go that the proviso will read : 

Provided, That all imitations of brandy or spirits, or of 
any of said wines, and all wines imported by any names 
whatever, shall be subject to the duty provided for the gen- 
uine article which it is intended to represent. 


The amendment was concurred in: 


Thirteenth and fourteenth amendments: 


In line twenty-nine of the same section, strike out“ six,”? 
and insert “ one ;”? and in line thirty-five, after the word 
«“ thirty,”’ insert “* three and one third ;” se as to make the 

oviso read: “ 

Provided further, That brandies, or other spirituous 
liquors, may be impofted in bottles, when the package shall 
contain not less than one dozen, and all bottles-shall pay a 
separate duty, according to the rate established by this act, 
whether containing wines, brandies, or other spirituous 
liquors, subject to duty as hereinbefore mentioned : on ale, 
porter, ana beer, in bottles, 25 cents per gallon, otherwise 
than in bottles, 15 cents per gallon ; on all spirituous liquors 
not enumerated 33} per centum ad valorem. : 


The amendments were concurred in. 


Fifteenth amendment: 

In line thirty-seven of the same section, strike out the 
words “50 cents per pound,” and insert in lieu thereof the 
words “ valued at $5 or under per thousand, 20 cents per 
pound over $5 and not over $10, 40 cents per pound ; and 
over $10, 60 cents per pound ;” so that the clause will 
read : 

Second. On cigars of all kinds, valued at $5 or under 
per thousand, 20 cents per pound; over $5 and not over 
$10, 40 cents per pound ; and over $10, 60 cents per pound, 
and, in addition thereto, 10 per centum ad valorem; on 
snull, 10 cents per pound ; on unmanufactured tobacco in 
leaf, 25 per centum ad valorem ; on all other manufactured 
or unmanufactured tobacco, 30 per centum ad valorem. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. [ask for the yeas 
and nays on that amendment, and I hope we may 
have them. This is a representative of a whole 
series of amendments, representing the competi- 
tion between the two systems of collection and 
the imposition of duties on the necessaries of life. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by A. J. GLossprenver, his 
Private Secretary, notifying the House that he 
did, on the 23d instant, approve and sign bills of 
the following titles: 


‘ An act (H. R. No. 400) for the relief of James 
loyd; 

An act (H.R. No. 514) for the relief of Samuel 
S. Green; 

An act (H.R. No. 625) for the relief of captain 
Alexander V. Fraser; 


An act (H.R. No. 678) for the relief of Samuel 
Perry; and 


An act (H. R. No. 996) for the relief of Azel 
Spalding. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled, ** An act 
to refund to the Territory of Utah the expenses 
incurred in suppressing fae hostilities in the 
year 1853;”’ when the Speaker signed the same. 


THE TARIFF—AGAIN. 


The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
fifteenth amendment of the Senate; and it was de- 


cided in the affirmative—yeas 119, nays 46; as 
follows: 


y EAS— Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Alley, Wil- 
liam C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Barret, Bingham, Blair, 
Blake, Branch, Brayton, Brown, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, John B. Clark, 
Coburn, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, 
H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, DuelJ, Dunn, Edgerton, 
Edwards, Etiot, Ely, English, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, 
Florence, Fouke, Frank, French, Goech, Graham, Grow, 
Hale, John T. Harris Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Holman, 
William Howard, William A. Howard, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Jenkins, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, 
Larrabee, De Witt ©. Leach, Lee, Lon ecker, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, Marston, Elbert 8. Martin, MeClernand, McKean, 
McKenty, McKnight, McPherson, Millson, Montgomery, 
Leben T. Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 

lorse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, Pe on, Phelps, 
Porter, Potter, Pottie, Edwin R. Keynol 8, , Christ- 
opher Robinsen, Royce, Sedgwick, Sherman, William N. 
H. Smith, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William 
Stewart, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, ‘Theaker, Tompkins, 
Train, Verree, Wade, alton, Waldron, Eliihu B. Wash- 
waaay Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff— 


NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, 
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Barr, Bocock, Boteler, Briggs, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, 
John Cochrane, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, John 
G. Davis, De Jarnetie, Edmundson, Etheridge, Gilmer, 
Hatton, Hughes, Junkin, Kunkel, Leake, Mallory, Charles 
D. Martin, Maynard, Isaac N. Morris, Nelson, Pryor, 
Quaries, John H. Reynolds, Ruflin, Rust, Sickles, Simms, 
Stokes, Stout, Thomas, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, 
Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—46. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


During the roll-cail, 

Mr. QUARLES stated that Mr. Leacn, of 
North Carolina, had left the House in consequence 
of indisposition, and that, if he had been present, 
he would have voted ** no.”’ 

Mr. BURNETT (when his name was called) 
said: Believing that the only way to kill this bill 
is to non-concur with the Senate in some of their 
amendments, I vote ‘‘ no.”’ 

Mr.SICKLES (when his name was called) said: 
observing that the bill has already received a fatal 
blow from its friends, I have less hesitation in 
voting **no.”’ 

The result was announced as above recorded. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


In line six of section seven strike out “ six,’ and insert 
* seven.”’ 


Seventeenth amendment: 


In line seven of the same section strike out “ one inch 
and a half,”’ and insert ‘‘ two inches.”” 


Eighteenth amendment: 


In line eight strike out “ five eighths of one,”’ and insert 
* one half an.”’ 


Nineteenth amendment: 
In line nine strike out “ three,’’ and insert ‘ four.” 
Twentieth amendment: 


Tn line ten strike out “five eighths of one,’ and insert 
“ one half an.” 


Twenty-first amendment: 
In line eleven strike out ‘‘ three,’’ and insert “ four.” 


The amendments were severally concurred in, 
so as to make the section read as follows: 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned, the following duties, that is to say: First. On bar- 
iron, rolled or hammered, comprising flats, not less than 
one inch or more than seven inches wide, norless than one 
quarter of an inch or more than two inches thick ; rounds, 
not less than one half an inch, or more than four inches in 
diameter; and squares, not less than one half an inch, or 
more than four inches square, $15 per ton; Provided, That 
all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms, less finished 
than iron in bars, and more advanced than pig iron, except 
eastings, shall be rated as iron in bars, and pay a duty ac- 
cordingly. 


Twenty-second amendment: 
Add to the above the following proviso: 


And provided further, That none of the above iron shall 
pay a less rate of duty than 20 per centum ad valorem. 


Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays on the 
amendment. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE called for tellers on 
the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Exy and 
Joun Cocurane were appointed. 

The ‘House divided; and the tellers reported 
thirty-three in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 112, nays 50; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Bab- 
bitt, Barret, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Boteler, Brabson, 
Brayton, Brislow, Buflinton, Burlingame, Burnham, But- 
terfield, Campbell, Carey, Case, Coburn, Colfax Conkling, 
Corwin, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, 
Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, 
Ferry, Fiorence, Frank, French, Gilmer, Graham, Grow, 
Hale, Hall, Hatton, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, William 
A. Howard, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 
Kenyon, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Longnecker, Loom- 
is, Lovejoy, Marston, Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, McKean, 
McKenty, MeKni lit, McPherson, Millward, Montgomery, 
Laban T. Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Mowis, 
Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Porter, Pottle, 
Quarles, Edwin R. Reyuolds, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, 
Royce, Scranton, Sherman, Spaulding, Stanton, Stevens, 
William Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, 
Theaker, Tonphine, Train, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Wal- 
ton, Ellibu B. Washburne, Wells, Wilson, Windom,Wood, 
and Woodruff—112. 

NAYS—Messrs. Avery, Barr, Bocock, Branch, Briggs, 
Brown, Burch, Burnett, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, 
John Cochrane, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, John G. 
Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, English, John ‘I’. Harris, 
Holman, William Howard, Hughes, Jenkins, Kilgore, Kun- 
kel, Larrabee, Leake, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, McCier- 
nand, Millson, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Peyton, Phelps, 
Pryor, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Scott, Sickles, Simms, 
William N. H. Smith, Spinner, Thomas, Vallandigham, 
Vance, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—50. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 
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During the roll-call, 

Mr. QUARLES stated that if Mr. Leacn, of 
North Carolina, had been present, he would have 
voted **no.”’ 

Mr. BARRET (when his name was called) 
said: | have always considered the making of a 
tariff bill a business transaction, which ought to 
be performed by a beard of finance composed of 
merchants, manufacturers, and producers. ‘This 
day’s proceedings has confirmed me in that opin- 
ion. And now I more than ever deprecate the 
action of politicians upon the important subjects 
included in this bill and about which they know 
nothing. 

Having said thus much, and all which is allow- 
able afier the previous question is demanded, I 
vote for the Senate amendment, because Missouri 
is an iron State. 

The result was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. PHELPS. If there is no objection, | am 
willing that we shall now pass on to the fiftieth 
amendment in relation to the duty on wool, on 
which I desire the yeas and nays. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I think we had better 
go on regularly with the bill. 

Twenty-third amendment: 

Section seven, after the words “iron wire,’’ insert the 
words ** drawn and finished.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-fourth amendment: 


After the words “ slit rods,’ strike out the words “ for 
nails, nuts, and horse-shoes.’’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-fifth amendment: 


After the words “ on iron cables or chains, or parts there- 
of,” insert the words “ and anvils.”’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-sixth amendment: 


After the words “ oranchours, or parts thereof,’’ insert the 
words “and anvils.’’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-seventh amendment: 
After the word “ bed-serews,’’ insert the word ‘‘ and;”? 
so as to make it read, *“‘ bed-screws and wrought hinges,’’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-eighth amendment: 


Strike out the word “ axle-trees,’”? and insert in lieu 
thereof the word * axles.’? 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-ninth amendment: 

After the words, ‘* wrought-iron railroad chairs,” strike 
out the words ** $1 25 per one hundred pounds,” and insert 
in lieu thereof “and on wrought-iron nuts and washers 
ready punched, $25 per ton. 


The amendment wes concurred in. 


Thirtieth amendment: 


After word locomotives,” insert the words, ‘ locomo- 
tive tire or parts thereot.”’ 


The amendment was concured in. 


Thirtieth-and-a-half amendment: 

After the word “* pound,” insert the words “ two inches 
and ;”’ so as to make it read: 

On screws, commonly called wood-screws, two inches 
or over in length, 5 cents per pound; two inches and less 
than two inches in length, 8 cents per pound. 


The amendment was concurred in. 

Thirty-first amendment: 

Strike out “ twenty-five,” and insert “thirty ;” so as to 
make it read : 

On screws, washed or plated. and all other screws of iron 
or any other metal, 30 per centum ad valorem ; on al! manu- 


factures of iron not otherwise provided for, 30 per centum 
av valorem. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-second, thirty-third, and thirty-fourth 
amendments: 


Strike out the words, “ and valued at above 11 cents per 
pound, 2} cents per pound: Provided, That no;’ after the 
word * form,” add the words “ not otherwise provided for ;”’ 
and strike out the words “ less than ;”’ so that it will read : 

On all steel in ingots, bars, sheets, or wire, not less than 
one fourth of one inch in diameter, valued at 7 cents per 
pound or less, 1} cent per pound ; valued at above 7 cents 
per pound, and not above 11 cents per pound, 2 cents per 
pound; steel in any form, not otherwise provided for, shall 
pay a duty of 20 per centum ad valorem ; on steel wire less 
than one fourth of an inch in diameter, and not less than 
No. 16 wire gauge, $2 per one hundred pounds, and in ad- 
dition thereto, 15 per centum ad valorem ; less or finer than 
No. 16 wire gauge, $2 50 per one hundred pounds, and in 
addition thereto, 15 per centum ad valorem 


The amendments were severally concurred in. 
Thirty-fifth amendment: 


Insert the words “ on cross-cut saws, 8 cents per lineal 


The amendment was concurred in. 











res _ 


Thirty-sixth amendment: 
Insert the words * on skates costing 20 cents or Jess per 


pair, 6 cents per pair; on those costing over 20 cents per | |- 


pair, 30 per cenium ad valorem.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth, thirty-ninth, for- | 


tieth, forty-first, forty-second, forty-third, forty- | 


fourth, and forty-fifth amendments: 

sec 
‘‘and oxide of zine; after the word “lead,” add the 
words “ chromate and bichromate of potash ;” strike out 
the words “chromate, bichromate ;”* insert the words “pipe 
clay 3”? strike out “sixteen,’”’ and insert in lieu thereof 
“twenty; strike out the words “of seven and a half 
pounds ;”? strike out the words * 25 cents”? twice where it 
occurs, and after the word * paste,’ add the words “ or 
juice; so that the sectian will read : 

seo. 9. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
day and year aforesaid there shall be levied, collected, and 
paid oa the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned the following duties, that is tosay: First. On white 


lead and oxide of Zine, dry or ground in oil, red lead, and |) Pettit, Porter, Pottle, Edwin, R. Reynolds, Christopher 


litharge, 1) cent per pound; on sugar of lead, or acetate of 
lead and nitrate of jead, chromate and bichromate of pot- 
ash, J cents per pound ; on bydriodate and prussiate of pot- 
ash, and chromic acid, and saits of iodine, and resublimed 


. 9. After the words * on white lead,” add the words | 


TH 


_tation-in giving us the yeas and nays on this | 
| amendment. It is to protect a patent nght. That | 


iodine, iS per centum ad valorem; on whiting, 25 cents per | 
one hundred pounds; on Paris white, pipe clay, and ochers | 


vr oeber earths, not otlerwise provided for, when dry, 35 
cents per one hundred pounds; when ground in oil, gi 35 
cents per one hundred pounds; on umber, 50 cents per one 
hundred pounds; on putty, | cent per pound; on linseed, 
flaxseed, hempseed, and rapeseed oif, 20 cents per gallon; 
ou kerosine Oi, and all Olver coal oils, 10 cents per galion; 
on aluin, alum substitute, sulphate of alumina, and alumi 
nous cake, 5U cents per one iundred pounds ; on copperas, 
green vitriol, or sulphate of iron, 25 cents per one hundred 
pounds; on bleaching powder, LS cents per one hundred 
pounds ; on refined camphor,6 cents per pound ; on refined 
borax, J cents per pound; on tallow, ] cent per pound; on 
tallow candies, 2 cents per pound; on spermaceti or wax 
candles and tapers, and on candles and tapers of sperma- 
eeti and wax combined, 8 cents per pound; on stearine 
candles, and all Olver candles and tapers, 4 cents per pound 5 
on spirits of turpentine, 10 cents per gallon; on opium, $1 
per pound; oa morphine, and its saits, $l per ounce; on 
liquorice paste or juice, 3 cents per pound. 


The amendments were severally concurred in. 


Forty-sixth and forty-seventh amendments: 

Sere. 10. Strike out the words “rice or,” and insert in 
lieu thereof the words * cleaned rice, | cent per pound; on 
uncleaned rice or ;? and instead of * ten,’’ insert “ six- 
teen ;’ so that it will read: 

On cleancd rice, | cent per pound; on uncleaned rice or 
paddy, 50 cents per one hundred pounds; on sago and sago 
flear,50 cents per one hundred pounds; on flaxseed or tin- 
seed, 16 cents per bushel of filty-two pounds. 


The amendments were severally concurred in. 


Forty-eighth amendment: 


Section eleven, strike out * two,” and insert “ four ;”? so 
as to inake the duty on cloves 4 cents per pound. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-ninth amendment: 


Section eleven, strike out * two,” and insert * three ;”’ 
go as to make the duty on figs 3 cents per pound. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fiftieth amendment: 


Section twelve, strike out the words “shall exceed 18 
cents per pound, and shall not exceed 24 cents per pound,”’ 
and insert in lieu thereof “ shall be less than 18 cents per 
pound, 5 per centum ad valorem ; exceeding 18 cents per 
pound, and not exceeding 24 cents per pound ;”? sothat the 
section will read: 

Src. 12. “ind be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter 
mentioned, the following duties, that is to say: First, On 
ali wool unmanutactured, and all hair of the alpaca, goat, 


and other like animals, unmanufactured, the value whereof 


at the last port or place from whence exported to the United 

States shall be less than 18 cents per pound, 5 per centum 

ad valorem ; exceeding 18 cents per pound, and not exceed- 

ing 24 cents per pound, there shall be levied, collected, and 

paid aduty of 3. cents per pound; exceeding 24 cents per 

—— there shall be levied, collected, and paid a duty of 
cents per pound. 


Mr. PHELPS. I shall vote for this amendment; 
but I desire to have the yeas and nays on it. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-first amendment: 


Section thirteen, after the word “* Aubusson” insert the 
word “ Axminster.”’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-second amendment: 


Section thirteen, after word ** carpeting,’ insert the words 
« Brussels carpet, wrought by the Jacquard machine ;”’ so 
that it will read : 

Sec. 13. and be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned the following duties, that is to say: First. On Wil- 
ton, Saxony, and Ambusson, Axminister patent velvet, 
‘Tourney velvet, and velvet carpets and carpeting, 
Brussels ¢ ts wrought by the Jacquard machine, and 
all medatlion or whole carpets valued at $1 25 cents or 
under, per square yard, 40 cents per square yard. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. [call for the yeas | 


_and nays on that amendment. | 


Mr. SICKLES, I hope there will be no hesi- 


1 


is all. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 68; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 


| rain, Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Bab- 


bitt, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Burlingame, Burn- 
ham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Coburn, Conkling, 
Corwin, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, 
Edgerton, Edwards, Elliot, Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, 
Fenton, French, Graham, Hale, Hall, Helmick, Hickman, 


William A. Howard, Hutchins, Francis W. Kellogg, Ken- | 


yon, Kilgore, Killinger, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, 
Marston, 
Millward, Moutgomery, Laban T. Moore, Moorhead, Mor- 
rill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Paliner, Perry, 


Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spauld- 
ing, Stanton, Stevens, Stokes, Stratton, ‘Tappan, Thayer, 
Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Verrce, Wade, Waldron, Wal 


| ton, Wells, and Woodruff—87, 


Y EAS—Messrs. Avery, Barr, Barret, Bocock, Boteler, 
Brabson, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Brown, Burch, Burnett, 
Carter, Horace F. Ciark, Jobn B. Clark, Jobn Cochrane, 


| Colfax, James Craig, Burton Craige, John G. Davis, De 


Jarnette, Edmundson, English, Ferry, Florence, Frank, 
Gilmer, Gooch, John ‘Tl’. Harris, Hatton, Hoard, Holman, 
William Howard, Hughes, Irvine, Jenkins, Kunkel, Lar- 
rabee, Leake, Logan, Maclay, Mallory, Charles D. Martin, 
Maynard, MeClernand, Ne\son, Niblack, Peyton, Phelps, 
Pryor, Quarles, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sickles, Simms, William N. H. Smith, Spinner, Steven- 
son, Thomas, Vallandigham, Vance, Ellibu B. Washburne, 
Webster, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—68. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York, (when his name 
was called,) said: This is a proposition to protect 
the power loom of Massachusetts. I vote ** no.’’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. We have now passed, | be- 
lieve, all the disputed items; and I hope the vote 


will be taken on the remainder of the amendments | 


of the Senate en masse. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I think we had better pro- 
ceed in the way in which we have been going on. 
Fifty-third amendment: 


Insert at the end of the fifty-second amendment, as fol- 
lows: 

Provided that no carpet or rugs of the above description 
shall pay a duty of Jess than 25 per centum ad valorem. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Fifty-fourth and fifty-fifth amendments: 


Insert in the schedule of 30 per cent ad valorem, after 
tapestry, Brussels carpets and carpeting,’’ as follows: 
Printed on the warp or otherwise. 


The amendments were concurred in. 
Fifty-sixth amendment: 


Strike out “on all woolen cloths, or cloth of which 
wool shall be the chief component material, fulled or milled, 
kerseys and plains, valued at 25 cents per square yard and 
under, a duty of 20 per centum @d valorem; on all cloths, 
cassimeres, kerseys, buckskins, doeskins, mixed sackings, 
pelisse cloths, habit cloths, ladies’ cloakings, fancies, 
tweeds, plains, and felcs, or goods of a similar character, 
valued at 25 cents, and not exceeding 75 cents per square 
yard, a duty of 16 cents per pound, and in addition thereto 
20 per centum ad valorem: Provided, That all goods or 
cloths of the foregoing description, weighing not more than 
ten ounces, per square yard, shall pay a duty of 16 cents per 
pound, and, in addition thereto, 25 per centum ad valorem ; 
valued at over 75 cents per square yard, a duty of 16 cents 
per pound, and in addition thereto, 25 per centum ad valo- 
rem; on all beaver cloths, duffil cloths, pilot cloths, peter- 
shams, felt cloths, or similar cloths, suitable for overcoats 
or blankets, and valued at $1 or less per square yard, a duty 
of 16 cents per pound, and, in addition thereto, 15 per 
centum ad valorem; valued above $1, and not above $2, 
per square yard, a duty of 16 cents per pound, and, in ad- 
dition thereto, 20 percentum ad valorem ; valued above $2 
per square yard, a duty of 16 cents per pound, and, in ad- 
dition thereto, 25 per centum ad valorem; on all broad- 
cloths, twilled or plain, valued at $1 or less per square yard 
a duty of 16 cents per pound, and, in addition thereto, 13 
per centum ad valorem ; above §1, and not above $2, per 

uare yard, 16 cents per pound, and, in addition thereto, 
2 per centum ad valorem; valued above $2 per square 
yard, a duty of 16 cents per pound, and, in addition there- 
to, 25 per centum ad valorem.”’ And insert in lieu thereof, 
as follows: 

On woolen cloths, woolen shawls, and all manufac- 
tures of wool of every description, made wholly or in part 
of wool, not otherwise provided for, a duty of 12 cents per 
pound, and in addition thereto 25 per centum ed valorem; 
on eudless belts for paper, and blanketing for printing ma- 
chines, 25 per centum ed valorem. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Iask for the yeas 
and nays on that amendment. 
Mr. PHELPS called for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 
ellers were not ordered. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered 
The amendment was concurred in. 


McKean, McKenty, McKnight, McPherson, | 
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bruary 25, 
Fifty-seventh and fifty-eighth amendments: 
Strike out the word “or,” and insert the words “ 
not over $1.” Strike out “ twelve” and insert ‘ cicte. 
so as to make the clause read as follows: “xteen,” 
On woolen and worsted yarn, valued at 50 cents, an 


not over $1 per pound, 12 cents per pound, and ini 
7 in 
thereto 15 per centam ad valorem. , Addition 


The amendments were concurred in. 


Fifty-ninth amendment: 


Insert at the close of the above clause, as follows. 
On woolen and worsted yarn, valued at ove ry per 


r 
pound, J2 cents per pound, and in addition thereto 25 
per centum ad valorem. per 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixtieth amendment: 

Strike out * sixteen” and insert “ twelve,” in the follow 
ing clause: . 

On clothing, ready made. and wearing apparel of eyery 
description, composed wholly or in part of wool, made : 
or manufactured wholly or in part by the tailor, seamstress. 
or manufacturer, 16 cents per pound, and in addition thereto 
25 per centum ad valorem. . 


. 
The ainendment was concurred in, 


Sixty-first amendment: 


Strike out as follows: “ On blankets valued at not oye; 
75 cents each, and of the dimensions not less than seventy 
two by fifty-two inches, a duty of 10 cents each ; on all other 
blankets, comprising Whitney, Rose, Bath, duffil, point 
cradle, crib, Mackinaw, and horse blankets, compose? 
wholly or in part of wool, and not exceeding in valy» the 
sum of $2 each, 16 cents per pound, and in addition thereto 
15 per centum ed valorem ; valued at over $2 each. 16 cents 
per pound, and in addition thereto 20 per centum ad vaio 
rem,” and insert in iieu thereof the following: 

Ou blankets of all kinds, made wholly or in part of woo! 
valued at not exceeding 23 cents per pound, there shai} be 
charged a duty of 6 cents per pound, and in addition therets 
10 per centum ad valorem; on ail Valued above 25 cents per 
pound, but not exceeding 40 cents per pound, there sijqi) 
be charged a duty of 6 cents per pound, and in addition 
thereto 25 per centum ad valorem; On all valued above 4) 
cents per pound, there shall be charged a duty of 12 cents 
per pound, and in addition thereto 20 per centum ad valorem, 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 1 cail for the yeas 
and nays upon concurring in that amendment: 
and ask for tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dayis of 
Indiana, and Evy were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported 
thirty-four in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 56; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad 
rain, Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashiey, Bav- 
bit, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Boteler, Brayton, Buffon, 
Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Case 
Coburn, Clark B. Cochrane, Coifax, Conkling, Corwin, 
Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Eliot, Farnswort) 
Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Frank, French, Gooch, Grahaw, 
Grow, Hale, Hall, Heimick, Hickman,William A. Howan! 
Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Ki! 
linger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Marston, Maynard, 
McClernand, McKean, MecKenty, MeKnight, McPherson 
Montgomery, Moorhead, Morrill, Morse, Nixon, Painier, 
Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, Riggs, 
Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, She: 
man, Spaulding, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart. Tap- 
ee: Thayer, ‘'heaker, ‘Tompkins, Train, Verree, Wade 

Yaldron, Walton, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and 
Woodruft—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Barr, Bar 
ret, Bocock, Brancii, Burch, Burneit, Carter, Horace F. 
Clark, John B. Clark, John Cochrane, Cox, James Craig 
Burton Craige, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, 
English, Etheridge, Garnett, Gilmer, John T. Harris, Hat 
ton, Holman, Willian Howard, Larrabee, Leake, Lovejoy 
Maclay, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin,’ isaac N 
Morris, Nelson, Nibiack, Pheips, Pryor, Quaries, James C. 
Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Sickles, Simms, William 4. l 
Smith, Spinner, Stokes, ‘Thomas, Vallandignam, Vane’. 
Etiihu B. Washburne, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, ait 
Wright—56. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. PEYTON stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Moore. 

(The President elect appearing in the Hous’, 
much confusion occurred in consequence of men- 
bers crowding about him for introductions, &.| 

Mc. MAYNARD. I hope gentlemen upon te 
other side of the House will appreciate the mo- 
tion Lamaboutto make. 1 move that the House 
adjourn. 

r. MORRIS, of Illinois. 1 hope the gentle- 
man will withdraw the motion, to enable me \ 
make a report from the select committee on the 
abstraction of the Indian trust bonds. | 

Mr. MAYNARD. I prefer to insist on ™y 
mouon. 

The House refused to adjourn. 


Sixty-second amendment: 





Insert the words, “gray or uncolored and on all ollie". 


so as to make the clause read: - 
On all delaines, Cashmere delaines, muslin delaines, 
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rez° delaines, composed wholly orin part of wool, gray or || 
uneolored, and on all other gray or uncolored goods of sim- | 
ilar description, 25 per centum ad valorem. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Sixty-third and sixty-fourth amendments: 

Insert the words, ** on bunting,” and the words, “ stained, 
colored, or printed, and on all other ;” sO as to make the 
clause read as follows: : , 

On bunting, and on all stained, colored, or printed, and 
on all other manufactures of wool, or of which woo! shall 
be a component material, not otherwise provided for, 30 
per centum ad valorem. 


The amendments were concurred in. 
Sixty-fifth amendment: 





| with it if the motion be agreed to, my object being | 


Strike out the words, “ 39 per centum ad valorem,”’ in the i 


following: 

Fourth. On oil-cloths for floors, stamped, painted, or 
printed, valued at 59 cents or less per square yared, 20 per 
centum ad valorem; valued at over 50 cents per square | 
yard, 30 per centum ad valorem ;.on all other oil-cloth, 30 
pei centum ad valorem. 


The amendment was concurred in. 1 


Sixty-sixth amendment: 
Insert the words on all like goods exceeding two hun- | 


dred threads to the square inch, counting the warp and || 


filling, 4 cents per square yard,”’ in the section providing | 
for duties on ali manufactures of cotton, not bleached, col- | 
ored, stained, painted, or printed. | 


Mr. PHELPS. I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, : 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 107, nays 43; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Charles F. 
Adrain, Aldrieh, Alley, William C. Anderson, Babbitt, 
Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Bristow, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Case, 
Coburn, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, 
Dawes, Delano, Duell. Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, 
Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, 
Prank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Hate, Halil, J. Mor- | 
risou Harris, John T. Uarris, Lelmick,William A. Howard, | 
Hutchins, Junkin, Prancis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, | 
Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, | 
Marston, Maynard, MeKenty, McKnight, McPherson, | 
Millson, Montgomery, Laban ‘I’. Moore, Moorhead, [saac | 
N. Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pettit, 
Porter, Potter, Pottle, Quarles, Edwin R. Reynolds, Riggs, 
Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sher- 
man, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens,William Stew- | 
art, Stokes, Stout, Stratton, Tappan, Theaker, Tompkins, | 
Train, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Eiliiu B. Wash- 
burne, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Woodruff 
—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Barr, Bar- 
ret, Branch, Brown, Burch, Burnett, Horace F. Clark, John 
B. Clarks Jolin Cochrane, Cox, Burton Craige, John G. 
Davis, De Jainette, Edmundson, English, Garnett, Gilmer, 
Holman, William Howard, Jenkins, Kunkel, Larrabee, 
Logan, Maciay, Charles D. Martin, Elbert S. Martin, Me- 
Clernand, Niblack, Phelps, Pryor, James C. Robinson, Ruf- 
fin, Rust, Sickles, Simms, Stevenson, Thomas, Vallandig- 
bam, Vance, Whiteley, and Winslow—43. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

| 


Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. TRAIN stated that Mr. Trayer had paired 
with Mr. Leake. 

Mr. GARNETT. I desire to say that I called 
for a separate vote upon each of the amendments 
of the Senate. | haye no wish to detain the House 
against its wish, and will withdraw the call. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest that the vote be 
taken on the remaining amendments en masse, un- 
less there are particular amendments upon which 
members desire separate votes. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Let us go on regularly. 

Mr. SICKLES. I wanta separate vote on sev- 
eral of the remaining amendments. I wanta sep- 
arate vote on the book amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I want a separate 
vote on the one hundred and twentieth amend- 
ment. 

_ Mr. WINSLOW. 1 insist that we shall go on 
in the regular way. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to 


taking the vote upon the remaining amendments 
en masse ? 


Mr. WINSLOW. Iobject. [ want the amend- 
ments acted on regularly. [Cries of ** Read on!’’] 

Mr. BURNETT. Yi that the suggestion 
of the Speaker will be adopted. 

Mr. HINDMAN. I trust that it will. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I object. I want the amend- 
ments acted on regularly. 

_Mr. BURNETT. It will only be a waste of 
ume, We cannot accomplish anything by that 
means. I do not see any reason why we should | 
punish ourselves. 

Mr. SICKLES. Is it the understanding that | 


if the amendments be disposed of, the House will 
then adjourn? 


| 
| 
Adams, Green Adams, | 





Mr. SHERMAN. There is no objection to || 
that. 1 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will take it as the | 
general understanding that the remaining amend- || 
ments shall be considered en masse. 

Mr. BRANCH. There is one amendment upon | 
which I desire a separate vote before the question | 
shall pass from before the House. I want to move | 
to lay some amendment upon the table—I do not 
care which one—which will carry the whole bill | 


to have a test vote on this tariff proposition. 
Mr. PHELPS. Make it now. 
Mr.BRANCH. I want to reserve my motion 

to the proper time. I do not desire to submit the 


|| motion to lay upon the table at this time. 


Mr. GROW. The Chair has taken it as the 
general understanding that the remaining amend- 
ments have been concurred in. If that be so, 
then there is no amendment pending before the |! 
House to which the gentleman’s motion to lay | 
upon the table can apply. 

Mr. FLORENCE. As we have disposed of 
the question, | suggest that we now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. Ofcourse, if it was the un- 
derstanding of the House that the remaining 





|} amendments were concurred in, a motion to lay | 


| We can this evening dispose of the remaining 


upon the table is not now in order. 

Mr. BRANCH. Such was not the under- 
standing. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I objected to it. 

Mr. BRANCH. I now move that the last 
amendment be laid upon the table. IL ask that 
the motion be entered. I doso in order to reserve | 
my privilege. When that amendment comes up 
my object is to have a test vote on this bill. I 
want that vote to be taken, not now, but when 
the House is full. I therefore want the motion 
to lay upon the table to go over until to-morrow. 


= 


amendments. 
Mr. STANTON. I cannotcensent to that, for 
there is another special order which must be taken 


up to-day, or it may lose the place to which it is || 


entitled, 

Mr. BRANCH. If by my proposition I shall | 
be enabled to defeat the force bill, | shall be only | 
the more rejoiced. I do not wish to practice de- 
ception upon any gentleman whatever. I call for | 
a separate vote on the last amendment of the Sen- | 
ate, intending when we reach it to move that it be | 
laid upon the table, with a view to get a test vote 
on this bill. When that motion is submitted, I 
shall ask the House to postpone the subject until 
to-morrow; or, in other words, I will move to ad- 
journ, so that the majority of the House may 
carry it over until to-morrow, If the majority of 
the House shall pursue a course which will defeat 
the force bill in charge of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Stanron,] I shall be rejoiced. The 
knowledge of that fact will, I hope, strengthen 
my motion to adjourn. 

Mr. BURNETT. Have the Senate amend- 
ments been agreed to or not? 

The SPEAKER. There has been a misappre- 
hensicn on the subject. 

Mr. PHELPS. Objection was made to con- 
sidering the amendments en masse. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I ask for a sepa- 
rate vote on the one hundred and twentieth amend - 
ment. 

The SPEAKER. It is insisted that the amend- 
ments be considered regularly, and the Clerk will 
begin reading where he left off. 


Sixty-eighth and sixty-ninth amendments: 


In the following strike out what is inclosed in brackets. 

** Second. On spool thread of cotton, [containing fifty 
yards or less each, 24 cents per dozen spools ; containing 
over fifty yards and not over one hundred yards each, 4 
cents per dozen spools; containing one hundred yards and 
not over one hundred and fifty yards each, 6 cents per 
dozen spools ; containing over one hundred and fifty yards 
and not over two hundred yards each, 8 cents per dozen 
spools: Provided, That on all spool thread containing more 
than two hundred yards to each spool there shall be levied, 
collected, and paid, for fifty yards of excess, or fractional 
part thereof, 2 cents per dozen spools,} and after the word 
** spool’? insert “and other” and insert ‘ 30 per centum ad 
valorem;”’ so that the bill will read: 

Second. On spool and other thread, 30 per centum ad 


valorem. 
The amendments were severally concurred in. 


Seventieth and seventy-first amendments: 


Insert after the word “ cotton,’’ the words “and cotton 
velvet ;” and after the word “twenty,” the word “ five ;”’ 
so that the bill will read: , 

Third. On shirts and drawers, wove or made on frames, 
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composed wholly of cotton and cotton velvet, 25 per cent- 
um ad valorem. 


The amendments were severally concurred in. 
Seventy-second amendment: 


After “ thirty,”’ insert “ five ;’? so that the bill will read : 
First. On unmanufactured hemp, $35 per ton; on Ma 
nilla and other hemp of India, $15 per ton; on jate, Sisal 
grass, sun hemp, coir, and other vegetable substances not 

enumerated, used for cordage, $10 per ton. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventy-third and seventy-fourth amendments: 


On jute butts, $5 per ton; on coir yarn, 1 cent per 
pound. 


The amendments were severally concurred in. 
Seventy-fifth amendment: 


Strike out in the following what is inclosed in brackets : 
“On seines, 6 cents per pound; on cottep bagging, or any 
other manutaucture uot otherwise provided for, suitable for 
the uses to which cotton bagging is applied, whether com 
posed in whole or in part of hemp, jute, or flax, or any 
other material, [weighing not over one pound and a hatt 


| per square yard, or imported under the designation of gunny 


cloth, or any other appellation, 2 cents per square yard; 
weighing over one pound and a‘half per square yard, 2 


| cents per pound ;”?}] and insert in lieu of the words strickeu 


out, the following: “ valued at less than 10 cents per 
square yard, 1} cent per pound; over 10 cents per square 
yard, 2 cents per pound.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventy-sixth amendment: 

On jute goods, 15 per centum ad valorem. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventy-seventh amendment: 


Strike out “ raw,’’ and insert “in the gum ;” so that the 
bill will read : 

First. On silk, in the gum, not more advanced in man- 
ufacture than singles, tram, and thrown or organzine, 15 
per centum ed valorem. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Seventy-eighth amendment: 


Insert ** button cloths ;’? so that the bill will read: 

On floss silks, 20 per centum ad valorem; on silk rib- 
bons, galloons, braids, fringes, laces, tassels, buttons, but 
ton cloths, trimmings, and on silk twist, twist composed of 
mohair and silk, sewing silk in the gum or purified, and all 
other manufactures of silk, or of which silk shall be the 
component material or chief value, not otherwise provided 


| for, 3) per centum ad valorem. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-ninth, eightieth, eighty-first, eighty- 
second, and eighty-third amendments: 


On page 28, line five and six, strike out “ plate, rough 
plate, crown, cylinder, and other window glass, not ex 
ceeding ten by twelve inches,” and in tieu thereof in 
sert * rough plate, cylinder, or broad window-glass, not ¢x- 
ceeding ten by fifteen inches; in line nine, strike out 
‘twelve by eighteen inches, 2 cents,” and insert “ sixteen 
by twenty-four inches, 1} cent;” in line eleven, strike out 
‘three,’ and insert **two;” in line twelve, strike out 
‘‘four,”’ and insert “ not exceeding in weight one pound per 
square foot, three ;”? and in line seventeen, strike out 
* plate, rough plate, crown,” and insert“ rough plate ;°’ so 
that the bill will read: 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid there shall be levied, colleeted, 
and paid on the importation of the articles hereinafter meno 
tioned the following duties, that is to say: First. On rough 
plate, cylinder, or broad window glass, not excceding ten 
by fifteen inches, 1 cent per square foot; above that, and 
not exceeding sixteen by twenty-four inches, 1} cent per 
square foot; above that, and not exceeding twenty-four by 
thirty inches, 2 vents per square foot; all above thai, and 
notexceeding in weight one pound ver square foot, 3 ecnts 
per square foot: Provided, Thatall glass imported in sheets 
or tables, without reference to size or form, shall pay the 
highest duty herein imposed: And provided, further, ‘That 
all rough plate cylinder or broad glass, weighing over one 
hundred praete per one hundred square feet, sliall pay an 
additional duty on the excess at the same rate as herein 
imposed. 


The amendments were severally concurred in. 


Eighty-fourth amendment: 


On crown, plate, or polished, and on all other window 

lass not exceeding ten by fifteen inches, 1} cent per square 
vot; above that, and not exceeding sixteen by twenty. four 
inclies, 2} cents per square fuot; above that, and not ex- 
ceeding twenty-four by thirty inches, 4 cents per square 
foot; all above that, 5 cents per square foot: Provided, 
That all crown, plate, or polished, and ali other window 
gluss weighing over one hundred and fifty pounds per one 
hundred square feet, Se an additional duty on such 
excess of 4 cents per pound. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighty-fifth and eighty-sixth amendments: 


In the following, strike out what is in brackets, and in 
lieu thereof insert the words in italics : 

Sec. 18. nd be it further enacted. That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid there shall be levied, coilected, 
and paid on the importation of the articles hereinafter 
mentioned the following duties, that is to say: On books 
|} abegar in the English lan e, or of which the English 
orms the text, bound or unbound, 15 cents per pound ; and 
on all books printed in foreign languages, 8 cents per 
pound ;} periodicals and pamphlets and printed matter 
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and illustrated books and papers, and on watches and parts of 
watches,and watch matertals, and unfinished parts of watches 
15 per centum ad valorem. 


Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeasand nays on | 
the amendments, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. tet 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 88, nays 52; aSfollows: =| 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Babbitt, Blair, Brayton, 
Budlinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, 
Carey, Case, Horace F. Clark, Coburn, Colfax, Conkling, 
Conway, H. Winter Davis, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, 
Eliot, Ely, Farnsworth, Florence, Frank, French, Gooch, 
Grow, Hale, Hall, John T. Harris, Hoard, Hoiman, Wil- 
liam Howard, Hughes, Hutchins, Junkin, Kenyon, Kilgore, 
Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, 
Marston, Charles D. Martin, McKenty, McKnight, Me Pher- 
son, Millson, Millward, Montgomery, Laban T’. Moore, 
Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pettit, 
Porter, Potter, Potule, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Scran- 
ton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, Theaker, 
‘Tompkins, Train, Verree, Wade, Walton, Ellihu B.Wash- 
burne, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Woodruif—ss. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Ashley, 
Avery, Barr, Barret, Bingham, Blake, Socock, Brabson, 
Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Brown, Burch, Burnett, John B. 
Clark, Johe Cochrane, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, 
John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, Ferry, Garnett, 
Gurley, Hatton, Larrabee, Logan, Lovejoy, Maclay, Elbert 
§. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, Nelson, Niblack, Pryor, 
Quarles, Riggs, Ruffin, Sickles, Simms, William N. H. 
Smith, Thomas, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, White- 
ley, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—382. 


So the amendments were concurred in. 
Eighty-seventh, eighty-eighth, andeighty-ninth 
amendments: 


In section nineteenth, which imposes a duty of 10 per 
cent. on certain specified articles, Jine nine, insert “ aloes, 
amber ;”’ in line thirteen insert “anise seed ;” line fifteen 
insert “ asafoetida.”’ 


The amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. MAYNARD. We have been here six and 
a half hours at hard work, and I think it is time 
we adjourned, I submit that motion. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Ninetieth and ninety-first amendments: 


In the same section, line seventeen, strike out ‘*‘ba- 
nanas ;”? and in line twenty-six strike out “ bronze pow- 
der.’ 


The amendments were concurred in. 
Ninety-second and ninety-third amendment: 


In the same section, line twenty-eight, strike out “ calo- 
me!,”? and insert “ cantharides;”’ and in line ninety-thrce 
strike out ** caustic soda.’’ 


The amendments were concurred in. 
Ninety-fourth amendment: 


In the same section, line thirty-six, strike out “ dia- 
monds, cameos, mosaics, gems, pearls, rubies, and other 
precious stones, imitations thercof, not set.’? 


The amendment was concurred in. 

Ninety-fifth amendment: 

In the same section, line thirty-nine, insert “ Dutch and 
bronze metal in leaf.’’ 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Ninety-sixth, ninety-seventh, ninety-eighth, 
and ninety-ninth amendments: 


In the same section, line ninety-six, strike out “ gam- 
boge ;’’ in line fifty-one, strike out “ grindstones, wrought or 
untinished,”’ and insert “ grindstones, wrought or finished;”’ 
in line sixty insert “* ipecacuanha ;”’ and in line sixty-two 
insert “‘ jalap.” 


The amendments were concurred in. 


Ove hundredth amendment: 


In the same section, line sixty-six, strike out: 

«“ Magazines, printed, pamphlets, periodicals, and fllus- 
trated newspapers, bound or unbound, not otherwise pro- 
vided for.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and first, one hundred and second, 
one hundred and third, and one hundred and 
fourth amendments: 

In the same section, line eighty-four, strike out “‘ pine 
apples ;’’ in line eighty-five, strike out ** plantains,” and 
insert “ Peruvian bark ;”? in line eighty-eight strike out 


** pumpkins ;”’ and in line ninety strike out “ red precipi- 
tate,’’ and insert “‘ quicksilver.” 


The amendments were concurred in. 


One hundred and fifth amendment: 


In the same section, line ninety-three; strike out, “ sad- 
dlery, coach and harness hardware, common, tinned, bur- 
uished, or japanned.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 
One hundred and sixth amendment: 


In the same section, strike out, “ vermilion ; watches, 
and parts of watches ; watch materials, and unfinished parts 
of watches.”’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 
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eighth, and one hundred and ninth amendments: 


tain articies, line fifteen, strike out “ bronze powder ;”? in 
line eighteen, strike out, ** calomel ;”’ and in line thirty-one, 
strike out, ** Dutch and bronze metal, in leaf.” 


cloth, hair seating, and all other manu 
otherwise provided for.” 


all kinds,” insert the words “except tanned c 
which shal] pay 25 per centum, ad valorem.” 





One hundred and seventh, one hundred and | 


In section twenty, laying a duty of 20 per centum on cer- 


The amendments were concurred in. 


One hundred and tenth amendment: 


In the same section, iine Seapine, strike out, *‘ hair 
aectures of hair, not 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and eleventh amendment: 
In the same section, after the words, “‘ leather, upper, of 
~skin, 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twelfth amendment: 
In the same section, line, sixty, strike out ‘‘ Marble, in 


the rough or block, unmanufactured, and not sawed, 
squared, dressed, or polished.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirteenth amendment: 


In the same section, strike out all between lines eighty- 
two and eighty-seven, inclusive, as follows: “ Paper hang- 


ings, and paper for screens or fireboards ; paper antiquarian, 
demy, drawing, elephant, foolscap, imperial, letter, and all 


other paper not otherwise provided tor; periodicals, and 
other works in course of printing and republication in the 
United States.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and fourteenth and one hundred 
and fifteenth amendments: 

In the same section, line ninety, strike out “ quicksil- 
ver ;’’ in line ninety-four, insert “‘ red precipitate.’’ 

The amendments were concurred in. 


One hundred and sixteenth amendment: 


In the same section, line ninety-seven, strike out “ sad- 
dlery, coach and harness hardware, silver plated, brass, 
brass plated, or covered, not otherwise provided for.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and seventeenth, one hundred 
and eighteenth, and one hundred and nineteenth 
amendments: 

In the same section, line one hundred and seven, strike 
out *‘ slates, roofing slates, and slate pencils ;”’ in line one 
hundred and twenty two, strike out * velvet, in the piece 
composed wholly of cotton ; velvet, in the piece, composed 
of cotton and silk, but of which cotton is the component 
material of chief value ;” and in line one hundred and 
twenty-seven, insert *‘ vermilion.”’ 


The amendments were concurred in. 


One hundred and twentieth amendment: 

Tnsert the following new section : 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid on copper ore and diamonds, cameos, mosaics, 
gems, pearls, rubies, and other precious stones, when not 
set, aduty of 5 percentum ad valorem; silver or other metal, 
and on imitations thereof, and all other jewelry, 25 per 
centum ad valorem ; on hair cloth and hair seatings, and all 
other manufactures of hair, not otherwise provided for, 25 
per centum ad valorem. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I ask for a vote 
upon that amendment by yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers upon the amend- 
ment; and appointed Mr. Spinner, and Mr. Har- 
ris of Virginia. ’ 

The House was ‘divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 80, noes 41. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The one hundred and twenty-first amendment, 
which changed the number of a section, was 
agreed to. 


One hundred and twenty-second amendment: 


In section twenty-second, provides a duty of 30 per cen- 
tum on certain specific articles, line thirty, strike out 
* cameos, real and imitation, and mosaics, real and imita- 
tion, when set in gold, silver, or other metal.”? 


. The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-third amendment: 


In the same section, line fifty-one, insert: 

Saddlery, coach and harness hardware, silver plated 
brass, brass plated or covered, common tinned, 
or japanned, not otherwise provided for. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty third and a half: 


In the same section, line sixty-seven, strike out “ dia- 
monds, gems, pearls, rubies, and ather precious stones, and 
imitations of precious stones, when set in gold, silver, or 
other metal. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-fourth amendment: 


In the same section, line ninety-five, strike out * jewelry. 
real or imitation.” ones achat 


The amendment was concurred in. 
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One hundred and twenty-fifth amendment: 

In the same section, line one hundred and twent : 
strike out *‘ manufactures of marble, marble avi 
and all marble sawed, squared, dressed, or plist, tiles, 
more advanced than the rough block,” and insert - ed, or 

Marble in the rough, or block, manufactures of mari, 
marble paving tiles, and all marble sawed, squared ba le, 
or polished. 2 Gresseq, 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-sixth amendment. 
In the same section, line one hundred and forty-five in 
sert: — 
Paper hangings, and paper for screens or fireboards- 
paper, antiquarian, demy, drawing, elephant, foolscap, j > 
perial letter, and all other paper not otherwise provided = 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. We have been jn 
session nearly seven hours, and I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


One hundred and twenty-seventh amendmen. 

In the same section, line one hundred and Sixty-one 
strike out “slate chimney-pieces, mantels, slabs for tables, 
and all other manufactures of slate, not otherwise provided 
for,”’ and insert: , 

Slates, roofing slates, slate pencils, slate chimney Pieces 
mantels, slabs for tables, and all other manufactures of sjate’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-eighth amendment: 


In the same section, line one hundred and sixty-nine 
insert: * unwrought clay, $3 per ton.” ’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 


The one hundred and twenty-ninth amendmey: 
which changed the number of a section, was 
concurred in. 

One hundred and thirtieth amendment: 


Insection twenty-three, which exempts certain specified 
articles from duty, line sixteen, insert regalia.” ‘ 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-first and one hundred 
and thirty-second amendments: 


In the same section, line eighteen, strike out “ and” and 
insert “or; line nineteen, strike out “ or literary” and 
insert ‘literary or religious,” so that the clause shall read: 

Paintings and drawings, etchings, specimens of sculp- 
ture, cabinets of coins, nedals, regalia, gems, and all col- 
lections of antiquities: Provided, The same be specially 
imported, in good faith, for the use of any society incorpo. 
rated ov established for philosophical, literary, or religious 
purposes, or established for the encouragement of the fine 
arts, or for the use, or by the order, of any college, acad- 
emy, school, or seminary of learning in the United States. 


The amendments were concurred in. , 


Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House donow 
adjourn. We have been here long enough. | 
demand the yeas and nays upon the question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 46, nays 98; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William C. Anderson, Barr, Barret, Bo- 
cock, Boteler, Branch, Burnett, Horace F. Clark, Jolin } 
Clark, John Cochrane, Cox, Burton Craige, John G. Davis, 
Edmundson, Garnett, Gilmer, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hol- 
man, William Howard, Kunkel, Logan, Charies D. Mar- 
tin, Maynard, McClernand, Millson, Niblack, Pheips, 
Pryor, Quarles, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Rust, Scott, 
William N. H. Smith, Spaulding, James A. Stewart, 
Stokes, Thomas, Vallandighain, Vance, Webster, White- 
ley, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—46. 

NAYS—Messrs, Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, Blair, Blake, 
Brabson, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Burch, Bur- 
lingame, Burnham, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Coburn, 
Colfax, Conkling, Conway, Corwin, H. Winter Davis, 
Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, 
Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Frank, French, 
Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, He!lmick, Hoard, 
William A. Howard, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis 
W. Kellogg, William Kel Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt 
C. Leach, Lee, Lo: ker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, 
Elbert S. Martin, McKenty, McKnight, McPherson, Mont- 
gomery, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Mors, 

elson, Nixon, Palmer, Perry, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Royce, 
Scranton, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, W illiam 
Seen, Stratton, Tompkins, Train, Verree, Wade, Wal- 
dron, Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, Windom, and 
Woodraff—98. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. BRANCH stated that Mr. Hucues hal 
been obliged to leave the Hall in consequence ° 
indisposition. 

Mr. GRAHAM stated that Mr. Covope had 
paired off for the day with Mr. Brown. 

One hundred and thirty-third amendment: 


In dines twenty-three and twenty-four of the same se¢- 
tion, strike out “ aloes, amber.’’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-fourth amendment: 
In line twenty-nine of the same section, strike out 
“anise-seed.”’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 
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